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Seminary Mission Statement 
The mission of the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Purpose of the Course, Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies Addressed 

The purpose of this course is to provide quality theological education for students in the discipline of 

pastoral ministries.  

 

The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, 

Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership.  

 

The core value for 2014-2015 is Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping community 

emphasizing both personal spirituality and gathering together as a Seminary 

family for the praise and adoration of God and instruction in His Word.  

 

The course will specifically address the curriculum competencies of biblical exposition, spiritual and 

character formation, interpersonal skills, spiritual and worship leadership. 

 

Course Description 
In this course, sermons preached by students in class as well as sermons recorded on DVD will serve 

as the basis for a study of preaching content, structure, and style. Prerequisite: PREA5300 

Proclaiming the Bible. 
 

Course Objectives  
 By the end of the course, the student will: 

1. Be able to apply homiletical concepts, principles, and resources helpful for effective oral 

interpretation of Scripture, sermon construction, and sermon delivery. 

 2. Value Christian proclamation as a vital part of personal ministry. 

3. Demonstrate acceptable proficiency in performing Christian proclamation with the aid of an 

instructor or course resources, whether as one called to preach or as one with some other Christian 

calling. 
 



  

 

Course Methods 
Lectures and other instructional methods will be utilized to review and teach important fundamentals 

and principles about sermon construction, delivery, oral interpretation, and voice, as well as to 

present and discuss applicable print and other resources. Writing assignments will be required to 

facilitate experiential learning and skills development in sermon building and communication. 

Student preaching, feedback, and group discussions will be used to promote personal insights about 

oral interpretation and sermon delivery. The preaching laboratory and student self-study will be 

important instructional components. Listener feedback forms and personal critique forms will be 

utilized to aid personal analysis in assessing preaching competency needs and strengths of students in 

sermon construction and delivery. 
 

Textbooks 

 The following textbooks are required (will be cited in class notes and/or in assignments): 
 

Fasol, Al.  A Complete Guide To Sermon Delivery. Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 

1996. 

 

 Heisler, Greg. Spirit-Led Preaching. Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2007. 

 

McDill, Wayne V. The Moment of Truth. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999. 

 

York, Herschael W., and Bert Decker. Preaching with Bold Assurance. Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers, 2003. 

 

 

 The following textbooks are optional:  

  

  Chapell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Preaching: Redeeming the Expository Sermon. 2
nd

 ed. Grand  

  Rapids: Baker, 2005. 

 

Dever, Mark and Greg Gilbert. Preach: Theology Meets Practice. Nashville: B & H Publishing,        

2012. 

 

Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn. Preaching and Preachers. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1972. 

  
 

Course Requirements 
 Students are required to: 

 

1.  Submit a one-page single-spaced summary for each of the four books: i.e., the required 

textbooks by Fasol, Heisler, McDill, and York. Each analysis should answer the following questions: 

 a. What is a two-paragraph (or less) summary of the book? 

 b. What is one (or more) helpful feature(s) of the book for Christian proclamation? 

  

 



 

 

2. Prepare one preaching presentation which is 20-25 minutes in duration, based on an Old 

Testament passage (selected by the student from any of the following Old Testament books: Genesis 

through Ruth) to be delivered in class and outlined on the rhetorical sermon brief form in this 

syllabus.   
 

3. Prepare one preaching presentation which is 20-25 minutes in duration, based on a New 

Testament passage (selected in class) to be delivered in class. The sermon delivered is to be a 

rhetorical sermon outlined on the sermon brief form in this syllabus. Please note: Students are 

expected to dress according to their cultural/church expectation when preaching in the class period 

when they make their preaching presentation. 

 

4. Complete a preaching evaluation form following each student’s preaching presentation in class. 

(Note: The instructor will supply one copy of the feedback form, but students are responsible for 

duplicating the forms for class use.) 

 

5. Provide on the day the student is scheduled to make a preaching presentation: one copy of the 

student’s rhetorical sermon brief (Students must use the sermon brief form in this syllabus.). 

Please note: Students may not miss class on the day scheduled for their presentation (missing class 

on the day scheduled for the presentation will result in a grade of zero for this assignment). 

 

 6. Take a final exam. The final exam will cover class notes, The Moment of Truth, Spirit-Led 

Preaching, and Preaching with Bold Assurance. The exam will be distributed as a take-home, open-

book exam at the last class period on Monday (5/11) and will be due Wednesday (5/13) at 12:00 

PM. 
 

Evaluation 

All course objectives will be evaluated through the grading of the reading assignments, preaching 

presentations, preaching evaluations, and final examination. Attendance and participation by students 

will also be factors in the evaluation of the course objectives. 

  

 The student's final grade will be determined as follows: 

 

 1. Assigned Textbooks Reading papers    400 points (100 each) 

 2. OT Preaching presentation/critique/evaluation   200 points 

 3. NT Preaching presentation/critique/evaluation   200 points 

 4. Preaching Evaluation Forms     100 points 

 5. Final examination       100 points 

 

 Breakdown 

 Points  Letter Grade 

 1000-930  A 

 929-850   B 

 849-770   C 

 769-700   D 

          699-0   F 



 

 

                                                   
 

Late Assignments Penalty 
Assignments turned in past the date due will incur a late penalty of ten points, which will be deducted 

from the assignment grade. Assignments will not be accepted more than one week past the date 

due (but assignments may be submitted before the due date). All assignments must be submitted as 

specified. 

 

Absences  
Students are expected to attend all classes. Absences of more than 2 classes will result in the student 

automatically failing the course. A student’s tardiness three times will be counted as one absence. 
 

Course Topics 

 Homiletics Review and Matters of Sermon Development 

 Sermon Delivery and Communication 

 Oral Interpretation of Scripture 

 Fundamentals of Voice and Vocal Care 

 Using Multimedia in Preaching     

 Preaching Presentations 

 Concluding Matters  

 

 Assignments are due in class on the following days: 

 1. Moment of Truth Review     2/23 

 2. A Complete Guide To Sermon Delivery Review  3/30 

 3. Spirit Led Preaching Review    4/27 

 4. Preaching with Bold Assurance Review   5/11  

 4. O.T. Preaching Sermon     Day of Delivery   

 5. N.T. Preaching Sermon     Day of Delivery  

 6. Final Exam       5/13 

 

Course Schedule 
 

January 26     Course Introduction  

 

February 9     Lecture/Review on Sermon Development 

 

February 23     Student OT Sermons / 1
st
 Review Due 

 

March 9      Student OT Sermons 

 

March 30     Student OT Sermons / 2
nd

 Review Due 

 

April 13      Student NT Sermons 
 

April 27      Student NT Sermons / 3
rd

 Review Due 

 



 

 

May 11      Student NT Sermons / 4
th

 Review Due / Final Exam Handout  

 

May 13      Final Exam Due     
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SERMON BRIEF 
Rhetorical Sermon Outline 

 

Name: 

Assignment: 

Date Due: 

 

A. Foundational Elements 

1. Sermon Title (in quotation marks; headline capitalization style): 

2. Text: 

3. Subject (in one or two words--or as a short phrase): 

4. CIT (Central Idea of the Text; Essence of the Text in a Sentence--state in the past tense): 

5. Proposition (Also called the Essence of the Sermon in a Sentence; do not state in the past tense): 

6. Major Objective:  

7. Specific Objective (Objective of the Sermon in a Sentence--state in terms of what hearers will do as a result 

of this sermon): Hearers will.... 

8. Interrogative: 

9. Unifying Word: 

 

B. Formal Elements 

Introduction 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Body 

I. 

 1. 

 2. 

II. 

 1. 

 2. 

III. 

 1. 

 2. 

Conclusion 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

C. Notes 

1. The number of points may vary within the formal elements from the numbers shown above. 

2. All main points (i.e., I, II, etc.) in the sermon body outline must be referenced to the text (e.g., I. The Motive 

of Salvation, John 3:16a; II. The Means of Salvation, John 3:16b). 

3. Write all sermon body main points in headline capitalization style (e.g., The Motive of Salvation). Write all 

lesser points under the main points in sentence capitalization style (e.g., The personal motive). 


