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Seminary Mission Statement

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk
with Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Course Description

The seminar will address contemporary expressions of atheism and relativism in both the
academy and culture, including issues that relate to evangelism, biblical studies, apologetics,
philosophy, and ethics. Special attention will be given to historical and intellectual precursors of
atheism and relativism, their contemporary expressions, and the methodological presuppositions
of those advocating or opposing atheism and relativism. The seminar will emphasize personal
reading, research, and writing.

Core Values Addressed

The seminar will address the core values of Doctrinal Integrity, Characteristic
Excellence, and Mission Focus most directly. Reflection on a core Christian doctrine—the
existence of God—is central to the course. Special attention is given to clear thinking and
critical reflection on positions contrary to Christian doctrine—something that is a must for
academic excellence. Also addressed will be the issue of truth, which is foundational to
theological reflection. Mission Focus is also addressed in that atheism and relativism are
significant challenges to successful Christian mission in today’s world.

Objectives

1. The student will demonstrate familiarity with issues relevant to the course subject material
by: (1) reading broadly on the historical development of the issue and (2) writing reports on
assigned readings in the field.

2. The student will demonstrate familiarity with the theological and philosophical
presuppositions and methods used in relation to atheism and relativism by writing reports on
assigned readings of relevant sources and methods.

3. The student will demonstrate familiarity with significant personalities advocating or
opposing atheism and/or relativism by: (1) writing a research paper summarizing and
critiquing the position advocated by a contemporary scholar; and (2) writing formal
responses to a paper by another student in the seminar.



4. The student will formalize and express his or her own conclusions on atheism and relativism
by writing personal a perspective on both topics—agiving special attention to how they relate
to one another.

5. Attending lectures on the subject at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford as part of the 2004 Oxford Study
Trip OR doing significant extra assigned reading and annotated bibliography.

Methodology
The seminar will utilize reading assignments, written reading reports, interaction with
professor and participants of the Oxford Study Trip, a research paper, a formal response to the
Oxford lectures, and personal perspectives. The professor will also provide a critique of each
paper individually for each student. Students will be expected to revise their papers accordingly.
The primary methodology will be individual research and writing, guided by the professor.

Grading

Grades will be assigned on the basis of the NOBTS grading scale.

Evaluation
Reading Reports 30%
Research Paper 40%
Formal Responses 15%
Annotated Bibliography 5%
Personal Perspective 10%
100%
Texts

Required

Buckley, Michael. At the Origins of Modern Atheism. New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1990.
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Morality. New York: Routledge, 2021.

Goetz, Stewart and Charles Taliaferro. Naturalism. Interventions. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2008.

Martin, Michael, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Atheism. Cambridge and New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Moreland, J. P. and Kai Nielsen, Does God Exist? The Debate Between Theists and Atheists.
Amherst, NY: Prometheus, 1993.



Oppy, Graham. Arguing About Gods. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press,
20009.

Rosenberg, Alex. The Atheist’s Guide to Reality: Enjoying Life without Illusions. New York: W.
W. Norton, 2011.

Schellenberg, J. L. The Hiddenness Argument: Philosophy’s New Challenge to Belief in God.
Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Smart, J. J. C. and J. J. Haldane, Atheism and Theism, 2d ed. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003.

Optional

Adams, Marilyn McCord and Robert Merrihew Adams, eds. The Problem of Evil. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1990; Reprint, New York: Oxford University Press, 1992,

Adler, Mortimer. How to Think about God. New York: Bantam, 1988.

. Truth in Religion: The Plurality of Religions and the Unity of Truth. New York: Collier,
1990.

Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Contra Gentiles, Trans. Anton Pegis. Notre Dame, University of
Notre Dame Press, 1975.

. Summa Theologica. Translation by Fathers of the English Dominican Province.
Westminster, MD: Christian Classics, 1981.

Baggini, Julian. Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford and New York: Oxford University
Press, 2003.

Beckwith, Francis J. and Gregory Koukl, Relativism: Feet Firmly Planted in Mid-Air. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1998.

Buckley, Michael. Denying and Disclosing God: The Ambiguous Progress of Modern Atheism.
New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2004.

Copan, Paul. True for You but Not for Me: Defeating the Slogans that Leave Christians
Speechless. Minneapolis: Bethany, 1998.

Copan, Paul and Charles Taliaferro, eds. The Naturalness of Belief: New Essays on Theism’s
Rationality. London: Lexington, 2019.

Copan, Paul and Paul K. Moser, eds., The Rationality of Theism. London: Routledge, 2003.

Craig, William Lane. The Cosmological Argument from Plato to Leibnitz. New York: Barnes and
Noble, 1978.

. The Kalam Cosmological Argument. London: Macmillan, 1979.

Craig, William Lane and Quentin Smith. Theism, Atheism, and Big Bang Cosmology. New York:
Clarendon, 1993.
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Dennett, Daniel C. Darwin’s Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meanings of Life. New York:
Simon & Schuster, 1995.

Drange, Theodore. Nonbelief and Evil: Two Arguments for the Nonexistence of God. Amherst,
NY: Prometheus, 1998.

Durkheim, Emile. The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. Translated by Carol Cosman. Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.

Freud, Sigmund. The Future of an Illusion. In Sigmund Freud Collected Writings. Translated by
A. A. Brill. Seattle: Pacific Publishing Studio, 2010.

Hick, John, ed. The Existence of God: From Plato to A. J. Ayer on the Question "Does God
Exist?" New York: Macmillan, 1964.

Marx, Karl. Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right. Translated by Annette Jolin and Joseph
O’Malley. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1970.

McGrath, Alister. The Twilight of Atheism: The Rise and Fall of Disbelief in the Modern World.
Bantam, 2004.

Pascal, Blaise. Pensees. Translated by A. J. Krailsheimer. London, Penguin, 1966.

Plantinga, Alvin C. God and Other Minds: A Study of the Rational Justification of Belief in God.
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1967; reprint, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
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. God, Freedom, and Evil. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974.
——— Warranted Christian Belief. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
Quinn, Philip L. and Kevin Meeker, eds. The Philosophical Challenge of Religious Diversity.

New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Schellenberg, J. L. Progressive Atheism: How Moral Evolution Changes the God Debate.
London and New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2019.

Smith, George H. Why Atheism? Amherst, NY: Prometheus, 2000.

Sobel, Jordan Howard. Logic and Theism: Arguments For and Against Beliefs in God.
Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004.

Stewart, Robert B. ed., God and Comology: William Lane Craig and Sean Carroll in Dialogue.
Minneapolis: Fortress, 2016.

, The Future of Atheism: Alister McGrath and Daniel Dennett in Dialogue. Minneapolis:
Fortress, 2008.

Stump, Eleonore. Reasoned Faith: Essays in Philosophical Theology in Honor of Norman
Kretzmann. Brattleboro, VT: Echo Point, 2014.

Wallace, Stan W. Does God Exist? The Craig-Flew Debate. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003.



Wielenberg, Erik J. Robust Ethics: The Metaphysics and Epistemology of Godless Normative
Realism. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2014.

Zacharias, Ravi. A Shattered Visage: The Real Face of Atheism. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993.

Seminar Schedule

Week 1 Intro to Course RBS
8/17 Introductory Lectures by Professor

Week 2 CCA 69-117;
8/24 CCA 118-165

Week 3 CCA 166-98, 199-232;
8/31 CCA 250-99

Week 4 Rosenberg
9/7 Goetz and Taliaferro

Week 5 Schellenberg
9/14 Moreland and Nielsen

Week 6 Oppy
9/21 Buckley

Week 7 Smart & Haldane
9/28 Craig, Wielenberg, & Johnson

Week 8 Discussion on Science and Christianity
10/5

Week 9 Tutorial/Research and Writing
10/12

10/19-23 FALL BREAK

Week 10 Tutorial/Research and Writing
10/26

Week 11 Tutorial/Research and Writing
11/2

Week 12 Tutorial/Research and Writing
11/9

Week 13 Paper 1, Formal Responses
11/16

11/23-27 THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 14 Paper 2, Formal Responses
11/30

Week 15 Paper 3, Formal Responses
12/7

Week 16 Personal Perspectives
12/14 Annotated Bibliographies
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——— "Wallace Matson and the Crude Cosmological Argument.” Australasian Journal of
Philosophy 57 (June 1979): 163-170.

. "What Place, then, for a Creator?: Hawking on God and Creation." British Journal for
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Dembski, William A., ed. Mere Creation: Science, Faith and Intelligent Design. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998.
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——— "The Missing Premise in the Cosmological Argument.” Modern Schoolman 56(1978):
31-45.

Geisler, Norman L. and Winfried Corduan. Philosophy of Religion, 2" ed. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1988.
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Hamden, CT: Anchor, 1967.

. He Who Is. n.c.: By the Author, 1943. Reprinted., n.c.: Longmans, Green, and Co.
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