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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church.

Purpose of the Course and Core Value Focus

This seminar is designed to survey contemporary family life and to investigate concerns involved
in family living. The role of family life education in the local Baptist church in addressing these
needs is stressed. The course will emphasize the seminary’s current core value focus assigned
annually by the Administrative Council.

Curriculum Competencies Addressed

This course will address the following curriculum competencies:

1. Interpersonal Skills: Understand how to build relationships with other ministry leaders
within the local church.

2. Servant Leadership: Determine how the senior pastor, staff members, and lay leaders can
serve one another while still providing the appropriate leadership required to minister to
families.

3. Spiritual and Character Formation: As a leadership team intentionally “grow up in all
things into Him who is the head — Christ” (Eph. 4:15b, NKJV).

Course Description

This seminar is designed to survey contemporary family life concerns. Needs that can be
addressed through family life education endeavors in local Baptist churches are identified and
researched. Special attention is given to introduction to current literature in the field. Family life
education projects are developed and evaluated.



Course Objectives

1. Discuss selected topics representing concerns that may be addressed through family life
education in the church.

2. Demonstrate special understanding of one topic chosen for extensive research.

3. Develop a family life education model appropriate for the local church.

Course Texts

Anthony, Michael J. and Michelle. A Theology for Family Ministry Nashville, TN: B&H
Academics. 2011.

Balswick, Jack O. and Judith K. Balswick. The Family: A Christian Perspective on the
Contemporary Home. 3d ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007.

Garland, Diana. Family Ministry: A Comprehensive Guide. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,
1999.

Jones, Timothy Paul, Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to
Make Disciples. Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2011.

Stinson, Randy, and Timothy Paul Jones. Trained in the Fear of God: Family Ministry in

Theological, Historical, and Practical Perspective. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel
Academic, 2011.

Assignments and Evaluation Criteria

Assignment Formatting

Unless otherwise noted, type all assignments according to Turabian 6th Edition format
All papers must be written in third person

Use 12 point Times New Roman font

Use an appropriate number of references

Use correct spelling and grammar

Use proper pagination

Include your name on the cover page

Staple assignments together as necessary or as required (no report covers)

Write the full assignment

Please bring a hard copy of your written work for the professor during the on-campus
meeting in which each assignment is due




Required Assignments Summary — 100 points

Personal Introductions - Due the first week of the semester

Book Critique and Discussion - Due: 9-16

Family Life Education Ministry Analysis Executive Summary - Due: 9-16
Rough Draft of Research Questions - Due: 9-16

Literature Review and Preliminary Research for Major Paper - Due: 11-4
Major Paper- Due: 12-2

Personal Introductions
During the first week of the semester introduce yourself to the rest of the seminar via the seminar
Blackboard site.

Book Critique and Discussion

Read of all the texts in their entirety. Write a critical review of the assigned text of not less than
five doubled spaced pages including the following: (1) a bibliographic entry for the text; (2) the
purpose of the book; and (3) no less than four pages of your personal critique of the book both
positive and negative. Please bring a hard copy for the professor. Pay close attention to the
Assignment Formatting section of this syllabus!

Additionally each student will develop a series of questions about their assigned book in order to
facilitate discussion on in the September meeting of the seminar. The remaining students will be
prepared to give thoughtful answers and contribute in a robust discussion of each text. Success in
this assignment involves a thoughtful question/response. The professor will stay in the
background (as much as he can stand it!) except for occasional comments.

The assigned texts are as follows:

William Blosch — Anthony text

David Bond — Balswick text

David Evans — Garland text

William Michael McDonough — Jones text

Katherine Elizabeth Thompson — Stinson and Jones text



Family Life Education Ministry Analysis

Each student will analyze the practice of family life education of his/her current church in which
he/she is active or a church he/she is presently working with. Specific attention is to be given to
the church’s development and implementation of the theological rationale of this ministry
through its existing ministry programs. Particular attention should be given in to the assessment
of the family life education model utilized by the church and its ministry. The family life
educational ministry of the church is also to be evaluated in regard to:

Biblical integrity

Theological soundness

Implementation of the five functions of the church
Budget allocation

Value to the church.

This analysis is to be presented in an executive summary format of just a few pages (just do your
best) and will be presented in the September on-campus meeting of the seminar using a
PowerPoint type presentation. Please bring a hard copy of the Executive Summary for the

professor.

Literature Review and Preliminary Research for Major Paper

Select a topic that falls within family life education ministry area. Possible topics for
consideration may be , but are not limited to the following: abortion, in vitro fertilization,
adoption, birth, engagement, newly married, adolescence, preschool, children, college, first job,
military, retirement, end of life issues, euthanasia, divorce, adultery, domestic violence,
substance abuse, rebellious teenagers, eating disorders, teen pregnancy, financial loss,
employment crisis, children with special needs, HIV/AIDS, life threatening illnesses,
imprisonment of family or friends, drunk driving victims, elderly victims, child victims,
kidnapping, incest, rape and sexual assault, adult survivors of sexual abuse, suicide, miscarriage,
grief, death of child, blended family, homicide, homicide of a child, gambling, pornography,
divorce, homosexuality, sexual promiscuity

Write a research question/problem that investigates the topic from a position of ministry
leadership; e.g., possible questions for the adultery category might be, “To what extent can the
leadership in the local church provide a ministry model for nurturing biblical marriages among
its members?” or “What motivation might exist for a spouse who betrays his/her martial
relationship?” A rough draft of the Research Questions should be brought to the September on-
campus meeting of the seminar.

Create a review of precedent literature of at least twenty doubled spaced for your chosen topic
This paper will cover the milieu of the particular topic and will be organized in a categorical
arrangement. The review of precedent literature will be due in preliminary not so rough draft
form on the November weekend (11-4).



Major Paper

From your precedent literature research construct a survey which will assess some aspect of your
research question. The survey should have up to 10 questions, depending upon how you wish to
measure your question. You may use an established survey if you wish, but document it and
indicate permission to use if necessary. If you construct your own, time will constrain your
ability to fully validate, but at least establish a level of face validity by asking several
knowledgeable persons if they think it will measure what you are attempting to measure. Include
their responses as appendices.

Submit a paper of at least fifteen double spaced pages of text reporting on your topic. Include
your literature review and your survey instrument and a selected bibliography. Sources may
include books, periodicals, (online) journals, electronic databases, interview and magazines.
During the presentation and discussion of your paper, you should be able to introduce the
seminar to new research regarding family life education as well as the particular discoveries from
your survey. Papers must be posted on Blackboard or e-mailed to each seminar participant and
professor) in a MS Word or pdf format.

While it is expected that all students carefully will read each contribution, papers will be
assigned a responder/reviewer who will examine the paper for form, style, and logic (flow,
sequence of arguments, interpretation of survey results) issues. The responder should mark the
paper for spelling, grammar, flow, style, and Turabian format.

Present your paper during the December seminar weekend. Please bring a hard copy to the
professor. Presentations will be in random order. The professor will evaluate papers for content.
Each presentation will conclude with a response from the designated seminar colleague who will
comment on content, style, and presentation.

Course Policies
The following policies will to be observed in the duration of this course.

Absences
Due to the nature of this Ph.D. seminar format there are no absences permitted.

Late Assignments

Personal time management is as much a requisite skill for ministry as is mastery of the course
content. Accordingly, assignments are expected on the due date as indicated in the Course
Schedule. Late assignments will not be accepted; no exceptions. No grades of Incomplete will be
issued for this course.




Grading Scale

Your final grade will be based on your total accumulation of points as indicated under the
Learning Activities and Assessments section of this syllabus according to the grading scale in the
NOBTS 2011-2012 catalog.

A:93-100 B: 85-92 C:77-84 D: 70-76 F: 69
and below
No grades of INCOMPLETE will be issued in this course.

Professor’s Covenant

The intent of this syllabus is to provide accurately the course description, learning objectives,
readings, assignments and evaluation standards, course policies, reference list, and other
information necessary for students to appraise the course. During the course of the term the
professor will relate to each student as an individual. Moreover, he reserves the right to amend
any part of this syllabus as he may deem necessary due to events and circumstances that transpire
during the semester, with the exceptions of increasing the assignments or expectations of the
course.

Student’s Covenant

I have received a copy of the syllabus for CEAD 9402 Family Life Education for Fall 2011
semester. I have read the syllabus and have been offered an opportunity to ask questions about it.
I understand, agree and realize I am entirely responsible for completing the requirements in this
syllabus. I will be faithful to the tasks before me.

Name Date
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