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Seminary Mission Statement

The mission of the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to
fulfill the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its
ministries.

Purpose of the Course, Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies Addressed

The purpose of this course is to provide quality theological education for students in the
discipline of pastoral ministries. The core value for the 2012 Fall/Spring semester is
“Characteristic Excellence” - What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and resources as a
testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The course will specifically address the competencies of biblical exposition and spiritual and

character formation.

Course Description

In this course, [electronically-recorded] sermons as well as sermons preached by students in class
will serve as the basis for a study of preaching content, structure, and style. Prerequisite:
PREAS5300 Proclaiming the Bible.

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, the student will:

1. Be able to apply homiletical concepts, principles, and resources helpful for effective oral
interpretation of Scripture, sermon construction, and sermon delivery;

2. Value Christian proclamation as a vital part of personal ministry;

3. Demonstrate acceptable proficiency in performing Christian proclamation with the aid of an
instructor or course resources, whether one is called to preach or has some other Christian
calling.



Course Methods

Lectures and other instructional methods will be utilized to review and teach important
fundamentals and principles about sermon construction, delivery, oral interpretation, and voice,
as well as to present and discuss applicable print and other resources. Writing assignments will
be required to facilitate experiential learning and skills development in sermon building and
communication. Student preaching, instructor feedback, and group discussions will be used to
promote personal insights about oral interpretation and sermon delivery. The preaching
laboratory and student self-study will be important instructional components. Listener feedback
forms and personal critique forms will be utilized to aid personal analysis in assessing preaching
competency needs and strengths of students in sermon construction and delivery.

Textbooks
The following textbooks are required (will be cited in class lectures and/or in assignments):

Heisler, Greg. Spirit-Led Preaching: The Holy Spirit’s Role in Sermon Preparation and Delivery.
Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2007.

McDill, Wayne V. The Moment of Truth. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999,
Course Requirements
Students are required to:

1. Submit one typed (single-spaced) annotated analysis of three books: i.e., the required
textbooks by Heisler and McDill, plus one book of the student’s choice on preaching or on
sermon delivery. Format: this one analysis should give a correct bibliographic listing of each of
the three books with their associated annotations, which answer the following questions:

a. What is a two-paragraph (or less) summary of the book?

b. What is one (or more) helpful feature(s) of the book for Christian proclamation?

c. What is one difficulty, deficiency, or limitation in using the book for Christian proclamation?
A cover page is to be used, but do not include an intervening blank page. The analysis should
total no more than three pages, including the cover page.

2. Prepare one typed sermon brief based on an Old Testament passage (selected by the student
from any of the Old Testament books: Genesis through Malachi), and outlined on the rhetorical
Sermon Brief form in this syllabus. Students wishing to use another type of outline must first



consult with the professor. A completed Sermon Study Notes form is to be submitted with the
Sermon Brief.

3. Prepare one preaching presentation of a New Testament passage (selected by the student
from any of the New Testament books: Matthew through Revelation) to be delivered in class and
not to exceed eighteen minutes nor to be less than fifteen minutes in duration. The sermon
delivered is to be a rhetorical sermon outlined on the Sermon Brief form in this syllabus.
Students wishing to use another type of outline must first consult with the professor. A
completed Sermon Study Notes form is to be prepared, also. Please note: male students are
expected to wear a coat and long pants in the class period when they make their preaching
presentation, and female students must wear a dress or pants outfit for their presentation.

4. Complete:

a. A preaching feedback form following each student’s preaching presentation (note: the
instructor will supply copies of the feedback form for student use).

b. A critique/feedback evaluation form for the personal preaching presentation, utilizing a
form supplied by the instructor.

5. Provide the following on the day the student is scheduled to make a devotional or preaching
presentation:

a. one copy of the student’s rhetorical Sermon Brief (students must use the Sermon Brief
form in this syllabus)

b. one copy of the completed Sermon Study Notes form.

Failure to supply any one of these items prior to the presentation will result in a
deduction of five points from the resulting presentation grade. Note: students may not change
their scheduled presentation time.

6. Take a final exam. The final exam will cover class notes, Spirit-Led Preaching, and The
Moment of Truth.

Evaluation

All course objectives will be evaluated through the grading of the annotated analysis, O.T.
sermon brief, N.T. preaching presentation, critique/feedback evaluation, and final examination.
Students should be prepared to discuss the assigned reading in class. Attendance and
participation by students in group discussions will be factors in the evaluation of the course
objectives and student grades.



The student's final grade will be determined as follows:

1. Annotated textbooks analysis 15%

2. Old Testament Sermon Brief/Sermon Study Notes 25%

3. N.T. preaching presentation/Brief & Notes/critique/evaluation 35%
4. Final examination 25%

Late Assignments Penalty

Assignments turned in past the date due will incur a late penalty of ten points, which will be
deducted from the assignment grade. Assignments will not be accepted more than one week past
the date due without professor permission (but assignments may be submitted before the due
date).

Course Schedule and Assignments

1/23 Introduction and Syllabus Review, Homiletics Review, and Matters of Sermon
Construction

2/6 TMOT (pp.1-22), SLP (pp. 1-16)

2/20 TMOT (pp. 23-55), SLP (pp. 17-37)

3/5 TMOT (pp. 57-89), SLP (pp. 38-66) O.T. Sermon Brief and Sernon Study Notes due

3/19 TMOT (pp. 91-130), SLP (pp. 67-100)

4/2 TMOT (pp. 131-166), SLP (pp. 101-125)

4/16 TMOT (pp.167-181), SLP (pp. 126-153) Annotated textbooks analysis due

4/30 Final Exam

N.T. preaching presentation/Brief & Notes TBA (on the Monday each student is assigned to
preach.)

Sermon Brief Form

Students must use the attached Sermon Brief form for the sermon brief required in the Old
Testament and New Testament assignments for this course (unless otherwise discussed with the
professor.) Students may not substitute other forms. Please read and follow the notes and
examples given in the form. Frequently made mistakes that cost points in the sermon brief
assignments include the following:

1. Not writing the C.I.T., Proposition, or Purpose in complete sentences
2. Not writing the C.I.T. in the past tense
3. Writing the Proposition in the past tense



4. Not citing a biblical reference for each main point heading
5. Writing the sermon subject as a sentence
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SERMON BRIEF
(Rhetorical Sermon Outline)

Name:
Assignment:
Date Due:

A. Foundational Elements

1. Sermon Title (in quotation marks; headline capitalization style):
2. Text

3. Subject/Complement of the Text:

4. C.I.T. (Central Idea of the Text)

5. Proposition

6. Purpose of the Sermon

B. Formal Elements
Introduction

Conclusion
1.
2.



Notes

1. The number of points may vary within the formal elements from the numbers shown above.

2. All main points (i.e., I, II, etc.) in the sermon body outline must be referenced to the text (e.g.,
[. The Motive of Salvation, John 3:16a; II. The Means of Salvation, John 3:16b).

3. Write all sermon body main points in headline capitalization style (e.g., The Motive of
Salvation). Write all lesser points under the main points in sentence capitalization style (e.g.,
The personal motive).



SERMON STUDY NOTES
Sermon Text (Bible Book/Chapter/Verse or Verses):
Text Analysis:
1. Biblical literature type (prose, poetry, parable, etc.):

2. Structural diagram:
Initial Ideas from Reading the Text:

3. Scripture Cross References:
a. To the sermon text:
b. To individual verses and/or key words of the sermon text:
4. Word Studies (list text word and verse with word meaning and study aid resource used):

5. Study Aids Notes (list by text verse and study aid resource used):

6. Insights and Illustrations:



Audience Homiletics Feedback Form
Instructions: Please view the student preacher’s presentation and give your feedback
anonymously by answering each item below. Please submit the completed form in accordance

with the course syllabus.

A. Sermon Construction:

1. Give the sermon (proposition or central idea):

2. Analyze the sermon construction with respect to:
a. The development of the text: analytic or synthetic?
b. The sermon argument or line of reasoning: deductive or inductive?
¢. The origin of the sermon divisions: topical, textual, expository, or textual-topical?

3. Identify which functional elements you noticed in the sermon: explanation, argument,
application, illustration.

4. Describe how transition was used in the sermon by choosing one or more of the
following words: smooth, awkward, logical, not used, helpful.

5. State a personal need or needs met by the sermon:
6. State what the preacher wanted hearers to do as a result of this sermon:

B. Sermon Delivery:

1. Evaluate the preacher’s eye contact during sermon delivery: appeared to be reading
the sermon mostly, referred to notes often, mostly maintained eye contact.

2. Choose one or more of the following characteristics to describe the preacher’s oral
style: clarity, economy, energy, subtlety, imagination, short sentences, direct

address, or concrete language.

3. Did the preacher’s speech call attention more to itself than to the message (yes or
no)?

4. Did you notice any repeated grammatical or articulation errors? If so, what?




5. Did the preacher seem to be relaxed, somewhat tense, or extremely tense?

6. Describe the general relationship of the preacher’s body to the sermon delivery:
passive, distracting, or natural and helpful.

C. Other Comments:

1. Describe the way that the Bible was read: conversational manner, dramatic,
straightforward, or casually.

2. Rate your overall impression of the sermon by choosing one or more of the
following: spoke to me, one of the best I have ever heard, somewhat boring, not
clear, interesting, biblical, confusing, tedious, moved me, informative, helpful.



Homiletics Feedback Summary Critique Form
(To be completed by the student preacher after reviewing all of the listeners’ Feedback Forms)

Name:

Instructions: Please review all of the Audience Homiletics Feedback Forms and answer the
questions below. Please remember that a part of your preaching presentation grade depends
upon your accuracy in analyzing and summarizing the feedback. Please submit this completed
critique form and all of the feedback forms (stapled together) to the instructor within one class
day.

A. Sermon Construction:
1. How many of your hearers correctly wrote your C.L.T or Proposition (all, most, some, none)?

2. How many correctly analyzed your sermon with regard to:
a. Text development as analytic or synthetic (all, most, some, none)?
b. Sermon argument as deductive or inductive (all, most, some, none)?
c. Sermon divisions as topical, textual, expository, or textual-topical (all, most, some,
none)?

3. Which functional elements did hearers notice in your sermon (explanation, argument,
application, illustration)?

4. 'What words did hearers choose most frequently to describe how transition was used in your
sermon (smooth, awkward, logical, not used, helpful)?

5. What need or needs of the hearers were met by your sermon?
6. How many correctly wrote your sermon’s Purpose (all, most, some, none)?

B. Sermon Delivery:
1. How did hearers mostly describe your eye contact during sermon delivery?

2. How did hearers mostly describe your oral style during sermon delivery?
3. Did most hearers write that your speech called more attention to itself than to your message?
4. What grammatical or articulation errors, if any, did hearers write that you repeated?

5. Did most hearers describe you as being relaxed, somewhat tense, or extremely tense?



6. How did hearers mostly describe the general relationship of your body to your sermon
delivery (passive, distracting, or helpful and natural)?

C. Other Comments:
1. How did hearers mostly describe the way you read the Bible?

2. How did hearers mostly rate the general impression of your sermon upon them?

3. As aresult of the feedback, what strengths do you need to maintain in:
a. Sermon construction?
b. Sermon delivery?

4. As aresult of the feedback, what do you need to improve regarding:
a. Sermon construction?
b. Sermon delivery?



