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Course Description

The purpose of this seminar is to identify factors common to leaders and their churches which
have experienced growth from a plateau or declining position. The factors associated with
church health and revitalization will be compared and contrasted with characteristics of
churches experiencing plateau and decline. Implications will be drawn for strategic planning,
the S.B.C., and the personal development of the church’s leaders.

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Students will explore biblical and theological foundations for church revitalization and
strategic leadership.

2 . Students will become familiar with significant literature on church revitalization and
strategic leadership.

3. Students will examine a relationship between strategic leadership and church revitalization.
4. Students will identify essential leadership skills necessary for church revitalization.

5. Students will develop specific leadership strategies for revitalizing churches experiencing
plateau and decline.

Required Textbooks

Adair, John. Strategic Leadership: How to Think and Plan Strategically and Provide Direction.
Philadelphia: Kogan Page, 2010.

Bolsinger, Tod. Tempered Resilience. Downer Groves, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2020.


mailto:jaker@nobts.edu

Cheyney, Tom. Church Revitalization in Rural America. Orlando, FL: Renovate Publishing
Group, 2018.

Henard, William. Can These Bones Live? (Revised Edition): A Practical Guide to Church Revitalization.
Athens, TN: ReClaimed Church Publishing, 2021.

Hughes, Richard L., Katherine Colarelli Beatty, and David L. Dinwoodie. Becoming a Strategic Leader:

Your Role in Your Organization’s Enduring Success. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2014.

Malphurs, Aubrey and Gordon E. Penfold. Re:Vision: The Key to Transforming Your Church.

Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2014.

Maxwell, John. Leader Shift: 11 Essential Changes Every Leader Must Embrace. New

York: HarperCollins Leadership, 2019.

MclIntosh, Gary. There’s Hope For Your Church: First Steps to Restoring Health and Growth.

Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2012.

Olson, Aaron K. and B. Keith Simerson. Leading with Strategic Thinking: Four Ways

Effective Leaders Gain Insight, Drive Change, and Get Results. Hoboken, New Jersey:
John Wiley and Sons, 2015.

Rainer, Thom. Anatomy of a Revived Church. Spring Hill, TN: Rainer Publishing, 2019.

Tripp, Paul David. Lead: 12 Gospel Principles for Leadership in the Church. Wheaton, IL:

Crossway, 2020.

Seminar Assignments

1.

Reading and Review of Books - Each student will read and review the required textbooks. Each
review must include: title page, a synopsis of major themes of the book, a critical analysis of
strengths and limitations of the book, an evaluation of the degree to which the author
accomplishes the purpose, and several principles (3-5) the student can derive for church
revitalization and strategic leadership. Each review is to be 4-6 pages, double-spaced,
employing Turabian.

Dialogue/Discussion/Presentation - Students will discuss the required textbooks with the

professor. Be prepared to discuss and present concepts/issues in each book as well as to
dialogue about its relevance to church revitalization and strategic leadership. Students will be
required to address specific aspects from each book as instructed by the professor. Active
dialogue is expected. If a student is not prepared to discuss any book and demonstrates
insufficient knowledge of a book, an additional assignment may be given to the student.

Case Study of a Biblical Leader - Students will develop a Case Study of a Biblical leader who

modeled strategic leadership. The Case Study will employ the Seven Functions of Strategic
Leadership in Part Two of Strategic Leadership by John Adair. The Case Study should include:
a brief description of the strategic personality of the Biblical leader, two examples from the life
of the Biblical leader for each of the Seven Functions of Leadership, and a discussion of 4-6
applications from the case study for church revitalization. The Case Study is to be 8-10 pages,
double-spaced. Choices of Biblical leaders for the Case Study: Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses,
Joshua, David, Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel, Jesus, Peter, and Paul. Students must email Dr.
Roudkovski their first, second, and third choices of Biblical leaders. The professor will assign
the leaders based on the order in which he receives the emails.

Congregational Case Study - Students will develop a Congregational Case Study of a church
that has experienced a significant turnaround. The list of potential churches will be provided
on the first day of the seminar. The Congregational Case Study should employ Church
Revitalization Model developed by Gary McIntosh in There’s Hope for Your Church: First Steps

2.




to Restoring Health and Growth. The Case Study should include the following components: an
assessment of the selected church’s current context (location, community profile, pertinent
demographic information, and a five-year average of worship attendance, budget receipts,
baptisms, and other additions), a discussion of the church’s current stage of revitalization
based on Chapter 13 by MclIntosh, and an analysis of the twelve components (book chapters)
of church revitalization in the selected church. The assignment should be 8-10 pages, double-
spaced employing Turabian. More information about the Congregational Case Study will be
given on the first day of the seminar.

5. Major Research Paper - Students are required to submit a major research paper (at least 22-
25 pages, double-spaced body) on a topic related to church revitalization and strategic
leadership. The topic must be approved by the professor, and should reference at least 12-15
sources, to be a combination of books, journal articles, research reports, doctoral dissertations
and projects while employing Turabian style.

6. Professional Society/Academic Journal Research - Students will research a professional society
or an academic journal of their choice highlighting requirements for submission/presentation.
No formal paper is required for this segment of the assignment: however, each student will be
expected to share his or her findings with the class. Furthermore, each student will adjust his
or her Major Research Paper to meet the requirements for submission/presentation in the
selected professional society/academic journal. The modified version of the Major Research
Paper will be submitted to the professor. More information about the assignment will be
available on the first day of the seminar.

Schedule of Seminar Sessions

This seminar will be taught in a non-traditional format. Since the seminar will only meet four
times during the semester, students should take careful note of the assignments and the
corresponding due dates given below. All assignments are to be uploaded in Blackboard, no
later than 11 p.m. on Wednesday preceding the seminar. Students are to bring a hard copy of
all assignments to the professor on the due date. The seminar will meet on the NOBTS
Campus in the Sanders Center for Ministry Excellence Classroom.

Friday, September 3: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Introductions and Review of Assignments
Strategic Leadership

Becoming a Strategic Leader

11 Essential Changes Every Leader Must Embrace
Leading with Strategic Thinking

12 Gospel Principles for Leadership in the Church

Friday, October 1: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Can These Bones Live?

Re:Vision: The Key to Transforming Your Church
There is Hope for Your Church

Church Revitalization in Rural America
Tempered Resilience

Anatomy of a Revived Church

Friday, November 5: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Case Study of a Biblical Leader
Congregational Case Study

Friday, December 3: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Major Research Paper
Professional Society/Academic Journal




Course Evaluation

Reading and Review of Books - 20%
Dialogue/Discussion/Presentation -10%

Case Study of a Biblical Leader - 15%
Congregational Case Study-15%

Major Research Paper — 30%

Professional Society/Academic Journal - 10%

g8 Blackboard,
Blackboard learn’ ;\.

Click HERE for a link to Helpful Playlist, including topics on how to view your grades, submit
assignments, and post on the discussion board.
Click HERE for a video tutorial on how to navigate Blackboard and enroll in courses.
Click HERE to sign up for a one-on-one virtual assistance opportunity with ITC personnel. *Make sure
to schedule your appointment at least 2 weekdays in advance.
Be sure to write down any questions you may have concerning Blackboard and bring them to the
orientation session. ITC Student Support will be present and able to assist you with your inquiries.

If you have any further questions feel free to contact us at

blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.edu



https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/Reference/Blackboard_Learn_Videos/Student_Videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vFm_r4iG6A
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1aacdCHQyhsSRj0wRCGNEh-tal8hvFFfaHkSXios8Yk0/viewform
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Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1993.
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Bast, Robert L. Attracting New Members. Monrovia: Church Growth, Inc., 1988.
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Benjamin, Paul. The Growing Congregation. Lincoln, Ill.: Lincoln Christian College Press, 1972.
Bisagno, John R. How to Build an Evangelistic Church. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1971.

Buttry, Daniel. Bring Your Church Back to Life: Beyond Survival Mentality. Valley Forge: Judson
Press, 1988.

Cahill, Dennis J. Lifestyle Market Segmentation. Binghamton, NY: Haworth, 2006.

Callahan, Kennon L. A New Beginning for Pastors and Congregations: Building an Excellent Match
Upon Your Shared Strengths. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1999.

Clapp, Steve, and Cindy Hollenberg Snider. Creating Quality in Ministry: Insights on How Quality Can
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Deymaz, Mark. Building a Healthy Multi-Ethnic Church: Mandate, Commitments, and Practices of a
Diverse Congregation. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2007.

Dobson, Ed. Starting a Seeker Sensitive Service: How Traditional Churches Can Reach the
Unchurched. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1993.

Drucker, Peter F. Innovation and Entrepreneurship. New York, NY: HarperBusiness, 1985.

Dudley, Carl S. Where Have All Our People Gone?: New Choices for Old Churches. New York: The
Pilgrim Press, 1979.

, and Sally A. Johnson. Energizing the Congregation: Images That Shape Your Church's
Ministry. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993.

Easum, William. Dancing with Dinosaurs: Ministry in a Hostile and Hurting World. Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1993.

. How to Reach Baby Boomers. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992.

Easum, Bill, and Dave Travis. Beyond the Box: Innovative Churches That Work. Loveland: Group,
2003.

Fitch, James E. Building a Great Church Through the Sunday School: A Pastor’s Guide. Nashville:
Convention Press, 1992.

Fowler, Harry H. Breaking Barriers of New Church Growth: Increasing Attendance from 0-150. Rocky
Mount, N.C.: Creative Growth Dynamics, Inc., 1988.

Gaede, Beth Ann. Size Transitions in Congregations. The Alban Institute, 2001.
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Getz, Gene A. Sharpening the Focus of the Church. Rev. ed. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1984.

George, Carl F. How to Break Growth Barriers: Capturing Overlooked Opportunities for Church
Growth. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1993.

. Church for the Unchurched. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996.

Gleason, Michael. Building on Living Stones: New Testament Patterns and Principles of Renewal.
Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1996.

Green, Hollis L. Why Churches Die: A Guide to Basic Evangelism and Church Growth. Minneapolis:
Bethany Fellowship, 1972.

Grogan, Paul S., and Tony Proscio. Comeback Cities: A Blueprint for Urban Neighborhood Revival.
Boulder: Westview, 2000.
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Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998.
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Hale, J. Russell. The Unchurched: Who They Are and Why They Stay Away. San Francisco: Harper &
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Kotter, John P. A Sense of Urgency. Boston, MA: Harvard Business Press, 2008.
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McGavran, Donald A. How Churches Grow: The New Frontiers of Mission. Eugene, Wipf and Stock,
1955,
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