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 I. SEMINARY MISSION 
  The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill 

the Great Commission and the Great Commandment through the local church and its 
ministries. 

 II. COURSE PURPOSE 
  This purpose for this course is to discover the meaning of the letter of Romans in its 

original historical context with a view to contemporary application in ministry. 

 III. CORE VALUES: 
  New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, 

Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. 
This course addresses Doctrinal Integrity specifically in that the course is designed to 
prepare the student to grow in the understanding and interpreting of the Word of God. 
Characteristic Excellence is also addressed in that the student should be as prepared as 
possible to be ministers for Christ. Mission Focus is emphasized in that interpreting the 
Bible is a key element in presenting the Good News of the Gospel to the world. Proper 
interpretation is vital in fulfilling the Great Commission. This course addresses the 
competency of Biblical Exposition by preparing the student to interpret and communicate 
the Bible accurately. The core value for NOBTS this year is Servant Leadership. 

 IV. KEY COMPETENCIES: 
  The Seminary has seven key competencies in its academic program. They are: Biblical 

Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Discipleship Making, Interpersonal Skills, 
Servant Leadership, Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. The key 
competency addressed in this course is Biblical Exposition.  

 V. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
  The exegetical doctoral seminars are designed for intensive exegetical work in selected 

portions of the New Testament. Attention is given to such introductory matters as date, 
authorship, occasion, and purpose. Exegesis of the Greek text is made with the help of the 
best critical literature available. 

 VI. COURSE OUTCOMES: 
  Knowledge 
  Students who complete this course successfully should: 
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• Know a biographical outline of Paul’s life and letters, with special focus on the 
historical background to letter to the Romans 

• Know the major issues in the critical study of Paul’s life and letters as these impact an 
interpretation of Romans 

• Know the structural outline of the letter of Romans as presented in class and given in 
a class handout 

  Attitudes 
  Students who complete this course successfully should: 

• Appreciate the richness of Romans for Christian doctrine over the centuries 
• Recognize the importance of original language for sound exegesis 
• Be more confident in interpreting Romans 

  Skills 
  Students who complete this course successfully should be able to: 

• Dialogue intelligently over current issues in Pauline study, as well as in the study of 
Romans in particular 

• Provide critical commentary of any section of Romans demonstrating interaction with 
the text, an understanding of class lecture, and of commentary reading 

• Participate in regional and national professional meetings, such as ETS and SBL, and 
be ready to present paper proposals for these meetings 

 
VII. PROFESSOR’s WEBSITE:  

Dr. Stevens’s personal website is: 
http://www.drkoine.com 

This website is for students in classes taught by Stevens. The site has a dual purpose: 
(1) to provide personal information about Dr. Stevens for his students to get to know their 
professor in more dimensions than just a classroom, and (2) to support his seminary 
teaching. The personal pages include background, family, photography, and music. The 
professional pages include Dr. Stevens’s published textbooks, the courses he teaches with 
related files for downloading, travelogues of educational travel videos, podcasts, and 
blogs. 

VIII. REQUIRED TEXTS:  
• Greek New Testament, 4th edition 
• Beker, H. Christiaan. Paul the Apostle: The Triumph of God in Life and Thought 
• Donfried, Karl P. The Romans Debate: Revised and Expanded 
• Gamble, Jr., Harry. The Textual History of the Letter to the Romans: A Study in 

Textual and Literary Criticism 
• Jewett, Robert. Romans: A Commentary, in Hermeneia—A Critical and Historical 

Commentary on the Bible, Eldon Jay Epp, ed. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007) 
• Longenecker, Bruce W., ed., Narrative Dynamics in Paul 
• Richards, E. Randolph. Paul and First-Century Letter Writing 
• Sanders, E. P. Paul and Palestinian Judaism: A Comparison of Patterns of Religion 
• Stowers, Stanley K. A Rereading of Romans 
• Watson,  Francis. Paul and the Hermeneutics of Faith 
• Wedderburn, A. J. M. The Reasons for Romans 
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• Westerholm, Stephen. Perspectives Old and New on Paul: The “Lutheran” Paul and 
His Critics 

• Wright, N. T. The Resurrection of the Son of God 

 IX. OPTIONAL TEXTS: 
• Dunn, James D. G. Romans 1–8, Vol. 38A; Romans 9–16, Vol. 38B. Word Biblical 

Commentary. Thomas Nelson, 1988 
• Fitzmyer, Joseph A. Romans: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. 

In The Anchor Bible (New York: Doubleday, 1993) 
• Hultgren, Arland. Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Commentary. Wm. B. Eerdmans, 

2011 
• Kruse, Colin G. Paul’s Letter to the Romans. The Pillar New Testament 

Commentary. Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2012 
• Moo, Douglas J. The Epistle to the Romans. New International Commentary on the 

New Testament. Eerdmans, 1996 
• Yinger, Kent L. The New Perspective on Paul: An Introduction. Cascade, 2010 

 X. OTHER RESOURCES:  
Presentations 
• Stevens, Gerald L. “The Gospel of God: Old Testament,” 2012, available online at 

the link: http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html. 
• Stevens, Gerald L. “The Gospel of God: New Testament,” 2012, available online at 

the link: http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html. 
Dictionary Articles 
• Betz, Hans Dieter. “Paul,” in The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary (AYBD), David Noel 

Freedman, ed., 5:186–201. Doubleday, 1992. 
• Myers, Jr. Charles D. “Romans, Epistle to the,” in The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary 

(AYBD), David Noel Freedman, ed., 5:816–30. Doubleday, 1992. 
• Reumann, John. “Romans, Letter to the,” in Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (EDB), 

pp. 1135–38, David Noel Freedman, ed. Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2000 
• Stegner, W. R. “Jew, Paul the,” in Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (IVP-PL), pp. 

503–511, Gerald F. Hawthorne and Ralph P. Martin, eds. InterVarsity Press, 1993 
Commentaries 
• Achtemeier, Paul J. Romans. In Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching 

and Preaching (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1985) 
• Augustine. Augustine on Romans: Propositions from the Epistle to the Romans and 

Unfinished Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. Society of Biblical Literature, 
1982 

• Barth, Karl. The Epistle to the Romans. Trans. Edwyn C. Hoskyns. Oxford University 
Press, 1968 

• Calvin, John. Calvin’s New Testament Commentaries, Volume 8: Romans and 
Thessalonians. Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1995 

• Cranfield, C. E. B. A Critical and Exegetical commentary on the Epistle to the 
Romans: Introduction and Commentary on Romans I–VIII, Vol. 1; Romans IX–XVI, 
Vol. 2. T&T Clark, 2000, 2004 

• Dunn, James D. G. Romans 1–8, Vol. 38A; Romans 9–16, Vol. 38B. Word Biblical 
Commentary. Thomas Nelson, 1988 
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• Fitzmyer, Joseph A. Romans: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. 
In The Anchor Bible (New York: Doubleday, 1993) 

• Holland, Thomas S. Romans: The Divine Marriage—A Biblical Theological 
Commentary. Pickwick, 2011 

• Jewett, Robert. Romans: A Commentary. Hermeneia: A Critical and Historical 
Commentary on the Bible. Fortress, 2006 

• Käsemann, Ernst. Commentary on Romans. Trans. and ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1980 

• Kruse, Colin G. Paul’s Letter to the Romans. The Pillar New Testament 
Commentary. Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2012 

• Luther, Martin. Commentary on Romans. Trans. J. Theodore Mueller. Luther Classic 
Commentaries. Kregel Classics, 2003 

• Nygren, Anders. Commentary on Romans. Augsburg Fortress, 1978 
• Osborne, Grant R. Romans. InterVarsity Press New Testament Commentary. IVP 

Academic, 2010 
• Schreiner, Thomas R. Romans. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New 

Testament. Baker Academic, 1998 
• Witherington III, Ben and Darlene Hyatt. Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Socio-

Rhetorical Commentary. Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2004 
• Wright, Nicholas T. “Romans,” in The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 10: Acts—First 

Corinthians. Abingdon, 2002 
• DrKoine Website: 

http://www.drkoine.com 

This website is for students in classes taught by Dr. Stevens. The site has a three-fold 
purpose: (1) to provide personal information to get to know the professor beyond the 
classroom in the areas of background, family, music and photography, (2) to provide 
professional information to get to know the professor within the academic guild in the 
areas of publications, presentations, and sermons, and (3) to provide educational 
information in support of his teaching career in the areas of classes, travel, and 
museums. 

• The link for information about any of Dr. Stevens’s classes is here: 
http://drkoine.com/classes/index.html 

• The link for the master’s level Romans class, which has some useful files, is here: 
http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html 

 XI. TEACHING METHODLOGY:  
• Class sessions will consist of discussion of assigned exegetical units and 

bibliography. Students will lead these discussions as assigned. 
• Class preparation will consist of translation from the Greek text according to the 

syllabus schedule, commentary and bibliography readings, book reports, group 
discussions, and exams. 

• Class units are: one unit on the biblical meta-narrative and Paul’s life, mission, and 
message, two units on historical setting, integrity, and outline of Romans, ten units on 
exegesis of the text of Romans, and two units on papers. 
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XII. COURSE EVALUATION:  
 • Introductory Material: mastery of introductory material, using Jewett (Hermeneia), 

Dunn (Word), and one other critical commentary. 
 • Book Summaries: typed, single-spaced, two-page summaries of each book on the 

assigned dates with copies for all seminar participants 
 • Journal Summaries: typed, single-spaced, one page summary for each of two up-to-

date journal articles related to your major paper on the assigned dates with copies for 
all seminar participants 

 • Greek Translation: a working knowledge of the assigned portions of the Greek text 
of Romans, including preparation to read and lead in seminar discussion at any point 
in exegesis, and familiarity with assigned commentary readings 

 • Major Paper: a seminar paper on a topic integral to the critical study of Romans, all 
papers due on the same date, as indicated in the syllabus with copies for all seminar 
participants. Use Turabian style, sixth edition, as supplemented by those form 
conventions in place at this institution (e.g., title page, single spaced), and the SBL 
Style Guide. Successive seminar meetings will be discussions of these papers on 
assigned dates. 

 • Paper Critiques: typed, single spaced, two-page critiques of each seminar paper 
covering form, style and content with copies for all seminar participants 

 • Lead Critique: a typed, single-spaced, four-page lead critique of one seminar paper, 
as assigned in the syllabus, with copies for all seminar participants. This student will 
lead the discussion of that seminar paper on the assigned date. (When due, this is in 
lieu of the regular, two-page paper critique.) 

 • Seminar Participation: active participation in seminar discussion is an integral 
ingredient to the seminar grade 

 • Final Exam: comprehensive 
• Final Average 

book summaries = 05% 
journal summaries = 05% 
translation = 15% 

major paper = 50% 
critiques = 10% 
final exam = 15%

XIII. PREVIEW MEETING: 
 • Seminar Dinner: seminar participants are invited to dinner at the professor’s home 

on a designated evening of the week prior to the beginning of the semester. 
 • General Discussion: the purpose for the preview meeting is to discuss two areas: 

(1) the meta-narrative of Romans in salvation history, and (2) the life, mission, and 
message of Paul.  

 • Resources: resources for this discussion are the materials found on the link: 
  http://www.drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html 
  In particular, consult the lectures “Life of Paul” and “Message of Paul” under 

“Resources” header on that page, as well as the “Rom01-GospelOT,” “Rom02-
GospelNT,” “Rom03-PaulLife,” and “Rom04-PaulMess” handouts under the 
“Handouts” header. Also, watch the two online streaming presentation videos, 
“Rom01” and Rom02” at the following link: 

  http://www.drkoine.com/lectures/presentations/romans/index.html 
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XIV. NTGK9436–ROMANS SEMINAR SCHEDULE (SPRING 2013) 
 

WEEK 1: 
Jan. 22 

• Romans 16 (translation and exegesis): Jewett 
• Discussion of Jewett, Dunn, introductory material  
• Discussion of Gamble, The Textual History of the Letter to the Romans 
• Discussion of Richards, Paul and First-Century Letter Writing  

WEEK 2: 
Jan. 29 

• Rom. 1:1–15; Rom. 15:14–33 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Wedderburn, The Reasons for Romans 
• Discussion of Donfried, The Romans Debate 

WEEK 3: 
Feb. 5 

• Rom. 1:16–32 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Beker, Paul the Apostle 

WEEK 4: 
Mardi Gras 

• Rom. 2:1–3:20 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism 

WEEK 5: 
Feb. 19 

• Rom. 3:21–26 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Westerholm, Perspectives Old and New on Paul 

WEEK 6: 
Feb. 26 

• Rom. 3:27–4:25 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Longenecker, Narrative Dynamics in Paul 

WEEK 7: 
Mar. 5 

• Rom. 5:1–7:25 (translation and exegesis) 
• Journal articles due 
• Discussion of Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God 

WEEK 8: 
Mar. 12 

• Rom. 8:1–39 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Watson, Paul and the Hermeneutics of Faith 

Mar. 19 SPRING BREAK 
WEEK 9: 
Mar. 26 

• Rom. 9:1–11:36 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Stowers, A Rereading of Romans 

WEEK 10: 
Apr. 2 

• Rom. 12:1–13:14 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Turabian: title page, table of contents, etc. 

WEEK 11: 
Apr. 9 

• Rom. 14:1–15:13 (translation and exegesis) 
• Discussion of Turabian: headings, footnotes; bibliography, etc. 

WEEK 12: 
Apr. 16 

• Major papers due 
• Discussion 

WEEK 13: 
Apr. 23 

(1) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 
(2) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 
(3) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 
(4) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 

WEEK 14: 
Apr. 30 

(5) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 
(6) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 
(7) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 
(8) Paper: __________________ Discussion Leader: __________________ 

WEEK 15: 
May 7 SEMINAR FINAL EXAM 
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