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Course Description 
An analytical survey will be made of the historical development of Christian education, the 
major philosophical perspectives of education, and the theological foundations for intentional, 
consistent, and life-long spiritual formation in the local church. Students will research and 
discuss selected educational trends in history, major contemporary philosophical perspectives 
of education, and the theological implications of effective educational practice. Finally, students 
will develop a personal philosophy of Christian education that provides practical direction for 
discipling present and prospective church members of all ages. 

Learning Objectives 

Learning Goals and Objectives: 
 

1. Students will demonstrate understanding of the Disciplers' Model as a framework for 
intentional and consistent spiritual formation in local churches by correctly defining and 
describing the seven elements of the Model. 
 

2. Students will demonstrate understanding of the scope of the seminar by describing in their 
own words the place of history, philosophy, and theology in the study of Christian 
education.  
 

3. Students will demonstrate understanding of the historical precedents, philosophical 
perspectives, and theological constructs of contemporary Christian Education by doing 
such things as these: 
 
Writing and presenting research on an assigned historical age, educational philosophy, 
and theological element as these relate to contemporary Christian education thought 
and practice.  
 
Preparing visual aids and analytic questions to support the presentation of research to 
fellow students.  
 

4. Students will demonstrate understanding of the history, philosophy, and theology of 
Christian Education by synthesizing a "Framework for Growing Believers in the Lord in 
the Local Church (Eph 4:15)" from personal research and presentations in the seminar.  
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Objective 1,2 are pre-seminar assignments (reading texts and powerpoints, viewing video 
tapes). Objective 3 is accomplished in the three seminar meetings with assigned topics 
and presentations. Objective 4 is a post-seminar assignment. 

  
Core Texts: 

Anthony, Michael J., ed. Introducing Christian Education: Foundations for the Twenty-first 
Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001. 

 
_________________ and Warren S. Benson. Exploring the History & Philosophy of Christian 

Education: Principles for the 21st Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2003. 
 
Estep, James R., Michael J. Anthony, and Gregg R. Allison. A Theology for Christian Education. 

Nashville: B&H Publishers, 2008. 
 
Knight, George R. Philosophy & Education: An Introduction in Christian Perspective, 4th ed. 

Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2006.  
 
Course Outline 

Pre-seminar Preparation 
1. Read course-related materials: Syllabus, Welcome, Introduction to History, Philosophy, and 

Theology of Christian Education (Blackboard "Course Documents") 
 
2. Read preliminary materials related to Theology of Christian Education: ("Course Documents") 
 > View introductory video: "Theory and Practice: History, Philosophy, and Theology in 

  the Pursuit of Intentional and Long-term Spiritual Growth in the Local Church" 
 > Power point: "The Disciplers' Model"  
 > Power point: "The Christian Teachers' Triad" 
 > Power point: "The Role of Scripture in Christian Education" (2011 NAPCE* keynote) 
   *North American Professors of Christian Education (www.napce.org) 
 
3. Research assigned historical era in Christian Education: 
 > Old Testament Roots: Religious education in Israel 
 > New Testament Roots: Christian Education in the Early Church 
 > Christian Education in the Reformation (16th-17th centuries) 
 > Christian Education in Early America (late 18th and 19th centuries) 
 > Christian Education in Twentieth Century America 
   Core text: Anthony and Benson 
 
4. Work with your team to prepare formal presentation of principles gleaned from your 

research.  
> Synthesize elements drawn from your assigned historical viewpoint with   

 insights gained from readings. 
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> Consider practical problems in contemporary local church Christian Education and 
 address these from your findings 

> Write as a team a 12-15 page formal paper presenting your findings and solutions. 
(option:  write three individual 4-5 page papers over chosen sub-themes) 

> Prepare engaging ("conversational lecture") presentation and powerpoint highlighting 
key issues of your paper (30 minute presentation). Explain context and principles 
clearly (instruct, but avoid reading your paper). Engage your colleagues with 
questions to insure understanding (dialogue, but avoid superficial chatting). At , 
the conclusion of your presentation, facilitate a 30-minute discussion of themes. 

 
First Session, September 13-14, 2012 
Thursday 
1. Yount: Welcome powerpoint/video  
2. Present papers/powerpoints in historical order. (30 minutes) 
3. Presenters facilitate discussion over key points and questions of the group. (30 minutes) 
4. Seminar participants divided into two groups for the remaining class time Thursday 
 > Reflect on presentations within your group 
 > Analyze the various historical viewpoints in light of Scripture 
 > What five principles have you learned from history that will guide future planning and 

  practice in your various Christian Education programs? 
Friday 
1. Each group presents summary of their discussions on Scripture and their "five principles." 
2. Yount: "Three Problems of Philosophy and Five Problems of Education: Five Major Views" 
3. Assignments made for research and presentation on Philosophy and Christian Education. 
 
 Essentialism: "The Essentials" 
  > Idealistic education (Plato) 
  > Realist education (Aristotle) 
 
 Perennialism: "Mental discipline" 
  > Neo-Thomist education (Aquinas, Roman Catholic education) 
 
 Progressivism: "Democratic problem-solving" 
  > Pragmatic education (Dewey) 
 
 Existentialism: "Self and Individual choice" 
  > Existential education (Kierkegaard) 
  > Humanistic education (Maslow, Summerhill School) 
 
 Postmodernism: "Relativism and social diversity" 
  >Pragmatic education: "Democratic problem-solving" 
  > Existential education: "Self and individual choice" 
  > Marxist education: "It Takes a Village" (Vygotsky) 
   core text: Knight 
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4. The remainder of the Friday seminar can be used in library research on your assigned 

philosophy. 
 
Second Session, November 1-2, 2012 
Preparation 
See "4. Prepare Formal Presentation. . ." (p. 2-3)  for guidelines 
 
Thursday 
1. Yount: “Overview: Philosophy and Education” 
3. Present papers/powerpoints on philosophical positions. 
4. Presenters will facilitate discussion over key points and questions of the group 
5. Seminar will be divided into two groups for the remaining class time Thursday 
 > Reflect on presentations within your group 
 > Analyze the various philosophical viewpoints in light of Scripture 
 > What five principles have you learned from philosophy that will guide future planning 

  and practice in your various Christian Education programs? 
 
Friday 
1. Each group will informally present a summary of their discussions on Scripture and their "five 

principles." 
2. Yount: "A Theology of Christian Education" 
3. Assignments will be made for research and presentation on Theology and  Christian 

Education. 
 > The Role of God in Christian Education: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 > The Role of Scripture in Christian Education (Yount: NAPCE key-note) 
 > The Role of Pastor-Teacher in Christian Education ("Beyond source of wisdom") 
 > The Role of Learner in Christian Education ("Beyond passive receiver") 
 > The Role of Method in Christian Education ("Beyond structured telling") 
 > The Role of Outcome in Christian Education ("Beyond Ten More Next Sunday") 
 > The Role of Social Impact in Christian Education: Church koinonia ("Beyond Self")  
 > The Role of Social Impact in Christian Education: Community and the World ("Beyond 

Us") 
 
3. The remainder of the Friday seminar can be used in library research to engage theological 

issues in Christian Education. 
 
Third Session, November 29-30, 2012 
Preparation 
Read Chapter One, "A Theology of Christian Education" in Teaching Ministry of the   

 Church, 2nd ed (2008) - Posted on Blackboard 
See "4. Prepare Formal Presentation. . ." (p. 2-3)  for guidelines 
 
Thursday 
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1. Yount: “Overview: Theology and Education” 
2. Present papers/powerpoints on assigned theological elements. 
3. Presenters will facilitate discussion over key points and questions of the group 
4. Seminar will be divided into two groups for the remaining class time Thursday 
 > Reflect on presentations within your group 
 > Analyze the various theological viewpoints in light of Scripture 
 > What five principles have you learned from philosophy that will guide future planning 

  and practice in your various Christian Education programs? 
 
Friday 
1. Each group will informally present a summary of their discussions on Scripture and their "five 

principles." 
2. Yount: "The Ideal and the Ordeal: Academic Discourse and Local Church Realities" 
3. Assignment: Write a personal reflection on the history, philosophy, and theology of Christian 

education. Make this an academic paper with personal applications. Reference seminar 
papers and research already done. 

3. Group lunch 
 
 
Extended Bibliography for Reference 
 
Aquinas, Thomas.  A Summa of the Summa:  The Essential Philosophical Passages of St. Thomas 

Aquinas’ Summa Theologica, Peter Kreeft, ed.  San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1990. 
 
Astley, Jeff.  The Philosophy of Christian Religious Education.  Birmingham, AL: Religious 

Education Press, 1994. 
 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo.  Against the Academics, trans. by John J. O’Meara.  New York: 

Newman Press, 1951. 
 
________.  Augustine:  On Education, trans. by George Howie.  Chicago: Regnery, 1969. 

 
________.  The Teacher:  The Free Choice of the Will.  Grace and Free Will, trans. by Robert P. 

Russell.  Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 1968. 
 

Behe, Michael.  Darwin’s Black Box:  The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution.  New York: 
Touchstone, 1996. 

 
Bowlin, John R.  Contingency and Fortune in Aquinas’s Ethics.  Cambridge, NY: Cambridge 

University Press, 1999. 
 
Bowman, Locke E.  Teaching for Christian Hearts, Souls and Minds:  A Constructive, Holistic 

Approach to Christian Education.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1990. 
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Burgess, Harold William.  Models of Religious Education:  Theory and Practice in Historical and 
Contemporary Perspective.  Wheaton, Ill: Victor Books, 1996. 

 
Bushnell, Horace.  Christian Nurture.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979. 
 
Byrne, Herbert W.  John Wesley and Learning.  Salem, OH: Schmul Pub. Co., 1997. 
 
Carr, David.  Making Sense of Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy and Theory of 

Education and Teaching.  New York: RoutledgeFalmer, 2003. 
 

Clement of Alexandria.  Christ the Educator, trans. by Simon P. Wood.  New York: Fathers of the 
Church, Inc., 1954. 

 
Coe, George Albert.  What is Christian Education?.  New York: Scribner, 1935. 

 
Colson, Charles, with Anne  Morse.  Burden of Truth:  Defending Truth in an Age of Unbelief.  

Wheaton, Ill: Tyndale House, 1997. 
 

Colson, Charles, with Nancy Pearcey.  A Dance with Deception:  Revealing the Truth Behind the 
Headlines.  Dallas: Word, 1993. 

 
Darwin, Charles.  The Origin of the Species:  by Means of Natural Selection of the Preservation of 

Favored Races in the Struggle for Life.  New York: Hurst and Co., n.d. 
 

Dembski, William A., ed.  Mere Creation:  Science, Faith, and Intelligent Design.  Downers Grove, 
Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

 
DeMolen, Richard L., ed.  Erasmus.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1973. 
 
Dewey, John.  Education Today.  ed. by Joseph Ratner.  New York: Greenwood Press, 1969. 

 
________.  John Dewey:  His Contribution to the American Tradition, ed. by Irwin Edman.  

Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1955. 
 

________.  John Dewey on Education:  Selected Writings.  ed. by Reginald D. Archambault.  New 
York: Modern Library, 1964. 

 
Dockery, David S., ed.  The Challenge of Postmodernism:  An Evangelical Engagement.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 1997. 
 
Edge, Findley B.  Teaching for Results, rev. ed.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1995. 
 
Eldridge, Daryl, ed.  The Teaching Ministry of the Church:  Integrating Biblical Truth and 

Contemporary Application.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1995. 
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Eliot, T. S.  Christianity and Culture.  New York: Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich, 1968. 
 
Erasmus, Desiderius.  Christian Humanism and the Reformation:  Selected Writings, with The 

Life of Erasmus, by Beatus Rhenanus, ed. by John C. Olin.  New York: Harper and Row, 1965. 
 
Feinberg, Joel and Russ Shafer-Landau.  Reason and Responsibility:  Readings in Some Basic 

Problems of Philosophy, 10th ed.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Pub., 1999. 
 
Frederick, Eby.  Early Protestant Educators; the Educational Writings of Martin Luther, John 

Calvin, and Other Leaders of Pretestant Thought.  New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 
inc., 1931. 

 
Freire, Paulo.  Pedagogy of Hope:  Reliving Pedagogy of the Oppressed, trans. by Robert R. Barr.  

New York: Continuum, 1994. 
 
Gale, Richard M.  The Divided Self of William James.  Cambridge, NY: Cambridge University 

Press, 1999. 
 
Gangel, Kenneth O. and Warren S. Benson.  Christian Education:  Its History and Philosophy.  

Chicago: Moody Press, 1983. 
 

Gardner, Howard.  The Disciplined Mind:  What all Students should Understand.  New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 1999. 

 
Geisler, Norman L., and Ronald M. Brooks.  When Skeptics Ask:  A Handbook of Christian 

Evidence.  Wheaton, Ill.: Victor, 1998. 
 

Gibbs, Eugene S., ed.  A Reader in Christian Education Foundations and Basic Perspectives.  
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1992. 

 
Groome, Thomas H.  Christian Religious Education:  Sharing Our Story and Vision.  San 

Francisco: Harper & Row, 1980. 
 

Harris, Maria and Gabriel Moran.  Reshaping Religious Education:  Conversations on 
Contemporary Practice.  Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1998. 

 
Holmes, Arthur F.  Building the Christian Academy.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2001. 
 
Ignatius of Loyola.  The Sjpiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, trans. by Anthony Mottola.  New York: 

Image Books, 1964. 
 
Jaki, Stanley S.  Means to Message:  A Treatise on Truth.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Pub., 
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1999. 
 
James, William.  Talks to Teachers on Psychology and to Students on Some of Life’s Ideals.  New 

York: Henry Holt and Co., 1905. 
 
________.  The Philosophy of William James.  New York: Random House, ND. 
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Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
Klemke, E. D., A. David Kline, and Robert Hollinger, eds.  Philosophy:  Contemporary 

Perspectives on Perennial Issues, 4th ed.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994. 
 
Lee, James Michael.  The Content of Religious Instruction:  A Social Science Approach.  

Birmingham: Religious Education Press, 1985. 
 

________.  The Flow of Religious Instruction:  A Social Science Approach.  Mishawaka, Ind.: 
Religious Education Press, 1975. 

 
________.  The Shape of Religious Instruction:  A Social-Science Approach.  Dayton, Ohio: 
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Leslie, John, ed.  Modern Cosmology & Philosophy.  Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 1998. 
 
Luther, Martin.  A Short Explanation of Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Chatechism, ed. by the 
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Pub. Co., 1963. 

 
Marsden, George M.  The Soul of the American University:  From Protestant Establishment to 

Established Nonbelief.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
Martin, Robert K.  The Incarnate Ground of Christian Faith:  Towards a Christian Theological 

Epistemology for the Educational Ministry of the Church.  Lanham, MD: University Press of 
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