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Syllabus

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its
ministries.

Core Value Focus and Curriculum Competencies:

The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus,
Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. This course supports the five core values
emphasized by the seminary. The core value for this semester is Spiritual Vitality:

“We are a worshiping community emphasizing both personal spirituality and gathering together
as a Seminary family for the praise and adoration of God and instruction in His Word.”

The seminary has seven curriculum competencies: Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological
Heritage, Discipleship Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership, Spiritual and Character
Formation, and Worship Leadership. This course addresses all curriculum competencies.

Course Description:

This course is the second of 2 semester-long, pass-fail experiences in a faculty-mentored group.
The group will meet for two hours bi-weekly for accountability, mentoring, discussion, and
spiritual formation in the company of others. It will include specific assignments from a variety
of Christian devotional practices. This course is designed to be taken immediately following
DISC5170.

Course Objectives/ Student Learning Outcomes:

In order to provide moral leadership by modeling and mentoring Christian character and
devotion and in order to stimulate church health through mobilizing the church for discipleship,
the student, by the end of the course should:

1. Comprehend the Following Concepts:
e The marks of a disciple as something beyond the point of salvation.



e Effective methods of becoming a disciple and of making disciples.
e The relationship between spiritual maturity and spiritual disciplines.
e Christian devotional practices or disciplines.

2. Have a positive response to the following concepts:

e A life-long intentional devotional discipline for lifelong spiritual growth
and benefit to the kingdom of God

e A meaningful and maturing relationship with God.

e Christian community in a small group setting.

e A personal commitment to basic devotional practices.

3. Be able to, with the help of resources, accomplish the following tasks:

e Develop a plan for personal discipleship and assist others to develop a
personal discipleship plan.
e Practice appropriate disciplines of the Christian faith.

4. Have an appropriate perception as to how to lead small discipleship groups.

Course Teaching Methodology:

The professor will use dialog and discussion as the main vehicles of the mentoring process.
There will be personal and group interchange between students and professor both in class and
online. The emphasis is not on lecturing from professor but on student led participation in group
discussions of materials of course.

Textbooks:
The Bible (A different translation than the one student always uses);

Jethani, Skye. The Divine Commodity: Discovering a Faith Beyond Consumer
Christianity. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2009.

Willard, Dallas. The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God.
New York, NY: Harper One, 1997.

Course Requirements:

The students are required to:

1. Maintain a Daily Bible Reading/Devotional plan for the semester. Due Date:
February 9, 2015.

2. Write and submit two one half-page devotions based on two Bible verses or passage
selections. Due Date: March 9, 2015.

3. Read the course textbooks and write two page reviews for each.
Due Date: April 27, 2015.




4. Keep a Reflection Journal for each chapter of the textbooks. Use the study guides in
the textbooks as a resource for the journal. Submit the journal to the professor by
April 27, 2015.

5. Meet with a local “Spiritual” Friend/Mentor once a month for prayer and discussion
of the student’s reflections in his/her journal. The student should share reflections at
an appropriate level of comfort and confidentiality. List the name of the friend/mentor
in the front of the journal.

6. Complete a final exam/reflection paper. Due Date: April 27, 2015.

7. The learner will complete all reflection and discussion activities on Blackboard.

Course Evaluation:

The course is offered on a pass-fail basis. The student’s final grade will be
Determined as follows:

Scripture reading certification 20%
Two half-page devotions 20%
Journal on textbook chapters 20%
Blackboard participation 20%
Final exam/reflection paper 20%

Other Important Information:

1. Assignments turned in past the due date will incur a late penalty of five points,
which will be deducted from the assignment grade. Assignments will not be
accepted more than one week past the due date without permission.

2. Absences: The maximum number of absences that can be taken without failure are
three (3) classroom hours for an one hour course. (see Graduate Catalog, p. 142)

3. Meeting Places: At the discretion of the professor the classes will meet in different
places to experience different settings. Professor will email notifications of the
meeting places in advance and will provide instructions for arrangements for all to
participate.

4. Please note the final exam/reflection paper will be sent to professor via internet
by April 27, 2015.

Important Dates:

Jan. 26 — First day of class

Feb 9 — Skye ch. 1; Willard ch. 1

Feb. 23 — Skye ch. 2&3; Willard ch. 2,3

March 9 — Skye ch. 4&5; Willard ch.4,5

March 23-27 — Spring Break; No Classes

March 30 — Skye ch. 6&7; Willard ch.6

April 13 — Skye ch. 8; Willard ch.7

April 27 — Skye ch. 9; Willard ch. 8,9

May 11 — Last class period; Skye Epilogue; Willard ch.10; Final Exam Day



Selected Bibliography:
Arn, Win, and Charles Arn. The Master’s Plan for Making Disciples, 2d ed. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1998.
Barna, George. Growing True Disciples. Colorado Spring: Waterbrook Press, 2001.
Blackaby, Henry T. and Claude V. King. Experiencing God: How to Live the Full Adventure of
Knowing and Doing the Will of God. Nashville: B & H, 1994.
. Hearing God’s Voice. Nashville: B & H, 2002.
Bonhoeffer, Deitrich. The Cost of Discipleship. Translated by R. H. Fuller. New York:
Macmillan, 1963.
Bridges, Jerry. The Pursuit of Holiness. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1978.
. The Practice of Godliness. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1983.
Coleman, Robert E. The Master Plan of Evangelism. Grand Rapids: Revell, 1993.
. The Master Plan of Discipleship. Grand Rapids: Revell, 1987.
Cymbala, Jim. Break Through Prayer. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.
. Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.
DeMoss, Nancy Leigh. Brokenness: The Heart God Revives. Chicago: Moody, 2005.
. Holiness: The Heart God Purifies. Chicago: Moody, 2005.
. Surrender: The Heart God Controls. Chicago: Moody, 2005.
Eims, Leroy. The Lost Art of Disciple Making. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978.
Elliff, Tom. A Passion for Prayer: Experiencing Deeper Intimacy with God. Fort Washington,
PA: CLC Publications, 2010.
Floyd, Ronnie. The Power of Prayer and Fasting. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1997.
Foster, Richard J. Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth. San Francisco:
HarperCollins, 1998.
. Freedom of Simplicity: Finding Harmony in a Complex World. New York:
HarperCollins, 2005.
Foster, Richard J. and James Bryan Smith. Devotional classics. Revised and expanded ed. New
York: HarperCollins, 2005.
Foster, Richard J. and Gayle D. Beebe. Longing for God. Downers Grove: IVP Books, 2009.
Foster, Richard J. and Emilie Griffin. Spiritual Classics: Selected Readings on the Twelve
Spiritual Disciplines. New York: HarperCollins, 2000.
Frizzell, Gregory R. How to Develop a Powerful Prayer Life: The Biblical Path to Holiness and
Relationship with God. Memphis: The Master Design, 1999.
Hall, R. Clyde. Handbook for Youth Discipleship. Broadman, 1988.
Hughes, R. Kent. Disciplines of a Godly Man. Wheaton: Crossway, 2001. Hull, Bill. Jesus Christ
Disciplemaker. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1984,
. The Disciple-Making Church. Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 1990.
. The Disciple-Making Pastor. Revell, 1988.
Idleman, Kyle. Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed Follower of Jesus. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2011.
MacArthur, John. The Keys to Spiritual Growth: Unlocking the Riches of God. Wheaton:
Crossway, 1991.
Muller, George. The Autobiography of George Muller. New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House,
1984.
Murray, Andrew. Absolute Surrender. Springdale, PA: Whitaker House, 1982.
. With Christ in the School of Prayer.




Ortberg, John. If You Want to Walk on Water, You've Got to Get Out of the Boat. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2001.

. The Life You 've Always Wanted. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

Packer, James I. Knowing God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1973. Petersen, Jim. Lifestyle
Discipleship: The Challenge of Following Jesus in Today’s World. Colorado Springs:
NavPress, 1993.

Piper, John and Wayne Grudem. Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood. Wheaton:
Crossway Books, 1991.

Plantinga, Cornelius, Jr. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1995.

Platt, David. Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream. Colorado Spring:
Multnomah, 2010.

Stanley, Charles F. Handle with Prayer: How to Turn the World Around While on Your Knees.
Wheaton: Victor Books, 1987.

Whitney, Donald S. Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life. Colorado Springs: NavPress,
1991.

Wilkins, Michael J. In His Image: Reflecting Christ in Everyday Life. Colorado Springs:
NavPress, 1997.

Willard, Dallas. The Spirit of the Disciplines: Understanding How God Changes Lives. New
York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1988.

Wright, N. T. Following Jesus: Biblical Reflections on Discipleship. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing, 1995.



