Given only 14 weeks with ETS/SBL meetings during one of those, I’m having to make some
changes....



OTHB9451 Ph.D Seminar: Amos & Hosea
Dr. Archie W. England
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
Fall 2021 Meeting Schedule

Mission Statement:
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Course Purpose:

Pursuit of a Ph.D. demands rigorous research and writing skills; hence, this seminar endeavors to
present students of this degree program with adequate problem-solving research issues. Though
this seminar will address the context of the 8" BC prophets, as well as some selected questions
about the formation of the Book of the Twelve, the primary "class-time" focus is on the text of
Amos. Those interested in investigating the Book of Hosea, may do so in the final research
presentations. All research for this class must meet rigorous critical scholarly standards. Though
referencing classical works is appreciated, this seminar expects each student to search out the
most recent critical scholarship (especially of the last ten years).

Course Description:

This seminar is designed for intensive exegetical work in the prophetic book of Amos (and
Hosea), delineated by themes, genres, or canonical structure. Attention will be given to issues
such as literary structure, grammatical/syntactical analysis, thematic issues, translation concerns,
historical and cultural backgrounds, history of interpretation, and theology of the selected texts. .

Course Obijectives:

1. The student will develop a working knowledge of the biblical text (including grammar,
syntax, text-critical issues, etc.), theology, historical-critical related issues, methodology, and
current status of the field of Amos studies. Focus will be placed on the biblical text.

2. The student will be able to articulate through research, writing, and oral presentation the
textual, theological, and historical intricacies of the book of Amos. This will be accomplished via
the submission of weekly research papers on sections of the Hebrew text of Amos. Each of the
following areas require serious bibliographic research and presentation (8-10 pages, single-
spaced, Times New Roman—12 TPI):

(@) Critical introduction and overview of the Amos/Hosea corpus, within

i. 8thBC

ii. 7th

iii. 6th

iv. 5th

v. a. Composition of the Book of the Twelve (2)

b. Canonical or alternative theories

vi. Topical/thematic analysis of Amos/Hosea/Jonah/Micah

vii. Topical/thematic analysis of Hosea



(b) Dividing the Hebrew text into clauses on the basis of Cantillation accents and Masoretic
marginal notes;
(c) identifying and examining all nominal and relative clauses, as well as other significant clause
types;
(d) analysis of all conjunctions (including the waw);
(e) analyzing the use and impact of every verb; stem occurrence, frequency, etc., along with
analyzing all infinitives, participles, and imperative clauses.
(f) analyzing the use and impact of prepositions, particles, or vocatives;
(9) developing and presenting a reasoned literary structure for the selected pericope; and
(h) surveying the impact of the critical apparatus and addressing five to ten translation issues
(problematic translations in light of the Hebrew text).
3. Annotated Bibliography, covering all aspects of the Amos/Hosea corpus, in the light of
its composition within the Book of the Twelve.
a. Levels of Bibliography for (History, Theology, Grammar, etc)
i.Local Church (2)

ii.Undergraduate teaching (3)

iii. Graduate Teaching (English/Hebrew) (3)
b. Academic Bibliography as the result of all class research--submitted as final exam.
4. The student will produce roughly 35 pages, single spaced, of critical research. Each
student must choose to prepare a single research paper or choose to present two presentation-
style papers (ETS or SBL). Comparing/contrasting Amos and Hosea (or within the context of the
Book of the Twelve), the student must interact with the grammatical/syntactical issues of the
Hebrew text of Amos (or Hosea). Any paper must begin with a research question, hypothesis,
and method(s) of analysis.

Course Requirements:

Required Texts: The following textbooks are to be read/referenced by all students (coinciding
with weekly research):

Andersen, Francis I. Amos, Anchor Bible 39, New York: Yale University Press, 1989
(ISBN: 9780300140705).

Barton, John. The Theology of the Book of Amos. Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Carroll R., M. Daniel. The Book of Amos. In The New International Commentary on the
Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2020. (ISBN: 9780802825384)

Eidevall, Géran. Amos: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. New
York: Yale University Press, 2017. (ISBN: 9780300178784)

Hasel, Gerhard F. Understanding the Book of Amos: Basic Issues in Current Interpretations.



Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1991. (ISBN: 9781532686481)

Moller, Karl, Prophet in Debate: The Rhetoric of Persuasion in the Book of Amos,
Library of the Hebrew Bible, Sheffield: T & T Clark, 2009 (ISBN:
9780567003638).

Shepherd, Michael B. A Commentary on the Book of the Twelve: The Minor Prophets.
Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2018.

Recommended but not required:

Dearman, J. Andrew. The Book of Hosea. New International Commentary on the Old
Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2010.

Garrett, Duane A. Amos: A Handbook on the Hebrew Text, Waco: Baylor University
Press, 2008 (ISBN: 9781932792690).

Paul, Shalom, Amos: A Commentary on the Book of Amos, Hermeneia, Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1990 (ISBN: 9780800660239).

Radine, Jason, Book of Amos in Emergent Judah, Forschungen zum Alten Testament,
Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2010 (9783161501142).

Wolff, Hans Walter et al., Joel and Amos, Hermeneia, Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977
(ISBN: 9780800660079)

Though the above texts are required, they reflect a minimum, not a maximum, of what scholarly
research should include. Hence, | teach this seminar expecting each student to read 4-5K pages
from advanced grammars, syntax studies, journal articles, reference/encyclopedic works, and
monographs—as needed—in order to demonstrate quality research.

Prior to or during the first week of seminar meeting, each student must have submitted a
translation of the BHS text of the Book of Amos. Admission to the seminar depends upon
completion and submission of this pre-work. Also, each student must critically read the
introductions and/or critical issues addressed in the required texts, plus the ICC: Hosea (due
no later than our second meeting on 8/27).

Weekly Research Reports (Raw data and charts, etc.)

Students will divide the sections of the Hebrew text of Amos and thoroughly investigate all
aspects of the Hebrew text. This includes:

(1) Dividing the Hebrew text into clauses on the basis of Cantillation accents and Masoretic
marginal notes; (2) identifying and examining all nominal and relative clauses, as well as other
significant clause types (circumstantial, causative, conditional); (3) analysis of all conjunctions
(especially focusing on the waw); (4) analyzing the use and impact of every verb (stems,
frequency, etc.); (5) analyzing the use and impact of prepositions, particles, or vocatives; (6)
developing and presenting a reasoned literary structure for the selected pericope; and (7)



surveying the impact the critical apparatus and addressing five to ten translation issues
(problematic translations in light of the Hebrew text).

(2) For each of five sections (1-2; 3:1-5:17; 5:18-6:14; 7-8; and 9), each student will submit
and present bibliographic research (8-10 pages, single-spaced, Times New Roman—12 tpi) for
the seven categories outlined above.

Graduate/Undergraduate Syllabi and Bibliography Research (as final exam):

Each seminar student will compile a thorough bibliography (minimum of three full pages) as part
of the final exam for this class. Students will prepare two syllabi: one for undergraduate and one
for graduate. These will be submitted as the final exam. Examples of what to include (but not
limited to)...

(1)  History of the 8" BC Prophets

(2)  Theology of the 8" BC Prophets

(3) Literature on the Books of Amos, Hosea, Jonah, and Micah.

4) Ancient Near Eastern Peoples, Histories, and Cultures (as background to the 8" BC
Prophets)

(5) Formation of the Book of the Twelve

Each student is responsible for gathering classical and current bibliographic data, especially from
journals.

Final Research Projects:

The student will produce roughly 35 pages of single spaced, critical research. Each student must
choose whether to prepare a single research paper or to prepare for presentation two 18-20 page,
double-spaced papers (ETS or SBL).

Research for the above project(s) should compare and/or contrast Amos with Hosea (or any of
the Book of the Twelve). The student must interact with the grammatical/syntactical issues of the
Hebrew text of Amos (or Hosea or other minor prophet). Of course, any paper must begin with a
research question, hypothesis, and method(s) of analysis.

For the class presentation, the student should prepare a series of slides (along with a
presentation-style handout (2-3 pages)) that can be presented in approximately 25-35 minutes.
The remaining time will be spent with a formal evaluation plus interaction with the class and
professor.

Course Evaluation:

Translation, Attendance, and Participation.................ooiiiiiiiiiiii i, 10%
Critical introduction and history of Amos (and the minor prophets)..........c.cccccceuveee.
Seven Weekly reports of Hebrew Language studies ................ccoiiiiiiiii. 35%

Bibliography . ... 12%



RESEATCH PIOJECH(S ). ceuven v eete et ettt et e 25%
Presentation of one research project, with slides and handouts............................ 10%
Graduate/Undergraduate Syllabi development (Final Exam)............................. 8%

Seminar Schedule

08/20/21 Syllabus review; Philosophy of teaching the Book of Amos;

Required for class: (1) Translation of the entire Hebrew text of Amos, (2) reading Introductions
of ICC Hosea (xxxi-clxxxi), Anchor Bible (Freedman/ Anderson, 3-149, as well as Eidevall, 3-
34), and Dearman.

08/27/21 Critical Introduction to the Books of Amos and Hosea and the Book of the
Twelve. See above designations for the four areas of presentation.

09/03/21 Dividing the Hebrew text into clauses on the basis of Cantillation accents and
Masoretic marginal notes, plus study of the Masorah Parva.

09/10/21 Identifying and examining all nominal and relative clauses, as well as other
significant clause types




09/17/21 Analysis of all conjunctions (including the waw)

09/24/21 Analyzing the use and impact of every verb; stem occurrence, frequency, etc.,
along with analyzing all infinitives, participles, and imperative clauses.

10/01/21 Analyzing the use and impact of prepositions, particles, or vocatives

10/08/21 Fall Break

10/15/21 Developing and presenting a reasoned literary structure for the selected pericope




10/21/21 Surveying the impact of the critical apparatus and addressing five to ten
translation issues (problematic translations in light of the Hebrew text).

10/28/21 Research papers
11/05/21 Research papers
11/12/21 Research papers

11/19/21 ETS/SBL—Seminar meeting uncertain; otherwise, via technology
11/26/16 Thanksgiving—No Seminar meeting

12/03/21 Research papers

12/10/21 Final Exam: Prepare two syllabi--one for an undergraduate course and one for a
master’s level course. Be sure to include an appropriate selected bibliography that addresses the
significant aspects of the Amos/Hosea corpus, in the light of its composition within the Book of
the Twelve. Bibliographies should be no less than three full pages.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY



Imagining the unthinkable: exposing the idolatry of national security in

Amos

Author: Carroll R, M Daniel. Source: Ex auditu 24 2008, p 37-54. Doc. Type: Article Libraries
Worldwide: 239 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol Seminary , View Full Text in PDF format
(ATLA) {EWView Full Text in GIF format (ATA) (4 TLAReligion)

Duping the prophet: on anak (Amos 7.8b) and Amos's visions

Author: Novick, Tzvi. Source: Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 33 no 1 S 2008, p
115-128. Doc. Type: Article Libraries Worldwide: 892 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol
Seminary , {EWiew Full Text in PDF format (ATLA) {E}View Full Text in GIF format (ATLA)
(ATLAReligion)

The mourning earth (Amos 1:2) and the God who is

Author: Hayes, Katherine M. Source: Word & World 28 no 2 Spr 2008, p 141-149. Doc. Type:
Article Libraries Worldwide: 400 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol Seminary , EWView Full
Text in PDF format (ATLA) {EWiew Full Text in GIF format (ATLA) (4 TLAReligion)

Reading Amos: is it an advantage to be God's special people?
Author: Simundson, Daniel J. Source: Word & World 28 no 2 Spr 2008, p 133-140. Doc. Type:

Article Libraries Worldwide: 400 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol Seminary , iew Full
Text in PDF format (ATLA) @lView Full Text in GIF format (ATLA) (A71AReligion)

Amos and Hosea: sociohistorical background and prophetic critique
Author: Premnath, D N. Source: Word & World 28 no 2 Spr 2008, p 125-132. Doc. Type:

Article Libraries Worldwide: 400 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol Seminary , EWView Full
Text in PDF format (ATLA) {E)View Full Text in GIF format (ATLA) (ATLAReligion)

"No future for the proud exultant ones": the exilic book of the four
prophets (Hos., Am., Mic., Zeph.) as a concept opposed to the

Deuteronomistic history
Author: Wohrle, Jakob. Source: Vetus testamentum 58 no 4-5 2008, p 608-627. Doc. Type:

Article Libraries Worldwide: 1001 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol Seminary , iew Full
Text in PDF format (ATLA) {E}View Full Text in GIF format (ATLA) (AT7LAReligion)

Understanding Amos vi 12 in light of his other rhetorical questions
Author: Allen, Spencer L. Source: Vetus testamentum 58 no 4-5 2008, p 437-448. Doc. Type:

Article Libraries Worldwide: 1001 &: New Orleans Baptist Theol Seminary , iew Full
Text in PDF format (ATLA) {ElView Full Text in GIF format (ATLA) (ATLAReligion)

Amos vii 10-17 and royal attitudes toward prophecy in the ancient
Near East
Author: Couey, ] Blake. Source: Vetus testamentum 58 no 3 2008, p 300-314. Doc. Type:
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Bethel (béth'al) [Heb.,=house of God]. 1 Ancient city of central Palestine, the modern Baytin, the
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Jeroboam Il, in the Bible, king of Israel, son of Jehoash, whom he succeeded. His reign was

marked by increasing prosperity and expansion northward, but also by corruption. Amos and
Hosea appeare...
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