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SEMINAR DESCRIPTION 
 This seminar is designed to introduce the student to the extant literature of Northwest Semitic 
language family which are comparable to the Hebrew of the Old Testament. The study includes a 
comparative analysis of Northwest Semitic grammar, syntax, and other linguistic issues. Epigraphic 
materials in Hebrew, Ugaritic, Phoenician, Aramaic, Syriac, Moabite, Ammonite, and Edomite are 
translated and interpreted. 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 1. Students will read a variety of extant literature from NW Semitic dialects of Ugaritic, 

Phoenician, Ammonite, Moabite, Edomite, Aramaic & Syriac, and Hebrew, derived from 
archaeological research and other historical sources. Students will interact with background 
history of the languages, cultures, and documents. 

 
 2. Students will be able to analyze the major comparative elements of grammar and syntax of the 

NW Semitic language family via textbook, chart studies, and inductive research. 
 
 3. Students will translate a variety of NW Semitic texts (varied languages & literary types) for 

inductive grammatical application and literary analysis. 
 
 4. Students will develop facility in philological analysis of Hebrew terminology through NW 

Semitic comparisons via translation of texts and lexical study. This will enhance the student's 
ability to utilize advanced lexical aids such as Hebrew and cognate language dictionaries as 
well as the Chicago Assyrian Dictionary. 

 
 5. Students will enhance their knowledge of Hebrew grammar & syntax through comparative 

linguistic analysis, facilitating further reading and research in the Hebrew-Aramaic Bible. 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Alger F. Johns, A Short Grammar of Biblical Aramaic (St. Andrews Univ. Press) 
Wheeler Thackson, Introduction to Syriac (Ibex Publishers) 
Robert Hezron, The Semitic Languages (ppb) (Routledge Language Family) 
  

Recommended 
Freedman, David Noel; A. Dean Forbes; and Francis I. Andersen. Studies in Hebrew and 
Aramaic Orthography. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1992. 
 
Moscati, Sabatino. An Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Languages: 
Phonology and Morphology. Port Linguarum Orientalium. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1964. 
 (Out of Print.) 
 
Selected texts and readings. 



 
 
SEMINAR PROCEDURE 
 
1. The seminar structure will consist of alternating weeks of discussion related to the grammar 

of a given NW Semitic language dialect and translation of selected texts in that language. 
In the first term of the semester, the professor will lead both the discussion of the grammar 
and the translation. In the second half of the seminar, the students will lead the translation 
dialogue. 

2. Students will translate and analyze important grammatical structures in NW Semitic texts, 
distributing to seminar participants copies of the work at least three days in advance of the 
seminar meeting. Students should also search out and read articles in the library related to 
the given language and text discussed in class. 

3. Each student will investigate a text not translated in the seminar for a research paper 
presentation during the final weeks of the course. The research shall consist of translation, 
textual analysis, historical & grammatical study, and comparative linguistic inquiry. 
Seminar participants will be provided copies of the research papers at least one week in 
advance. 

 
WEEK  CONTENT FOCUS 
 
1  INTRODUCTION TO NW SEMITIC LANGUAGE FAMILY 
 
2  INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL & IMPERIAL ARAMAIC 
 
3  READINGS IN DANIEL & EZRA & ELEPHANTINE PAPYRI  
 
4  RDGS. IN NABATEAN ARAMAIC PRAYERS & SAMARITAN OSTRACA  
 
5  INTRODUCTION TO SYRIAC 
 
6  SYRIAC TEXTS 
 
7  SYRIAC TEXTS 
 
8  HEBREW OSTRACA: LACHISH LETTERS, ARAD TEXTS 
 
9  INTRODUCTION TO MOABITE LANGUAGE 
 
10  TRANSLATION OF THE MESHA STELE 
 
11  INTRODUCTION TO AMMONITE LANGUAGE 
 
12  TRANSLATION OF AMMONITE TEXTS AND INSCRIPTIONS 
   & DEIR 'ALLA BALAAM TEXTS 
 



13  INTRODUCTION TO UGARITIC 
 
14  TRANSLATION OF BAAL-ANATH #67 
 
15  TRANSLATION OF THE KERET EPIC 
 
  SEMINAR PAPERS 
 
 
 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
General Semitic Literature 
 
Bergstrasser, Gotthelf. Introduction to the Semitic Languages: Text Specimens and Grammatical 

 Sketches. Translated with Notes and Bibliography and an Appendix on the Scripts by Peter 
Daniels. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1983. 

Driver, G. R. Semitic Writing From Pictograph to Alphabet. London: Oxford University Press, 1948. 
Fleisch, Henri. Introduction a L'Etude des Langues Semitiques. Paris: Libraire D'Amerique et   
 D'Orient, 1947. 
Golomb, David. "Working With No Data" - Semitic and Egyptian Studies Presented to Thomas O.   
 Lambdin. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987. 
Gordon, Cyrus; Gary Rendsburg; and Nathan H. Winter. Eblaitica: Essays on the Ebla Archives and   
 Eblaite Language. 4 vols. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987-2002. 
Levin, Saul. The Indo-European and Semitic Languages: An Exploration of Structural Similarities   
 Related to Accent, Chiefly in Greek, Sanskrit, and Hebrew. Albany: State University of New York 

Press, 1971. 
Moscati, Sabatino, ed. An Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Languages:  
 Phonology and Morphology. Port Linguarum Orientalium. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1964. 
Naveh, Joseph. Early History of the Alphabet: An Introduction to West Semitic epigraphy ad  
 Palaeography. Jerusalem: Hebrew University, Magnes Press; Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1982. 
 
 
Ammonite 
 
Aufrecht, Walter E. A Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions. New York: Edwin Mellen Press, 1989. 
Jackson, Kent P. The Ammonite Language of the Iron Age. Chico, CA: Scholars Press, 1983. 
 
 
Aramaic and Syriac 
 
Aufrecht, Walter and John Hurd. A Synoptic Concordance of Aramaic Inscriptions (According to  
 H. Donner & W. Roellig). The International Concordance Library, Vol. 1. Missoula, MT: Scholars 

Press and Biblical Research Associates, 1975. 
Bowman, R. A. Aramaic Ritual Texts From Persepolis. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970. 
Cowley, A. Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century B.C. Edited with Translation and Notes. Oxford:   
 Clarendon Press, 1923. 



Fales, Fredrick Mario. Aramaic Epigraphs on Clay Tablets of the Neo-Assyrian.  
Heinrichs, Wolfhart, ed. Studies in Neo-Aramaic. Harvard Semitic Studies 336. Atlanta: Scholars  
 Press, 1990. 
Hoftijzer, J. and G. van der Kooij. Aramaic Texts from Deir "Alla. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1976. 
Johns, Alger F. An Introduction to Biblical Aramaic. Berrien Springs: St. Andrews Univ. Press, 1972. 
Lipinski, Edward. Studies in Aramaic Inscriptions and Onomastics, I. Orientalia Lovaniensa Analecta.  
 Leuven: Leuven University Press, 1975. 
Marcus, David. A Manual of Babylonian Jewish Aramaic. Washington, DC: Univ. Press of   
 America, 1981. 
Muffs, Yochanan. Studies in The Aramaic Legal Papyri from Elephantine. Studia et Documenta VIII.  
 Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1969. 
Robinson, Theodore. Paradigms and Exercised in Syriac Grammar. London: Oxford Univ Press, 1949. 
Rosenthal, Franz. An Aramaic Handbook. 4 Vols. Porta Linguarum Orientalium. Wiesbaden: Otto  
 Harrasowitz, 1967. 
Segal, J. B. The Diacritical Point and the Accents in Syriac. London: Oxford University Press, 1953. 
Sokoloff, Michael, ed. Aramaeans, Aramaic, and the Aramaic Literary Tradition. Ramat-Gan, Israel:  
 Bar-Ilan University Press, 1983. 
Yadin, Yigael; Joseph Naveh; Ya'aqov Meshorer. The Aramaic and Hebrew Ostraca and Jar   
 Inscriptions. Jerusalem: Hebrew University; Israel Exploration Society, 1989. 
 
 
Edomite 
 
Bartlett, John R. Edom and the Edomites. JSOT Monographs, 77. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1989. 
Kasher, Aryeh. Jews, Idumaeans, and Ancient Arabs. J.C.B. Mohr, Press, 1988. 
 
 
Hebrew 
 
Aharoni, Yohanon; Joseph Naveh; Anson Rainey. Arad Inscriptions. Jersualem: Israel Exploration   
 Society, 1981. 
Andersen, Francis I.; A. Dean Forbes. Spelling in the Hebrew Bible: Dahood Memorial Lecture.   
 Rome: Biblical Institute Pres, 1986.  
Barr, James. Comparative Philology and the Text of the Old Testament: With Additions and   
 Corrections. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987.  
Benoit, P.; J. T. Milik; et al. Discoveries in the Judaean Desert. 17 Vols. Oxford: Clarendon Press,   
 1961-1994. (Official Publication of the Dead Sea Scrolls.) 
Cook, Edward M. Sophet-Mahir: Northwest Semitic Studies Presented to Stanislav Segert. Winona   
  Lake, Eisenbrauns, 1990. 
Cross, Frank Moore.The Ancient Library of Qumran and Modern Biblical Studies. Garden City:   
 Doubleday, 1958. 
                . Early Hebrew Orthography: A Study of the Epigraphic Evidence. New Haven: American  
 Oriental Society, 1952. 
Cross, F. M. and Shemaryahu Talmon. Qumran and the History of the Biblical Text. Cambridge, MA:  
 Harvard University Press, 1975.  
Freedman, David Noel; Kenneth A. Matthews; Richard Hanson. The Paleo-Hebrew Leviticus Scroll   
 (11 Q paleo Lev). Winona Lake: ASOR-Eisenbrauns, 1985. 



Gibson, John C. L. Textbook of Syrian Semitic Inscriptions. Volume I: Hebrew and Moabite   
 Inscriptions. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971. 
Goshen-Gottstein, Moshe H. Text and Language in Bible and Qumran. Jerusalem: Orient Publishing   
 House, 1960. 
Jamieson-Drake, David W. Scribes and Schools in Monarchic Judah. The Social World of Biblical   
 Antiquity Series, 9. JSOT Supplement Series, 109. Sheffield: Almond Press, 1991. 
Kahle, Paul. The Cairo Geniza. London: Oxford University Press, 1947. 
Klein, Ralph W. Textual Criticism of the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1974. 
Murtonen, A. Hebrew in Its West Semitic Setting: A Comparative Analysis. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1986. 
Sanders, J. A. The Psalms Scroll of Qumran Cave 11 (11 Q Psa). Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1965. 
Smelik, Klaas A. D. Writings From Ancient Israel: A Handbook of Historical and Religious   
 Documents. Translated by G. I. Davies. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1971. 
Strugnell, John; Harold Attridge; J.J. Collins, Thomas Tobin. Of Scribes and Scrolls: Studies on the  
 Hebrew Bible, Intertestamental Judaism, and Christian Origins Presented to John Strugnell on the  
 Occasion of his Sixtieth Birthday. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1990. 
Tov, Emanuel. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. Rev. 2001. 
Weinberg, Werner. The History of Hebrew Plene Spelling. Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College Press,  1965. 
Yadin, Yigael. The Finds From the Bar Kochba Period. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 1963. 
                  . The Temple Scroll. 3 Vols. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 1977. 
 
 
Moabite 
 
Dearman, Andrew, ed. Studies in the Mesha Inscription and Moab. ASOR Monograph, Archaeology  
 and Biblical Studies 2. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1989. 
Easterly, Ellis. The Moabite Rebellion: An Accomodation of 2 Kings 3:5 and the Mesha Inscription.   
 Th.D. Dissertation, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 1977. 
Murphy, Roland E. "A Fragment of an Ealry Moabite Inscription from Dibon," BASOR 125   
 (1952):20-23. 
Sawyer, John F. A. and David J. A. Clines. Midian, Moab, and Edom: The History and Archaeology of  
 Late Bronze and Iron Age Jordan and North-West Arabia. JSOT Supplement Series, 24. Sheffield:  
 University of Sheffield Press, 1983. 
Tushingham, A. D. The Excavations at Dibon (Dhiban) in Moab: the Third Campaign, 1952-53. 
 Cambridge, MA: ASOR, 1972. 
Winnett, Frederick V.; John W. Wevers; and Donald Redford, eds. Studies on the "Ancient Palestinian  
 World: Presented to Professor F. V. Winnett on the Occasion of His Retirement 1 July 1971.  
 Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1972. 
 
 
Phoenician 
 
Bonnet, Corinne; E. Lipinski; Patrick Marchetti. Religio Phoenicia: Acta Colloquii Namurcensis 

 Habiti Diebus 14 et 15 mensis Decembris anni 1984. Namur: Societe des Etudes Classiques, 
1986. 

Gubel, E. and E. Lipinski. Phoenicia and Its Neighbors: Proceedings of the Colloquim Held on the  
 9th and 10th of December 1983 at the 'Vrije Universiteit Brussel. Leuven: Peeters Press, 1985. 
 



Lipinski, Edward. Phoenicia and the East Mediterranean in the First Millennium B.C.: Proceedings   
 of the Conference Held in Leuven from the 14th to the 16 of November 1985. Leuven: Peters, 1987. 
 
Canaanite 
 
Gibson, J. C. L. Canaanite Myths and Legends. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1977. 
Hackett, Joan. The Balaam Text from Deir 'Alla. Harvard Semitic Monographs, 31. Chico: Scholars   
 Press,  1980. 
Layton, Scott. Archaic Features of Canaanite Personal Names in the Hebrew Bible. Harvard Semitic   
 Monographs 47. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1990. 
 
 
Ugaritic 
 
Dahood, Mitchell. Ugaritic-Hebrew Philology: Marginal Notes on Recent Publications. Rome:   
 Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965. 
Fisher, Loren R. Ras Shamra Parallels: The Texts from Ugarit and the Hebrew Bible. Rome:  
 Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965. 
Gordon, Cyrus H. Ugaritic Literature. Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1949. 
                  . Ugaritic Textbook. Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1955. 
Huehnergard, John. Ugaritic Vocabulary in Syllabic Transcription. Harvard Semitic Studies 32.   
 Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1987. 
Kapelrud, Arvid S. The Ras Shamra Discoveries and the Old Testament. London: Basil Blackwell,  
 1965. 
Langhe, Robert de. Les Textes de Ras Shamra-Ugarit et leur rapports avec le mileu biblique de  
 l'Ancien Testament. Universitas Catholica Lovaniensis. Dissertationes 2.35. Paris, 1945. 
Martinez, Ernest. Hebrew-Ugaritic Index to the Writings of Mitchell Dahood. Rome: Pontifical   
 Biblical Institute, 1967. 
Pope, Marvin. El in the Ugaritic Texts. Supplements to Vetus Testamentum, II. Leiden: E. J. Brill,  
 1955. 
Young, Gordon D., ed. Concordance of Ugaritic. Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1956. 
                  . Ugarit in Retrospect: Fifty Years of Ugaritic and Ugarit. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns,  
 1981. 



 
WEEK  CONTENT FOCUS 
 
1  INTRODUCTION TO NW SEMITIC LANGUAGE FAMILY & ARAMAIC 
 
2  BIBLICAL & IMPERIAL ARAMAIC GRAMMAR AND TEXTS 
 
3  READINGS IN DANIEL & EZRA  
 
4   ELEPHANTINE ARAMAIC PAPYRI  
 
5  HEBREW OSTRACA: LACHISH LETTERS, ARAD TEXTS  
  & SYRO-PHOENICIAN SCRIPT 
 
6  DEAD SEA SCROLLS 
 
7  INTRODUCTION TO MOABITE LANGUAGE 
 
8  TRANSLATION OF THE MESHA STELE 
 
9  INTRODUCTION TO AMMONITE LANGUAGE 
 
9  TRANSLATION OF AMMONITE TEXTS AND INSCRIPTIONS 
  DEIR 'ALLA BALAAM TEXTS 
 
10  INTRODUCTION TO UGARITIC 
 
11  TRANSLATION OF BAAL-ANATH #67 
 
12  TRANSLATION OF THE KERET EPIC 
 
13  SEMINAR PAPERS 
 
14  SEMINAR PAPERS 
 
15  SEMINAR PAPERS 
 
16  FINAL EXAM 


