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THE GOSPEL OF MARK: NTGK9632 

Seminar Schedule 
Dr. William F. Warren, Jr. 

 
I.  DESCRIPTION 
This seminar is designed to acquaint the student with contemporary Marcan scholarship with 
regard to the background and introductory matters concerning the Gospel, exegesis of the text in 
relation to the other Synoptic Gospels, and theological themes in the Gospel.  Also, an 
introduction to several methodologies for gospel studies will be overviewed and incorporated 
into the exegetical section of the course. 
 
II.  TEXTS 
Aland, Synopsis Quattuor Evangeliorum 
Guelich and Evans, Word Biblical Commentary: 34A and 34B, Mark 
Malina and Rohrbaugh, Social Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels 
N. T.  Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God.  Vol. 2 
James Dunn, Christianity in the Making, vol. 1: Jesus Remembered  
Larry Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ: Devotion to Jesus in Earliest Christianity 
 
III.  REQUIREMENTS 
1.  Translate Mark and review the parallel passages from Matthew and Luke from Aland’s 
Synopsis.  Read the two commentaries listed under “Texts” (Guelich/Evans and 
Malina/Rohrbaugh) and one other critical commentary from the bibliography. 
2.  Read the books by Hurtado, Wright, and Dunn. Be prepared to discuss them on the designated 
days, bringing a list of discussion questions based upon your readings. 
3.  Bring annotated bibliographies of 4 journal articles on Mark (open themes) to the seminar 
meetings #3 and 4, with copies for all members of the seminar 
4.  Write a 3 to 4 page review of one of the books from the list below. 
5.  Write a hist.-source oriented study on one of the listed background themes. 
6.  Write a paper (Turabian style) on one of the major paper themes listed below (or a theme 
approved by the professor).  The problem statement and outline of the paper must be approved 
by the professor prior to writing the paper. 
 
IV.  SEMINAR SCHEDULE 
Aug. 21 Introduction to the Synoptic Problem, Hurtado’s book, The Historical Jesus 
Aug. 28 Hurtado’s book, The Historical Jesus  
Sept. 4  Wright’s book, The Historical Jesus, Journal Articles  
Sept. 11 Mark 1, Dunn’s book, The Historical Jesus continued, Journal Articles 
Sept. 18 Mark 2:1-3:35, Dunn’s book, The Historical Jesus continued 
Sept. 25 Mark 4-6 
Oct. 2  Mark 7-9:10  
Oct. 9   Book reviews #1, 2, 3, 4, & 5, background studies #1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 
Oct. 23 Mark 9:11-10:52, background study #6, 7, & 8, Book reviews #6, 7, & 8  
Oct. 30  Mark 11-13 
Nov. 6  Mark 14-16:? 
Nov. 13 Major Papers #1 & 2 
Nov. 27 Major Papers #3 & 4 
Dec. 4  Major Papers #5 & 6 
Dec. 11 Major Papers #7 & 8 
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V.  BOOKS FOR REVIEW 
 1.  W. Marxsen, Mark the Evangelist 
 2.  Seán P. Kealy, Mark’s Gospel: A History of Its Interpretation 
 3.  M. D. Hooker, The Son of Man in Mark 
 4.  Waetjen, Herman, A Reordering of Power: A Sociopolitical Reading of Mark’s Gospel 
 5.  C. D. Marshall, Faith As a Theme in Mark’s Narrative 
 6.  C. Clifton Black, The Disciples according to Mark: Marcan Redaction in  
  Current Debate 

7. Matthew C. Williams, Two Gospels from One: A Comprehensive Text-Critical 
Analysis of the Synoptic Gospels 

 8.  Brian Blount, Cultural Interpretation: Reorienting New Testament Criticism 
 9.  G. R. Beasley-Murray, Jesus and the Future  
 10. Arlen Hultgren, The Parables of Jesus 
 11. E. Best, The Temptation and Passion: The Marcan Soteriology 
 12.  Rhoads, Dewey, and Michie, Mark as Story (2d ed.)  
  
VI.  THEMES FOR MINOR PAPERS 
 1.  Historical Sources on the authorship of the Gospels, 2nd-6th centuries 
 2.  Messianic claims and political unrest in 1st and 2nd century Palestine  
 3.  The City of Rome in the First Century 
 4.  The Neronian Persecution and the Christian Community in Rome 
 5.  Extra-Biblical Accounts of Healings 
 6.  Extra-Biblical Accounts of Exorcisms 
 7.  The Palestine & the Christian Community during the Jewish-Roman War (66-72) 
 8.  Jewish Holiness Laws and Concepts in the First Century 
 
VII.  THEMES FOR MAJOR PAPERS 
  The Priority of Mark: History of the Synoptic Problem 
 The Language and Style of Mark 
 A History and Introduction to Form Criticism and Redaction Criticism 
 A History and Introduction to Narrative Criticism 
 A History and Introduction to Sociological Criticism 
 Gospel as Genre and Ancient Methods of Writing History 
 The Significance of Miracles/Healings/Exorcisms in Mark 
 The Kingdom of God in Mark 
 Discipleship in Mark 
 Marcan Soteriology 
 The Temple in Marcan Perspective 
 A Sociological Analysis of [some aspect related to Mark, i.e., Rome, Persecution, Group 

Boundaries, etc.] 
 A Social Map of Sacred [Time, Place, etc.] in Mark 
 Ideology, Interpretation, and Markan Perspectives 
 A Literary Analysis of [a Theological Theme] in Mark 
 The Textual History of Mark 
 (Others with the approval of the professor) 
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Bratcher, Robert G., Translator’s Guide to the Gospel of Mark, 1981 
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Camery-Hoggatt, Jerry, Irony in Mark’s Gospel: Text and Subtext (Society 

for New Testament Studies, Monograph Series, No. 72), 1992 
Collins, Adela Yarbro, The Beginning of the Gospel: Probings of Mark in 

Context, 1992 
Collins, Adela Yarbro, Is Mark’s Gospel a Life of Jesus: The Question of 

Genre (Pere Marquette Theology Lecture, 1990), 1990 
Cook, John Granger, The Structure and Persuasive Power of Mark: A 

Linguistic Approach (Society of Biblical Literature Semeia Studies), 
1995 

Cox, Steven Lynn, A History and Critique of Scholarship Concerning the 
Markan Endings, 1993 

Cranfield, C. E. B., The Gospel According to St. Mark, 1959 
Danover, P. L., The End of Mark’s Story: A Methodological Study (Biblical 

Interpretation, Vol. 3), 1993 
Dewey, Joanna, Markan Public Debate: Literary Technique, Concentric 

Structure and Theology in Mark 2:1-3:6.  Orig Presented As the 
Author’s Thesis, Graduate theology, 1981 
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Mark, 1983 
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Dunn, James D. G., Jesus, Paul and the Law: Studies in Mark and 
Galatians, 1990 

Elliott, J. K., The Language and Style of the Gospel of Mark (Supplements 
to Novum Testamentum, Vol. 71), 1993 

Farmer, William R., The Gospel of Jesus: The Pastoral Relevance of the 
Synoptic Problem, 1994 

Feagin, Glyndle M., Irony and the Kingdom in Mark: A Literary-Critical 
Study (Mellen Biblical Press Series, Vol. 56), 1997 

Fowler, Robert M., Let the Reader Understand: Reader-Response Criticism 
and the Gospel of Mark, 1991 

Fowler, Robert M., Loaves and Fishes: The Function of the Feeding Stories 
in the Gospel of Mark, 1982 

Francis, Leslie J., Personality Type and Scripture: Exploring Mark’s Gospel, 
1997 

Garrett, Susan R., The Temptations of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel, 1998 
Gould, E. P., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel 

According to Mark, 1896 
Guelich, Robert A., Word Biblical Commentary: Mark 1-8:26, Vol. 34A, 

1989 
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Guelich, Robert and Craig Evans, WBC: Mark 8:27-16, Vol. 34B, 2001 
Gundry, Robert H., Mark: A Commentary on His Apology for the Cross, 

1993 
Hamerton-Kelly, Robert G., The Gospel and the Sacred: Poetics of 

Violence in Mark, 1993 
Hanhart, Karel, The Open Tomb: A New Approach, Mark’s Passover 

Haggadah (Ca. 72 C.E), 1995 
Head, Peter M., Christology and the Synoptic Problem: An Argument for 

Markan Priority (Monograph Series (Society for New Testament 
Studies), 94), 1997 

Heil, John Paul, The Gospel of Mark as a Model for Action: A Reader-
Response Commentary, 1992 

Herron, Robert W., Mark’s Account of Peter’s Denial: A History of Its 
Interpretation, 1992 

Hooker, Morna D., The Gospel According to Saint Mark (Black’s New 
Testament Commentary, No. 2), 1993 

Hurtado, Larry W., Mark (New International Biblical Commentary), 1993 
Jensen, Richard A., Preaching Mark’s Gospel: A Narrative Approach, 1996 
Johnson, S. E., The Gospel According to St. Mark, 1972 
Juel, Donald H., A Master of Surprise: Mark Interpreted, 1994 
Juel, Donald H., Mark (Augsburg Commentary on the New Testament), 

1990 
Kealy, Sean P., Mark’s Gospel: A History of Its Interpretation--From the 

Beginning Until 1979, 1982 
Kee, Howard Clark, Community of the New Age: Studies in Mark’s Gospel, 

1983 
Keenan, John P.,  The Gospel of Mark: A Mahayana Reading (Faith Meets 

Faith), 1995 
Kingsbury, Jack Dean, Conflict in Mark: Jesus, Authorities, Disciples, 1990 
Kinukawa, Hisako, Women and Jesus in Mark: A Japanese Feminist 

Perspective (Bible & Liberation), 1994 
Lachs, Samuel Tobias, A Rabbinic Commentary on the New Testament: 

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 1987 
Lane, William L., The Gospel According to Mark: The English Text With 

Introduction, Exposition, and Notes,  1994 
Magness, J. Lee, Sense and Absence: Structure and Suspension in the 

Ending of Mark’s Gospel (Semeia Studies), 1986 
Mann, C. S., Mark: A New Translation With Introduction and Commentary 

(Anchor Bible, Vol. 27), 1986 
Marcus, Joel, The Way of the Lord: Christological Exegesis of the Old 

Testament in the Gospel of Mark, 1992 
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Marshall, Christopher D., Faith As a Theme in Mark’s Narrative (Society for 

New Testament Studies Monograph Series, 64), 1995 
Martin, Ralph D., Mark Evangelist and Theologian, 1986 
Marxsen, Willi, Mark the Evangelist, 1959 
Matera, Frank J., Kingship of Jesus: Composition Theology in Mark 15, 
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Michie, Donald M., Mark As Story: An Introduction to the Narrative of a 
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Miller, Dale, The Gospel of Mark as Midrash on Earlier Jewish and New 

Testament Literature (Studies in the Bible and Early Christianity; Vol. 
21), 1990 

Mills, Watson E., Bibliographies for Biblical Research: New Testament 
Series:  The Gospel of Mark, 1994 

Minor, Mitzi, The Spirituality of Mark: Responding to God, 1996 
Moore, Stephen D., Mark and Luke in Poststructuralist Perspectives: Jesus 

Begins to Write, 1992 
Morton, A. Q., The Making of Mark (Mellen Biblical Press Series, No. 41), 

1996 
Myers, Ched, Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Mark’s Story 

of Jesus, 1989 
Myers, Ched (Editor), ‘Say to This Mountain’: Mark’s Story of Discipleship, 

1996 
Oden, Thomas C., Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Book of 

Mark (Series), 1998 
Painter, John, Mark’s Gospel: Worlds in Conflict (New Testament Readings 

(Paper)), 1997 
Perry, John Michael, Exploring the Messianic Secret in Mark’s Gospel, 

1997 
Raisanen, Heikki, The Messianic Secret in Marks Gospel, (Studies of the 

New Testament and Its World), 1990 
Riley, Harold, The Making of Mark: An Exploration, 1989 
Robbins, Vernon K., New Boundaries in Old Territory: Forms and Social 

Rhetoric in Mark (Emory Studies in Early Christianity, Vol. 3), 1994 
Robbins, Vernon Kay, Jesus the Teacher: A Socio-Rhetorical Interpretation 

of Mark, 1992 
Roth, Wolfgang, Hebrew Gospel: Cracking the Code of Mark, 1992 
Schweizer, Eduard, The Good News According to Mark, 1970 
Selvidge, Marla J., Woman, Cult and Miracle Recital: A Redactional Critical 

Investigation on Mark 5:24-34, 1990 
Senior, Donald, Passion of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark (Passion Series, 

Vol. 2), 1991 
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Swete, Henry Barclay, Commentary on Mark: The Greek Text, 1981 
Taylor, Vincent, The Gospel According to St. Mark, 1957 
Tolbert, Mary Ann, Sowing the Gospel: Mark’s World in Literary-Historical 

Perspective, 1996 
Tuckett, Christopher, The Messianic Secret, 1983 
Via, Dan O., The Ethics of Mark’s Gospel: In the Middle of Time, 1985 
Waetjen, Herman C., A Reordering of Power: A Sociopolitical Reading of 

Mark’s Gospel, 1989 
Wagner, Gunter, An Exegetical Bibliography of the New Testament: 

Matthew and Mark, Vol. 1, 1983 
Watts, Rikki, Isaiah’s New Exodus & Mark (Wissunt Zum Neuen 

Testament), 1994 
Wenham, John, Redating Matthew, Mark and Luke: A Fresh Assault on the 

Synoptic Problem, 1992 
Williams, James G., Gospel Against Parable: Mark’s Language of Mystery 

(Bible and Literature Series, 12), 1985 
Williams, Joel F., Other Followers of Jesus: Minor Characters As Major 

Figures in Mark’s Gospel (Journal for the Study of the New 
Testament. Supplement Series, 102), 1994 

Williamson, Lamar, Mark Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching 
and Preaching, 1983 

Wills, Lawrence M., The Quest of the Historical Gospel: Mark, John, and 
the Origins of the Gospel Genre, 1997 

Witherington, Ben, The Jesus Quest, 1994 
Wright, Tom, Jesus and the Victory of God, 1996 
 


