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PMPR8305 Preaching Through the Genres 

Professional Doctoral Seminar 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

Spring Trimester, March 13-15, 2023 

Mon (1:00-9:00 pm); Tues-Wed (8:00 am – 4:00 pm) 

 

 

 

Professor: Dr. Landon Dowden, Senior Pastor, Hebron BC, Dacula, GA 

Phone: 770-962-3671 

Email: ldowden@hebronchurch.org 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Claire Sloop 

Phone: 770-962-3671 

Email: msloop@hebronchurch.org 

 

Mission Statement 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with 

Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission. 

 

Course Description  

This seminar will lead students to examine the connection between the practice of expository 

preaching and the various genres of both testaments of the Bible. Attention will be given to 

methods of interpreting and proclaiming narrative, law, poetry, proverbs, prophecy, letters, and 

apocalyptic. Students will also apply their knowledge to their own preaching in a way that is 

relevant to the contemporary church and culture.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

This course has been designed so that students might achieve the following: 

mailto:msloop@hebronchurch.org
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1. As a result of this seminar, students will be able to discuss the major 

approaches/methods of preaching from the various literary genres of the Bible. 

2. As a result of this seminar, students will be able to state the names and views of writers 

and preachers who have explored the relevance of literary genre to expository preaching.  

3. As a result of this seminar, students will heighten their competence in interpreting all the 

biblical genres. 

4. As a result of this seminar, students will be able to preach expository sermons from all 

the types of literature in the Bible. 

5. As a result of this seminar, students will be able to preach Christ-centered sermons from 

every literary genre of the Bible. 

6. As a result of this seminar, students will be able to plan and preach series of sermons 

from every biblical genre. 

7. As a result of this seminar, students will grow in their ability to learn from others in 

ministry as they interact with one another and with professors by sharing and listening 

to ministry ideas and practices. 

 

Required Textbooks 

1. Arthurs, Jeffrey D. Preaching with Variety: How to Re-create the Dynamics of 

 Biblical Genres. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2007. 

2. Blomberg, Craig L. Preaching the Parables: From Responsible Interpretation to 

 Powerful Proclamation. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004. 

3. Gentry, Peter J. How to Read & Understand the Biblical Prophets. Wheaton: 

 Crossway, 2017. 

4. Goldsworthy, Graeme. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Grand 

 Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

5. Greidanus, Sidney. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text. Grand Rapids: 

 Eerdmans, 1988. 

6. Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Preaching and Teaching from the Old Testament. Grand 

 Rapids: Baker, 2003. 

7. Long, Thomas G. Preaching and the Literary Forms of the Bible. Philadelphia: 

 Fortress Press, 1989. 

8. Mathewson, Steven. The Art of Preaching Old Testament Narrative. Grand Rapids: 

 Baker, 2002. 
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9. Moseley, Allan. From the Study to the Pulpit: An 8-Step Method for Preaching and 

 Teaching the Old Testament. Wooster, OH: Weaver Book Company, 2018.  

10. Roberts, Vaughan. God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible. Downers 

 Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2003. 

11. Smith, Steven W. Recapturing the Voice of God: Shaping Sermons Like Scripture. 

 Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2015. 

12. Wright, Christopher J. H. How to Preach and Teach the Old Testament for All Its 

 Worth. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2016. 

 

Course Announcement:  

You can expect an announcement/email from the professor 1-2 weeks prior to the course 

meeting dates regarding the content of the course, significance of the content, and how 

students can prepare for class.  

 

Course Requirements: 

1. Students will read 5 of the 12 textbooks and will write a 5-6 page review of each 

book they read. All students are required to read God’s Big Picture by Vaughan 

Roberts as one of the 5 books they read. The reading and reviews will be 

completed before the first day of the seminar. Students are to submit one book 

review electronically to Dr. Dowden no later than February 22, 2023. Dr. Dowden 

will grade and provide significant feedback for this writing assignment, including 

an assessment of content and especially writing quality and style. Hard copies of 

the 4 additional required reviews will be turned in on the first day of the seminar. 

Guidelines for writing a critical book review are included in this syllabus. 

Additional writing guidelines are also included, and students are encouraged to 

read all such guidelines and follow them in all their seminar writing. All 12 books 

will be discussed during the seminar. Each student will present at least one 

review orally (and perhaps two) and will lead a class discussion of that/those 

book(s). The student presenting the book will “teach” the book to the seminar, 

and may use printed and/or PowerPoint notes to help with the presentation. 

Students will select a book(s) for their oral review/discussion by emailing Dr. 

Dowden’s assistant, Mary Claire Sloop, at msloop@hebronchurch.org. Books will 

be assigned on a first-come first-served basis. 
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2. Students will listen to two sermons preached by one or two of the preachers listed 

 below. Preferably, the sermons will be viewed via video. One of the sermons must 

 be from the Old Testament, and students will choose sermons from biblical 

 genres that are the biggest challenges for them. Students will write a 2-page 

 summary/evaluation of each sermon, and will be prepared to present the 

 evaluation in the seminar should time allow. Students should evaluate form, 

 content, and presentation of the sermon. In their evaluations, students will bring 

 to bear what they have learned from the assigned reading on the various biblical 

 genres. Further questions that should guide the evaluation are included in this 

 syllabus. The same questions will be used to evaluate student sermons. 

 

Danny Akin 

Thabiti Anyabwile 

Alistair Begg 

Peter Rochelle 

Mark Dever 

Crawford Loritts 

Kevin DeYoung 

Landon Dowden 

J.D. Greear 

Jack Hayford 

Greg Heisler 

David Jeremiah 

Max Lucado  

Fred Luter 

John McArthur 

Steven W. Smith  

Tony Evans 

Tony Merida 

James Merritt 

Allan Moseley 

Joel Osteen 

John Piper 

David Platt 

Haddon Robinson 

Stephen Rummage 

Jim Shaddix 

Robert Smith  

Charles Stanley 

Chuck Swindoll 

Chris Williamson 

Rick Warren 

Hershael York 

 

3. Students will present one of their own sermons via video during the seminar. The 

 sermon will be pre-recorded and brought to the seminar in a format that is 

 viewable during the seminar (DVD, internet, flash drive). Students will select a 

 preaching text from one of the biblical genres listed below by sending an email to  Mary  

Claire Sloop at msloop@hebronchurch.org. All genres will be assigned, so students who 

 contact Mary Claire later may be required to preach from a genre that is not their first  

choice.

• narrative 

• law 

• poetry 

• prophecy 

• proverb 

• apocalyptic 

• gospel 

• parable 
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• epistle

 

4. Students will select a genre(s) and prepare a presentation for the class on preaching 

 from that genre. Why should preachers preach from that genre? What are some 

 cautions in preaching from that type of literature? What are some positive outcomes 

 that can result from preaching from that type of Scripture? What is a method preachers 

 can use in preaching from that genre? What human needs are especially exposed by 

 preaching from that genre? How may a preacher preach Christ from the selected genre? 

 Students will become the class expert on the genre(s) they select, and they may have to 

 present more than one genre. Students will email Dr. Dowden’s assistant, Mary Claire  

Sloop, at msloop@hebronchurch.org and indicate their first and second choice of  

genres to present. The bibliography in this syllabus lists numerous resources that  

address the interpretation and proclamation of the various biblical genres, and  

students are encouraged to consult such resources that relate to the genre they will  

teach. The genres are as follows: 

  

• narrative 

• law 

• poetry 

• prophecy 

• proverb 

• apocalyptic 

• gospel 

• parable 

• epistle 

 

  

5. Students will attend all sessions of the seminar and participate in class 

discussions in an effort to create an environment in which students learn both 

 from the professor and from one another. Some class time will likely be devoted 

to groups of students presenting a preaching strategy on a passage of Scripture 

assigned by the professor. This is the “group project” listed in the seminar 

schedule provided below. 

 

Course Grading Assignment Weight  

 

• Book reviews – 20% 

• Genre presentations – 20% 
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• Sermon reviews – 20% 

• In-seminar preaching – 20% 

• Class participation/discussion – 20% 

 

 

Course Load Expectations  

 

Students are expected to satisfactorily fulfill all of the following listed requirements. Since this is 

a three hour course, the professors expect the students to complete 2250 minutes of work in 

class and 4500 minutes of work outside of class. Reading and writing assignments for this 

course have been calculated with these requirements in mind. 

 

Course Policies 

 

Academic Policies: Academic policies relater to absences, grading scale, final examination 

schedules, and other topics can be found in the current online catalog:  New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary Graduate Catalog. 

 

Absences: Absences are not permitted unless an extenuating circumstance arises.  Students 

must contact the professor immediately if such circumstance arises.  Additional work may be 

assigned to make up for the missed seat time. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy: All graduate and undergraduate NOBTS students, whether on-

campus or BlueJeans participants, are expected to adhere to the highest Christian standard of 

honesty and integrity when completing academic assignments for all courses in every delivery 

system format. The Bible provides our standard for academic integrity and honesty.  

 

Assignment Formatting: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be created in 

Turabian format. All written assignments must be Word or PDF documents, written in third 

person unless otherwise instructed, and created in 12 pt. Times New Roman font.   

http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/academics/GraduateCatalog.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/academics/GraduateCatalog.pdf
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Consult the ProDoc website Resources page, Writing Helps and Turabian 8 

Resources, for assistance in document formatting.  Should you desire personal 

assistance in Turabian formatting, contact Phyllis Garrett, ProDoc Writing 

Assessment and Project Coordinator, for a list of free-lance Style Readers. 

 

Assignment Submission:  All assignments are to be submitted to Canvas prior to the starting 

date and time for the seminar.  Do not send files as attachments via email to the professor. For 

technical reasons, this mode of file transmission is extremely inefficient. 

 

Cell phones: Phones must be silenced during class time. The use of a cell phone for the 

purposes of texting, email or other social media is not permitted. Anyone who is observed text 

messaging or using an electronic device during class may be asked to drop the course 

 

Classroom Decorum: Your participation is required for every session. You are expected to: 

• Come to the sessions with a constructive point of view, prepared to interact with the 

readings and resources related to the course topic. 

• Dress appropriately and in accordance with the NOBTS Student Handbook. 

• Turn off cell phones and not accept any calls and/or text messages during class. 

• Utilize laptops and other technology for class purposes only.  

• Maintain confidentiality when someone shares personal information. 

• The Classroom Decorum also applies to BlueJeans participants. 

 

Grading Scale: Your final grade will be based on your total accumulation of points as 

indicated under the Assignments and Evaluation Criteria section of this syllabus according to 

the grading scale in the NOBTS 2019-2020 catalog. 

 A  93-100 B  85-92 C  77-84 D  70-76 F  69 and below 

 

Late Assignments: Only under extreme circumstances, and with prior approval, will a late 

assignment be accepted. Late assignments will be assessed an initial 10-point penalty and 1 
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point for each day after the due date. No assignments will be accepted more than two weeks 

after the original due date. Missed presentations may not be made up.  

 

Netiquette: Netiquette refers to appropriate online behavior in Canvas or other online 

discussions.  Each student is expected to demonstrate appropriate Christian behavior when 

working online on Discussion Boards or whenever interaction occurs through web, digital, or 

other electronic medium.  The student is expected to interact with other students in a fashion 

that will promote learning and respect for the opinions of others in the course.  A spirit of 

Christian charity is expected at all times in the online environment. 

 

Plagiarism: NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may 

result in expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, 

penalties, and policies associated with plagiarism. 

  

Revision of the Syllabus: The course syllabus is not a legal contract. Any syllabus revision 

will be preceded by a reasonable notice to students. The standards and requirements set forth in 

this syllabus may be modified at any time by the professor. Notice of such changes will be by 

announcement in class or by email notice. 

 

Withdrawal from the Course: The administration has set deadlines for withdrawal. These 

dates and times are published in the academic calendar. Administration procedures must be 

followed. You are responsible to handle withdrawal requirements. A professor can’t issue a 

withdrawal. You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you will not receive a final grade 

of "F" in the course if you choose not to attend once you are enrolled. 

 

Additional Information: 

 

Correspondence with the Professor: Every effort is made to respond to emails and phone 

calls within 24-48 hours, excluding weekends. Please feel free to contact the professor with any 

question you may have regarding this course.  
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NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging Service: Once you have established a SelfServe 

account you may sign up for the NOBTS emergency text messaging service by going to 

http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html . 

 

Special Needs: If you need an accommodation for any type of disability, please set up a time to 

meet with the professor to discuss any modifications that you may need and we are able to 

provide.  

 

Technical Support: For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the 

following websites:  

• Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support request for help with 

the site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, etc.). 

• ITCSupport@nobts.edu – Email for general technical questions/support requests.   

• www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - View general NOBTS technical help information on this 

website. 

• Student Guide to Canvas: https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/tkb-

p/student 

• Canvas Tutorial Videos:  

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/tkbp/videos#student-videos 

 

 

Tentative Class Schedule  

 

Monday 

• Welcome and orientation 

• Submit written book reviews and discussion 

• Student presentations on preaching from a genre  

• Student evaluation of preaching 

• Group project work time  

http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html
mailto:Selfserve@nobts.edu
mailto:ITCSupport@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/itc/
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/tkb-p/student
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/tkb-p/student
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/tkbp/videos%23student-videos
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Tuesday 

• Remaining book reviews and discussion 

• Student presentations on preaching from a genre 

• Student evaluation of preaching 

• Group Project work time 

 

Wednesday 

• Remaining Genre presentations 

• Group Presentation – presenting a preaching strategy for an assigned text 

• Remaining Student sermons and evaluation 

 

Questions for Sermon Evaluation 

 

1. How well did this sermon explain the biblical text under consideration? 

 

 

2. How well did the preacher address and explain theological issues related to the 

preaching text? 

 

 

3. How well did the preacher apply and illustrate the biblical text being considered? 

 

 

4. How did this sermon reveal/expound God’s grace? 
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5. How was the sermon relevant to the context of Western culture and local culture? What 

specific cultural ideas and/or practices were addressed? 

 

 

6. How did the preacher’s appearance and voice contribute and/or detract from the 

message (posture, eye contact and facial expressions, clothing and appearance, 

mannerisms, voice and inflection)? 

 

 

7. How did the sermon point to Christ and our need for Him? 

 

 

8. How did this sermon impact the local congregation as it currently exists? How did it 

potentially contribute to the development of disciples? 

 

 

9. How well did the preacher hold the attention of the people? 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR CRITICAL BOOK REVIEWS 

 

I. Preliminary Considerations 

 

A critical book review is not merely a summary of the contents of a book. A critical book review 

is a vehicle for examining and discussing issues the book raises or fails to raise. One writes a 

critical book review for the benefit of those who may not presently have time to read the book 

but who need to learn more about its basic approach should they read it in the future. The book 
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reviewer is to inform these readers concerning merits and/or shortcomings the book may have. 

From information in the review, the reader may determine the contributions and value of the 

book. 

 

II. Components of a Critical Book Review 

 

A.  Give complete bibliographical information at the top of the page (title, author, publisher, 

place of publication, date of publication, number of pages, and name of reviewer). Use the 

following format: 

 

Toward Rediscovering the Old Testament, by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

l987. 250 pages. Reviewed by Randy C. Slocum. 

 

B.  Briefly state the reason this book was chosen for review. State the author's credentials 

(education, place of employment, previous achievements, etc.) as a preface to giving the book a 

serious hearing. Biographical information about the author should be included only as it 

demonstrates the author’s competence to write the book. Within the context of the paper, do not 

use titles (Dr., Rev., etc.). In most brief reviews, reviewers should limit the introduction to one 

or two paragraphs. 

 

C.  Briefly (in one or two well-written sentences) summarize the thesis of the book. This is a 

crucial step because the thesis contains the reason the author wrote the book (dozens of books 

with similar subject matter may be available on the market). The thesis will state the author's 

basic presuppositions and approach. The critical nature of the book review will grow from the 

reviewer's conclusion that the book does or does not achieve the author's stated purpose. 

 

D.  The main body of a critical book review will be concerned with thesis development. That is, 

did the author achieve the stated purpose? In this section the reviewer will inspect each of the 

chapters of the book noting how the author develops (or does not develop) the thesis. If the 

author develops the thesis convincingly, providing adequate information and statistical data, the 

reviewer says so, providing concrete examples and citing their page numbers in the text. 

 



 

 

   

 
Dr. Landon Dowden  

 

PMPR8305 Preaching Through the Genres 

Given the limited amount of space in a brief book review, reviewers should not use footnotes. 

Quotations or ideas taken directly from the text should be followed parenthetically by the page 

number of the quotation. The reviewer should not use abbreviations for page(s) (p./pp.).  

Example: 

 

Rainer argues that evangelistic churches should focus on reaching youth (20). Indeed, he writes, 

“Many churches fail to recognize that adolescence is a critical time of receptivity to the gospel” 

(21). 

 

If the thesis is poorly developed or if the examples are inadequate to support the assertions of 

the author, the reviewer will point this out as well. Most critical book reviews will contain both 

praise and criticism, carefully weighed and balanced against one another. 

 

Remember the purpose of a critical book review is not to provide a summary of the book. You 

may assume that the professor and the grader know the contents of the book. 

 

 Questions the reviewer will seek to answer in this section will include:   

• Is there an adequate, consistent development of the author's stated thesis? Why 

or why not?  

• What is the author’s purpose, i.e., what does he/she hope to accomplish through 

this book? Does the author accomplish the purpose? If so, how does he/she do 

so? If not, why not? 

• Does the author approach the subject with any biases, i.e., do the author’s 

theological, experiential, philosophical, denominational, or cultural perspectives 

influence his/her conclusions? 

• Does the author properly support his/her thesis? Does the author adequately 

consider and refute opposing viewpoints? Is the book limited in application to 

specific types of churches? Is the book relevant to contemporary culture? 

• Does the author have to resort to suppression of contrary evidence in order to 

make the thesis credible (slanting)? If so, what additional evidence would weaken 

the case? 
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• Is the thesis sound but marred by a flawed procedure?   

• Is the author's case proved, or would another thesis have been more 

appropriately chosen? 

           

 E.  Finally, students will include a summary section. How does this book differ from 

other treatments of the same subject matter? What is unique and valuable about this approach 

as opposed to others? Would the reviewer recommend this book above others? Why or why not? 

 

This final summary should include the major strengths and weaknesses of the book and evaluate 

its value for readers who may be interested in that particular field of inquiry. The primary 

purpose of this section is to respond both positively and negatively to the book’s contents and 

presentation. The response should be more thoughtful and detailed than, “This book is a good 

book that should be recommended reading for everyone,” or “This book is a lousy book not 

worth reading.” A central issue in this evaluation is whether or not the author achieved the 

book's stated purpose. 

Answer questions such as: 

• What are the strengths of the book, i.e., what contributions does the book make? 

• Why should a person read this book? 

• What did you learn from this book?  

• How might you apply the lessons of this book in your ministry context? 

• Would you recommend the book to other ministers? to seminary students? to 

laypersons? Why, or why not? 

 

Do not allow your response to the application question to become lengthy (this paper is not 

primarily an evaluation of your ministry), but make some application. 

 

Throughout your critique, be specific in your evaluations. Do not merely tell the reader about 

the book; tell and show the reader with concrete examples from the book, including page 

numbers. 
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 F.  The length of the review should be between five and seven pages, double-spaced. 
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