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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great
Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Core Value Focus

The seminary has five core values. The core value focus for academic year 2015-2016 is Characteristic Excellence. This course

supports the five core values of the seminary.

1. Doctrinal Integrity: Knowing that the Bible is the Word of God, we believe it, teach it, proclaim it, and submit to it. This
course addresses Doctrinal Integrity specifically by preparing students to grow in understanding and interpreting of the
Bible.

2. Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping community emphasizing both personal spirituality and gathering together as a
Seminary family for the praise and adoration of God and instruction in His Word. Spiritual Vitality is addressed by
reminding students that a dynamic relationship with God is vital for effective ministry.

3. Mission Focus: We are not here merely to get an education or to give one. We are here to change the world by fulfilling the
Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. This course addresses Mission
Focus by helping students understand the biblical foundations for fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great
Commandments.

4. Characteristic Excellence: What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and resources as a testimony to the glory of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Characteristic Excellence is addressed by preparing students to excel in their ability to
interpret Scripture, which is foundational to effective ministry.

5. Servant Leadership: We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and influence through the nurture and
encouragement of those around us. Servant Leadership is modeled by classroom deportment.

Curriculum Competencies

The seminary has seven curriculum competencies: Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Discipleship Making,
Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership, Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. This course addresses six
competencies directly and one indirectly.

1. Biblical Exposition: by preparing students to interpret and communicate the Bible accurately.

2.  Christian Theological Heritage: through study of historical and modern methods of interpreting Scripture, thus enhancing
the development of theological and interpretive principles.

Discipleship Making: by modeling the principles of discipleship through classroom deportment.

Interpersonal Skills: through interaction among students within the group.

Servant Leadership: by modeling and reflecting the attitude of Christ in the life of a disciple.

Spiritual and Character Formation: through discussion and modeling of spiritual disciplines.

AN

Course Description

This Ph.D. reading colloquium in Biblical Hermeneutics covers a variety of topics essential for a complete understanding of
interpretation of Old Testament genre. The student is expected to read thoroughly the assigned material and to participate actively
in the discussions of the material. Written reviews and/or summaries of the works are expected. This colloquium addresses
specifically Old Testament genre within the field of Biblical Hermeneutics.
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Required Textbooks
Narrative

1. Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. New York: Basic Books, 1981.
. Berlin, Adele. Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative. Sheffield: Almond Press, 1983.
. Walsh, Jerome T. Old Testament Narrative: A Guide to Interpretation. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009.

W N

Pentateuch

4. Vogt, Peter T. Interpreting the Pentateuch: An Exegetical Handbook. In Handbooks for Old Testament Exegesis. Grand
Rapids: Kregel, 2009.

Prophets

5. VanGemeren, Willem A. Interpreting the Prophetic Word: An Introduction to the Prophetic Literature of the Old Testament.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.

Poetry and Wisdom

6. Crenshaw, James. Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction. Revised and Enlarged. Louisville: Westminster John Knox,
1998.

7. Petersen, David L., and Kent Harold Richards. Interpreting Hebrew Poetry. In Old Testament Series. Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 1993.

Theology

8. Baker, David W., and Bill T. Arnold, eds. The Face of Old Testament Studies: A Survey of Contemporary Approaches. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 1999.

9. Brueggemann, Walter. Old Testament Theology: An Introduction. In Library of Biblical Theology. Nashville: Abingdon,
2008.

10. Hasel, Gerhard, Old Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate. 4™ ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991.

Methodology and Practice of Interpretation

11. Barton, John. Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study. Revised and Enlarged. Louisville: Westminster John
Knox Press, 1996.

12. Chisholm, Robert B., Jr. From Exegesis to Exposition: A Practical Guide to Using Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Books, 1998.

13. Stuart, Douglas. Old Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 4™ ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox
Press, 2009.

Text
14. Tov, Emmanuel. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. 3™ ed. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2012.
Course Requirements

The student will:
1. Read and review the required texts as stipulated in the schedule below.
a. Each student will prepare a review of one book and one review of selected chapters in another book for each meeting.
The review will consist of the following: bibliographic data about the author, the thesis/purpose of the book, a
summary of the development of the thesis, a critique of the book, and a synopsis of 3 reviews of the book from
scholarly journals (if available). The book review should be 4-5 pages, single-spaced. The chapters review should be 2-
3 pages, single-spaced.
b. Each student will read the books being reviewed by fellow students in order to discuss the books during the meeting.
2. Participate actively in the discussion of the readings.
3. Attend every meeting. Because of the nature of the course, no absences are allowed. If emergency situations dictate an
absence, the student will schedule a make-up session with the professor. Work is still due the day scheduled even if the
student is absent. Any student missing more than one meeting must repeat the colloquium.



Course Schedule
All class meetings is 6:00-8:00 PM.
September 1
Book Review
Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Adele Berlin, Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Jerome Walsh, Old Testament Narrative: A Guide to Interpretation

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Chapters Review

David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 1-2

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 3-4

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 5-6

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

October 6
Book Review
Peter Vogt, Interpreting the Pentateuch: An Exegetical Handbook

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

James Crenshaw, Old Testament Wisdom

Reviewer:

Reviewer:




David Petersen and Kent Richards, Interpreting Hebrew Poetry

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Chapters Review
David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 7-8

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 9 and 11

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 12-13

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

November 3
Book Review
Gerhard Hasel, Old Testament Theology. Basic Issues in the Current Debate. 4" ed.

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

John Barton, Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Walter Brueggemann, Old Testament Theology: An Introduction

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Chapters Review

Willem VanGemeren, Interpreting the Prophetic Word, chapters 1-3

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Willem VanGemeren, Interpreting the Prophetic Word, chapters 8 and 12

Reviewer:

Reviewer:




David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 10 and 14

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

December 1
Book Review
Douglas Stuart, Old Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors, 4" ed.

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Robert Chisholm, From Exegesis to Exposition: A Practical Guide for Using Biblical Hebrew

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Emmanuel Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible, 3" ed.

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Chapters Review

David Baker and Bill Arnold, The Face of Old Testament Studies, chapters 15-16

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Willem VanGemeren, Interpreting the Prophetic Word, chapters 4-7

Reviewer:

Reviewer:

Willem VanGemeren, Interpreting the Prophetic Word, chapters 9-11

Reviewer:

Reviewer:




SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. New York: Basic Books, 1981.
. The Art of Biblical Poetry. New York: Basic Books, 1985.
. The World of Biblical Literature. New York: Basic Books, 1992.

Anderson, Cheryl B. Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2009.

Baker, David W., and Bill T. Arnold, eds. The Face of Old Testament Studies: A Survey of Contemporary Approaches. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 1999.

Bar-Efrat, Shimon. Narrative Art in the Bible. Sheffield: Almond, 1992.
Barr, James. The Scope & Authority of the Bible. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1980.

Bartholomew, Craig G., and David J. H. Beldman, eds. Hearing the Old Testament: Listening for God’s Address. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2012.

Bartholomew, Craig G., et al eds. “Behind the Text”: History and Biblical Interpretation. In Scripture and Hermeneutics Series.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

. Canon and Biblical Interpretation. In Scripture and Hermeneutics Series. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006.

Barton, John. Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study. Revised and Enlarged. Louisville: Westminster John Knox
Press, 1996.

Berlin, Adele. The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985.
. Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994.
Bray, Gerald. Biblical Interpretation: Past and Present. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996.
Bridge, Steven L. Getting the Old Testament: What It Meant to Them, What It Means for Us. Peabody, MA: Hedrickson, 2009.
Brown, Jeannine K. Scripture as Communication: Introducing Biblical Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007.

Brown, Jerry Wayne. The Rise of Biblical Criticism in America, 1800-1870,; The New England Scholars. Middleton, Conn:
Wesleyan University Press, 1969.

Broyles, C. C., ed. Interpreting the Old Testament. A Guide for Exegesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001.
Bruce, F. F. The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978.
Brueggemann, Walter. Old Testament Theology: An Introduction. In Library of Biblical Theology. Nashville: Abingdon, 2008.

Cameron, Nigel M. de S. Biblical Higher Criticism and the Defense of Infallibilism in 19th Century Britain. In Text and Studies
in Religion Vol. 33. Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1987.

Carson, D.A. and Woodbridge, John D., eds. Hermeneutics, Authority, and Canon Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986.

Chisholm, Robert B., Jr. From Exegesis to Exposition: A Practical Guide to Using Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.
Corley, Bruce, Grant Lovejoy, and Steve W. Lemke, eds. Biblical Hermeneutics. 2d ed. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2002.
Cotterell, Peter. Linguistics and Biblical Interpretation. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1989.

Couch, Mal, ed. An Introduction to Classical Evangelical Hermeneutics: A Guide to the History and Practice of Biblical

Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2000.
Cox, William E. An Examination of Dispensationalism. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1963.



Crenshaw, James. Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction. Revised and Enlarged. Louisville:Westminster John Knox, 1998.
Dana, H. E. & Glaze, R. E. Interpreting the New Testament. Nashville: Broadman, 1961.

Danker, Frederick W. Multipurpose Tools for Bible Study, Revised and Expanded. St. Louis: Augsburg Publishing House,
1993.

Dyck, Elmer, ed. The Act of Bible Reading: A Multi-disciplinary Approach to Biblical Interpretation. Downers Grove:
InterVarsity Press, 1996.

Evans, Craig A. and Stinespring, William F., eds. Early Jewish and Christian Exegesis: Studies in Memory of William Hugh
Brownlee. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1987.

Fee, Gordon D. Gospel and Spirit: Issues in New Testament Herrmeneutics. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1991.

Fee, Gordon D., and Douglas K. Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth. 3d ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.
Ferguson, Duncan S. Biblical Hermeneutics. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1986.

Fitzmyer, Joseph A. An Introductory Bibliography for the Study of Scripture. Rev. ed. Rome: Biblical Institute Press, 1981.
France, R. T. Women in the Church’s Ministry: A Test Case for Biblical Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997.

Froehlich, Karlfried, trans. and ed. Biblical Interpretation in the Early Church. In Sources of Early Christian Thought. Edited by
William G. Rusch. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984.

Gignilliat, Mark S. A Brief History of Old Testament Criticism: From Benedict Spinoza to Brevard Childs. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2012.

Goldsworthy, Graeme. Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics: Foundations and Principles of Evangelical Biblical Interpretation.
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2006.

Gorman, M. J. The Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Ministers and Students. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2001.

Grant, Robert with David Tracy. 4 Short History of Interpretation of the Bible. Second edition revised and enlarged.
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984.

Greidanus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary Hermeneutical Method. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1999.

Hasel, Gerhard, Old Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate. 4" ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991.
Hayes, John H. and Holladay, Carl R. Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook. Rev. ed. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1987.

Howard, David M., Jr., and Michael A Grisanti, eds. Giving the Sense: Understanding and Using Old Testament Historical
Texts. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2003.

Johnson, Cedric B. The Psychology of Biblical Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1983.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr., and Moisés Silva. Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics: The Search for Meaning. Revised and expanded.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 1994.

Kennedy, George A. New Testament Interpretation through Rhetorical Criticism. Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North
Carolina Press, 1984.

Kille, D. Andrew. Psychological Biblical Criticism. In Guides to Biblical Scholarship. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2001.

Kostenberger, Andreas, and Richard D. Patterson. Invitation to Biblical Hermeneutics. In Invitation to Theological Studies
Series. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2011.

Krentz, Edgar. The Historical-Critical Method. In Guides to Biblical Scholarship. Edited by Gene M. Tucker. Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1975.

Kugel, James. The Idea of Biblical Poetry. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1981.



Long, V. Philips. The Art of Biblical History. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.
Longman, Tremper, II1. Literary Approaches to Biblical Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987.
. Making Sense of the Old Testament: Three Crucial Questions. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1998.
Maier, Gerhard. Biblical Hermeneutics. Wheaton: Crossway, 1994.
McKim, Donald K., ed. 4 Guide to Contemporary Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986.
. The Authoritative Word: Essays on the Nature of Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.
Mickelsen, A. Berkeley. Interpreting the Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1963.

Montgomery, John Warwick, ed. God’s Inerrant Word: An International Symposium on the Trustworthiness of Scripture.
Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, Inc., 1974.

Neill, Stephen. The Interpretation of the New Testament 1861-1961. New York: Oxford University Press, 1966.

Oeming, Manfred. Contemporary Biblical Hermeneutics: An Introduction. Translated by Joachim Vette. Burlington, VT:
Ashgate Publishing Co., 2006.

Osborne, Grant R. The Hermeneutical Spiral. Revised and expanded. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2006.

Petersen, David L., and Kent Harold Richards. Interpreting Hebrew Poetry. In Old Testament Series. Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 1993.

Porter, Stanley E., and Beth M. Stovell, eds. Biblical Hermeneutics: Five Views. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2012.

Poythress, Vern Sheridan. Science and Hermeneutics: Implications of Scientific method for Biblical Interpretation. In
Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Vol. 6. Edited by Moisés Silva. Grand Rapids: Academic Books,
Zondervan Press, 1988.

Ramm, Bernard. Protestant Biblical Interpretation: A Textbook of Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1970.

Ramm, Bernard L. et al. Hermeneutics. In Practical Theology Series. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, n.d.

Russell, Letty M., Editor. Feminist Interpretation of the Bible. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1985.

Ryken, Leland. How to Read the Bible as Literature. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.

Sandy, D. Brent. Plowshares and Pruning Hooks: Rethinking the Language of Biblical Prophecy and Apocalyptic. Downers
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002.

Sandy, D. Brent, and Ronald L. Giese, Jr. Cracking Old Testament Codes: A Guide to Interpreting the Literary Genres of the
Old Testament. Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 1995.

Silva, Moisés. Has the Church Misread the Bible? The History of Interpretation in the Light of Current Issues. In Foundations of
Contemporary Interpretation. Vol. 1. Edited by Moisés Silva. Grand Rapids: Academic Books, Zondervan Press, 1987.

. Biblical Words and Their Meaning: An Introduction to Lexical Semantics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983.
Sire, James W. Scripture Twisting: 20 Ways the Cults Misread the Bible. Dowers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1980.
Smart James D. The Interpretation of Scripture. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1961.
Soulen, Richard. Handbook of Biblical Criticism, rev. ed. Atlanta: John Knox Press,1981.
Sternberg, Meir. The Poetics of Biblical Narrative. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1987.
Stuart, Douglas K. Old Testament Exegesis. 4" ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009.

Talbert, Charles H. What is a Gospel?: The Genre of the Canonical Gospels. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1977.



Tate, W. Randolph. Biblical Interpretation: An Integrated Approach. Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers.
Inc., 1991.

Tov, Emmanuel. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. 3™ ed. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2012.
Trible, Phyllis. Rhetorical Criticism: Context, Method, and the Book of Jonah. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1994.

VanGemeren, Willem A. Interpreting the Prophetic Word: An Introduction to the Prophetic Literature of the Old Testament.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.

Virkler, Henry A. Hermeneutics: Principles and Process of Biblical Interpretation. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1981.

Vogt, Peter T. Interpreting the Pentateuch: An Exegetical Handbook. In Handbooks for Old Testament Exegesis. Grand Rapids:
Kregel, 2009.

Walsh, Jerome T. Old Testament Narrative: A Guide to Interpretation. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009.
Ward, Wayne E. The Word Comes Alive. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1969.
Wilson, Robert R. Sociological Approaches to the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984.

Wood, A. Skevington. The Principles of Biblical Interpretation: As Enunciated by Irenaeus, Origen, Augustine, Luther and
Calvin. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1967.

Wood, James D. The Interpretation of the Bible: A Historical Introduction. London: Gerald Duckworth and Co. Ltd., 1958.



