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Mission Statement
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great
Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Core Values and Curriculum Competencies

The primary core values addressed in this seminar are Mission Focus, Doctrinal Integrity, and
Characteristic Excellence. The Curriculum Competencies most specifically addressed in the
course are Biblical Exposition and Christian Theological Heritage.

Course Description
This Special Event Seminar is designed to involve students in the analysis and investigation of
relevant theological issues pertinent to Baptist life in general and the Southern Baptist
Convention in particular. Students will encounter and engage significant theological and
ministerial issues through attendance and participation in the conference at the Seminary. The
course is designed to promote the importance of theology and the integration of theology for
Baptist ministry and church life.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:
1. Assess the worldview and apologetic issues in his current ministry context.
2. Articulate a fundamental knowledge of the Christian worldview.
3. Understand and evaluate foundational apologetic approaches to a key issue.
4. Incorporate apologetic tools into one’s teaching or preaching ministry.

Textbooks
Required for All
Copan, Paul. When God Goes to Starbucks: A Guide to Everyday Apologetics. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2008.

Apologetics Focus:
Choose one of these topic clusters and read all the books listed in that cluster.
Postmodernism Cluster

Loscalzo, Craig. Apologetic Preaching in a Postmodern World. Grand Rapids: IVP Academic,
2000.

Groothuis, Douglas. Truth Decay: How to Defend Christianity against the Challenges of
Postmodernism. Downers Grove: VP, 2009.

Middleton, J. Richard, and Brian J. Walsh. Truth Is Stranger than It Used to Be: Biblical Faith
in a Postmodern Age. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1995.
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Problem of Evil and Suffering Cluster
Carson, D. A. How Long, O Lord? Reflections on Suffering and Evil. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1990.
Claypool, John. Tracks of a Fellow Struggler: How to Handle Grief. Waco: Word, 1974.
Lewis, C. S. The Problem of Pain. New York: Macmillan, 1977.
Wolterstorff, Nicholas. Lament for a Son. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.
Yancey, Philip. Where Is God When It Hurts? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977.

New Atheism Cluster
Stewart, Robert, ed. The Future of Atheism: Alister McGrath and Daniel Dennett in Dialogue.
Minneapolis and London: Fortress and SPCK, October 2008.
. The Existence of God in Light of Contemporary Cosmology: William Lane Craig and
Sean Carroll in Dialogue. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2016.
McGrath, Alister and Joanna Collicutt. The Dawkins Delusion? Atheist Fundamentalism and the
Denial of the Divine. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2010.

Theology/Soteriology Cluster

Lemke, Steve, with David Allen. Whosoever Will: A Theological-Biblical Critique of Five Point
Calvinism. Nashville: B&H, 2011.

Choose any two of the following:

Olson, Roger. Against Calvinism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011.

Horton, Michael. For Calvinism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010.

Picirilli, Robert. Grace, Faith, and Free Will. Contrasting Views of Salvation: Calvinism and
Arminianism. Nashville: Randall House, 2002.

Walls, Jerry, and Joseph Dongell. Why I Am Not a Calvinist. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2004.

Peterson, Robert A., and Michael Williams. Why I Am Not an Arminian. Downers Grove:
InterVarsity, 2010.

Olson, Roger. Arminian Theology: Myths and Realities. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 20009,

Stewart, Kenneth J. Ten Myths about Calvinism: Recovering the Breadth of the Reformed
Tradition. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2011.

Fischer, Austin. Young, Restless, No Longer Reformed: Black Holes, Love, and a Journey In and
Out of Calvinism. Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2014.

Keathley, Kenneth. Salvation and Sovereignty: A Molinist Approach. Nashville: B&H, 2011.

Osborne, Grant, with Carl Trueman and John Hammett. Three Views of the Extent of the
Atonement, ed. Andrew Naselli and Mark Snoeberger. Nashville: B&H, 2014.

Harwood, Adam. The Spiritual Condition of Infants: A Biblical-Historical Survey and Systematic
Proposal. Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2011.

Allen, David, Adam Harwood, and Eric Hankins, eds. Anyone Can Be Saved: A Defense of
“Traditional” Southern Baptist Soteriology. Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2016.

Course Requirements

Pre-class Assignments, 50 points each (due Tuesday, January 3)

« Two book reviews -- Read the Copan text and one of the books from the topic cluster you
choose, and prepare written reviews of these two books. Each review should be 4-5 pages
(single-spaced, double-spaced between paragraphs). Your reviews should reflect a serious
reading of the texts and a careful analysis of their content, including the following:

o Brief biographical sketch of author(s) (a paragraph)
o Author’s purpose and thesis (a paragraph)
o Summary of contents, purpose, thesis, and major arguments of the books (4 pages)




Significant teachings or insights (half page)

Strengths and weaknesses (half page)

Points that can be addressed in preaching or teaching (paragraph)
3-5 questions related to the book for seminar discussion (paragraph)
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Defend the Faith Conference Participation, 50 points (due Monday, January 23)

Since you signed up for this Defend the Faith special event seminar on Apologetic Preaching, we
assume that you wanted to attend the Defend the Faith Apologetics conference. The conference
will provide a rich resource for some of your areas of interest in Apologetics. Note that
registration for the conference is separate from registration for the course. The conference is
Monday, January 2 through Friday, January 7. However, you are not required to attend all of the
conference. You will have release time to attend the conference all day Monday and Friday, as
well as Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings and all the night sessions.
However, if your ministry schedule does not permit you to attend more of the conference, we
have arranged for you to attend the plenary sessions on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
morning and evenings at no additional cost. To register and for more information about the
conference, go to http://nobtsapologetics.com/defendthefaith/. We have secured a special
discounted ProDoc rate for you of $50 for the entire week, or free for the sessions we’re not in
class Tuesday through Thursday. You are required to be in each of our scheduled seminar
sessions 1:00-5:00 Tuesday through Thursday.

« Attend all three ProDoc seminar sessions (1/3-5)
Dr. Lemke will be making some presentations, and we will be discussing your insights from
the texts that you read and the sessions you are attending. The required class meetings are:
o 1:00-5:00 on Tuesday, January 3,
o 1:00-500 on Wednesday, January 4, and
o 1:00-5:00 on Thursday, January 4

+ Session notes — Due 1/23 — 25 points
Take notes on any five of the Defend the Faith plenary or breakout sessions besides our class
(heard either in-person or by recording). Turn in a one page single spaced summary for each
plenary session. Your notes should outline or overview
(a) the content of the Apologetic issue presented, and
(b) your brief evaluation of the relevance of the issue in your ministry setting.

Ministry Contextual Analysis, due February 15™, 50 points

« Prepare an analysis of your current ministry setting. The analysis should identify specific
apologetic issues in your context. This will include issues relative to both your congregation
and your community that need to be addressed with apologetics. For example, someone
living in Salt Lake City would identify Mormonism in general and the person and work of
Jesus in particular. Someone living in San Francisco might identify human sexuality and the
definition of marriage as relevant issues. You will want to identify those issues affecting your
context, whether they are unique to your context (such as a local cultic movement) or of a
more general nature (moral relativism). Then suggest what you could do in preaching or
teaching to address these questions. The analysis should be 4-5 pages (single-spaced).
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Apologetics Focus Book Reviews, due March 1%, 50 points each

« Read the remaining textbooks listed in your Apologetics focus area you have chosen, and
prepare written reviews of these books. Each review should be 4-5 pages (single-spaced,
double-spaced between paragraphs). Your reviews should reflect a serious reading of the
texts and a careful analysis of their content, the same as described in the prior book review
assignment.

Grading

The assignments will be graded according to the Seminary-wide grading scale, i.e.,

A =93-100, B = 85-92, C = 77-84, D = 70-76, F = below 70.
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