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Mission Statement

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the
Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Course Description

Students will evaluate case studies involving past and current United States Supreme Court
cases that relate to the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. Attention
will be given to the tension between the Free Exercise Clause and the Establishment Clause
of the First Amendment and how this affects ministry in the local church. This course will
help church leaders identify and respond effectively to constitutional issues faced by the
contemporary church and their ethical implications.

Core Value & Key Competency Focus

The core value focus for this academic year is servant leadership. We want everything we do

to be characterized by offering the utmost of our abilities and resources as a testimony to the glory of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The course will specifically address the following curriculum
competencies:

Theological and Historical Heritage – comprehensive overview of how Religious Liberty
has been understood in America, especially by the Supreme Court

Disciple Making – training to model Christ-like behavior when engaging the legal arena
Servant Leadership – use the people from our past to model servant leadership
Spiritual and Character Formation – model Christian character in relating to those with

whom we disagree
Biblical Exposition – demonstrate the biblical foundation for Religious Liberty
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Course Policies

Attendance: Per the NOBTS Graduate Catalog 2015–2016, “PhD students are expected to
attend all class sessions. . . . To drop a course, students must contact the Office of Research
Doctoral Programs” (156).

Attire: Students should wear professional or business-casual attire (guidance for men: either
a tie or a blazer or both; jeans are permitted with a blazer).

Grading: The performance of each student in this colloquium will be assessed by the
professor as either pass or fail, based on the student completing all assigned work at a grade
level of “B” or higher. Late work will not be accepted.

Style Guides: Current editions of Turabian’s A Manual for Writers, The Chicago Manual of
Style, and The SBL Handbook of Style.

Student Learning Outcomes

In order to understand and interpret Christian theological heritage and Baptist distinctives for
the church, students, by the end of the course, should:

1. Be able to apply their knowledge and understanding of the formation and
development of the U. S. Supreme Courts holdings regarding Religious Liberty to
current legal challenges.

2. Value the heritage and importance of Religious Liberty for both Church and State.
3. Be able, with the help of resources, to accomplish the following:

÷ Practice the historical method and historiography in order to interpret Christian
theological heritage for the local church. 

÷ Place court cases and concepts within their proper historical context.

Required Textbooks

Black, Amy E., gen. ed. Five Views on the Church and Politics. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2015. ISBN: 978-0-310-51792-4

Goldford, Dennis J. The Constitution of Religious Freedom: God, Politics, and the First
Amendment. Waco, TX: Baylor Press, 2012.  ISBN: 978-1-60258-419-8 

White, Thomas, Jason G. Duesing, and Malcomb B. Yarnell III. First Freedom: The Baptist
Perspective on Religious Liberty. 2d Edition. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016.      
ISBN: 978-1433644375
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Recommended Texts

Flowers, Ronald B., Melissa Rogers and Steven K. Green. Religious Freedom and the
Supreme Court. 6th Ed. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2008. ISBN:
978-1602581609

Grudem, Wayne. Politics According to the Bible: A Comprehensive Resource for
Understanding Modern Political Issues in Light of Scripture. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2010. ISBN: 978-0-310-33029-5

Course Requirements

A. Text Reviews: Each student will write a review of the Required Texts. The reviews will
be written as though for an academic magazine or journal. It should: 

1) identify each book’s main thesis or purpose, 
2) give a brief summary of the contents, 
3) include an evaluation of the work’s strengths and weaknesses,
4) compare and contrast the texts with each other. 

All quotations and direct references to sections in the book should be indicated by page
numbers within parentheses. Citations or paraphrases from other sources should be noted
and documented using either footnotes or endnotes.  Reviews should be 3-5 pages in
length, single-spaced. Due March 26, 2018.

B. Book Review: Each student will write a review of a book from the Bibliography. Choice
of book must be approved by the professor. No duplications will be allowed.  Books will
be assigned on a first come first served basis.  The review will follow the above Text
Review guidelines 1-3.  Reviews should be 2-3 pages in length, single-spaced. Students
will present their review during class as a basis for discussion. Review presentations
will begin on the first day of class,    March 26, 2018.

Recommended review texts are indicated by ** in the bibliography.

C. Research Paper: Each student will write a research paper on a topic related to the class.
Topics must be approved by the professor. The paper must be double spaced and follow
Turabian, eighth edition, for style. However, do not use chapters to separate sections of
your paper (chapters require a new page for each new chapter and the project is not long
enough to justify this). Use section headings instead. The appendix should come before
the bibliography and be single spaced. The text of your paper (not counting table of
contents, appendix, or bibliography) should be 12-15 pages in length (no more, no less).
Use 5 - 10 sources with a minimum of three (3) books (do not use only Internet sources).
A late paper will be assessed an initial 10 point penalty. Each calendar day after the due
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date (excluding Sunday) an additional 10 point penalty will be assessed.  Projects will
be graded on clear organization, spelling, and grammar as well as content. Examples of
Turabian form will be available in Blackboard.  Research papers are due April 30,
2018.

Grading Scale 

Text Review 1 15%
Text Review 2 15%
Text Review 3 15%
Book Review 10%
Participation   5%
Research Paper 40%

100%

Grades will be assigned on the basis of the NOBTS grading scale.
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