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Mission Statement 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with Christ, proclaim His 

truth, and fulfill His mission. 

 

Core Value Focus 
The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, 

and Servant Leadership. The core value focus for this academic year is Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping 

community emphasizing both personal spirituality and gathering together as a Seminary family for the praise and 

adoration of God and instruction in His Word. 

 
Curriculum Competencies 
All graduates of NOBTS are expected to have at least a minimum level of competency in each of the following areas: 

Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Disciple Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership, 

Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. The course will address the competencies of biblical 

exposition, spiritual and character formation, interpersonal skills, and worship leadership. 

 
Course Description 
In this course, videotaped sermons preached by students will serve as the basis for a study of preaching content, 

structure, style, and delivery. Prerequisite: PREA5300 Proclaiming the Bible. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, the student will: 

1. Be able to apply homiletical concepts, principles, and resources helpful for effective oral interpretation of 

Scripture, sermon construction, and sermon delivery; 

 2. Value Christian proclamation as a vital part of personal ministry; 

3. Demonstrate acceptable proficiency in performing Christian proclamation with the aid of an instructor or 

course resources, whether as one called to preach or as one with some other Christian calling. 

 
Embedded Assignment 
The New Testament sermon presentation is an embedded assignment that will be completed by all students for all 

sections of this course. The grading rubric for this assignment is attached to the syllabus (p. 30). Please complete the 

assignment according to the syllabus (rf., p. 3) and the grading rubric. 
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Textbooks 
The following textbooks are required (will be cited in class notes and/or in assignments): 

Fasol, Al. A Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery. Nashville: B & H Publishers, 1996. 

 

Heisler, Greg. Spirit-Led Preaching. Revised ed. Nashville: B & H Academic, 2018. 

 

McDill, Wayne V. The Moment of Truth. Nashville: B & H Publishers, 1999. 

 

The following textbooks are optional (i.e., will be helpful in sermon development and delivery): 

Arthurs, Jeffrey D. Devote Yourself to the Public Reading of Scripture. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2012. 

 

York, Herschael W., and Bert Decker. Preaching with Bold Assurance. Nashville: B & H Publishers, 2003. 

 

Course Teaching Methodology  
Lectures will be utilized to review and teach important fundamentals about sermon construction, delivery, oral 

interpretation, and voice, as well as to present and discuss applicable print and other resources. Writing assignments 

will be required to facilitate experiential learning and skills development in sermon building and communication. 

Student preaching, feedback, and group discussions will be used to promote personal insights about oral interpretation 

and sermon delivery. The preaching laboratory and student self-study will be important instructional components. 

Listener feedback forms and personal critique forms will be utilized to aid personal analysis in assessing preaching 

competency needs and strengths of students in sermon construction and delivery. 

 

Course Requirements and Schedule 
Students are required to: 

 

1. Submit a three-page (or less) single-spaced annotated analysis for the three required textbooks: i.e., the required 

textbooks by Fasol, Heisler, and McDill. Each book analysis should give a correct bibliographic listing of the book 

with its associated annotations, which answer the following questions: 

a. What is a two-paragraph (or less) summary of the book? 

b. What is one (or more) helpful feature(s) of the book for Christian proclamation? 

c. What is one difficulty, deficiency, or limitation in using the book for Christian proclamation? 

This one analysis on the three textbooks must be submitted on Blackboard by Midnight on Thursday April 2. 

 

2. Prepare and preach in class on the assigned day a devotional presentation of ten to twelve minutes in duration, 

based on an Old Testament text (selected by the student from any of the following Old Testament books: Genesis 

through Psalms). Each student will provide the professor a sermon brief of his devotional message, following the 

format of the rhetorical sermon brief form in this syllabus (other formats will not be accepted). Students should dress 

appropriately for the preaching chapel setting. A recording of each student’s devotional presentation will be made 

available on a course YouTube channel. The student will utilize this recording in preparing his Personal 

Critique/Feedback Evaluation of his message.  

 

3. Prepare and preach in class on the assigned day a sermon presentation based on a New Testament text (selected by 

the student from any of the Gospels, Matthew through John, or from Acts). The sermon presentation is neither to 

exceed eighteen minutes nor to be less than fifteen minutes in duration. The sermon delivered is to be a rhetorical 

sermon outlined on the sermon brief form in this syllabus. Each student will provide the professor a sermon brief of his 

NT sermon. Students should dress appropriately for the preaching chapel setting. A recording of each student’s 

sermon presentation will be made available on a course YouTube channel. The student will utilize this recording in 

preparing his Personal Critique/Feedback Evaluation of his message.  

 

Depending on the class size, a third sermon may be required. TBA. 

 

4. Complete: 

a. An Audience Preaching Feedback Form following each student’s OT devotional and NT sermon presentations in 

class. The document will be made available in class for each student to copy the required number of forms for all 
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preaching presentations. Upon completion, all students will submit their Feedback Forms to the student or students 

who preached that particular day.  

b. A Personal Critique/Feedback Evaluation Form for each of the student’s two presentations due one week after the 

student’s in-class presentation. The document will be made available in class for reproduction by each student.  

 

5. Take a final exam. The final exam will be a take home, open-book exam and will cover course notes, the required 

course texts, and reflection on the personal presentations and feedback given. The exam is due on BlackBoard by 8:00 

PM on Thursday May 14. 

 

Sermon Brief Form 
Students must use the attached sermon brief form for the sermon brief required in the Old Testament and New 

Testament presentation assignments for this course. Students may not substitute other forms. Please read and follow 

the notes and examples given in the form. Frequently made mistakes that cost points in the sermon brief assignment 

include the following: 

 1. Not writing the E.T.S., E.S.S., or O.S.S. in complete sentences 

 2. Not writing the E.T.S. in the past tense 

 3. Writing the E.S.S. in the past tense (instead of the present, future, or imperative tenses) 

 4. Not following the required O.S.S. form: Hearers will... 

 5. Not citing a biblical reference for each main point heading 

 6. Not following the specified format for the sermon title 

 7. Writing the sermon subject as a sentence or clause 

 
Evaluation of Grade 
All course objectives will be evaluated through the grading of the annotated analysis assignment, Old Testament 

devotional presentation, New Testament sermon presentation, personal critique/feedback evaluation, and final 

examination.  

 

The student's final grade will be determined as follows: 

1. Annotated textbooks analyses       25% 

2. OT devotional presentation & personal critique/evaluation     25%  

3. NT sermon presentation & personal critique/evaluation    30% 

4. Final examination        20% 

 

Criteria section of this syllabus according to the grading scale in the NOBTS 2018-2019 catalog. 

A  93-100 B  85-92 C  77-84 D  70-76 F  69 and below 

 
Late Assignments Penalty 
Assignments turned in past the date due will incur a late penalty of ten points, which will be deducted from the 

assignment grade. Assignments will not be accepted more than one week past the date due (but assignments may be 

submitted before the due date). All assignments must be submitted as specified. 

 
Course Topics  
Course topics will be selected from the following topics: 

Introduction 

Homiletics Review and Matters of Sermon Construction 

Sermon Delivery and Communication 

Oral Interpretation of Scripture 

Fundamentals of Voice and Vocal Care 

Using Technology in Preaching 

Devotionals and Preaching Presentations 

Concluding Matters 

 
Assignment Formatting  
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to follow Turabian 8

th
 edition. All written assignments must be Word 



4 

 

documents, written in third person unless otherwise instructed, and created in 12 pt. Times New Roman font. PDFs 

will not be accepted 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
  

Spiritual Vitality and Preaching 

  

Bennett, Arthur, ed. The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions. Carlisle: Banner of Truth, 

2001. 

 

Bounds, E. M. Power Through Prayer. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1991. 

 

———. Prayerful and Powerful Pulpits. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1994. 

 

Callen, Barry L. editor. Sharing Heaven’s Music: the Heart of Christian Preaching (essays in honor of James Earl 

Massey). Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 

 

Carson, D.A. A Call to Spiritual Reformation. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 

 

Eswine, Zack. Kindled Fire: How the Methods of C.H. Spurgeon Can Help Your Preaching. Ross-shire: Christian 

Focus Publications, 2006. 

 

George, Timothy, James Earl Massey, and Robert Smith Jr., editors. Our Sufficiency is of God: Essays on Preaching 

in Honor of Gardner C. Taylor. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2010. 

 

Lischer, Richard. Theories of Preaching: Selected Readings in the Homiletical Tradition. Durham: The Labyrinth 

Press, 1987. 

 

Merida, Tony. The Christ-Centered Expositor. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016. 

 

———. Faithful Preaching: Declaring Scripture with Responsibility, Passion, and Authenticity. Nashville: B&H 

Academic, 2009. 

 

Mitchell, Henry H. Black Preaching. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1979. 

 

———. Black Preaching: the Recovery of a Powerful Art. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. 

 

———. Celebration and Experience in Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. 

 

———. The Recovery of Preaching. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1977. 

 

Olford, Stephen F. and David L. Olford. Anointed Expository Preaching. Nashville: B&H, 1998. 

 

Owen, John. Overcoming Sin & Temptation. Edited by Kelly M. Kapic and Justin Taylor. Wheaton: Crossway, 2006. 

 

Piper, John. Brothers, We Are Not Professionals. Nashville: Broadman, 2002. 

Simmons, Martha J. and Henry H. Mitchell. A Study Guide to Accompany “Celebration and Experience in 

Preaching”. Atlanta: n.p., 1993. 

 

Spurgeon, Charles. An All-Round Ministry. Reprint. Carlisle: Banner of Truth, 2002. 

 

Thomas, Frank A. They Like to Never Quit Praisin’ God: the Role of Celebration in Preaching. Cleveland: United 

Church Press, 1997. 
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Hermeneutics/Biblical Theology in Preaching 

  

Achtemeier, Elizabeth. Preaching from the Old Testament. Louisville: Westminster / John Knox, 1989. 

 

Akin, Daniel L., David L. Allen, and Ned L. Matthews, editors. Text-Driven Preaching: God’s Word at the Heart of 

Every Sermon. Nashville: B&H, 2010. 

 

Akin, Daniel L., Bill Curtis, and Stephen Rummage. Engaging Exposition. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2011. 

 

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. New York: Basic Books, 1981. 

 

Arthurs, Jeffrey D. Preaching as Reminding: Stirring Memory in an Age of Forgetfulness. Downers Grove: IVP 

Academic, 2017. 

 

———. Preaching with Variety: How to Re-create the Dynamics of Biblical Genres. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2007. 

 

Aune, David E. Prophecy in Early Christianity and the Ancient Mediterranean World. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1983. 

 

Bailey, James & Lyle Vander Broek. Literary Forms in the New Testament. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1992. 

 

Beaudean Jr, John William. Paul’s Theology of Preaching. NABPR Dissertation Series No. 6. Macon: Mercer 

University Press, 1988. 

 

Bryson, Harold T. Expository Preaching: The Art of Preaching Through a Book of the Bible. Nashville: B&H, 1995. 

 

Callen, Barry L. editor. Sharing Heaven’s Music: the Heart of Christian Preaching (essays in honor of James Earl 

Massey). Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 

 

Carson, D. A., editor. The Scriptures Testify About Me: Jesus and the Gospel in the Old Testament. Wheaton: 

Crossway, 2013. 

———. “Systematic Theology and Biblical Theology.” In New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, eds. T. Desmond 

Alexander, Brian S. Rosner, D. A. Carson, and Graeme Goldsworthy, 100-101. Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 2000. 

 

Carter, Terry, Scott Duvall, and Daniel Hays. Preaching God’s Word: A Hands-on Approach to Preparing, 

Developing, and Delivering the Sermon. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005. 

 

Clowney, Edmund. Preaching and Biblical Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1961. 

 

———. “Preaching Christ from all the Scriptures.” In The Preacher and Preaching, ed. Samuel T. Logan, 165. 

Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 1986. 

 

Corley, Bruce, Steve Lemke, and Grant Lovejoy, eds. Biblical Hermeneutics. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1996. 

 

Dever, Mark and Greg Gilbert. Preach: Theology Meets Practice. Nashville: B&H, 2012. 

 

Duvall, J. Scott, and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-on Approach to Reading, Interpreting, and 

Applying the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001. 

 

Fee, Gordon. New Testament Exegesis. Louisville: Westminster, 1983. 

 

——— and Douglas Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth: A Guide to Understanding the Bible. Grand 

Rapids:  Zondervan, 1982. 
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Geisler, Norman L. Christ: The Theme of the Bible. Chicago: Moody, 1968. 

 

George, Timothy, James Earl Massey, and Robert Smith Jr., editors. Our Sufficiency is of God: Essays on Preaching 

in Honor of Gardner C. Taylor. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2010. 

 

Gibson, Scott M., editor. Preaching the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. 

 

Goldsworthy, Graeme. According to the Plan. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1991. 

 

———. “Biblical Theology as the Heartbeat of Effective Ministry.” In Biblical Theology, ed. by Scott J. Hafemann, 

286. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002. 

 

———. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

 

Gowen, Donald E. Reclaiming the Old Testament for the Christian Pulpit. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1980.  

 

Greidanus, Sidney. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 

 

———_. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary Hermeneutical Method. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1999. 

 

Holbert, John C. Preaching Old Testament: Proclamation and Narrative in the Hebrew Bible. Nashville: Abingdon, 

1991. 

 

House, H. Wayne and Daniel G. Garland. God’s Message, Your Sermon: Discover, Develop, and Deliver What God 

Meant by What He Said. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2007. 

 

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Toward an Exegetical Theology: Biblical Exegesis for Preaching and Teaching. Grand Rapids: 

Baker, 1981.     

 

Keller, Timothy. Preaching: Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism. New York: Penguin Books, 2015. 

 

Kim, Matthew D. Preaching with Cultural Intelligence: Understanding the People Who Hear Our Sermons. Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 2017. 

 

Klein, George L., editor. Reclaiming the Prophetic Mantle: Preaching the Old Testament Faithfully. Nashville: 

Broadman, 1992.  

 

Kuruvilla, Abraham. Privilege the Text: a Theological Hermeneutic for Preaching. Chicago: Moody, 2013. 

 

———. A Vision for Preaching: Understanding the Heart of Pastoral Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 

2015. 

 

Lischer, Richard. Theories of Preaching: Selected Readings in the Homiletical Tradition. Durham: The Labyrinth 

Press, 1987. 

 

Long, Thomas. Preaching and the Literary Forms of the Bible. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1989. 

 

Mathewson, Steven D. The Art of Preaching Old Testament Narrative. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002. 

 

Merida, Tony. The Christ-Centered Expositor. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016. 

 

Mitchell, Henry H. Black Preaching. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1979. 

 



7 

 

———. Black Preaching: the Recovery of a Powerful Art. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. 

 

———. Celebration and Experience in Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. 

 

———. The Recovery of Preaching. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1977. 

 

Moseley, Allan. From the Study to the Pulpit: An 8-step Method for Preaching and Teaching the Old Testament. 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham, 2017. 

 

Mounce, Robert H. The Essential Nature of New Testament Preaching. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1960. 

 

Moyd, Olin P. The Sacred Art: Preaching and Theology in the African American Tradition. Valley Forge: Judson 

Press, 1995. 

 

Pate, Marvin, Scott Duvall, Daniel Hays, Randolph Richards, Dennis Tucker, & Preben Vang. The Story of Israel. 

Chicago: IVP, 2004. 

 

Richards, E. Randolph. Paul and First-century Letter Writing. Chicago: IVP, 2004. 

 

Ryken, Leland and Todd Wilson, eds. Preach the Word: Essays on Expository Preaching: in Honor of R. Kent 

Hughes. Wheaton: Crossway, 2007. 

 

Scharf, Greg R. Let the Earth Hear His Voice: Strategies for Overcoming Bottlenecks in Preaching God’s Word. 

Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 2015. 

 

Schreiner, Thomas. Interpreting the Pauline Epistles. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990. 

 

Simmons, Martha J. and Henry H. Mitchell. A Study Guide to Accompany “Celebration and Experience in 

Preaching”. Atlanta: n.p., 1993. 

 

Smith, Steven W. Recapturing the Voice of God. Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2015. 

 

Stein, Robert. Difficult Passages in the Epistles. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988. 

 

Stenger, Werner. Introduction to New Testament Exegesis. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993. 

 

Stewart Sr, Warren H. Interpreting God’s Word in Preaching. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1984. 

 

Vos, Geerhardus. Biblical Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948. Reprint, Carlisle: The Banner of Truth Trust, 

1975. 

 

Weatherspoon, Jesse Burton. Sent Forth to Preach. New York: Harper & Bros., 1954. 

 

White, Richard C. Biblical Preaching: How to Find and Remove the Barriers. St. Louis: CBP Press, 1988. 

 

Wilson, Jim L., R. Gregg Watson, Michael Kuykendall, and David Johnson. Impact Preaching: A Case for the 

One-point Expository Sermon. Bellingham, WA: Lexham, 2018. 

 

Wright, Christopher J.H. Knowing Jesus Through the Old Testament. Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity, 1995. 

Zuck, Roy B., ed. Rightly Divided: Readings in Biblical Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1996. 

  

History of Preaching 

  

Anyabwile, Thabiti M. The Faithful Preacher: Recapturing the Vision of Three Pioneering African-American 

Pastors. Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2007. 
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Turnbull, Ralph G. A History of Preaching. Volume 3. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1974. 

 



9 

 

Weatherspoon, Jesse Burton. Sent Forth to Preach. New York: Harper & Bros., 1954. 

 

Wiersbe, Warren W. Listening to the Giants. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980. 

 

Wilson, Paul Scott. A Concise History of Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon, 1992.  

  

 

Theology & Philosophy of Preaching 

  

Allen, David L. and Peter Lumpkins, editors. Preach the Word! A Collection of Essays on Biblical Preaching in 

Honor of Jerry Vines. Carrollton: Free Church Press, 2013. 

 

Anyabwile, Thabiti M. The Faithful Preacher: Recapturing the Vision of Three Pioneering African-American 

Pastors. Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2007. 

 

Arthurs, Jeffrey D. Preaching as Reminding: Stirring Memory in an Age of Forgetfulness. Downers Grove: IVP 

Academic, 2017. 

 

Augustine. On Christian Doctrine. The Library of Liberal Arts. D.W. Robertson Jr. translator. Indianapolis: 

Bobbs-Merrill Educational Publishing, 1958. 

———. On Christian Teaching. Oxford World’s Classics. R.P.H. Green Green, translator. Oxford: University Press, 

n.d. 

 

Aune, David E. Prophecy in Early Christianity and the Ancient Mediterranean World. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1983. 

 

Azurdia, Arturo G. III. Spirit Empowered Preaching. Glasgow, Scotland: Mentor, 1998. 

 

Barth, Karl. Homiletics. Translated by Geoffrey W. Bromiley and Donald E. Daniels. Louisville:  

Westminster/John Knox, 1991. 1980. 
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Rhetorical Sermon Outline 

 

Name: 

Assignment: 



21 

 

Date Due: 

 

A. Foundational Elements 

1. Sermon Title (in quotation marks; headline capitalization style): 

2. Text: 

3. Subject (in one or two words--or as a short phrase): 

4. ETS (Essence of the Text in a Sentence--state in the past tense): 

 

5. ESS (Essence of the Sermon in a Sentence--also called the Proposition; do not state in the past 

tense): 

 

6. OSS (Objective of the Sermon in a Sentence--state in terms of what hearers will do as a result of 

this sermon): Hearers will.... 

 

B. Formal Elements 

Introduction (May or may not have sub points under Introduction, Conclusion, or Main Points.) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Body (Include Functional Elements in delivery of sermon but do not include in Sermon Brief.)  

I. 

 1. 

 2. 

II. 

 1. 

 2. 

III. 

 1. 

 2. 

Conclusion 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

C. Notes 

1. The number of points may vary within the formal elements from the numbers shown above. 

2. All main points (i.e., I, II, etc.) in the sermon body outline must be referenced to the text (e.g., I. 

The Motive of Salvation, John 3:16a; II. The Means of Salvation, John 3:16b). 

3. Write all sermon body main points in headline capitalization style (e.g., The Motive of 

Salvation). Write all lesser points under the main points in sentence capitalization style (e.g., The 

personal motive). 

PREA6200 New Testament Sermon Assignment Grading Rubric 

Student:________________________________ Date:_______________________ 
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Total Points for the Assignment:____________ Assignment Grade: _________  

Grading Rubric: New Testament Sermon Assignment of PREA6200 Preaching Practicum  

Criteria Points Possible Points Awarded 

Sermon ETS/CIT is derived from the sermon 

text & is stated clearly, concisely (8-10 words), 

& correctly. 

15 points   

Sermon ESS/Proposition is a contemporary 

statement of the ETS/CIT & is stated clearly, 

concisely (8-10 words), & correctly. 

15 points  

Sermon OSS is related to the ESS & is stated in 

terms of what hearers will do. 10 points  

Sermon Introduction includes the ETS/CIT & 

ESS/Proposition & connects with hearers. 10 points  

Sermon Body has main points referenced to the 

text correctly & has application to hearers 10 points  

Sermon Conclusion includes transition, 

summation, ESS/Proposition, & application 10 points  

Sermon Delivery included eye contact, correct 

articulation, natural nonverbals, direct address, 

oral style, few distractions (if notes used). 

15 points  

Biblical Text was read clearly & with proper 

interpretative emphasis. 5 points  

Overall Impact was interesting, informative, & 

spiritually moving/motivating.   10 points  

Total Points: 
100  

Grading Points Scale: Excellent—A (100-93); Good—B (92-85); Acceptable—C (84-77); 

Unsatisfactory—D (76-70) or F (below 70);  

Grading Feedback: 

What to Maintain: ____________________________________________________________________; 

What to Improve: _____________________________________________________________________; 

What to Avoid: _______________________________________________________________________. 
 


