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SEMINAR DESCRIPTION

This seminar is designed to introduce the stuttetite extant literature of Northwest Semitic
language family which are comparable to the Helokthe Old Testament. The study includes a
comparative analysis of Northwest Semitic gramrsymiax, and other linguistic issues. Epigraphic
materials in Hebrew, Ugaritic, Phoenician, Aram&griac, Moabite, Ammonite, and Edomite are
translated and interpreted.

GOALSAND OBJECTIVES
1. Students will read a variety of extant literattrom NW Semitic dialects of Ugatritic,
Phoenician, Ammonite, Moabite, Edomite, Aramaic ®i&c, and Hebrew, derived from
archaeological research and other historical ssufgidents will interact with background
history of the languages, cultures, and documents.

2. Students will be able to analyze the major carative elements of grammar and syntax of the
NW Semitic language family via textbook, chart $&isdand inductive research.

3. Students will translate a variety of NW Semiéxts (varied languages & literary types) for
inductive grammatical application and literary gsé.

4. Students will develop facility in philologicahalysis of Hebrew terminology through NW
Semitic comparisons via translation of texts amickd study. This will enhance the student's
ability to utilize advanced lexical aids such adkésv and cognate language dictionaries as
well as the Chicago Assyrian Dictionary.

5. Students will enhance their knowledge of Hebgeammar & syntax through comparative
linguistic analysis, facilitating further readingdaresearch in the Hebrew-Aramaic Bible.

TEXTBOOKS

Alger F. Johns, A Short Grammar of Biblical Aramaic (St. Andrews Univ. Press)
Wheeler Thacksorintroduction to Syria¢lbex Publishers)

Robert HezronThe Semitic Languagé€ppb) (Routledge Language Family)

Recommended
Freedman, David Nodl; A. Dean Forbes; and Francis|. Andersen. Studiesin Hebrew and
Aramaic Orthography. Winona L ake: Eisenbrauns, 1992.

M oscati, Sabatino. An Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Languages.
Phonology and Morphology. Port Linguarum Orientalium. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1964.
(Out of Print.)

Selected texts and readings.



SEMINAR PROCEDURE

1.

The seminar structure will consist of alterngtiveeks of discussion related to the grammar
of a given NW Semitic language dialect and trarahadf selected texts in that language.
In the first term of the semester, the professdirlead both the discussion of the grammar
and the translation. In the second half of the samithe students will lead the translation
dialogue.

Students will translate and analyze importaatrgnatical structures in NW Semitic texts,
distributing to seminar participants copies of Wk at least three days in advance of the
seminar meeting. Students should also search duteaal articles in the library related to
the given language and text discussed in class.

Each student will investigate a text not trateglan the seminar for a research paper
presentation during the final weeks of the coufée research shall consist of translation,
textual analysis, historical & grammatical studydaomparative linguistic inquiry.
Seminar participants will be provided copies of tbgearch papers at least one week in
advance.

WEEK  CONTENT FOCUS

10

11

12

INTRODUCTION TO NW SEMITIC LANGUAGE FAMILY
INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL & IMPERIAL ARAMAIC
READINGS IN DANIEL & EZRA & ELEPHANTINE PAPYRI
RDGS. IN NABATEAN ARAMAIC PRAYERS & SAMARITAN OFRACA
INTRODUCTION TO SYRIAC

SYRIAC TEXTS

SYRIAC TEXTS

HEBREW OSTRACA: LACHISH LETTERS, ARAD TEXTS
INTRODUCTION TO MOABITE LANGUAGE
TRANSLATION OF THE MESHA STELE

INTRODUCTION TO AMMONITE LANGUAGE

TRANSLATION OF AMMONITE TEXTS AND INSCRIPTIONS
& DEIR 'ALLA BALAAM TEXTS



13 INTRODUCTION TO UGARITIC
14 TRANSLATION OF BAAL-ANATH #67
15 TRANSLATION OF THE KERET EPIC

SEMINAR PAPERS

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
General Semitic Literature

Bergstrasser, Gotthelfntroduction to the Semitic Languages: Text Spensrand Grammatical
SketchesTranslated with Notes and Bibliography and an é&mjix on the Scripts by Peter
Daniels. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1983.

Driver, G. R.Semitic Writing From Pictograph to Alphab&bndon: Oxford University Press, 1948.

Fleisch, Henrilntroduction a L'Etude des Langues Semitiqiregis: Libraire D'Amerique et
D'Orient, 1947.

Golomb, David."Working With No Data" - Semitic and Egyptian $&sdPresented to Thomas O.
Lambdin Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987.

Gordon, Cyrus; Gary Rendsburg; and Nathan H. Wilelaitica: Essays on the Ebla Archives and
Eblaite Language4 vols. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987-2002.

Levin, Saul.The Indo-European and Semitic Languages: An Exptomaof Structural Similarities
Related to Accent, Chiefly in Greek, Sanskrit, Hetirew Albany: State University of New York
Press, 1971.

Moscati, Sabatino, edn Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of tleen8ic Languages:
Phonology and Morphologyort Linguarum Orientalium. Wiesbaden: Otto Hesmwitz, 1964.

Naveh, Josepltarly History of the Alphabet: An Introduction\Wdest Semitic epigraphy ad
PalaeographyJerusalem: Hebrew University, Magnes Press; IneileJ. Brill, 1982.

Ammonite

Aufrecht, Walter EA Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptiondew York: Edwin Mellen Press, 1989.
Jackson, Kent PLlhe Ammonite Language of the Iron AG&ico, CA: Scholars Press, 1983.

Aramaic and Syriac

Aufrecht, Walter and John Hurd. Synoptic Concordance of Aramaic Inscriptionsc@ding to
H. Donner & W. Roelliy The International Concordance Library, Vol. 1sktula, MT: Scholars
Press and Biblical Research Associates, 1975.

Bowman, R. AAramaic Ritual Texts From PersepolShicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970.

Cowley, A.Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century B.Edited with Translation and Notes. Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1923.



Fales, Fredrick MaricAramaic Epigraphs on Clay Tablets of the Neo-Assyri

Heinrichs, Wolfhart, edStudies in Neo-Aramai¢iarvard Semitic Studies 336. Atlanta: Scholars
Press, 1990.

Hoftijzer, J. and G. van der Koohramaic Texts from Deir "AllaLeiden: E. J. Brill, 1976.

Johns, Alger FAn Introduction to Biblical AramaidBerrien Springs: St. Andrews Univ. Press, 1972.

Lipinski, Edward.Studies in Aramaic Inscriptions and Onomastic§rientalia Lovaniensa Analecta.
Leuven: Leuven University Press, 1975.

Marcus, DavidA Manual of Babylonian Jewish AramaWWashington, DC: Univ. Press of
America, 1981.

Muffs, YochananStudies in The Aramaic Legal Papyri from Elephamtitudia et Documenta VIII.
Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1969.

Robinson, Theodor&aradigms and Exercised in Syriac Gramimasndon: Oxford Univ Press, 1949.

Rosenthal, Franz. An Aramaic HandbodkVols. Porta Linguarum Orientalium. WiesbadettoO
Harrasowitz, 1967.

Segal, J. BThe Diacritical Point and the Accents in Syridondon: Oxford University Press, 1953.

Sokoloff, Michael, edAramaeans, Aramaic, and the Aramaic Literary Traxht Ramat-Gan, Israel:
Bar-llan University Press, 1983.

Yadin, Yigael; Joseph Naveh; Ya'agov Meshofée Aramaic and Hebrew Ostraca and Jar
Inscriptions Jerusalem: Hebrew University; Israel Explorat8uciety, 1989.

Edomite

Bartlett, John REdom and the Edomite3SOT Monographs, 77. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1989.
Kasher, AryehJews, Idumaeans, and Ancient Arab<.B. Mohr, Press, 1988.

Hebrew

Aharoni, Yohanon; Joseph Naveh; Anson Raiewd Inscriptions Jersualem: Israel Exploration
Society, 1981.

Andersen, Francis I.; A. Dean Forb8&gelling in the Hebrew Bible: Dahood Memorial Leetu
Rome: Biblical Institute Pres, 1986.

Barr, JamesComparative Philology and the Text of the Old dewnt: With Additions and
Corrections Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987.

Benoit, P.; J. T. Milik; et aDiscoveries in the Judaean Deset? Vols. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1961-1994. (Official Publication of the Dead Seadfs.)

Cook, Edward MSophet-Mahir: Northwest Semitic Studies Preserdegtanislav SegertWinona

Lake, Eisenbrauns, 1990.

Cross, FraniMoore.The Ancient Library of Qumran and Modern Ribll Studies Garden City:

Doubleday, 1958.
. Early Hebrew Orthography: A Study of the EpigrapBiddence New Haven: American

Oriental Society, 1952.

Cross, F. M. and Shemaryahu TalmQumran and the History of the Biblical Tetambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1975.

Freedman, David Noel; Kenneth A. Matthews; Richidasthson.The Paleo-Hebrew Leviticus Scroll
(11 Q paleo Lev)Winona Lake: ASOR-Eisenbrauns, 1985.



Gibson, John C. LTextbook of Syrian Semitic Inscription®lume |: Hebrew and Moabite
Inscriptions. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971.

Goshen-Gottstein, Moshe Hext and Language in Bible and Qumrderusalem: Orient Publishing
House, 1960.

Jamieson-Drake, David Vcribes and Schools in Monarchic Jud@he Social World of Biblical
Antiquity Series, 9. JSOT Supplement Series, Bb@ffield: Almond Press, 1991.

Kahle, PaulThe Cairo GenizaLondon: Oxford University Press, 1947.

Klein, Ralph W.Textual Criticism of the Old TestameRtiladelphia: Fortress Press, 1974.

Murtonen, A.Hebrew in Its West Semitic Setting: A Comparatinalysis Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1986.

Sanders, J. AThe Psalms Scroll of Qumran Cave 11 (11 Q P8ajord: Clarendon Press, 1965.

Smelik, Klaas A. DWritings From Ancient Israel: A Handbook of Higtal and Religious
DocumentsTranslated by G. I. Davies. Louisville: Westmimétehn Knox Press, 1971.

Strugnell, John; Harold Attridge; J.J. Collins, Timms Tobin Of Scribes and Scrolls: Studies on the
Hebrew Bible, Intertestamental Judaism, and ClaisOrigins Presented to John Strugnell on the
Occasion of his Sixtieth Birthdayanham, MD: University Press of America, 1990.

Tov, EmanuelTextual Criticism of the Hebrew BibIMinneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. Rev. 2001.

Weinberg, WernefThe History of Hebrew Plene Spellif@incinnati: Hebrew Union College Press, 1965.

Yadin, Yigael.The Finds From the Bar Kochba Periaterusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 1963.

. The Temple ScrolB Vols. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society] 7.9

Moabite

Dearman, Andrew, ed&tudies in the Mesha Inscription and Mo&ASOR Monograph, Archaeology
and Biblical Studies 2. Atlanta: Scholars Pre8891

Easterly, EllisThe Moabite Rebellion: An Accomodation of 2 Kingsahd the Mesha Inscription
Th.D. Dissertation, New Orleans Baptist Theolog®aminary, 1977.

Murphy, Roland E. "A Fragment of an Ealry Moabitsdription from Dibon,' BASOR125
(1952):20-23.

Sawyer, John F. A. and David J. A. Clinksdian, Moab, and Edom: The History and Archaeology
Late Bronze and Iron Age Jordan and North-WesbR&ralSOT Supplement Series, 24. Sheffield:
University of Sheffield Press, 1983.

Tushingham, A. DThe Excavations at Dibon (Dhiban) in Moab: the Bhi2zampaign, 1952-53
Cambridge, MA: ASOR, 1972.

Winnett, Frederick V.; John W. Wevers; and Dona@iferd, edsStudies on the "Ancient Palestinian
World: Presented to Professor F. V. Winnett on@leeasion of His Retirement 1 July 1971.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1972.

Phoenician

Bonnet, Corinne; E. Lipinski; Patrick Marche®eligio Phoenicia: Acta Colloquii Namurcensis
Habiti Diebus 14 et 15 mensis Decembris anni 198fMur: Societe des Etudes Classiques,
1986.
Gubel, E. and E. LipinskPhoenicia and Its Neighbors: Proceedings of thel@plim Held on the
9th and 10th of December 1983 at the 'Vrije Ursitert BrussellLeuven: Peeters Press, 1985.



Lipinski, Edward.Phoenicia and the East Mediterranean in the Firgiévinium B.C.: Proceedings
of the Conference Held in Leuven from the 14thécl6 of November 198beuven: Peters, 1987.

Canaanite

Gibson, J. C. LCanaanite Myths and Legendsdinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1977.

Hackett, JoanThe Balaam Text from Deir 'All&darvard Semitic Monographs, 31. Chico: Scholars
Press, 1980.

Layton, ScottArchaic Features of Canaanite Personal Names irtebrew Bible Harvard Semitic
Monographs 47. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1990.

Ugaritic

Dahood, MitchellUgaritic-Hebrew Philology: Marginal Notes on Recéhiblications Rome:
Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965.
Fisher, Loren RRas Shamra Parallels: The Texts from Ugarit andHlebrew Bible Rome:
Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965.
Gordon, Cyrus HUgaritic Literature Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1949.
. Ugaritic TextbookRome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1955.
Huehnergard, Johhtlgaritic Vocabulary in Syllabic Transcriptiotdarvard Semitic Studies 32.
Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1987.
Kapelrud, Arvid SThe Ras Shamra Discoveries and the Old Testarhention: Basil Blackwell,
1965.
Langhe, Robert dé.es Textes de Ras Shamra-Ugarit et leur rapporés & mileu biblique de
I'Ancien Testamentniversitas Catholica Lovaniensis. Dissertatiod&%. Paris, 1945.
Martinez, Ernest-Hebrew-Ugaritic Index to the Writings of MitchelbBood Rome: Pontifical
Biblical Institute, 1967.
Pope, MarvinEl in the Ugaritic TextsSupplements to Vetus Testamentum, Il. Leiderd.. Birill,
1955.
Young, Gordon D., edConcordance of UgariticRome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1956.
. Ugarit in Retrospect: Fifty Years of Ugaritic andybrit. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns,
1981.



WEEK CONTENT FOCUS

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

INTRODUCTION TO NW SEMITIC LANGUAGE FAMILY & ARAMAIC
BIBLICAL & IMPERIAL ARAMAIC GRAMMAR AND TEXTS
READINGS IN DANIEL & EZRA

ELEPHANTINE ARAMAIC PAPYRI

HEBREW OSTRACA: LACHISH LETTERS, ARAD TEXTS
& SYRO-PHOENICIAN SCRIPT

DEAD SEA SCROLLS

INTRODUCTION TO MOABITE LANGUAGE
TRANSLATION OF THE MESHA STELE
INTRODUCTION TO AMMONITE LANGUAGE

TRANSLATION OF AMMONITE TEXTS AND INSCRIPTIONS
DEIR 'ALLA BALAAM TEXTS

INTRODUCTION TO UGARITIC
TRANSLATION OF BAAL-ANATH #67
TRANSLATION OF THE KERET EPIC
SEMINAR PAPERS

SEMINAR PAPERS

SEMINAR PAPERS

FINAL EXAM



