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OTENS5308 English Exegesis: Deuteronomy

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

NEW ORLEANS Biblical Studies Division

BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY Summer 2020
ANSWERING GOD'S CALL
Professor: Dr. Jeff Griffin Format: Internet
Office: Library Phone: (504) 816-8018
Email: jgriffin@nobts.edu

Successfully completing an Internet course

1. Understand that Internet courses are not “easier” than classroom courses. Disabuse yourself of any
notion to the contrary. In a typical semester, 20% of my Internet students do not complete the course whereas
95+% of classroom students do.

2. You must be able to envision specific blocks of time in which you can complete your work, something like
regular class times in a traditional course.

3. If you plan to do the work in your spare time, do not take the course because no one has any spare time.
Important note regarding “Incompletes”: Please know that students may not receive an Incomplete for any

Internet course--i.e., all work must be completed during the academic duration of the Internet course. (Page 186-7,
NOBTS Graduate Catalog 2019-2020.)

NOBTS Mission Prepares servants to walk with Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His
mission.
Core Value Our seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality,

Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. This
course addresses Doctrinal Integrity as the Bible is believed to be the Word of
God, inspired and inerrant. The specific core value celebrated this academic
year is Spiritual Vitality.

Course Description

A thorough study of selected texts, through verse-by-verse and paragraph-by-
paragraph analysis, comparison of various English versions, consideration of
pertinent historical and cultural issues, along with consultation of
comprehensive commentaries. The course will emphasize proper methods for
discovering the meaning of a text and applying it in teaching and preaching.

Course Prerequisites:
(1) OTEN5300 Exploring the Old Testament; (2) BSHM5310 Introduction to
Biblical Hermeneutics.

Teaching
Methodology

The course methodologies include lectures, multiple student presentations,
journal article and textbook readings.
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Curriculum 1. Biblical Exposition: To interpret and communicate the Bible accurately.
Competencies 2. Disciple Making: To stimulate church health through mobilizing the church
for missions, evangelism, discipleship, and church growth.
3. Worship Leadership: To facilitate worship effectively.
Student Leaming 1. The student will understand how to improve biblical exegesis through a
Outcomes close reading of the text through narrative exegetical strategies.

2. The student will demonstrate how to apply the benefits of biblical
backgrounds, word studies, literary analysis, and genre nuances in the
proclamation of the Hebrew text.

3. The student will communicate clearly the meaning and application of the
Hebrew text to a contemporary audience.

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, the student should be able to:
1. Apply exegesis skills to a narrative text.
2. Use commentaries effectively in exegesis.

3. Develop contemporary expository messages from Deuteronomy historical-
legal texts.

4. Understand the basic theological significance of Deuteronomy and their
implications for the New Testament anticipation of the Messiah.

Required
Textbooks

The Holy Bible: Any modern version (preferably NASB, HCSB, NIV, TNKH).

Christopher Wright, Deuteronomy, in New International Biblical Commentary.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1996.

Recommended Commentaries:

Daniel I. Block. Deuteronomy, in The NIV Application Commentary. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2012.

Eugene H. Merrill. Deuteronomy, in The New American Commentary.
Nashville: B&H, 1994.

J. Gordon McConville. Deuteronomy, in Apollos Old Testament Commentary.
Westmont, IL: IVP, 2002.

Jeffery H. Tigay. Deuteronomy, in The JPS Torah Commentary. Jerusalem:
Jewish Publication Society, 1996.

Significant recent works:
Joshua A. Berman. Inconsistency in the Torah: Ancient Literary Convention
and the Limits of Source Criticism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017.

Eckart Otto. Deuteronomium in 4 vols. 1,1-4, 43 (2012); 4,44-11 (2012);
12,1-23,15 (2016); 23,16—-34,12 (2017). Freiburg, Germany: Herder Verlag.

Christine Hayes. What’s Divine about Divine Law? Early Perspectives.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017.
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Course
Requirements:

All assignments are due on Friday of the week assigned.

1. Preparatory Reading and Quizzes on Deuteronomy: (A) The student
will read or listen to each biblical text at least twice (2x's) prior to class
lectures. Reading the text from two different translations is recommended.
(B) The student will take weekly quizzes over the textbook (Wright
commentary) reading that correspond to the lectures on each biblical chapter
discussed. Questions will be provided and the answers emailed back to the
professor. (jgriffin@nobts.edu)

2. Secondary Readings and Questions (journal articles and book
chapters): The student will read selected journal articles and book chapters
throughout the semester. Questions will be provided and the answers
emailed to the professor.

3. Paper: “A Survey of the Purpose and Theological Themes of
Deuteronomy:” The student will compose a five (5) page paper discussing
two concerns: (A) What is the purpose of Deuteronomy? and (B) What
significant theological themes are addressed in Deuteronomy? A minimum of
five (5) sources will be cited within the paper. Acceptable sources include, but
are not limited to critical commentaries and Old Testament introductions and
surveys. The paper will include a title page and a selected bibliography. A
table of contents is not necessary.

4. Exegetical Sermon Briefs: The student will prepare three (3) sermon
briefs with the components noted below. The papers will be double spaced
and include a title page and bibliography in Turabian format.

Selection of Texts: Every student will exegete Deuteronomy 6 for the first
sermon brief assignment. For Brief 2 and 3, the student may select the
chapter of the choice from the list below. With permission, a student may
select a different text(s) than from those listed.

Sermon Brief One Text: Deuteronomy 6 (required)

Sermon Brief 2 & 3 Texts: Deuteronomy 8, 11, 18, 31, 34 (select only
two)

Lecture Note: For any chapter selected for a sermon brief, the student
will not view the video lecture for the corresponding chapter of the
brief until after the assignment is completed.

Note: Please consult the file “Turabian Tutor” in Course Documents for a
simplified presentation, including examples, of Turabian formatting.

4A. Exegetical Worksheet (5-8 pages): The student will complete an
exegetical worksheet as provided by the professor. Insights will come from
narrative analysis and from personal study of critical commentaries in addition
to the textbook. A minimum of five (5) critical commentaries will be used in
the completion of this assignment. An additional three (3) sources must be
used including word study resources, dictionaries, and journal articles. A
minimum of eight (8) sources will be cited.

4B. Sermon Brief (1 page): The student will prepare a coherent, one-
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page sermon outline based on their exegesis of the text.

4C. Bibliography (1 page): All commentaries, dictionaries, and journal
articles used in preparation of this assignment will be listed. A minimum of
five (5) commentaries will be used in the assignment.

Due Dates All assignments due on Friday at midnight of the week assigned.
Writing Writing assignments should follow the NOBTS/Leavell College Manual of
Style Form and Style (revised August 2019). To access this manual on the
Guide seminary website, please use the following link:

https://www.nobts.edu/ resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf.
Grading Scale A: 93-100% B: 85-92% C: 77-84% D: 70-76% F: below 70%

Point Values

1. Textbook (Wright commentary) reading and quizzes — 10%

2. Article Reading/Quizzes — 15%

3. Paper: Survey of the Purpose and Theological Themes of
Deuteronomy — 10%

4. Mid-term and Final Exam — 20%

5. Exegetic Sermon Briefs — 45% (15 points each)

Total — 100%
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OTEN5308 — ENGLISH EXEGESIS: DEUTERONOMY
LECTURES & ASSIGNMENTS SCHEDULE
Week [ Dates Lectures Assignments
Welcome to the Class!
1 June Encountering Deuteronomy Carpenter — “Literary Structure of Unbelief” (1987).
1 Deuteronomy as Literature
Deuteronomy 1 — Part 1&2
June | The Exegetical Process Paper: “A Survey of the Purpose and Theological Themes
2 ) Deuteronomy 1 — Part 3 of Deuteronomy:”
Deuteronomy 2-4 Moran — “Love of God” (1963).
Juné | The Exegetical Process Wenham — “Date of Deuteronomy — Part 1 (1985)
3 15 The Purpose of OT Law Copan — “Are OT Laws Evil” (2009).
Deuteronomy 5, 7-10
June ; ; ;
The Blessing Exegetical Sermon Brief #1
4 22 Making Sense of OT Law
Deuteronomy 11-13 Wenham - “Date of Deuteronomy — Part 2 (1985)
June | Deuteronomy 6 Sohn - “| will be your God and you will be My people” (1999).
5 Deuteronomy 14-18
29
July | Deuteronomy 20-26 Exegetical Sermon Brief #2
6 6 Richter — “The place for My Name” (2007).
July Deuteronomy 27-34 Block — “A Place for My Name” (2015).
7
13
8 July . .
Review Week & Final Exam
20
9 July ; ;
Exegetical Sermon Brief #3
27 (July 31%tis the Final Day to turn in Assignments)
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2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

Bibliography

Sacks, Rabbi Jonathan. Covenant & Conversation: Deuteronomy: Renewal of the Sinai Covenant
Jerusalem: Maggid.
** National Jewish Book Awards winner**

Schubert, Josef. Dating Deuteronomy: The Wellhausen Fallacy. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock.

Mattison, Kevin. Rewriting and Revision as Amendment in the Laws of Deuteronomy.
Forschungen Zum Alten Testament 2. Reihe 100. Tlbingen: Mohr Siebeck.

Block, Daniel I. and Richard L. Schultz. Sepher Torath Mosheh: Studies in the Composition and
Interpretation of Deuteronomy. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson.

Block, Daniel |. The Triumph of Grace: Literary and Theological Studies in Deuteronomy and
Deuteronomic Themes. Eugene, OR: Cascade.

Christensen, Duane L. Deuteronomy. In Word Biblical Commentary. 2 vols. Waco: Word Books.

Gane, Ray. Old Testament Law for Christians: Original context and enduring application. Grand
Rapids: Baker.

Goswell, Greg. “The shape of Kingship in Deut 17: A Messianic Pentateuch?” TJ 38 (2): 169-81.

Grisanti, Michael Alan. Deuteronomy. In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. Digital ed. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans.

Otto, Eckart. Deuteronomium 23,16—34,12. Freiburg, Germany: Herder Verlag.

Robson, James E. Deuteronomy 1-11: A Handbook on the Hebrew Text. Baylor Handbook on the
Hebrew Bible. Waco: Baylor University Press.

Otto, Eckart. Deuteronomium 12,1-23,15. Freiburg, Germany: Herder Verlag.
Benjamin, Don C. The Social World of Deuteronomy. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock.

wm,

Block, Daniel I. “A Place for My Name'”: Horeb and Zion in the Mosaic Vision of Israelite
worship.” JETS 58 (2):221-47.

Cook, Stephen L. Reading Deuteronomy: A Literary and Theological Commentary. In Reading the
Old Testament. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys.

Peterson, Brian N. “The Authorship of Samuel: The Deuteronomist 70 years after Noth.” BibSac
172 (Oct-Dec): 416-32.

Day, Adam Warner. “Eating before the LORD: A Theology of food according to Deuteronomy.”
JETS 57 (1): 85-97.
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2013

2012

2011

Frolov, Serge. “The Death of Moses and the Fate of Source Criticism.” JBL 133 (3): 648-60.

Thompson, Deanna A. Deuteronomy: A Theological Commentary on the Bible. In Belief: A
theological commentary on the Bible. Louisville: Westminster John Knox.

Berman, Joshua. “Histories twice told: Deuteronomy 1-3 and the Hittite treaty Prologue
tradition.” JBL 132 (2): 229-50.

DeRouchie, Jason S., et al. For our good always: Studies on the Message and Influence of
Deuteronomy in Honor of Daniel I. Block. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.

Levinson, Bernard M. A More Perfect Torah: At the intersection of philology and hermeneutics
in Deuteronomy and the Temple scroll. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.

Lundbom, Jack R. Deuteronomy: A Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdman:s.

Pearce, Sarah J. The Words of Moses: Studies in the Reception of Deuteronomy in the Second
Temple Period. Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck.

Block, Daniel I. The Gospel according to Moses: Theological and Ethical Reflections on the Book
of Deuteronomy. Eugene, OR: Cascade.

Firth, David G. and Philip S. Johnston. Interpreting Deuteronomy: Issues and Approaches.
Nottingham, England: Apollos; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity.

Hwang, Jerry. The Rhetoric of Remembrance: An Investigation of the "Fathers" in Deuteronomy.
Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.

Kline, Meredith G. Treaty of the Great King: The Covenant Structure of Deuteronomy: Studies
and Commentary. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock.

Mayes, Preston. "The Resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow in Deuteronomy: The
Priority of relationship with Israel's God for social benevolence." Trinity Journal 33 (2): 290.

Nicholson, Ernest W. "Reconsidering the provenance of Deuteronomy." ZAW 124, no. 4: 528-
540.

Otto, Eckart. Deuteronomium 1,1-4, 43. Freiburg, Germany: Herder Verlag.
Otto, Eckart. Deuteronomium 4,44—11. Freiburg, Germany: Herder Verlag.

Schmid, Konrad. Deuteronomy in the Pentateuch, Hexateuch, and the Deuteronomistic history.
Tlbingen: Mohr Siebeck.

Block, Daniel I. How I love your Torah, O Lord!: Studies in the Book of Deuteronomy. Eugene, OR:
Wipf & Stock.
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2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2003

2002

2001

2000

Knight, Douglas A. Law, Power and Justice in Ancient Israel. Louisville: John Knox.

Ownes, J. Edward. Deuteronomy. In New Collegeville Bible Commentary. Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical Press.

Woods, Edward J. Deuteronomy. In Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. Westmont, IL: IVP.
Sacks, Jonathan. Exodus: The Book of Redemption. Jerusalem: Maggid & The Orthodox Union.

Wells, Bruce and Rachel Magdalene. Law from the Tigris to the Tiber: The Writings of Raymond
Westbrook. 2 vols. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.

Wright, David P. Inventing God’s Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible used and Revised the
Laws of Hammurabi. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Carmichael, Calum M. Law and Narrative in the Bible: The Evidence of the Deuteronomic Laws
and the Decalogue. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock.

Vogt, Peter T. "Social Justice and the Vision of Deuteronomy," JETS 51.1 (March): 35-44.
Richter, Sandra L. “The Place of the Name in Deuteronomy.” VT 57: 342-66.

Romer, Thomas. The So-Called Deuteronomistic History: A Sociological, Historical and Literary
Introduction. London: T&T Clark.

Currid, John D. Deuteronomy. In Evangelical Press Study Commentary. Wyoming, MI: Evangelical
Press.

Friedman, Richard Elliott. The Bible with Sources Revealed: A New view into the five Books of
Moses. New York: HarperOne.

Tigay, Jeffrey H. The JPS Torah Commentary: Deuteronomy. Philadelphia: JPS.

Brueggemann, Walter. Land: Place as Gift, Promise, and Challenge in Biblical Faith. Rev. ed.
Minneapolis: Augsburg.

McConville, J. G. Deuteronomy. In Apollos Old Testament Commentary. Westmont, IL: IVP.

Nelson, Richard D. Deuteronomy. In The Old Testament Library. Louisville: Westminster John
Knox.

Brueggemann, Walter. Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries: Deuteronomy. Nashville:
Abingdon Press.

Lienhard, Joseph T. Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. In Ancient Christian Commentary
on the Scripture: Old Testament. Westmont, IL: IVP.

Millar, J. Gary. Now Choose Life: Theology and ethics in Deuteronomy. New Studies in Biblical
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1999

1997

1995

1994

1993

1992

1990

1989

1988

1987

1985

Theology. Downers Grove, IL: IVP.
Sohn, Seock-Tae. “I will be your God and you will be My People: The Origin and Background of
the Covenant Formula.” In Ki Baruch Hu: Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Judaic Studies in

Honor of Baruch A. Levine. Ed. By Robert Chazen, et al. 355-72. Winona Lake: IN: Eisenbrauns.

Vervenne, M. and J. Lust, eds. Deuteronomy and Deuteronomic Literature: Festschrift for C.H.W.
Brekelmans. Leuven: Leuven University Press.

Weinfeld, Moshe. Deuteronomy 1-11. In The Anchor Yale Bible Commentaries. New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press.

Merrill, Eugene H. Deuteronomy: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture. In
The New American Commentary. Nashville: Holman.

Wright, Christopher J. H. Deuteronomy. In Understanding the Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Baker.

Brown, Raymond. The Message of Deuteronomy. In The Bible Speaks Today. Westmont, IL: IVP.

Christensen, Duane L. ed. A Song of Power and the Power of Song: Essays on The Book of
Deuteronomy. Sources for Biblical and Theological Study. Vol. 3 Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.

Cairns, lan. Word and Presence: A Commentary on the Book of Deuteronomy. In International
Theological Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.

Miller, Patrick D. Deuteronomy. In Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and
Preaching. Louisville: Westminster John Knox.

Clendenen, E. R. “Life in God’s Land: An Outline of the Theology of Deuteronomy.” In The Church
at the Dawn of the 21 Century. Ed. Paige Patterson, et al. Dallas: Criswell Publications.

Rofé, A. “The Arrangement of the Laws in Deuteronomy.” Ephemerides Theologicae Lovanienses
64.4 (Dec): 265-87.

Maxwell, John. Deuteronomy, Vol. 5 in The Preacher’s Commentary. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

Walton, John H. “Deuteronomy: An exposition of the spirit of the Law.” Grace Theological
Journal 8.2 (1987) 213-25.

Hoppe, Leslie. Deuteronomy. In Collegeville Bible Commentary. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press.

McConville, J. Gordon. Law and Theology in Deuteronomy. Journal for the Study of the Old
Testament Supplement 33. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press.

Wenham, Gordon J. "The date of Deuteronomy: Linch-pin of Old Testament criticism."
Themelios 10 (3): 15-20.
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1984

1981

1978

1976

1974

1969

1968

1966

1965

1964

1963

. "The date of Deuteronomy: Linch-pin of Old Testament criticism." Themelios 11.1:
15-18.

McConville, J. Gordon. Grace in the End: A Study in Deuteronomic Theology. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans.

Mayes, A. D. H. Deuteronomy: New Century Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
Noth, Martin. The Deuteronomistic History. Sheffield, England: JSOT.
Kaufman, Stephen A. “The Structure of the Deuteronomic Law.” Maarav 1&2: 105-58.

Craigie, Peter C. The Book of Deuteronomy. In The New International Commentary on the Old
Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.

Carmichael, Calum M. The Laws of Deuteronomy. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
Watts, John D. W. “The Deuteronomic Theology.” Review and Expositor (74): 321-36.

Miller, Patrick D. “The Gift of God: The Deuteronomic Theology of Land.” Interpretation (23):
451-65.

Brueggemann, Walter. “The Kerygma of the Deuteronomic Historian.” Interpretation (22): 387-
402.

Clements, Ronald E. God’s Chosen People: A theological Interpretation of the Book of
Deuteronomy. London: SCM.

von Rad, Gerhard. Deuteronomy: A Commentary. In The Old Testament Library. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox.

McCarthy, Dennis J. "Notes on the love of God in Deuteronomy and the Father-son relationship
between Yahweh and Israel." CBQ 27, no. 2: 144-147.

Petschow, Herbert. “Zur Systematik und Gesetzestechnik im Codex Hammurabi.” Zeitschrift fiir
Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archdologie. 57.1: 146—172.

Smith Ralph L. “Some Theological Concepts in the Book of Deuteronomy.” Southwestern Journal
of Theology (7): 17-32.

Tate, Marvin E. “The Deuteronomic Philosophy of History.” Review and Expositor (61): 311-19.

Moran, William L. "Ancient Near Eastern background of the love of God in Deuteronomy." CBQ
25, no. 1: 77-87.

Thompson, J. A. “The Significance of Ancient Near Eastern Treaty Pattern.” Tyndale Bulletin (13):
1-6.



