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 The mission of Leavell College of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip 

leaders to fulfill the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church 

and its ministries. 

 

Core Value 

Each academic year, a core value is emphasized.  This academic year, the core value is 

Spiritual Vitality:  "We are a worshiping community emphasizing both personal spirituality and 

gathering together as a seminary family for the praise and adoration of God and instruction in 

His Word."  

Course Description 

Each interpretation course is designed to acquaint the student with pertinent background 

information for the books or passages being studied.  After an examination of the introductory 

materials, the core of the class consists of a verse-by-verse exegesis of the writings of Haggai, 

Zechariah, and Malachi.   Old Testament Survey is a pre-requisite for this course. 

 

Student Outcomes 
 At the conclusion of the semester, the student will: 

1. Be able to give a critical introduction to Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 

2. Be able to interpret the writings studied. 

3. Be able to perceive truths based upon the historical setting for today. 

4. Be challenged to internalize the truths found in the study of the Haggai, 

Zechariah, and Malachi in each person’s life. 

 

Course Texts 
 The following textbooks are required: 



Richard A. Taylor and E. Ray Clendenen. Haggai, Malachi in the New American Commentary, 

vol. 21A. 

George Klein. Zechariah in the New American Commentary, vol. 21B.  

 The following textbooks are suggested for further reading: 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi in the Tyndale Old Testament Commentary, vol. 24. 

Nahum-Malachi in the Holman Old Testament Commentary, vol. 20. 

 

 

Course Requirements and Grading 
1. As per the Leavell College Catalog, school policies regarding absences and tardies 

will be strictly enforced.  Any student missing more than nine hours will 

automatically receive a grade of “F” for the course.  (Each class period counts as 

three hours of class time.)  Every three occasions of arriving late for class or leaving 

early from class will be counted as one hour of absence.  Roll will be taken at the 

beginning of each class period and after each break.  The student is responsible for 

contacting the teacher if he/she is tardy and the roll has already been taken.  The 

student is responsible for all material, including that which was covered during an 

absence.  The student is responsible to get copies of notes and handouts.  Any missed 

assignments must be made up within one week of the original due date or the student 

will receive a grade of zero for the assignment.  All late assignments will be 

penalized five points for the first day and one point per day thereafter.  

 

2. Each student will lead one devotional session prior to the beginning of instructional 

time.  The devotional time should be between five to seven minutes in length and 

should be based on a passage from the course reading.  The student will be assigned a 

specific date on which to lead the class devotion.  The devotion will be worth 10% of 

the total grade. 

 

3. The student will be required to read Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi in three different 

translations – NASB is required, and two others. 

4. The student will be required to read the assigned portions of Scripture and the 

corresponding sections of the commentaries before coming to class. 

5. The student will be required to attend and participate in all class sessions.  

6. The student will prepare 4 one page essays on topics assigned in class.  The topics 

will be assigned throughout the semester. 

7. The student will be required to complete a notebook containing the following:  

 A.  A table of contents 

B.  An introduction to each of the writings based upon class lecture and/or 

the required readings. 



  C.  Notes from class lectures.  

  D.  Truths from each section studied.   

8. Two sectional exams and a final exam will be required. 

9. Class participation is essential; therefore, a class participation grade will be given.  Each student is 

responsible for being in class on time, dressed appropriately for class, reading the assigned chapters, 

and participating in class discussion. Absences and excessive tardies will affect the participation 

grade. The participation grade is worth 10% of the total grade. 

 

Grading Methodology  

Class Participation    10% 

Required Reading of Translations       5% 

Notebook    10% 

Sectional One Exam    20% 

Sermon Review and Analysis   15% 

Final Exam    20% 

Essays     20%  

 

Course Outline 

 

All topics and dates (except the final exam) are subject to change.  Note:  Readings should be completed prior 

to coming to class.  Pop quizzes (as part of participation grade) may be given to assess whether or not students 

are reading the required material.  

 

Week Date Topic Readings 

1 1/26 Course Overview; Introduction to 

Prophets 

 

2 2/2 Introduction to Haggai  

3 2/9  Hag. 1:1-15 

4 2/16  Hag. 2:1-9 

5 2/23  Hag. 2:10-23 

6 3/2 Introduction to Zechariah  

7 3/9  Zech. 1-4 

8 3/16 Mid-Term Exam Zech. 5-8 

9 3/23 SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS  

10 3/30  Zech. 9-12 

11 4/6  Zech. 13-14 

12 4/13 Introduction to Malachi Sermon Reviews Due 

13 4/20  Mal. 1:1-2:9 

14 4/27  Mal. 2:10 – 3:5 

15 5/4  Mal. 3:6 – 4:6 

16 5/11 FINAL EXAM  

 

 

 

 



 

Additional Course Information 
 1.  Computer/Phone usage policy:  Using computers, smart phones, tablets, or other electronic devices is 

a privilege rather than a right, and student abusing the privilege will be asked to turn off such devices.   Students 

should place electronic devices on silent mode during class time.  Students needing to make or receive texts or 

calls should arrange to do so outside of class time.  At no time during class hours should students use computers 

or tablets for anything other than class notes or assignments.  The professor reserves the right to ask students to 

leave electronic devices at home.   

 2.  Blackboard sites:  Student should obtain and maintain a working email address and should enroll in 

the Blackboard section of the course.  All communications outside of class will come as emails via Blackboard, 

and any written assignments will be submitted via Assignments in Blackboard.   All written assignments must 

be submitted as Word documents (not PDF or WordPerfect).   

 3.  Special instructions:  In the event the seminary campus is closed, class will still meet in an online 

format.  Should campus close for any reason, please take your textbooks with you and be prepared to move the 

discussion to an online format via Blackboard.  I will post any necessary schedule revisions to the 

Announcements page of Blackboard.   

  

 

Selected Bibliography 

 

Prophets 

Blenkinsopp, Joseph. A History of Prophecy in Israel. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1983. 

 

Bright, John. Covenant and Promise. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1976. 

 

Brueggemann, Walter. Finally Comes the Poet: Daring Speech for Proclamation. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1989. 

 

________. Hopeful imagination: prophetic voices in exile. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.  

 

________. The Prophetic Imagination. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978.  

 

Bullock, C. Hassell. An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books. Chicago: Moody Press, 1986.  

 

Clements, R. E. Prophecy and Covenant. SBT. 1st series, 43. London: SCM, 1965. 

 

________. Prophecy and Tradition. Oxford: B. Blackwell, 1975.  

 

Heschel, Abraham J. The Prophets. New York: Harper & Row, 1962. 

 

Hyatt, J. Philip. Prophetic Religion. New York: Abingdon, 1947.  

 

Klein, R. W. Israel in Exile: A Theological Interpretation. OBT. Philadelphia: 1979.  

 

Koch, Klaus. The Prophets. 2 Vols. 1st ed. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1983. 

 

Lindblom, J. Prophecy in Ancient Israel. Oxford: B. Blackwell, 1962. 

 

Mays, James L. and Paul J. Achtemeir, eds. Interpreting the Prophets. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987.  

 

McKay, John W. Religion in Judah under the Assyrians: 732-609 BC. SBT. 2d series, 26. London: SCM, 1973. 

 



Rofe, Alexander. The Prophetical Stories: The Narratives about the Prophets in the Hebrew Bible. Their 

Literary Types and History. 1st Eng.. Jerusalem: Magnes, 1988. 

 

Rust, Eric C. Covenant and Hope: A Study in the Theology of the Prophets. Waco, TX: Word, 1972. 

 

Vawter, Bruce. Amos, Hosea, Micah: With an Introduction to Classical Prophecy. Old Testament 

Message.Wilmington: Michael Glazier, 1981.  

 

von Rad, Gerhard. The Message of the Prophets. (Vol. 2 of Old Testament Theology) Trans. D.M.G. 

Stalker.New York: Harper, 1965.  

 

Walton, John H. Ancient Israelite Literature in its Cultural Context. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989.  

 

Ward, James M. The Prophets. Nashville: Abingdon, 1982.  

 

Westermann, Claus. Basic Forms of Prophetic Speech. Trans. H. C. White. London: SCM Press, 1967. 

 

Wood, Leon J. The Prophets of Israel. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987. 

 

Messianic Prophecy 

Becker, Joachim. Messianic Expectation in the Old Testament. Trans. David E. Green. Philadelphia: 

Fortress,1980.  

 

Mowinckel, S. He That Cometh: The Messiah Concept in the OT and Later Judaism. Trans. G. W. Anderson. 

New York: Abingdon, 1954.  

 

O'Doherty, E. "The Organic Development of Messianic Revelation." CBQ 19 (1957): 16-24 

 

Ringgren, Helmer. The Messiah in the Old Testament. SBT. 18. Repr. London: SCM, 1961.  

 

Scholem, G. The Messianic Idea in Judaism. Trans. M. A. Meyer and H. Halkin. New York: Schocken, 1971. 

 

Teeple, H. M. The Mosaic Eschatological Prophet. JBL Monograph. Philadelphia: Society for Biblical 

Literature, 1957.  

 

Zimmerli, Walther. Man and his Hope in the Old Testament. SBT. 2d series, 20. London: S.C.M., 1971. 

 

HAGGAI 

Ackroyd, P. R. Exile and Restoration. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1968.  

 

________. Israel under Babylon and Persia. The New Clarendon Bible: Old Testament, 4. London: Oxford, 

1970.  

 

Meyers, Carol L. and Eric M. Meyers. Haggai, Zechariah 1-8: a new translation with introduction and 

commentary. AB. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1987.  

 

Mitchell, Hinckley G., John Merlin Powis Smith and Julius A. Bewer. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 

on Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi and Jonah. ICC. New York: Scribner, 1912.  

 

Petersen, D. L. Haggai and Zechariah 1-8: A Commentary. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984. 

 

Verheof, P. A. The Books of Haggai and Malachi. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.  



 

Wolf, Herbert M. Haggai and Malachi. EvBC. Chicago: Moody, 1976. 

 

Wolff, Hans Walter. Haggai: A Commentary. Trans. M. Kohl. A Continental Commentary. Minneapolis: 

Augsburg, 1988. 

 

Wright, J. S. The Building of the Second Temple. London: Tyndale, 1958.  

 

ZECHARIAH 

Ackroyd, P. R. Exile and Restoration. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1968.  

 

________. Israel under Babylon and Persia. The New Clarendon Bible: Old Testament, 4. London: Oxford, 

1970.  

 

Baldwin, Joyce G. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. TOTC. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1972. 

 

Laney, J. C. Zechariah. EvBC. Chicago: Moody, 1984. 

 

Mason, R. The Books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. CBCNEB. Cambridge: University, 1973. 

 

Meyers, Carol L. and Eric M. Meyers. Haggai, Zechariah 1-8: a new translation with introduction and 

commentary. AB. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1987. 

 

________. Zechariah 9-14: a new translation with introduction and commentary. AB. Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday, 1993.  

 

Mitchell, Hinckley G., John Merlin Powis Smith and Julius A. Bewer. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 

on Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi and Jonah. ICC. New York: Scribner, 1912.  

 

Olmstead, A. T. History of the Persian Empire. Chicago: University, 1948.    

 

Petersen, D. L. Haggai and Zechariah 1-8: A Commentary. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984. 

 

MALACHI 

Ackroyd, P. R. Exile and Restoration. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1968.  

 

 ________. Israel under Babylon and Persia. The New Clarendon Bible: Old Testament, 4. London: Oxford, 

1970.  

 

Baldwin, Joyce G. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. TOTC. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1972. 

 

Hill, Andrew E. "Dating the Book of Malachi: A Linguistic Reexamination." In The Word of the Lord Shall Go 

Forth: Essays in Honor of D. N. Freedman, ed. C. Meyers and M. O'Connor, 77-89. Winona Lake: 

Eisenbrauns, 1983. 

 

Kaiser, Walter C. Malachi: God's Unchanging Love. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984.  

 

Mallone, G. Furnace of Renewal. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1981. 

 

McKenzie, S. L. and H. W. Wallace. "Covenant Themes in Malachi." CBQ 45 (1983): 549-63 

 



Mitchell, Hinckley G., John Merlin Powis Smith and Julius A. Bewer. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 

on Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi and Jonah. ICC. New York: Scribner, 1912.  

 

Ogden, Graham S. and Richard R. Deutsch. A Promise of Hope - a Call to Obedience: a commentary on the 

books of Joel and Malachi. ITC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.  

 

Verheof, P. A. The Books of Haggai and Malachi. NICOT. Eerdmans, 1987.  

 

Wolf, Herbert M. Haggai and Malachi. EvBC. Chicago: Moody, 1976.  

 

 


