New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
Contemporary Philosophical Hermeneutics PHIL9402/THEO9417
Professors: Robert B. Stewart and Charles A. Ray, Jr.
Friday 8:15-10:45 a.m. Dodd Conference Room
Contact: Stewart: Dodd 112, rstewart@nobts.edu
Ray: Dodd 207, cray @nobts.edu

Seminary Mission Statement

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great
Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Core Values Focus

The course will address the core value of Doctrinal Integrity directly and Mission Focus and
Spiritual Vitality indirectly. Reflection on the philosophical issues is intimately related to
reflection on the nature of God, Scripture, and the nature of Christian faith in numerous ways.
For the Christian, philosophy is ultimately a matter of loving God with the mind (Matthew
22:37-40).

Core Values Focus

Biblical Exposition and Christian Theological Heritage

Course Description

An intensive study of contemporary hermeneutical methods focusing particularly on those
drawing from philosophy and literary-criticism such as deconstruction, structuralism,
poststructuralism, reader-response theories, canon criticism, as well those derived from or
indebted to sociological, psychological, and/or political theory, such as the hermeneutics of
suspicion, Marxist, Freudian, and various liberation theologies, including feminist hermeneutics.
Attention will be given to explicating the presuppositions and methodologies of leading
representatives of each school. Additionally, critiques will highlight areas of promise and/or peril
for biblical interpretation and theological construction.

Objectives
By the completion of the seminar students should be able to:

1. Know the relationship between contemporary literary theory and biblical interpretation;




Know issues related to philosophical hermeneutics in the contemporary academy;
Research, summarize, and critique a contemporary scholar or method of interpretation;
Value the task of hermeneutics;

State their own conclusions concerning philosophical hermeneutics.

Sk »

Required Texts

Anthony C. Thiselton. Hermeneutics: An Introduction. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009.
. New Horizons in Hermeneutics: The Theory and Practice of Transforming Biblical
Reading. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.

Optional Texts

A. K. M. Adam. What Is Postmodern Biblical Criticism? Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1995.

John Barton. Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study. Revised and Enlarged.
Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1996.

Richard S. Briggs. Words in Action: Speech-Act Theory and Biblical Interpretation. New York
& London: T. & T. Clark, 2004.

Jacques Derrida. Of Grammatology. Corrected Edition. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins

University Press, 1998.

. Writing and Difference. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980.

Stanley Fish, Is There a Text in This Class? The Authority of Interpretive Communities.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1982.

Hans-Georg Gadamer, Philosophical Hermeneutics. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of

California Press, 2008.

. Truth and Method. Second Revised Edition. London & New York: Continuum, 2005.

E. D. Hirsch, Validity in Interpretation. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1967.

Wolfgang Iser, The Act of Reading. A Theory of Aesthetic Response. Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1980.

Allan Megill, Prophets of Extremity: Nietzsche, Heidegger, Foucault, Derrida. Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press, 1987.

Stephen D. Moore, Poststructuralism and the New Testament: Derrida and Foucault at the Foot
of the Cross. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1994.

Moises Silva. Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

Ferdinand de Saussure. Course in General Linguistics. Peru, IL: Open Court, 2009.

Dan R. Stiver, Theology After Ricoeur: New Directions in Hermeneutical Theology. Louisville:

Westminster/John Knox, 2001.

. The Philosophy of Religious Language: Sign, Symbol and Story. Oxford & Malden:

Wiley-Blackwell, 1996.

John Sturrock, ed. Structuralism and Since: From Lévi-Strauss to Derrida. Oxford and New
York: Oxford University Press, 1979.

Anthony C. Thiselton. Hermeneutics of Doctrine. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007.




. The Two Horizons: New Testament Hermeneutics and Philosophical Description with
Special Reference to Heidegger, Bultmann, Gadamer, and Wittgenstein. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1980.

Kevin J. Vanhoozer. Is There a Meaning in This Text? The Bible, The Reader, and the Morality
of Literary Knowledge. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

Requirements

1. Reading Reports. Each student will write two reading reports (3-5 pages, single-spaced),
including discussion questions, on assigned readings and present them to the seminar and
lead in discussing the assigned reading.

2. Book Reviews. Each student will write a book review (3-5 pages, single-spaced) on an
optional text and post it to Blackboard.

3. Research Paper. Each student will write a research paper on a topic agreed upon by the
professor and the student. (Papers should be not more than 30 double-spaced pages in
length, with footnotes and conform to Turabian style.)

4. Formal Response. Each student will write a formal response that summarizes, analyzes, and
critiques a paper by another student.

5. Personal Perspective. Each student will write a personal perspective on philosophical
hermeneutics.

All assignments will be posted to Blackboard. Students will bring hard copies to class for

distribution to professors and other students.

Grading

Grades will be assigned on the basis of the NOBTS grading scale.

Evaluation
Reading Report #1 10%
Reading Report #2 15%
Book Review 10%
Research Paper 40%
Formal Response 15%
Personal Perspective 10%
100%

Contemporary Philosophical Hermeneutics Schedule

August 27
1. Introduction to Course



2. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 2-3
3. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 4-5

September 3
4. Paper Assignments/Response Assignments
5. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 6-7
6. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 8-9

September 10
7. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 10-11
8. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 12-13
9. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 14-15

September 17
10. Thiselton, Hermeneutics, Chapters 16-17
11. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 1-2
12. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 3-4

September 24
13. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 5-6
14. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 7-8
15. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 9-10

October 1
16. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 11-12
17. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 13-14
18. Thiselton, New Horizons, Chapters 15-16

October 8
19. Paper 1, Response 1

October 15
20. Paper 2, Response 2

October 22
FALL BREAK

October 29
21. Paper 3, Response 3

November 5
22. Paper 4, Response 4

November 12
23. Paper 5, Response 5



November 19
ETS/EPS/SBL

November 26
THANKGIVING BREAK

December 3
24. Paper 6, Response 6

December 10
25. Paper 7, Response 7
26. Paper 8, Response 8
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