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Seminary Mission: 

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill 

the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-12) and the Great Commandments (Matthew 

22:34-40) through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Course Purpose 

The purpose of this course is to help equip those studying at NOBTS to fulfill the Great 

Commission (Matthew 28: 16-20) through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Core Value Focus 

Our seminary has five cores values: doctrinal integrity, spiritual vitality, mission focus, 

characteristic excellence, and servant leadership. This course relates in some way to all 

five core values but especially mission focus which states in part: “We are here to change 

the world by fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the 

local church and its ministries.” Characteristic excellence is the emphasized core value of 

2011-2012 at NOBTS: “We want everything we do to be characterized by offering 
the utmost of our abilities and resources as a testimony to the glory of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.” This should especially be true in missions involvement. 
 

 

Curriculum Competencies Addressed 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has seven basic competencies guiding the 

NOBTS curriculum.  This course supports and relates to various competencies such as 

servant leadership, interpersonal skills, and spiritual and character formation. The 

disciple making competency which stated is “to stimulate church health through 

mobilizing the church for missions, evangelism, discipleship, and church growth” is 

especially addressed in the curriculum of this course. 

 

 

Course Description 

An in-depth study of changing trends in missions at home and abroad is pursued, with 

special analysis of the newer approaches.  Emphasis is placed on philosophy and 

methodology. 
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Student Learning Outcomes 

1. The student will become familiar with current trends in missions in relationship to 

North America. 

 

2. The student will become acquainted with current trends in missions in relationship to 

the international setting.     

 

3. The student will gain an understanding of current approaches being applied to mission 

work. 

 

4. The student will demonstrate the ability to articulate concerning current mission 

philosophy and methodology. 

 

5. The student will demonstrate research and writing skills. 

 

6. The student will demonstrate the ability to teach mission methods and principles. 

 

Course  Teaching Methodology 

1. The primary course method will involve student research and reporting of that research 

in papers and seminar presentations.  Students are expected to be knowledgeable of basic 

research methodologies and to hone their research skills beyond the basic level. 

 

2. Presentations and small-group discussions will be utilized to enhance and promote 

personal assimilation and integration of course concepts and content.  Students are 

expected to be active participants in seminar discussions. 

 

3. Student interaction with peers, resource persons, seminary faculty members, and the 

course instructor are encouraged during the duration of this class to facilitate insights 

about current mission methods and principles. Conferences with the instructor are invited 

and may be accomplished via telephone, e-mail, or office visits. 

 

 Course Textbooks 

McGavran, Donald A. Understanding Church Growth. Revised and edited by C. Peter 

Wagner. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990. 

 

Winter, Ralph D. and Hawthorne, Steven C., editors. Perspectives on the World Christian 

Movement.  Fourth Edition. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2009. 

 

Other books as required during the course of the seminar. 

 

In addition to the required textbooks, members of the seminar will be asked to read 

various articles, journals, or internet resources as required by the instructor. 
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Course Requirements 

1. Read each of the assigned texts, articles and other reading assignments.  

 

2. Prepare each week to participate in seminar discussion related to readings, guest 

presentations, or presentations by members of the seminar. A portion of the individual’s 

seminar grade will be based on one’s degree of weekly participation in seminar 

discussions. 

 

3.  Write and submit a critical review of the third edition of McGavran’s Understanding 

Church Growth. The review should be eight to ten pages in length, double-spaced, and 

written with proper Turabian form.  The review should include these elements: (1) 

Summarize briefly the six parts of the book in two to three pages. (2) Evaluate the book’s 

content from a biblical, theological, and missiological perspective.  (3) Discuss two or 

more key concepts from the book with which you agree or disagree. Explain logically 

and supposed with Scripture, theology, and missiological foundations why you agree or 

disagree with a concept. If you disagree, explain how you would correct what has been 

written.  The review will be due on the first seminar meeting. 

 

4. Be prepared to give an overview of assigned chapters the day the review is due. Plan to 

use approximately one hour to discuss one’s evaluation of the book and key concepts 

from the book as presented in # 3 above (2) and (3). 

 

5. Write and submit a critical review of a second assigned book. Follow the same steps as 

# 3 and 4 above.  The second critical review will be due for the second seminar meeting. 

 

6. On assigned dates be prepared to lead the seminar discussion related to the seminar 

assignments of the day. Example- Prepare a medium paper of a minimum of fifteen pages 

of text double-spaced pages to help guide our discussion. The paper should follow proper 

Turabian form. 

 

7. Read assigned chapters from Perspectives. Prepare a summary and application of two 

pages for selected chapters as assigned by the professor. 

 

8. Prepare an annotated bibliography of a minimum of thirty and maximum of forty 

books relating to missions methods and principles. Each page of the bibliography may 

contain three to five books.  The annotated bibliography will be due for the third seminar 

meeting. 

      

9.  Write and present a major paper related to an approved topic relating to contemporary 

methods or principles. A proposal and outline must be submitted and the topic approved. 

The major paper should be  in correct Turabian format with footnotes, cover page, blank 

page, contents, selected bibliography, and at least three chapters (introduction, body, and 

conclusion.) The paper should be typed, double-spaced, and a minimum of thirty pages  

in length of the introduction, chapters, and conclusion with a maximum of fifty pages in 

total page count.      
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Lead an oral presentation of the paper which should be approximately one hour in length 

and based on the paper’s contents. It is required that one read the paper verbatim. The 

major paper will be due one week prior to the fourth seminar meeting. 

 

10. Complete other seminar assignments according to guidelines given by the professor. 

 

11. Each member of the seminar will submit a typed final exam on the last seminar 

meeting of the semester.  The final exam should include the following: (1). A two to three 

page statement of the seminar member’s personal philosophy related to missions methods 

which reflects an assimilation and integration of the seminar’s concepts, principles, and 

research relating to the field. (2) A summary of two key concepts exposed to in the 

seminar of appropriately three pages (3) An outline and explanation of how you would 

teach a missions principles and methods to master’s level students at NOBTS of at least 

two pages. Be prepared to discuss your answers and dialogue during the final seminar 

meeting of the semester. 

 

Research and Writing Guidelines 
1. All research should be documented from original sources as much as possible. 

 

2. The use of secondary sources for documentation should be limited to reputable writers, 

researchers, and publishers. Use discretion related to internet websites. 

 

3. Dissertations and theses may be referenced, but they should not constitute the majority 

of the resources consulted nor of the content formulated in written reports. 

 

4. Interviews may be utilized for content formulation and documentation with regard to 

original and secondary documentation, but should not constitute the majority of the 

resources consulted nor of the content formulated in written reports without permission of 

the seminar leader. 

 

5. Written papers should conform to the current or 6th edition of A Manual for Writers of 

Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations by Kate L. Turabian and A Manual of Style 

published by the University of Chicago Press. 

 

Seminar Grading 

Critical Book Review 1& Presentation    10% 

Critical Book Review 2 & Presentation   10% 

Other Seminar Assignments and Seminar  

     Leadership                                                 25% 

Annotated Bibliography                               5% 

Major Paper and Presentation                  25 % 

Final Exam and Presentation                       10% 

Seminar Participation     15% 
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Absences 

Students enrolled in the seminar are expected to attend each meeting of the seminar. 

Absence of over two hours of seminar meetings will result in a non-passing grade unless 

special permission is granted due to extraordinary circumstances.  

 

Seminar Schedule* 
First Seminar Meeting:  

Introduction to the Seminar 

Class Presentations on Critical Book Review # 1 and other assignments 

 Other Assignments: Medium Paper and Perspectives chapters summaries and reflections 

 

Second Seminar Meeting: 

 Class Presentations on Critical Book Review # 2 and other assignments 

Tentative other assignments: Assigned Chapters from Perspectives 

Medium paper of at least fifteen pages of text in the body of the paper 

 

Third Seminar Meeting 

Discussion of Annotated Bibliographies and other assignments 

Tentative other assignments: Assigned Chapters from Perspectives 

Medium paper of at least fifteen pages of text in the body of the paper 

 

 

One Week Before Fourth Seminar Meeting 

Pass out copies of Major Papers. 

 

Fourth Seminar Meeting 

Major Paper Presentations and other assignments 

Tentative other assignments: Book Critique 

 

Fifth Seminar Meeting 

Final Exam Discussion and other assignments 

Tentative other assignments: Assigned Chapters from Perspectives 

Book Critique 

 

*The seminar schedule may be adjusted as deemed appropriate by the professor. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      5 

 

 

 

 



Selected Bibliography 
 

Allen, Catherine B. A Century To Celebrate: History of Woman's Missionary Union.  

Birmingham, AL: Woman's Missionary Union, 1987. 

 

        . The New Lottie Moon Story. Birmingham, AL: New Hope, 1980. 
 

Anderson, Gerald H., ed., Biographical Dictionary of Christian Missions. New York: 

Macmillan Reference, 1997 

 

Anderson, Courtney. To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson. Valley Forge, 

PA: Judson Press, 1956. 

 

Baker, Robert. The Southern Baptist Convention and Its People. Nashville: Broadman,  

 1974. 

 

Belew, M. Wendell.  A Missions People: The Southern Baptist Pilgrimage.  Nashville:  

       Broadman  Press, 1989. 

 

Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.  

Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991. 

 
Burger, Delores T. Women Who Changed the Heart of the City: The Untold Story of the 

City Rescue Mission Movement. Grand Rapids, MI.: Kregel Publications, 1997. 

 

Burn, Ridge.  The Complete Student Missions Handbook. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,  

 1990. 

 

Bush, Luis and Lorry Lutz. Partnering in Ministry: The Direction of World Evangelism. 

Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity, 1990. 

   

Carter, Terry, ed. The Journal and Selected Letters of William Carey. Macon, GA.: Smith 

& Helwys, 1999. 
 

Cauthen, Baker James. Advance: A History of Southern Baptist Foreign Missions.  

Nashville: Broadman Press, 1970. 

        

Cave, Lou Ann and Sondra Epley, eds.  Your Guide to Foreign Missions- 1997.  

Richmond, VA: Foreign Mission Board, 1997. 

        

Conn, Harvie M., ed.  Planting and Growing Urban Churches: From Dream to Reality. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1997. 

 

Crawley, Winston.  Global Mission: A Story to Tell.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1985. 

       

      6 



Dillon, William P. People Raising : A Practical Guide to Raising Support. Chicago: 

Moody Press, 1993. 

 

Dresser, Norine. Multicultural Manners: New Rules of Etiquette for a Changing Society. 

New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1996. 
 

Eitel, Keith.  Paradigm Wars: The Southern Baptist International Mission Board Faces 

the Third Millennium. Carlisle, UK: Regnum Books International, 2000.  

 

Elliston, Edgar J. and Stephen E. Burris, eds. Completing the Task: Reaching the World 

for Christ. Joplin, MO: College Press, 1995.  

          

Engel, James F. and William A. Dyrness. Changing the Mind of Missions : Where Have 

We Gone Wrong? Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press, 2000. 

       

Estep, William R. Whole Gospel--Whole World--the Foreign Mission Board of the 

Southern Baptist Convention: 1845-1995. Nashville: Broadman and Holman 

Publishers, 1994. 

 

Forward, David C. The Essential Guide to the Short Term Mission Trip. Chicago: Moody 

Press, 1998. 

 

Garrison, David. Church Planting Movements. Midlothian, Va.: WIG Take Resources,  

 2004. 

 

George, Timothy. Faithful Witness: The Life and Mission of William Carey. Birmingham,  

 AL: New Hope, 1991. 

 

Greenway, Roger. Go and Make Disciples: An Introduction to Christian Missions.                     

 Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 1999. 

 

                and Timothy Monsma. Cities: Missions’ New Frontier, 2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids,   

 MI.: Baker, 2000. 

           

Guder, Darrell L., ed. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North               

America. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.     

 

Hamilton, Don. Tentmakers Speak. Duarte, CA: TMQ Research, 1987. 

    
Hawthorne, Steve and Graham Kendrick.. Prayer-walking: Praying On-site with Insight. 

Orlando,  FL.: Creation House, 1993. 
       
Hedlund, Roger E. The Mission of the Church in the World: A Biblical Theology. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 1985. 
 
       7 
 
       



Hesselgrave, David J. Planting Churches Cross-Culturally: North America and Beyond, 
  2

nd
 ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 2000. 

 
        . Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally. 2

nd
 ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991. 

 
Hiebert, Paul G. and Eloise Hiebert Meneses.  Incarnational Ministry: Planting Churches 

in Band, Tribal, Peasant, and Urban Societies. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book 
House, 1995. 

 
Hiebert, Paul G. and Eloise Hiebert Meneses. Anthropological Reflections on 

Missiological Issues. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1994. 
       
Hiebert, Paul G., R. Daniel Shaw, and Tite Tienou. Understanding Folk Religion: A 

Christian Response to Popular Beliefs and Practices. Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
House, 1999. 

 
Hopler, Thom and Marcia.  Reaching the World Next Door: How to Spread the Gospel in 

the Midst of Many Cultures.  Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993.  
    
Hubbell, Macklyn. Who Me? Go Where? Do What? The Missionary and the Mission. 

New Orleans: Insight Press, 1995. 
 
Johnstone, Patrick. The Church Is Bigger than You Think: Structures and Strategies for  

 the Church in the 21st Century. Fearn, Ross-shire: Great Britain, 1998. 
 

Johnstone, Patrick, John Hanna, and Marti Smith, eds.  The Unreached Peoples: Praying 

Through The Window III. YWAM Publishing/Caleb Project, 1996   

 

Ligenfelter, Sherwood.  Agents of Transformation: A Guide for Effective Cross-Cultural  

           Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996. 
 

Livingstone, Greg. Planting Churches in Muslim Cities: A Team Approach. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 1993. 

        

Malphurs, Aubrey. Strategy 2000 : Churches Making Disciples for the Next Millennium. 

Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1996. 

 

Marshall, Paul. Their Blood Cries Out: The Untold Story of Persecution Against 

Christians in the Modern World. Dallas: Word Publishing, 1997. 

 

McGavran, Donald A. Understanding Church Growth, 2
nd

 ed.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,  

 1980. 

            
        . The Bridges of God. London : World Dominion Press, 1957. 
 
 
Neely, Alan. Christian Mission : A Case Study Approach. American Society of  
 Missiology, no 21. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1995. 
 
      8 
 



 
Nicholls, Bruce J. and Beulah R. Wood.  Sharing the Good News with the Poor: A 

Reader for Concerned Christians. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1996. 
 
Ogden, Greg. The New Reformation: Returning the Ministry to the People of God. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 1992. 
  
Phillips, James M., and Robert T. Coote, eds. Toward the 21

st
 Century in Christian 

Mission. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993. 
 
Piper, John. Let the Nations be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions. Leicester: 

InterVarsity Press, 1993.     
 
Pirolo, Neal. Serving as Senders. Upper Darby, PA: Arab World Ministries, 1991. 
 
Priest, Doug, Jr., ed. The Gospel Unhindered: Modern Missions and the Book of Acts.  

Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1994 
 
Robb, John D.  Focus: The Power of People Group Thinking. Monrovia, CA: MARC,  
 1994. 
 
Rutledge, Arthur.  Mission to America.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1969. 
 
Saal, William J. Reaching Muslims for Christ. Chicago: Moody Press, 1991. 
 
Shenk, Wilbert R. Changing Frontiers of Mission (American Society of Missiology 

Series, no. 28. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999. 
 

            Sjogren, Bob, Bill and Amy Stearns. Run with the Vision: A Remarkable Global Plan for 
the 21

st
 Century Church. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1995. 

 
  Sogaard, Viggo. Media in Church and Mission: Communicating the Gospel. Pasadena,  
  CA: William Carey Library, 1993. 

 
Steer, Roger. J. Hudson Taylor: A Man in Christ. Wheaton, IL: Harold Shaw Publishers,  
 1993. 
 
Stockdale, Sharon J., ed.  New Wineskins for Global Mission. Pasadena, CA: William 

Carey Library, 1996.      
 
Telford, Tom. Missions in the 21

st
 Century: Getting Your Church into the Game. 

Wheaton, IL.: Harold Shaw, 1998. 
 
Terry, John Mark, Ebbie Smith, and Justice Anderson, eds. Missiology: An Introduction      

to the Foundations, History, and Strategies of World Missions. Nashville: 
Broadman and Holman, 1998. 

      
Thomassian, Dick. Building a Local Church Mission Dream Team. Huntsville, AL.: 

WBC Publishing, 1995. 
 
Tippet, Alan. Introduction to Missiology. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1987. 
 
 

     9 



 
 
Tucker, Ruth.  From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian  

Missions. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 1983.    
 
Vancise, Martha.  Successful Mission Teams : A Guide for Volunteers. Birmingham, AL.: 

Women’s Missionary Union, 1998. 
 
Van Engen, Charles. God's Missionary People : Rethinking the Purpose of the Local 

Church. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1991.     
 
Wardin, Albert W., ed.  Baptists Around the World, A Comprehensive Handbook.  

Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1995. 
 
Winter, Ralph D. and Steven C. Hawthorne, eds.  Perspectives of the World Christian 

Movement.  Rev. ed.  Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1992. 
 

Yamamori, Tetsunao. Penetrating Missions' Final Frontier : A New Strategy for 
Unreached Peoples. Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press, 1993.   

 
Yates, Timothy. Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1996. 
 
YWAM. Stepping Out: A Guide to Short-Term Missions. Seattle: YWAM, 1996. 
 
 

Internet Resources 
 

Brigada http://www.xc.org/brigada/brigada.html 
 
Caleb Project http://www.goshen.net/calebproject 
 
Christian Information Network http://www.christian-info.com/ 
 
Crosswinds http://www.crosswinds.net 
 
International Mission Board http://www.imb.org 
 
Global Evangelization Movement http://www.gem-werc.org 
 
North American Mission Board http://namb.net 
 
Profiles of Unreached People Groups  http://www.bethany-wpc.org 
http://www.heartofgod.com      http://www.geocities.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10       


