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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church.

Purpose of the Course
The purpose of this course is to provide the students with opportunities to develop and enhance
skills in accurately interpreting and clearly communicating the Bible through the preaching of
expository sermons.

Core Value Focus

The course will emphasize the seminary’s current core value focus assigned annually by the
Administrative Council. This year’s core value focus is Spiritual Vitality.

Curriculum Competencies Addressed
This course will address the following curriculum competencies:

Biblical exposition: The student will discover passages of Scripture that will address
biblical foundations for biblical preaching in the local church or evangelistic ministry
setting.

Spiritual and Character Formation: To provide moral leadership by modeling and
mentoring Christian character and devotion.

Course Description

In this course, sermons preached by students in class as well as sermons recorded on DVD will serve as
the basis for a study of preaching content, structure, and style. Prerequisite: PREA5300 Proclaiming the
Bible.
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Learning Objectives

In order to interpret and communicate the Bible accurately, students, by the end of the course,
should:

1. Be able to apply their knowledge and comprehension of the essentials of preaching content,
organization,
Structure, and style to communicate the Bible accurately.
2. Value the following things:
The role of the Holy Spirit in sermon delivery.
The elements of preaching style and principles of sermon delivery.
3. Be able to preach an expository sermon with skill.

Textbooks

The following textbooks are required (will be cited in class lectures and/or in assignments):

Ahn, Jong Pil. Preaching Speech Communication. Seoul: Qumran Publishing Company, 2007.
Jung, Jang Bok. Clinic of Sermon Delivery. Seoul: Worship and Sermon Academy, 2006.

Fasol, Al. A Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers,
1996.

The following textbook is optional (will be helpful and may be used in class assignments):

York, Herschael W., and Bert Decker. Preaching with Bold Assurance. Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 2003.

Course Methods

1. Lectures and other methods will be utilized to review and teach important fundamentals and
principles about sermon construction, delivery, oral interpretation, and voice, as well as to
present and discuss applicable print and other resources.

2. Writing assignments will be required to facilitate experiential learning and skills development
in sermon building and communication.
3. Student preaching, feedback, and group discussions will be used to promote personal insights
about oral interpretation and sermon delivery.
4. The preaching laboratory and student self-study will be important instructional components.
. Listener feedback forms and personal critique forms will be utilized to aid personal analysis in
assessing preaching competency needs and strengths of students in sermon construction and
delivery.

(621

Assignments and Evaluation Criteria
Students are required to do the following assignments:
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1. Submit one typed (single-spaced) annotated analysis of four books: i.e., the required textbooks by
Fasol, McDill, and Heisler, and one book of the student’s choice (could be the optional textbook by York
and Decker) on preaching, preferably on sermon delivery. Format: This one analysis should give a
correct bibliographic listing of each of the four books with their associated annotations, which answer the
following questions:

a. What is a two-paragraph (or less) summary of the book?

b. What is one (or more) helpful feature(s) of the book for Christian proclamation?

c. What is one difficulty, deficiency, or limitation in using the book for Christian
proclamation?

A cover page is to be used and stapled to the analysis, but do not include an intervening blank page or
binder. Each analysis should be approximately one page in length but the entire analysis should total no
more than four pages.

2. Prepare one preaching presentation which is fifteen to eighteen minutes in duration, based
on an Old Testament passage (selected by the student from any of the following Old Testament books:
Genesis through Ruth), and outlined on the rhetorical sermon brief form in this syllabus.

3. Prepare one preaching presentation of a New Testament passage (selected by the student
from any of the Gospels: Matthew through John) to be delivered in class and not to exceed eighteen
minutes nor to be less than fifteen minutes in duration. The sermon delivered is to be a rhetorical
sermon outlined on the sermon brief form in this syllabus. Please note: Male students are expected to
wear a coat, tie, and long pants in the class period when they make their preaching presentation (and
female students must wear a dress or pant suit for their presentation).

4. Complete:

a. A preaching feedback form following each student’s preaching presentation. (Note:
The instructor will supply one copy of the feedback form, but students are responsible for duplicating the
forms for class use.)

b. A DVD critique/feedback evaluation form for the personal preaching presentation,
utilizing forms supplied by the instructor.

5. Provide on the day the student is scheduled to make a preaching presentation: one copy of
the student’s rhetorical sermon brief (Students must use the sermon brief form in this syllabus.) and
payment to cover cost of DVD. Please note: Students may not miss class on the day scheduled for their
presentation (missing class on the day scheduled for the presentation will result in a grade of zero for this
assignment).

6. Take a final exam. The final exam will cover class notes, The Moment of Truth, A
Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery, and Spirit-Led Preaching. The exam will be distributed as a take-
home, open-book exam at the last class period on Monday (12/8) and will be due Tuesday (12/9) at
12:00 PM.

Evaluation

All course objectives will be evaluated through the grading of the annotated analysis,
preaching presentations, DVD critique/feedback evaluation, and final examination. Attendance
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and participation by students in group discussions will also be factors in the evaluation of the
course objectives.
The student’s final grade will be determined as follows:

1. Annotated textbooks analysis 20%

2. OT Preaching presentation/critique/evaluation 25%

3. NT Preaching presentation/critique/evaluation 30%

4. Final examination 25%
Absences

Students are expected to attend all classes. Absences of more than six hours will result
in the student automatically failing the course. A student’s tardiness three times will be counted
as one absence.

Late Assignments Penalty

Assignments turned in past the date due will incur a late penalty of ten points which
will be deducted from the assignment grade. Assignments will not be accepted more than one
week past the date due (but assignments may be submitted before the due date).

Course Schedule and Assignments

Course topics will be as follows:

Introduction

Homiletics Review and Matters of Sermon Construction
Sermon Delivery, Communication, and Style

Oral Interpretation of Scripture

Fundamentals of VVoice and Vocal Care

Using Multimedia in Preaching

Preaching Presentations

Concluding Matters

Assignments are due in class on the following days:

1. Annotated Analysis November 24
2. O.T. Preaching Sermon Brief Day of Delivery
3. N.T. Preaching Sermon Brief Day of Delivery
4. Final Exam December 8
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SERMON SUMMARY SHEET

Text: (Bible passage.)

M.O.T.: (Major Objective of the Text: a one-or two-word
description of the primary purpose of the text; i. e., Evangelistic or
Christian Life.)

C.ILT. (Central Ideal of the Text: A 15-18 word past- tense statement interpreting what
the text meant then)

Proposition: (A 15-18 word present-tense application of the C. 1. T.)

Purpose: (A brief statement of what the preacher wants the listeners to know or do in
response to the message.)

Development: (The approach used to move from proposition to structure.)

Outline: (Two or more words, phrases, or sentences which describe the structure of the text
and the major divisions of your sermon.)

Title: (A brief phrase or sentence related to the sermon subject.)

Preaching Practicum PREA6200 Page 5



SERMON DELIVERY EVALUATION

Name of Preacher:

Date:
1 —Poor 2 — Needs Attention 3 — Satisfactory 4 — Excellent
VOICE
COMMENTS
Vocal Parameters 1 2 3 4
A. Pitch ()y )y )y ()
B. Loudness ()y )y )y ()
C. Quality () () ) ()
Speech
A. Articulation () )y )y ()
B. Pronunciation ()y )y )y ()
C. Rate ()y )y )y ()
D. Timing () )y () ()
E. Oral Interpretation ()y )y )y ()
CONTENTS
COMMENTS
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Organization
Relationship to Text
Interest Enhancement

BODY

COMMENTS

Appearance

A. Appeal

B.

Appropriateness

Body Language

A

B.

C.

D.

E.

Gestures

Change of Position
Use of Notes
Facial Expression

Eye Contact

Overall Comments

(
(

(
(
(
(
(

)
)

)
)
)
)
)
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SERMON BRIEF
Rhetorical Sermon Outline

Name:
Assignment:
Date Due:

A. Foundational Elements

1. Sermon Title (in quotation marks; headline capitalization style):
2. Text:

3. Subject (in one or two words--or as a short phrase):

4. ETS (Essence of the Text in a Sentence--state in the past tense):

5. ESS (Essence of the Sermon in a Sentence--also called the Proposition; do not state in the past
tense):

6. OSS (Objective of the Sermon in a Sentence--state in terms of what hearers will do as a result
of this sermon): Hearers will....

B. Formal Elements

Introduction (May/may not have sub-points under Introduction, Conclusion, or Main Points in
Body of Sermon)

1.

2.

3.

Body (Include Functional Elements of Explanation, Illustration, and Application for each point
in sermon but do not have to include in Sermon Brief.)
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2.
.
1.
2.
Conclusion
1.
2.
3.
C. Notes
1. The number of points may vary within the formal elements from the numbers shown above.
2. All main points (i.e., I, I1, etc.) in the sermon body outline must be referenced to the text (e.g.,

I. The Motive of Salvation, John 3:16a; Il. The Means of Salvation, John 3:16b).

3. Write all sermon body main points in headline capitalization style (e.g., The Motive of
Salvation). Write all lesser points under the main points in sentence capitalization style (e.g., The
personal motive).
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