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Professor’s Name: Gregory A. Woodward, PhD
Title: Associate Professor of Conducting

Office: 126

Phone: 504-282-4455 extension 3229

Email: gwoodward@nobts.edu

MISSION STATEMENT
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

CHURCH MUSIC MINISTRIES VISION STATEMENT
Developing excellence in Kingdom-minded music and worship leaders

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The NOBTS Singers is a choir composed of male and female seminary students. Music literature
of many periods is learned and performed on and off campus (the NOBTS Singers take an annual
tour in the spring semester). Students in all degree programs are encouraged to participate.
NOBTS Singers meets 2 hours per week for one semester for 1 hour credit.

Prerequisite: approval by the professor.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

The students will:
e Sight-read exemplary choral works from various Western time periods and contemporary

sacred choral works.

Grow in their understanding and application of vocal techniques through warm-ups.

Apply vocal techniques to choral literature.

Visually analyze notational and interpretive markings.

Demonstrate an understanding of notational and interpretive markings through verbal and

vocal responses.

Aurally analyze various aspects of choral sound.

Provide a verbal or vocal response to what they are hearing in the ensemble.

e Perform salient examples of sacred choral literature from the Western music tradition and
contemporary examples of choral literature that represent world music influences.

e Integrate historic sacred choral literature into genuine worship experiences.

e Integrate Biblical readings and principles into rehearsal experiences and concert
experiences.

COURSE TEACHING METHODOLOGY
e Lecture, Drill, and Inquiry



SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
e The students must purchase their own uniforms (uniform must be approved by instructor;
failure to meet instructor’s criteria could affect one’s grade)
o The students must purchase a black folder for performance purposes and bring a pencil
and their music to all rehearsals.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

o In order to accomplish the objectives for this class the students must be present for all
rehearsals and performances.

o Changes regarding the performance schedule or the rehearsal schedule will be made at
least 1 week in advance of a performance. The performance schedule will be e-mailed to
each student.

e Anunexcused absence for the performance could lower a student’s grade significantly,
possibly resulting in an automatic F for the course.

o Failure to wear the designated uniform may count as a performance absence/Absences at
extra rehearsals are weighted equally with missing class/Extra rehearsals include staying
beyond the class time stated above and may occur at any point in the semester; students
who need to go to a different class during an extended rehearsal will be granted
permission to do so/An absence at the dress-rehearsal could result in a C for the class.

o Proper notification of an emergency or severe illness may override criteria stated
above/Proper notification is defined as an e-mail or phone call before the rehearsal or
performance. The instructor determines if the reason for missing a rehearsal or
performance is excusable.

e Students are required to memorize most of the anthems by the first performance in a
given semester.

e Warnings may be given to students who do not demonstrate appropriate rehearsal
behaviors (e.g., excessive tardies).

e Warnings will be communicated in private and will be documented by the instructor.

o The grade for this class will reflect attendance and work ethic as determined by the
teacher.

EVALUATION OF GRADE

1 absence or less for any reason: A

2 absences or less for any reason or unacceptable work ethic (2 warnings given): B

3 absences for any reason or unacceptable work ethic (3 warnings given): C

3 absences for any reason or unacceptable work ethic and more than 3 tardies (4
warnings given): D

4 absences for any reason or unacceptable work ethic (5 warnings given): F

ATTENDANCE

Students will be allowed no more than three class session absences per semester in classes that
meet two times per week for one hour credit. (A total of nine seat hours.) The fourth absence
will result in a failing grade for the course.

If a student enrolls in a course after a session has begun, then the number of absences allowed is
reduced by the number of class periods that already occurred before adding the course.

PERFORMANCES
CC Praise: Thursday Night, March 11, 7:00 PM
Sunday Night Concert, April 11, TBA



Sunday Night Concert, April 18, TBA
Sunday Night Concert, April 25, TBA
(Two of the three Sunday nights listed above will be selected but not all three.)

* Choir Tour

* Choir Tour is an optional aspect of the class, but students planning to participate in
choir tour

will be required to pay an additional $150. Choir Tour typically takes place in the spring
semester.

NOBTS Singers may be asked to sing for other chapel services. In rare instances Seminarians are
asked to sing on short notice for a special event; in such instances we ask that students make a
reasonable effort to be at the performance if possible.

SPECIAL REHEARSALS

Students are required to attend the specially called rehearsals. A missed dressed rehearsal counts
as 2 regular rehearsal absences. See grading mechanism above for implications regarding a
missed dress rehearsal. Requests to miss a dress rehearsal for a legitimate reason (e.g., class
conflict) must be submitted directly to Dr. Woodward via e-mail: gwoodward@nobts.edu.

Christmas Concert Dress Rehearsal: Monday night, November 30; Tuesday night, December 1

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:
1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript,
etc.)
2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with
the NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.
3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.
4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.

[Other items may be included, such as: expectations for reading assignments, policy on late
assignments, academic honesty, classroom demeanor, extra credit]

HELP FOR WRITERS PAPERS AT “THE WRITE STUFF”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer.

PLAGIARISM ON WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and
policies associated with plagiarism.
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