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New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

CMSE8301 Baptist Church Music Conference 
Professional Doctoral Special Event Seminar 

 
NOBTS Mission Statement: 
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 
Commission and the great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 
 
Professors: 
Dr. Becky Lombard    Dr. Kenneth Gabrielse 
blombard@nobts.edu    kgabrielse@nobts.edu 
504-282-4455, extension 3257   504.282.4455, extension 3229 
 
Course Description: 
This Special Event Seminar is built around the annual meeting of the Baptist Church Music Conference 
and team-taught by professors in the Church Music division. The Baptist Church Music Conference is a 
professional organization serving and served by Baptist ministers of music, denominational workers, and 
educators from around the world. The purpose of the organization is: (1) to strengthen membership and 
musical renewal; (2) to affirm continually the unique role of members as minister musicians; and (3) to 
provide a positive and ever-growing influence  on the ministry of church musicians. The seminar will be 
held on-site at the conference location and will engage the student in a study of the various aspects of 
music as a ministry tool in the contexts of worship, education and missions of the local church.  Students 
will attend the various sessions of the conference and discuss relevant issues in a small group setting.  
Emphasis will be placed on identifying and evaluating Southern Baptist distinctives of music and worship 
ministry and on discussing current music and worship ministry issues reflected in denomination life as 
represented at the Baptist Church Music Conference.  In addition to attending the conference sessions, 
students will complete designated course requirements. 
 
Course Goals: 
The student who satisfactorily completes this seminar by fulfilling the requirements should be able to: 
 

1. Recall and write basic factual information about selected persons, events, ideas, and movements 
in Southern Baptist Music and Worship life and history from the assigned readings and seminar 
discussions;  

 
2. Articulate and define various music and worship ministry philosophies, styles, and methodologies 

addressed and demonstrated at the Baptist Church Music Conference;  
 
3. Comprehend and interpret current issues in Southern Baptist worship and music ministry life as 

represented at the Baptist Church Music Conference;  
 
4. Identify and evaluate the distinctives of music and worship ministry within Southern Baptist 

churches, institutions, and the student’s own local church setting;  
 
5. Integrate critically and effectively decisions and practices of the Baptist Church Music Conference 

in worship, music ministry, staff relationships, and various other ministry endeavors; and -  
 
6. Dialogue with various music ministry leaders spanning denominational, educational, and local 

church contexts. 
 

7. Identify and evaluate the necessary structural components and processes which are required in 
major event/conference planning. 
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Seminar Expectations: 
The 2008 Annual Meeting of the Baptist Church Music Conference will be held at First Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, June 15-18, 2008.  For information about registration, hotels, etc., visit the 
website http://www.sbcmc.org.  
 
This Special Event Seminar is an “on location” professional doctoral seminar.  As part of their 
professional development, students should be prepared to work and participate fully in the seminar.  The 
event itself is the classroom.  Students are therefore required to attend and participate in the conference 
in its entirety. 
 
Ministry expectations require that ministers responsibly meet their deadlines and fulfill their duties in a 
professional manner.  Seminar participants are expected to come to the conference with assigned work 
completed and ready to submit to the appropriate professor at the designated time.  In addition, students 
are to submit all post-seminar assignments in accordance with seminar deadlines.   
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Pre-Seminar Assignment: 
 
Textbook Readings and Reading Response: Seminar participants will read the three required 
textbooks prior to the seminar. Each student will provide a reading response report (3-5 typed pages, 
single-spaced) for each textbook. The response will include significant contributions, strengths, 
weaknesses, and other notable ideas.  These reports are due Sunday, June 15, 2008, at the 
beginning of the seminar session led by Dr. Gabrielse. 
 
Seminar Assignments: 
 
Peer-Led Discussions: Seminar participants will lead discussions from the assigned textbooks or 
portions of the textbooks. Discussions should reflect: (1) an understanding of the issues and principles 
discussed; and (2) an application of the issues and principles discovered to music ministry within the 
context of a Southern Baptist church and/or the Southern Baptist Convention. Discussions should 
demonstrate theological reflection ("what is it?") and ministerial integration ("so what?" or "what difference 
does this make?").  
 
Professional Interviews: Seminar participants will complete four interviews with conference participants 
from each of the following areas (choose any four of the five areas: (1) denominational leader; (2) 
educational leader; (3) local church music ministry leader; (4) music missionary; (5) retired leader.  
Students may also pool their time and schedule a “group interview” with the same individual, not to 
exceed a group of three.  (A list of potential interviewees attending the conference will be provided at the 
conference.)   The interview should be thirty minutes in duration and should focus upon church music and 
its role in the work of the church. 
 
SBCMC Committee Meetings:  All students must attend the pre- and post-conference meetings of the 
Executive Council. As soon as arrangements are finalized, then an email will be sent announcing the 
times of these meetings.  Traditionally, the pre-conference meeting is on Sunday afternoon.  Students 
should plan to arrive at the conference location no later than 2:00 pm. Sunday. The post-conference 
council meeting will be held on Wednesday morning. Students must attend both of these meetings.  In 
addition, seminar participants are to attend all sessions of the conference. 
 
Seminar Sessions:  Seminar participants will attend and participate in two on-location seminar sessions.  
The first session will meet Sunday afternoon following the SBC Executive Committee Plenary Session 
(June 15), ending no later than 6:00 p.m., and the second session will meet on Wednesday afternoon 
(June 18), ending no later than 6:00 p.m..  Location will be announced when arrangements have been 
made.  All students are required to be in attendance for the entirety of each session; no exceptions. 
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Post-Seminar Assignments: 
 
Reports, summaries, personal interviews, and reflection projects are due and must be postmarked 
on or before July 21, 2008.  (Hard copy only, no electronic copies accepted)   
 
Summaries and Reports: Seminar participants will complete and submit the following reports and 
summaries (typed, single-spaced). 
 

1. Write a five (6) page, double-spaced, summary of the proceedings of the Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference.  The summary must include major issues, concerts, discussions, and 
ideas presented.  

 
2. Write a six (6) page, double-spaced; report on the Pre- and Post-Conference meetings of the 

executive board.  The report must include a summary of the content, major issues 
raised/addressed, leadership styles, and your personal reaction to the planning and evaluation 
meeting. 

 
 
Reflection Project: Students will write a reflection project that integrates their experience and 
assessment of the Baptist Church Music Conference. The project will evaluate the organization of the 
Conference and its operation. Students will also identify which Baptist distinctives they observed and 
demonstrate how these distinctives are expressed in Baptist ministry and experience as represented at 
the Baptist Church Music Conference. The length of the reflection project will be 12-15 pages, double-
spaced. The projects are to be typed and should adhere to the form and style guidelines of Kate L. 
Turabian, latest edition.   

 
Textbooks: 
 
Begbie, Jeremy S. Resounding Truth: Christian Wisdom in the World of Music. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Academic, 2007. 
 
Jones, Paul S. Singing and Making Music: Issues in Church Music Today. New Jersey: P & R Publishing, 

2006. 
 
Witvliet, John. Worship Seeking Understanding: Windows into Christian Practice. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Book House, 2003. 
 

Grading Policies: 
20%:  Textbook Readings and Reading Reports 
20%:  Peer-led Discussions 
20%:  Professional Interviews 
20%:  Summary/Reports 
20%:  Reflection Project 
 

Bibliography: 
 
Baldovin, John F.  The Urban Character of Christian Worship: The Origins, Development, and Meaning of 

Stational Liturgy.  Edizioni Orientalia Christiana , 1987. 
 
Balmer, Randall. Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: A Journey into the Evangelical Subculture in America. 
 New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
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Basden, Paul A., ed. Exploring the Worship Spectrum.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. 
 
Begbie, Jeremy S. Resounding Truth: Christian Wisdom in the World of Music.Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 2007. 
 
Bell, Catherine.  Ritual: Perspectives and Dimensions.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1995. 
 
Benedict, Daniel T. And Craig Miller. Contemporary Worship for the Twenty First Century: Worship or 

Evangelism? Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1994. 
 
Blumhofer, Edith L. And Noll, Mark A.  Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange Land: Hymnody in the 

History of North American Protestantism.  University of Alabama Press, 2004 
 
Bradley, C. Randall. From Postlude to Prelude: Music Ministry’s Other Six Days. St. Louis, MO: 

MorningStar Music Publishers, 2004.  
 
Byars, Ronald P. The Future of Protestant Worship: Beyond the Worship Wars. Louisville: Westminster 

John Knox Press, 2002.  
 
Clapp, Rodney. A Peculiar People: The Church in a Post-Christian Society. Downers Grove, IL: 

Intervarsity Press, 1996. 
 
Corbitt, J. Nathan and Vivian Nix-Early. Taking it to the Street: Using the Arts to Transform Your 

Community. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2003. 
 
Davies, J. G., ed. The New Westminster Dictionary of Liturgy and Worship.  Philadelphia: Westminster 

Press, 1986. 
 
Deyoung, Curtiss Paul, et. A., eds. United by Faith: The Multiracial Congregation as an Answer to the 

Problem of Race. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
Dockery, David, ed. The Challenge of Postmodernism: An Evangelical Engagement. 2nd ed. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 2001. 
 
Foley, Edward Ritual Music: Studies in Liturgical Musicology. Beltsville, MD: The Pastoral Press, 1995. 
 
__________. Worship Music: A Concise Dictionary.  Collegeville, MN: Michael Glazier/The Liturgical 

Press, 2000. 
 
Francis, Mark R. And Anscar J. Chupungco. Shape a Circle Ever Wider: Liturgical Inculturation in the 

United States. Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 2000. 
 
Fruga, Alvin. When They Began to Sing: Understanding God’s Purpose for the Music Ministry. Denver, 

CO: Legacy Publishers, 2005. 
 
Gonzalez, Justo L., ed. Alabadle: Hispanic Christian Worship. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996. 
 
Goodwin, Everett C. Down by the Riverside: A Brief History of Baptist Faith. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 

2002. 
 
Grenz, Stanley J. A Primer on Postmodernism. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 

1996.  
 
Hatch, Nathan.  Democratization of American Christianity.  Yale University Press, 1991. 
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Hawn, C. Michael.  Gather into One: Praying and Singing Globally. Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Co., 2003. 
 
Henderson, David W. Culture Shift: Communicating God’s Truth to Our Changing World. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 1999. 
 
Hunt, T. W. Music in Missions: Discipling Through Music. Eugene, OR: Resource Publications, 2002. 
 
Hurtado, Larry W.  At the Origins of Christian Worship: The Context and Character of Earliest Christian 

Devotion.  Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 1999. 
 
Hustad, Donald W.  Jubilate II: Church Music in Worship and Renewal.  Carol Stream IL: Hope 

Publishing, 1993. 
 
Johansson, Calvin M. Discipling Music Ministry: Twenty-first Century Directions. Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1992. 
 
________. Music & Ministry: A Biblical Counterpoint. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1998. 
 
Jones, Paul S. Singing and Making Music: Issues in Church Music Today. New Jersey: P & R Publishing, 

2006. 
 
Kimball, Dan, et. al. The Emerging Church.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 2003. 
 
Knight, Henry H. III. A Future for Truth: Evangelical Theology in a Postmodern World. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1997. 
 
Leonard, Bill S.  Baptist Ways: A History.  Valley Forge: Judson Press, 2003. 
 
Liesch, Barry.  People in the Presence of God: Models and Directions for Worship. Grand Rapids: 

Zonervan Publishing Co., 1988. 
 
Loveland, Anne C. and Wheeler, Otis B. From Meetinghouse to Megachurch: A Material and Cultural 

History. University of Missouri Press, 2003. 
 
Marini, Stephen A.  Sacred Song in America: Religion, Music, and Public Culture.  University of Illinois 

Press, 2003. 
 
McBeth, H. Leon. The Baptist Heritage: Four Centuries of Baptist Witness. Nashville: Broadman Press, 

1987. 
 
Miller, M. Rex. The Millenium Matrix: Reclaiming the Past, Reframing the Future.  San Francisco: Jossey-
 Bass, 2004.  
 
Morgan, David and Sally M. Promey, eds. The Visual Culture of American Religions.. Berkeley: University 
 of California Press, 2001. 
 
Mouw, Richard J. And Mark A Noll, eds. Wonderful Words of Life: Hymns in American Protestant History 
 and Theology. Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004. 
 
__________. A Sourcebook for Baptist Heritage. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1990. 
 
Osbeck, Kenneth W. The Ministry of Music: A Complete Handbook for the Music Leader in the Local 

Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1998 (second edition). 
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Owens, Ron. Return to Worship: Letters to the Church. Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishing, 
1999. 

 
Pace, Joe. From Performance to Praise: Moving Music Ministry to the Next Level. Nashville: Serenity 

Publishing, 2004. 
 
Pecklers, Keith, ed. Liturgy in a Postmodern World.  New York: Continuum Publishing, 2003. 
 
Redman, Robb. The Great Worship Awakening: Singing a New Song in the Postmodern Church.  San 

Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2002. 
 
Riddell, Michael, Et. al. The Prodigal Project: Journey into the Emerging Church. London: SPCK, 2000. 
 
Rivers, Clarence Joseph, ed. This Far By Faith: American Worship and its African Roots. Washington, 

D.C.: National Office for Black Catholics, 1977. 
 
Romanowski, William D. Pop Culture Wars: Religion and the Roll of Entertainment in American Life.  

Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1996.  
 
Smith, Chuck. The End of the World as We Know It: Clear Direction for Bod and Innovative Ministry in a 

Postmodern World.  Colorado Springs: Waterbrook Press, 2001. 
 
Sweet, Leonard, ed.  Church in Emerging Culture: Five Perspectives. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing Co., 2003. 
 
__________. Post-Modern Pilgrims: First Century Passion for the Twenty-first Century Church. Nashville: 

Broadman and Holman Publishing, 2000. 
 
Stowe, David W.  How Sweet the Sound: Music in the Spiritual Lives of Americans.  Harvard University 

Press, 2004. 
 
Wainwright, Geoffrey, and Karen Westerfield Tucker, eds. The Oxford History of Christian Worship. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
 
Ward, Pete. Selling Worship: How What We Sing Has Changed the Church. Paternoster, 2005. 
 
Webber, Robert E., ed. The Complete Library of Christian Worship, vol. 2. Twenty Centuries of Christian 
 Worship.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994. 
 
___________. Ancient-Future Faith: Rethinking Evangelicalism for a Postmodern World.   Grand Rapids: 

Baker Books, 1999.  
 
___________. The Younger Evangelicals: Facing the Challenge of the New World. Grand Rapids. Baker 

Book House, 2002. 
 
Wenz, Robert. Room for God? A Worship Challenge for a Church-Growth and Marketing Era.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 1994. 
 
Westermeyer, Paul. Te Deum: The Church and Music. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998. 
 
Winter, Richard. Still Bored in a Culture of Entertainment Rediscovering Passion and Wonder.  Downer’s 

Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2002. 
 
Witvliet, John D. The Biblical Psalms in Christian Worship: A Brief Introduction & Guide to Resources.  
 Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 2007. 
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___________. Worship Seeking Understanding: Windows into Christian Practice. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 2003. 

 
Wuthnow, Robert. All in Sync: How Music and Art are Revitalizing American Religion. Berkeley: University 

of California Press, 2003. 
 
York, Terry W.  American’s Worship Wars. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2003. 
 


