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   I. Course Description:

This course surveys Baptist history, polity, and theology from seventeenth-century
origins to the present, with primary emphasis on developments in England and North
America.  Attention is given to Anabaptist and English Separatist antecedents,
intellectual and social currents that have shaped Baptist life and thought, institutional
developments, theological distinctives and crises, the shaping of Baptist polity and
contributions of selected Baptist leaders.

  II. Objectives:

· to learn about the people and events important to Baptist formation and development
· to understand and appreciate one's Baptist heritage
· to understand and appreciate the heritage of other groups within the Baptist family
· to interpret contemporary issues in Baptist life in light of their historical roots
· to develop the ability to think historically and critically, placing individuals,     

movements, and ideas within their proper context
· to learn about the foundation and development of the Southern Baptist Convention and

understand its role within the larger Baptist family

 III. Required Texts:

There is one (1) required book. The text describes and interprets the people, events, and
concepts that have been important throughout Baptist history. 

[M] McBeth, H. Leon. The Baptist Heritage: Four Centuries of Baptist Witness.
Nashville: Broadman, 1987.

Strongly Suggested. The following books are strongly recommended. The documents book
provides representative and influential confessions of faith actual important to our heritage. The
polity book introduces one way of describing and categorizing Baptist distinctives. These books
compliment one another as tools for understanding our Baptist heritage.

[L] Lumpkin, William L., ed. Baptist Confessions of Faith. Valley Forge, PA:
Judson Press, rev. ed. 1969.

[M] McBeth, H. Leon. A Sourcebook for Baptist Heritage. Nashville: Broadman, 1990.
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[N] Norman, R. Stanton. The Baptist Way: Distinctives of a Baptist Church. Nashville:
Broadman & Holman, 2005.

Other Recommended Books:

Mullins, E. Y. Axioms of Religion. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, rev. ed. 1997.

Wardin, Albert W., ed. Baptists Around the World: A Comprehensive Handbook.
Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1995. [Currently out of print].

Grenz, Stanley J. The Baptist Congregation. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1985; reprint,
Vancouver, BC: Regent College Publishing, 1998.

Sullivan, James L. Baptist Polity--As I See It. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, rev. ed.
1998.

Leonard, Bill J., ed. Dictionary of Baptists in America. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwy, 1999.

   IV. Requirements:

A. Weekly Tests: There will be fourteen (14) chapter exams covering Chapters 1-14 of the
required text, each worth 25 points (Total 350). 

B. Final Exam: This exam will consist of six (6) take-home essay questions. It will be
comprehensive of the entire course, affording the student the opportunity to integrate information
from throughout the course. Questions will cover material from class lectures and assigned
reading. The questions will be made available under Course Information, and it is recommended
that students write one essay at the conclusion of each unit, so that the work is nearly completed
by the deadline. Due Thursday, December 10. 

C.  Book Review: Every student will write a book review of Stan Norman’s The Baptist
Way. The review should be between five to six double-spaced typewritten pages in length. 
Bibliographical information should appear at the top of the first page of the review. The review
also should contain 1) a brief biographical sketch of the author, 2) a brief summary [one to two
pages] of the contents of the book, 3) a statement of the author’s purpose and the extent to which
the purpose was realized, 4) a statement regarding the book’s uniqueness, 5) a description of the
author’s style, 6) a description of the author’s biases, and 7) a concluding evaluation. October 
29, 2009. 

E. Biography: You will research and write a biography on a significant person in Baptist
history. The biography will be six to eight pages long and should reflect scholarly research. You
should delineate between historical fact and legend (although limited legendary material is



welcome) and discuss the historical context and influence of your subject in Baptist history as
well as church history in general. It will be written according to standard guidelines (Turabian;
Times New Roman 12 pt. font; double-spaced; standard margins, etc.) and include a bibliography
of at least six resources (Textbooks, reference books, and the Internet are allowed, but you must
consult a minimum of three “real” books as well). Suggested subjects are:

John Smyth
Thomas Helwys
John Bunyan
Benjamin Keach
John Gill
Andrew Fuller
William Carey
Adoniram (and Ann) Judson
Roger Williams
John Clarke
John Leland
Isaac Backus
Richard Furman
John L. Dagg
Alexander Campbell
J. R. Graves
C. H. Spurgeon

Augustus H. Strong
Lottie Moon
Hudson Taylor
B. H. Carroll
E. Y. Mullins
William Bell Riley
Walter Rauschenbusch
W. O. Carver
H. Wheeler Robinson
W. T. Conner
J. Frank Norris
George W. Truett
Herschel Hobbs
W. A. Criswell
Carl F. H. Henry
Billy Graham
Adrian Rogers

You may choose another subject for your biography, but you must have prior approval
from the professor. One duplication is allowed. Due December 3, 2009. 

  V. Penalties:

Tests: Unit tests cannot be taken after the unit completion time has passed unless
previously arranged or the result of extenuating circumstances. 

Book Review and Biography Projects:  A late project assignment will be assessed an initial
10 point penalty. Each calendar day after the due date an additional 5 point penalty will be
assessed.   

Plagiarism: New Orleans Baptist Seminary maintains high academic standards and is not
tolerant of plagiarism. If you copy another author’s work and present it as your own, you
will be caught, and the penalty could be failure on that assignment or the course or
expulsion from the Seminary. 

VI. Possible Points & Grading Scale: 



Possible Points Total Grading Scale
Weekly Quiz (14*25 pts) 350 A 93-100 539-580
Final Exam 60 B 85-92 493-533
Book Review 60 C 78-84 452-487
Biography 100 D 70-77 406-446
Scriptural Reading 10

VII. Fall Semester Bible Reading Plan: It is expected that all students will engage the following
reading plan:

Fall Semester Bible Reading Plan
September 1, 2009 – December 19, 2009

SEPTEMBER
1 Genesis 1:1-2:25,  Matthew 1:1-25,  Psalm 1:1-6,  Proverbs 1:1-4
2 Genesis 3:1-4:26,  Matthew 2:1-23,  Psalm 2:1-6,  Proverbs 1:5-6
3 Genesis 5:1-6:2,  Matthew 3:1-17,  Psalm 2:7-12,  Proverbs 1:7
4 Genesis 7:1-9:7,  Matthew 4:1-20,  Psalms 3:1-8, Proverbs 1:8-9
5 Genesis 9:8-10:32,  Matthew 4:21-5:12,  Psalm 4:1-8,  Proverbs 1:10-14
6 Genesis 11:1-12:20,  Matthew 5:13-32,  Psalm 5:1-6,  Proverbs 1:15-16
7 Genesis 13:1-15:6,  Matthew 5:33-6:4,  Psalm 5:7-12,  Proverbs 1:17-19
8 Genesis 15:7-17:27,  Matthew 6:5-24,  Psalm 6:1-5,  Proverbs 1:20-23
9 Genesis 18:1-19:22,  Matthew 6:25-7:12,  Psalm 6:6-10,  Proverbs 1:24-27
10 Genesis 19:23-21:21,  Matthew 7:13-8:4,  Psalm 7:1-8,  Proverbs 1:28-31
11 Genesis 21:22-23:20,  Matthew 8:5-27,  Psalm 7:9-17,  Proverbs 1:32-33
12 Genesis 24:1-54,  Matthew 8:28-9:17,  Psalm 8:1-9,  Proverbs 2:1-5
13 Genesis 24:55-26:11,  Matthew 9:18-38,  Psalm 9:1-6,  Proverbs 2:6-8
14 Genesis 26:12-27:29,  Matthew 10:1-20,  Psalm 9:7-12,  Proverbs 2:9-10
15 Genesis 27:30-29:12,  Matthew 10:21-42,  Psalm 9:13-20,  Proverbs 2:11-15
16 Genesis 29:13-30:43,  Matthew 11:1-19,  Psalm 10:1-6,  Proverbs 2:16-19
17 Genesis 31:1-55,  Matthew 11:20-12:8,  Psalm 10:7-12,  Proverbs 2:20-22
18 Genesis 32:1-33:20,  Matthew 12:9-37,  Psalm 10:13-18,  Proverbs 3:1-2
19 Genesis 34:1-35:29,  Matthew 12:38-13:9,  Psalm 11:1-3,  Proverbs 3:3-4 
20 Genesis 36:1-43,  Matthew 13:10-35,  Psalm 11:4-7,  Proverbs 3:5-6
21 Genesis 37:1-38:30,  Matthew 13:36-58,  Psalm 12:1-5,  Proverbs 3:7-8
22 Genesis 39:1-41:7,  Matthew 14:1-21,  Psalm 12:6-8,  Proverbs 3:9-10
23 Genesis 41:8-42:4,  Matthew 14:22-15:9,  Psalm 13:1-6,  Proverbs 3:11-12
24 Genesis 42:5-43:14,  Matthew 15:10-39,  Psalm 14:1-7,  Proverbs 3:13-14
25 Genesis 43:15-44:34,  Matthew 16:1-20,  Psalm 15:1-5,  Proverbs 3:15-16
26 Genesis 45:1-46:27,  Matthew 16:21-17:13,  Psalm 16:1-6,  Proverbs 3:17-18
27 Genesis 46:28-48:22,  Matthew 17:14-18:9,  Psalm 16:7-11,  Proverbs 3:19-20



28 Genesis 49:1-50:26,  Matthew 18:10-35,  Psalm 17:1-5,  Proverbs 3:21-24
29 Exodus 1:1-2:25,  Matthew 19:1-22,  Psalm 17:6-12,  Proverbs 3:25-26
30 Exodus 3:1-4:31,  Matthew 19:23-20:19,  Psalm 17:13-15,  Proverbs 27-28

OCTOBER
1 Exodus 5:1-6:30,  Matthew 20:20-21:11,  Psalm 18:1-6,  Proverbs 3:29-32
2 Exodus 7:1-8:32,  Matthew 21:12-27,  Psalm 18:7-12,  Proverbs 3:33-35
3 Exodus 9:1-10:20,  Matthew 21:28-46,  Psalm 18:13-19,  Proverbs 4:1-2
4 Exodus 10:21-12:36,  Matthew 22:1-22,  Psalm 18:20-24,  Proverbs 4:3-4
5 Exodus 12:37-14:20,  Matthew 22:23-46,  Psalm 18:25-29,  Proverbs 4:5-6
6 Exodus 14:21-16:20,  Matthew 23:1-22,  Psalm 18:30-36,  Proverbs 4:7-9
7 Exodus 16:21-18:27,  Matthew 23:23-39,  Psalm 18:37-42,  Proverbs 4:10-13
8 Exodus 19:1-20:26,  Matthew 24:1-14,  Psalm 18:43-50,  Proverbs 4:14-17
9 Exodus 21:1-22:20,  Matthew 24:15-35,  Psalm 19:1-6,  Proverbs 4:18-19
10 Exodus 22:21-24:18,  Matthew 24:36-51,  Psalm 19:7-14,  Proverbs 4:20-22
11 Exodus 25:1-26:14,  Matthew 25:1-13,  Psalm 20:1-9,  Proverbs 4:23-24
12 Exodus 26:15-28:14,  Matthew 25:14-30,  Psalm 21:1-7,  Proverbs 4:25-27
13 Exodus 28:15-29:25,  Matthew 25:31-26:5,  Psalm 21:8-13,  Proverbs 5:1-2
14 Exodus 29:26-30:38,  Matthew 26:6-25,  Psalm 22:1-5,  Proverbs 5:3-6
15 Exodus 31:1-32:35,  Matthew 26:26-50,  Psalm 22:6-10,  Proverbs 5:7-8
16 Exodus 33:1-34:35,  Matthew 26:51-75,  Psalm 22:11-15,  Proverbs 5:9-10
17 Exodus 35:1-36:19,  Matthew 27:1-23,  Psalm 22:16-21,  Proverbs 5:11-14
18 Exodus 36:20-37:29,  Matthew 27:24-44,  Psalm 22:22-26,  Proverbs 5:15-17
19 Exodus 38:1-39:31,  Matthew 27:45-66,  Psalm 22:27-31,  Proverbs 5:18-20
20 Exodus 39:32-40:38,  Matthew 28:1-20,  Psalm 23:1-6,  Proverbs 5:21-23
21 Leviticus 1:1-3:17,  Mark 1:1-20,  Psalm 24:1-10,  Proverbs 6:1-3
22 Leviticus 4:1-5:19,  Mark 1:21-45,  Psalm 25:1-7,  Proverbs 6:4-5
23 Leviticus 6:1-7:21,  Mark 2:1-22,  Psalm 25:8-15,  Proverbs 6:6-8
24 Leviticus 7:22-8:36,  Mark 2:23-3:12,  Psalm 25:16-22, Proverbs 6:9-11
25 Leviticus 9:1-11:12,  Mark 3:13-35,  Psalm 26:1-7,  Proverbs 6:12-15
26 Leviticus 11:13-13:17,  Mark 4:1-20,  Psalm 26:8-12,  Proverbs 6:16-19
27 Leviticus 13:18-14:14,  Mark 4:21-41,  Psalm Ps 27:1-6,  Proverbs 6:20-22
28 Leviticus 14:15-15:12,  Mark 5:1-20,  Psalm 27:7-14,  Proverbs 6:23-26
29 Leviticus 15:13-16:34,  Mark 5:21-43,  Psalm 28:1-5,  Proverbs 6:27-29
30 Leviticus 17:1-19:10,  Mark 6:1-20,  Psalm 28:6-9,  Proverbs 6:30-31
31 Leviticus 19:11-20:27,  Mark 6:21-46,  Psalm 29:1-6,  Proverbs 6:32-33
 
NOVEMBER
1 Leviticus 21:1-22:33,  Mark 6:47-7:16,  Psalm 29:7-11,  Proverbs 6:34-35
2 Leviticus 23:1-24:23,  Mark 7:17-37,  Psalm 30:1-6,  Proverbs 7:1-3
3 Leviticus 25:1-55,  Mark 8:1-21,  Psalm 30:7-12,  Proverbs 7:4-5
4 Leviticus 26:1-46,  Mark 8:22-9:1,  Psalm 31:1-8,  Proverbs 7:6-8
5 Leviticus 27:1-34,  Mark 9:2-29,  Psalm 31:9-18,  Proverbs 7:9-12
6 Numbers 1:1-54,  Mark 9:30-50,  Psalm 31:19-24,  Proverbs 7:13-17
7 Numbers 2:1-3:16,  Mark 10:1-22,  Psalm 32:1-7,  Proverbs 7:18-21



8 Numbers 3:17-4:20,  Mark 10:23-45,  Psalm 32:8-11,  Proverbs 7:22-23
9 Numbers 4:21-5:31,  Mark 10:46-11:11,  Psalm 33:1-9,  Proverbs 7:24-27
10 Numbers 6:1-7:29,  Mark 11:12-33,  Psalm 33:10-17,  Proverbs 8:1-3
11 Numbers 7:30-89,  Mark 12:1-27,  Psalm 33:18-22,  Proverbs 8:4-5
12 Numbers 8:1-10:10,  Mark 12:28-44,  Psalm 34:1-7,  Proverbs 8:6-7
13 Numbers 10:11-11:35,  Mark 13:1-20,  Psalm 34:8-14,  Proverbs 8:8-9
14 Numbers 12:1-14:4,  Mark 13:21-37,  Psalm 34:15-22,  Proverbs 8:10-13
15 Numbers 14:5-45,  Mark 14:1-21,  Psalm 35:1-10,  Proverbs 8:14-17
16 Numbers 15:1-41,  Mark 14:22-42,  Psalm 35:11-16,  Proverbs 8:18-19
17 Numbers 16:1-50,  Mark 14:43-72,  Psalm 35:17-21,  Proverbs 8:20-21
18 Numbers 17:1-19:8,  Mark 15:1-21,  Psalm 35:22-28,  Proverbs 8:22-24
19 Numbers 19:9-21:9,  Mark 15:22-47,  Psalm 36:1-6,  Proverbs 8:25-26
20 Numbers 21:10-22:41,  Mark 16:1-20,  Psalm 36:7-12,  Proverbs 8:27-29
21 Numbers 23:1-24:25,  Luke 1:1-23,  Psalm 37:1-6,  Proverbs 8:30-31
22 Numbers 25:1-26:22,  Luke 1:24-56,  Psalm 37:7-13,  Proverbs 8:32-33
23 Numbers 26:23-65,  Luke 1:57-80,  Psalm 37:14-20,  Proverbs 8:34-36
24 Numbers 27:1-28:31,  Luke 2:1-20,  Psalm 37:21-26,  Proverbs 9:1-2
25 Numbers 29:1-30:16,  Luke 2:21-38,  Psalm 37:27-33,  Proverbs 9:3-6
26 Numbers 31:1-54,  Luke 2:39-52,  Psalm 37:34-40,  Proverbs 9:7-9
27 Numbers 32:1-42,  Luke 3:1-20,  Psalm 38:1-8,  Proverbs 9:10-12
28 Numbers 33:1-56,  Luke 3:21-38,  Psalm 38:9-14,  Proverbs 9:13-15
29 Numbers 34:1-35:34,  Luke 4:1-21,  Psalm 38:15-22,  Proverbs 9:16-18
30 Numbers 36:1- Deuteronomy 1:46,  Luke 4:22-44,  Psalm 39:1-6,  Proverbs 10:1-2

DECEMBER
1 Deuteronomy 2:1-3:29,  Luke 5:1-20,  Psalm 39:7-13,  Proverbs 10:3-5
2 Deuteronomy 4:1-49,  Luke 5:21-6:11,  Psalm 40:1-5,  Proverbs 10:6-8
3 Deuteronomy 5:1-6:25,  Luke 6:12-36,  Psalm 40:6-10,  Proverbs 10:9-11
4 Deuteronomy 7:1-8:20,  Luke 6:37-7:10,  Psalm 40:11-17,  Proverbs 10:12-14
5 Deuteronomy 9:1-10:22,  Luke 7:11-35,  Psalm 41:1-6,  Proverbs 10:15-17
6 Deuteronomy 11:1-12:19,  Luke 7:36-8:3,  Psalm 41:7-13,  Proverbs 10:18-21
7 Deuteronomy 12:20-14:21,  Luke 8:4-25,  Psalm 42:1-11,  Proverbs 10:22-25
8 Deuteronomy 14:22-16:22,  Luke 8:26-56,  Psalm 43:1-5,  Proverbs 10: 26-27
9 Deuteronomy 17:1-19:13,  Luke 9:1-22,  Psalm 44:1-8,  Proverbs 10:28-30
10 Deuteronomy 19:14-21:23,  Luke 9:23-45,  Psalm 44:9-16,  Proverbs 10:31-32
11 Deuteronomy 22:1-23:25,  Luke 9:46-62,  Psalm 44:17-26,  Proverbs 11:1-4
12 Deuteronomy 24:1-26:19,  Luke 10:1-24,  Psalm 45:1-5,  Proverbs 11:5-6
13 Deuteronomy 27:1-28:14,  Luke 10:25-11:4,  Psalm 45:6-12,  Proverbs 11:7-8
14 Deuteronomy 28:15-68,  Luke 11:5-28,  Psalm 45:13-17,  Proverbs 11:9-11
15 Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20,  Luke 11:29-54,  Psalm 46:1-11,  Proverbs 11:12-13
16 Deuteronomy 31:1-29,  Luke 12:1-21,  Psalm 47:1-9,  Proverbs 11:14-15
17 Deuteronomy 31:30-32:52,  Luke 12:22-40,  Psalm 48:1-7,  Proverbs 11:16-18
18 Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12,  Luke 12:41-59,  Psalm 48:8-14,  Proverbs 11:19-21
19 Joshua 1:1-3:17,  Luke 13:1-21,  Psalm 49:1-9,  Proverbs11:22-23
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