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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church.

Purpose of the Course and Core Value Focus
This seminar is designed to survey contemporary family life and to investigate discipleship
strategies and developmental concerns involved in family living. The role of family ministry in
the local Baptist church in addressing these needs is stressed. The course will emphasize the
seminary’s current core value focus assigned annually by the Administrative Council.

Curriculum Competencies Addressed

This course will address the following curriculum competencies:

1. Interpersonal Skills: Understand how to build relationships with other ministry leaders
within the local church.

2. Servant Leadership: Determine how the senior pastor, staff members, and lay leaders can
serve one another while still providing the appropriate leadership required to minister to
families.

3. Spiritual and Character Formation: As a leadership team intentionally “grow up in all
things into Him who is the head — Christ” (Eph. 4:15b, NKJV).

Course Description

This seminar is designed to survey contemporary family discipleship ministry and developmental
concerns involving preschoolers, children, youth and parents. Needs that can be addressed
through family ministry and discipleship endeavors in local Baptist churches are identified and
researched. Special attention is given to introduction to current literature in the field. Family
discipleship projects are developed and evaluated.

Course Objectives

1. Discuss selected topics representing concerns that may be addressed through family
ministry in the church.

2. Demonstrate special understanding of one family ministry topic chosen for extensive
research.

3. Develop a family ministry/church model appropriate for the local church.
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Assignments and Evaluation Criteria

Assignment Formatting

Unless otherwise noted, type all assignments according to Turabian 7th Edition format
All papers must be written in third person

Use 12 point Times New Roman font

Use an appropriate number of references

Use correct spelling and grammar

Use proper pagination

Include your name on the cover page

Staple assignments together as necessary or as required (no report covers)

Write the full assignment

Please bring a hard copy of your written work for the professor during the on-campus
meeting in which each assignment is due




Required Assignments Summary — 100 points

Personal Introductions - Due the first week of the semester

Book Critique and Discussion (15 pts)- Due: First seminar

Family Ministry/Church Analysis Executive Summary (15 pts) - Due: First seminar
Rough Draft of Research Question(s) (10 pts) — Due: First seminar

Literature Review & Preliminary Research for Major Paper (25 pts) - Due: Second
seminar (submit online one-week prior to meeting)

e Major Paper (35 pts)- Due: Final seminar (submit online one-week prior to meeting)

Personal Introductions
During the first week of the semester introduce yourself to the rest of the seminar via the seminar
Blackboard site.

Book Critique, Summaries and Discussion

Read of all the texts in their entirety. Write a two-page double-spaced executive summary,
highlighting the author’s purpose and the book content of all the assigned books, with the
exception being the assigned book for critical review. Write a critical review of the assigned text
of not less than five doubled spaced pages including the following: (1) a bibliographic entry for
the text; (2) the purpose of the book; and (3) no less than four_pages of your personal critique of
the book both positive and negative. Please bring a hard copy for the professor. Pay close
attention to the Assignment Formatting section of this syllabus!

Additionally each student will develop a series of questions about their assigned book in order to
facilitate discussion on at the first seminar. The remaining students will be prepared to give
thoughtful answers and contribute in a robust discussion of each text. Success in this assignment
involves a thoughtful question/response. The professor will stay in the background except for
occasional comments.

Family/Church Ministry Analysis

Each student will analyze the practice of family ministry of his/her current church in which
he/she is active or a church he/she is presently working with. Specific attention is to be given to
the church’s development and implementation of the theological rationale of this ministry
through its existing ministry programs. Particular attention should be given in to the assessment
of the family/church ministry model utilized by the church and its ministry. The current family
ministry of the church is also to be evaluated in regard to:

Church tradition

Biblical integrity

Theological soundness

Implementation - making disciples in the church (must define the characteristics of a
disciple to adequately include this evaluation)

Budget allocation

e Value to the church.



This analysis is to be presented in an executive summary format of just a few pages (just do your
best) and will be presented at the first seminar on-campus meeting using a PowerPoint type
presentation. Please bring a hard copy of the Executive Summary for the professor.

Literature Review and Preliminary Research for Major Paper

Select a topic that falls within family ministry area. The issues that effect a healthy family
ministry model include, but are not limited to the following: parenting of preschoolers, parenting
of children, parenting of youth, adoption of orphans, marriage enrichment, family missions and
ministry opportunities, family worship (church and home), biblical worldview of the family,
ministry to single parents, domestic violence in families, children with special needs, biblical
pre-marriage counseling, parenting in a social media world/culture, alcohol and substance abuse
in families, ministering and caring for adult children, impact of pornography on families, etc.
This research should include the biblical role and responsibility of both the church and the
parents, with implications for each.

Write a research question/problem that investigates the family ministry topic from a position of
ministry leadership; e.g., possible questions for the adultery category might be, “To what extent
can the leadership in the local church provide a ministry model for nurturing biblical marriages
among its members?” or “What motivation might exist for a spouse who betrays his/her martial
relationship?” A rough draft of the Research Questions should be brought to the first on-campus
meeting of the seminar.

Develop a review of precedent literature of at least twenty doubled spaced pages for your chosen
topic. This paper will cover the milieu of the particular topic and will be organized in a
categorical arrangement to address a healthy family ministry model in the church. The twenty-
page review of precedent literature will be presented due at the second seminar on-campus. The
paper should be submitted to blackboard one-week prior to the seminar.

Major Paper

From your precedent literature research construct a survey which will assess some aspect of your
research question. The survey should have up to 10 questions, depending upon how you wish to
measure your question. Your survey needs to measure how the topic relates/impacts making
disciples in the church. You may use an established survey if you wish, but document it and
indicate permission to use if necessary. If you construct your own, time will constrain your
ability to fully validate, but at least establish a level of face validity by asking several
knowledgeable persons if they think it will measure what you are attempting to measure. Include
their responses as appendices of the final paper.

Submit a paper of at least fifteen double spaced pages of text reporting on your topic and the
subsequent findings. Include your literature review in synthesized form and your survey
instrument and a selected bibliography. Sources may include books, periodicals, (online)
journals, electronic databases, interview and magazines. During the presentation and discussion
of your paper, you should be able to introduce the seminar to new research regarding family
ministry as well as the particular discoveries from your survey. Your paper should include
implications from your findings for the discipleship strategy in the church. Papers must be posted



on Blackboard or e-mailed to each seminar participant and professor) in a MS Word or pdf
format. The paper should be submitted to blackboard one-week prior to the seminar.

While it is expected that all students carefully will read each contribution, papers will be
assigned a responder/reviewer who will examine the paper for form, style, and logic (flow,
sequence of arguments, interpretation of survey results) issues. The responder should mark the
paper for spelling, grammar, flow, style, and Turabian format.

*Note: The following book will provide valuable instructions on the organization and design of a
major research paper. Pyrczak, Fred, and Randall R. Bruce. Writing Empirical Research
Reports: A Basic Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences. 6th ed. Glendale,
CA: Pyrczak Publishing, 2007.

Present your paper during the final seminar weekend using a PowerPoint presentation. Please
bring a hard copy to the professor. Presentations will be in random order. The professor will
evaluate papers for content. Each presentation will conclude with a response from the designated
seminar colleague who will comment on content, style, and presentation.

Course Policies
The following policies will to be observed in the duration of this course.

Absences
Due to the nature of this Ph.D. seminar format there are no absences permitted.

Late Assignments

Personal time management is as much a requisite skill for ministry as is mastery of the course
content. Accordingly, assignments are expected on the due date as indicated in the Course
Schedule. The due dates for the assignments to be submitted electronically to professor and/or
other students is listed above in the “Required Assignments Summary.” Submission after the
date/time will result in a grade no higher than a B in the seminar.

Grading Scale

Your final grade will be based on your total accumulation of points as indicated under the
Learning Activities and Assessments section of this syllabus according to the grading scale in the
NOBTS 2013-2014 catalog.

A:93-100 B:85-92 C:77-84 D:70-76 F: 69 and below
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