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MISSION & HISTORY:  In 2002, Dr. R. Stanton Norman founded the Baptist Center for Theology 
and Ministry (BCTM) based on his deep passion for theology and his love for Baptists. The mission of 
the BCTM is to develop, preserve, and communicate the distinctive theological identity of Baptists. It 
is geared towards important dialogue between theologians, SBC entity leaders, and local church 
leadership. It exists to provide theological and ministerial resources to enrich and energize ministry in 
Baptist churches, to bring together professor and practitioner to produce and apply these resources to 
Baptist life, polity, and ministry. 
 
We believe that theology should define and undergird ministry in the Church. Our mission is to assist 
churches realize this vision and to strengthen Baptist churches in pursuit of the Great Commission and 
Great Commandments. In 2003, the Baptist Center published our first issue of the online journal. In 
2004, we held our first conference on church polity. 
 
For more information or to see previous journal issues, visit www.BaptistCenter.com. 
 
TARGET–READER:  The Journal for Baptist Theology and Ministry (JBTM) is accessed by a 
growing, multi-ethnic, multi-disciplinary, professional and learned Christian network, comprised of 
pastors and scholars willing to listen, learn, and draw encouragement from each other. It is a totally 
electronic journal, supplemented by blogs and audio files. During its short history it has become a 
resource of choice for general practitioners and specialists; evangelical and mainline denominations; 
traditional and contemporary contexts; Anglo, Hispanic, African-American, and Asian-American 
ministry practitioners; urban, rural, and suburban settings; missionaries, pastors, chaplains, social 
ministers, professors, denominational leaders. Our readers share interests in the issues of: preaching, 
theology, pastoral care, apologetics, Church history, evangelism, philosophy, missions, leadership, 
social work, biblical studies, administration, archeology, church planting, community ministries, 
church health, Christian education, and worship. 
 
STYLE & FORMAT:  Book reviews should reflect a scholarly touch, yet respond to practical issues 
of ministry. The book review must be single-spaced, using Turabian-style footnotes for citations, 12-
point Times New Roman font. Consult standards for the Journal of the Evangelical Theological 
Society for abbreviations, etc. Reviews typically are 800-1000 words. Include brief biographical 
information about the author(s) or editor(s), a statement of the work’s purpose, a summary and 
evaluation of the content, and an evaluation of the value of the book for readers. In the upper left-hand 
corner of the review, please include autobiographical information for the by-line (name, position, etc.), 
author and title of the book, publisher, publication date, number of pages, and list price. The electronic 
copy must be submitted in a Word document or Rich Text Format (RTF), sent electronically as a file 
attachment by e-mail to harwoodsec@nobts.edu for review by one of the book review editors: 
 
Dr. Dennis Phelps - Christian Education, Church Music, Pastoral Ministries 
Dr. Archie England - Biblical Studies 
Dr. Rhyne Putman - Theological and Historical Studies 
 
Please direct all queries and correspondence to the editor, Dr. Adam Harwood at 
baptistcenter@nobts.edu. 


