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PURPOSE STATEMENT
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandment through the local church and its ministries.

CORE VALUES
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is guided by five core values: doctrinal
integrity, spiritual vitality, mission focus, characteristic excellence, and servant leadership. The
Mission Focus this semester is Characteristic Excellence - What we do, we do to the utmost of
our abilities and resources as a testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course, sermons preached by students in class will serve as the basis for a study of
preaching content, structure, and style.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
At the conclusion of the course, students will:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of basic homiletical concepts.

2. Be able to identify helpful resources for sermon construction and delivery.

3. Demonstrate in their own preaching and identify in others the principles for effective
oral interpretation of Scripture and delivery of sermons.

4. Demonstrate in their own preaching and identify in others an understanding of basic
fundamentals of articulation, voice, and vocal care.

5. Be able to identify personal competency needs and strengths in reading Scripture and
preaching.

COURSE METHODOLOGY
Lectures and other instructional methods will be utilized to review and teach important
fundamentals and principles about sermon construction, delivery, oral interpretation, and voice,
as well as to present and discuss applicable print and other resources. Writing assignments will
be required to facilitate experiential learning and skills development in sermon building and
communication. Student preaching, feedback, and group discussion will be used to promote
personal insights about oral interpretation and sermon delivery. The preaching laboratory and
student self study will be important instructional components. Listener critique forms will be
utilized to aid personal analysis in assessing preaching competency needs and strengths of
students in sermon construction and delivery.



TEXTBOOKS

Fasol, Al. 4 Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery. Broadman & Holman, 1996.
Heisler, Greg. Spirit-Led Preaching. Nashville: Broadman, 2007.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Each student will read and complete book report/application evaluation on the material in the
required textbooks. Each report should be three-four pages (typed, double-spaced) and
include a summary of contents and critical evaluation. Due: TBA

2. Each student will preach at least twice in class. The subject and text of the first sermon must
be appropriate for a pastoral setting and the second sermon must address a different biblical
genre from the first. The student will submit a suggested text, title, CIT, proposition, and
purpose statement one week prior to preaching for approval. Due: TBA

3. Each student will provide the following on the day he preaches.
a. Sermon brief for the professor.
b. Sermon outline for colleagues suitable for printing in a church bulletin.

4. Each student will submit an evaluation of their colleagues’ sermons preached in class. A copy
of the sermon evaluation form will be provided by the professor. Each student is responsible
for duplicating the review form. The evaluations may be handwritten and are due at the end
of the class session.

5. Each student will listen to and evaluate three preachers/sermons. The listening sessions may
be live, videotaped, or televised. These evaluations must be typewritten in the same form as
the sermon evaluation form provided by the professor. The criteria for evaluations is as
follows:

a. A preacher with 1-9 years of experience.
b. A preacher with 10-25 years of experience.
c. A televised or video-published preacher.

6. A final exam will be given covering material given in class lectures.

COURSE GRADE

Book Report 10%
First Sermon Brief and Delivery 30%
Second Sermon Brief and Delivery 35%
Sermon Evaluations 10%
Final Exam 15%



Selected Bibliography

Adams, Jay. Pulpit Speech: A Textbook for Use in Classroom Study. Philadelphia: Presbyterian
And Reformed Publishing Company, 1971.

Adler, Ronald B., and Neil Towne. Looking Out/Looking In: Interpersonal Communication. Fort
Worth: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1996.

Anderson, Leith. Dying for Change. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1990.
Axtell, Roger. Do’s and Taboo's of Public Speaking. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1992.

Barbara, Dominick. Your Speech Reveals Your Personality. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas,
1958.

Barker, Larry. Communication. 2d ed. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1981.

Bartow, Charles. The Preaching Moment: A Guide to Sermon Delivery. Nashville: Abingdon,
1980.

Beatty, Christopher. Maximum Vocal Performance. Nashville: Star Publishing Group, 1992.

Briscoe, D. Stuart. Fresh Air in the Pulpit: Challenges and Encouragement from a Seasoned
Preacher. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994.

Capp, Glenn R., Carol C. Capp, and G. Richard Capp Jr. Basic Oral Communication. 5" ed.
Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1990.

Davis, Ken. Secrets of Dynamic Communication: Preparing and Delivering Powerful Speeches.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991.

Decker, Bert, and Hershael W. York. Speaking with Bold Assurance: How to Become
Persuasive Communicator. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001.

Dickens, Milton. Speech: Dynamic Communication. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovick,
1974.

Duduit, Michael, ed. Communicate with Power: Insights from America’s Top Communicators.
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1996.

. Handbook of Contemporary Preaching. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1992.
Fabarez, Michael. Preaching That Changes Lives. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2002.

Farris, Stephen. Preaching That Matters. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1998.

Fasol, Al. 4 Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery, Broadman & Holman, 1996.
Flesch, Rudolph. The Art of Plain Talk. New York: Collier, 1951,



Galli, Mark, and Craig Brian Larson. Preaching That Connects: Using the Techniques of
Journalists to Add Impact to Your Sermons. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

Garrison, Webb. Creative Imagination in Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1960.

Goldsworthy, Graeme. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture: The Application of
Biblical Theology to Expository Preaching. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 2000.

Hamilton, Cheryl, and Cordell Parker. Communicating for Results. 5" ed. Belmont, CA:
Wadsworth, 1997

Heisler, Greg. Spirit-Led Preaching. Nashville: Broadman, 2007.

Hickson, Mark, and Don Stacks. Nonverbal Communication: Studies and Applications.
Dubuque, IA: William C. Brown Publishers, 1985.

Hybels, Bill, Stuart Briscoe, and Haddon Robinson. Mastering Contemporary Preaching.
Portland, OR: Multnomah, 1989.

Lee, Charlotte I. Oral Reading of the Scripture. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1974.

Lewis, Ralph. Speech for Persuasive Preaching. Wilmore: Asbury Theological Seminary,
1968.

3

Litfin, Duane. Public Speaking: A Handbook for Christians. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House
1981.

MacArthur, John Jr. Rediscovering Expository Preaching. Dallas: Word Publishing, 1992.

McDill, Wayne. The 12 Essential Skills for Great Preaching. Nashville: Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1994.

Massey, James Earl. The Sermon in Perspective: A Study of Communication and Charisma.
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1976.

Mawhinney, Bruce. Preaching with Freshness. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1997.

Miller, Calvin. The Empowered Communicator.: 7 Keys to Unlocking an Audience. Nashville:
Broadman & Holman Publishing, 1994,

Montoya, Alex. Preaching with Passion. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2000.
Pitt-Watson, Ian. A Primer for Preachers. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1986.

Richard, Ramesh. Scripture Sculpture: A Do-lIt-Yourself Manual for Biblical Preaching. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 1995.

Rummage, Stephen Nelson, Planning Your Preaching: A Step-by-Step Guide for Developing a
One-Year Preaching Calendar. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2002.



Shaddix, Jim. The Passion Driven Sermon: Changing the Way Pastors Preach and
Congregations Listen. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003.

Stevenson, Dwight E., and Charles F. Diehl. Reaching People from the Pulpit: A Guide to
Effective Sermon Delivery. New York: Harper & Row, 1958; Grand Rapids: Baker Book
House, 1978,

Turner, Timothy A. Preaching to Programmed People: Effective Communication in a Media-
Saturated Society. Grand Rapids: Kregel Resources, 1995.

Van Riper, Charles, and John Irvin. Voice and Articulation. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall,
1958.

Vassallo, Wanda. Speaking with Confidence: A Guide for Public Speakers. Cincinnati:
Betterway Books, 1990.

Vines, Jerry. 4 Guide to Effective Sermon Delivery. Chicago, Moody Press, 1986.

, and Jim Shaddix. Power in the Pulpit: How to Prepare and Deliver Expository
Sermons. Chicago: Moody Press, 1999.

Ward, Richard. Speaking from the Heart: Preaching with Passion. Nashville: Abingdon, 1992.

Willhite, Keith, and Scott M. Gibson, eds. The Big Idea of Biblical Preaching: Connecting the
Bible to People. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.



Appendix: Sermon Evaluation Form Template
Sermon Evaluation Form

Name: Preacher:

In Class Peer Eval. ___ Live review 1-9 exp. Live review 10-25 exp. Video/TV Review
Scripture passage / topic:

Intended audience: Minutes preached:

Introduction (Clear? Concise? Aroused interest?):

Organization of main body (Understandable? Well-balanced?):

Illustrations (Appropriate? Varied? Not detracting?):

Application (Relevance clear? Motivating?):

Conclusion (Clear summary? Appropriate call to action?):

Accuracy (Faithful to meaning of Scripture? Thought and study
evident?):

Delivery (Understandable? Pleasant? Clear? Lively? Interesting?):

Big Idea:



Appendix: Sermon Evaluation Form Template
Sermon Evaluation Form
Name: Preacher:

Over-all evaluation of sermon: /20 (20-17 Excellent, 16-13 Good, 12-9
Fair, 8-5 Poor, 4-1 Unacceptable)

(Use the back of the form to record any additional comments)



