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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 
Core Value Focus 
 

The seminary has five core values.  

 

1. Doctrinal Integrity: Knowing that the Bible is the Word of God, we believe it, teach it, 

proclaim it, and submit to it. This course addresses Doctrinal Integrity specifically by 

preparing students to grow in understanding and interpreting of the Bible.  

2. Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping community emphasizing both personal spirituality 

and gathering together as a Seminary family for the praise and adoration of God and 

instruction in His Word. Spiritual Vitality is addressed by reminding students that a dynamic 

relationship with God is vital for effective ministry. 

3. Mission Focus: We are not here merely to get an education or to give one. We are here to 

change the world by fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through 

the local church and its ministries. This course addresses Mission Focus by helping students 

understand the biblical foundations for fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great 

Commandments. 

4. Characteristic Excellence: What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and resources as 

a testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Characteristic Excellence is 

addressed by preparing students to excel in their ability to interpret Scripture, which is 

foundational to effective ministry.  

5. Servant Leadership: We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and influence 

through the nurture and encouragement of those around us. Servant Leadership is modeled by 

classroom deportment.  

 

The core value focus for this academic year is characteristic excellence. 
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Curriculum Competencies 
 

NOBTS faculty members realize that all ministers need to develop specific competencies if they 

are going to have an effective ministry. To increase the likelihood of NOBTS graduates having 

an effective ministry, the faculty developed a competency-based curriculum after identifying 

seven essential competencies necessary for effective ministry. All graduates are expected to have 

at least a minimum level of competency in all of the following areas:  

 

1. Biblical Exposition: to interpret and communicate the Bible accurately.  

2. Christian Theological Heritage: To understand and interpret Christian theological heritage 

and Baptist polity for the church.  

3. Disciple Making: To stimulate church health through mobilizing the church for missions, 

evangelism, discipleship, and church growth.  

4. Interpersonal Skills: To perform pastoral care effectively, with skills in communication and 

conflict management.  

5. Servant Leadership: To serve churches effectively through team ministry.  

6. Spiritual and Character Formation: To provide moral leadership by modeling and 

mentoring Christian character and devotion.  

7. Worship Leadership: To facilitate worship effectively. 

 
Course Description 

 

 The course introduces students to theological, biblical, philosophical, and methodological issues 

related to contemporary Historical Jesus research.  Issues addressed include the nature of the task, the role 

of the historian, tools for the task, as well as past and contemporary personalities in Historical Jesus 

research.  The seminar will emphasize personal reading, research, and writing.   

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

 

1. Students will demonstrate familiarity with issues related to Jesus research by: (1) reading broadly on 

the history of Jesus research and (2) writing reports on assigned readings in the field. 

2. Students will demonstrate basic familiarity with the variety of methods used in Jesus research by 

writing reports on assigned readings over sources and methods in Jesus research and leading the 

seminar in discussion of issues related to their reading. 

3. Students will demonstrate basic familiarity with significant personalities involved in previous quests 

of the historical Jesus. 

4. Students will demonstrate basic familiarity with significant personalities involved in contemporary 

Jesus research by writing a research paper summarizing and critiquing a contemporary Jesus scholar. 

5. Students will formalize and express their own conclusions on Jesus research by writing personal 

perspectives on Jesus research. 

 
Biblical Authority 

 

The instructors of this course operate under the assumption that the Bible is the inspired, totally 

true and trustworthy Word of God. While history, tradition, and reason play no small role in the 

theological task, the Bible holds ultimate authority in Christian doctrine and practice. The Baptist 

Faith and Message (2000) provides the confessional framework in which this course is taught. 
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Course Teaching Methodology  
The course will involve the following methodologies: assignments, written reading reports, and a 

research paper. The primary methodology will be individual research and writing, guided by the 

professor. 

 

1. Lecture Attendance.  Students are required to attend or listen to all lecture sessions related to 

the Historical Jesus and the reliability of the New Testament at the School of Christian 

Apologetics, January 2-6, 2017 

 

2. Book Reviews.  Each student is required to review 3 of the following books (one per section): 

 

A. Method in Jesus Research 

1. Gregory W. Dawes, ed. The Historical Jesus Quest: Landmarks in the Search for the Jesus 

of History. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2000. 

2. Gregory W. Dawes, ed. The Historical Jesus Question: The Challenge of History to 

Religious Authority. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2001. 

3. Mark Allan Powell, Jesus as a Figure in History: How Modern Historians View the Man 

from Galilee.  Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1998. 

4. Darrel L Bock, Studying the Historical Jesus: A Guide to Sources and Methods.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic/Apollos, 2002. 

5. Robert J. Miller, The Jesus Seminar and Its Critics. Santa Rosa: Polebridge, 1999. 

6. W. Barnes Tatum, In Quest of Jesus, revised and enlarged.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1999. 

7. Gerd Theissen and Annette Merz, The Historical Jesus: A Comprehensive Guide. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. 

8. Ben Witherington, III, The Jesus Quest: The Third Search for the Jew of Nazareth, 2d ed. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1997. 

 

B. Issues or Controversies in Jesus Research 
1. Michael J. Wilkins and J. P. Moreland, Jesus Under Fire. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

2. Robert B. Stewart, ed., The Resurrection of Jesus: John Dominic Crossan and N. T. 

Wright in Dialogue. Minneapolis and London: Fortress and SPCK, 2006. 

3. N. T. Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God, Vol. 3, Christian Origins and the 

Question of God. Minneapolis and London: Fortress and SPCK, 1996 

4. John Dominic Crossan, Who Killed Jesus?: Exposing the Roots of Anti-Semitism in the 

Gospel Story of the Death of Jesus. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1995. 

5. Gary R. Habermas, The Secret of the Talpiot Tomb, Unraveling the Mystery of the Jesus 

Family Tomb. Nashville: Holman, 2008. 

6. Raymond E. Brown, The Death of the Messiah: From Gethsemane to the Grave. A 

Commentary on the Passion Narratives in the Four Gospels. Anchor Bible Reference 

Library. New York and London: Doubleday and Geoffrey Chapman, 1994. 

7. Amy-Jill Levine, The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish 

Jesus. New York: HarperCollins, 2006. 

 

C. Monographs on Jesus 

1. N. T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God. Vol. 2, Christian Origins and the Question of 

God. Minneapolis and London: Fortress and SPCK, 1996. 
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2. James D. G. Dunn, Jesus Remembered, Vol. 1, Christianity in the Making, Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2003. 

3. John Dominic Crossan, The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant. 

San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1991. 

4. John Dominic Crossan, The Birth of Christianity: Discovering What Happened in the 

Years Immediately After the Execution of Jesus. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 

1998. 

5. Ben Witherington, III, Jesus the Sage: The Pilgrimage of Jesus. Minneapolis: Fortress, 

1994. 

6. Ben Witherington, III, The Christology of Jesus. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1990. 

7. Bruce Chilton, Rabbi Jesus: An Intimate Biography. New York: Doubleday, 2000. 

 

Reviews should include: (1) some professional biographical data concerning the author; (2) an 

identification of the major elements of content; (3) an assessment of the author's aim or purpose 

and of the degree of its fulfillment; and (4) a critical evaluation of the book.  The reviews should 

follow Turabian form.  Due Friday, March 25, 2017 

 

3. Research Paper. A research paper of not less than 15 pages in length nor more than 20 pages 

in length is required over a topic related to the historical Jesus.  Turabian style guide should be 

consulted for form and style issues.  Due Friday, April 22, 2017 

 

Grading 

 

Grades will be assigned on the basis of the NOBTS grading scale. 

 

Evaluation 

 

Book Reviews   35% 

Research Paper  35% 

Lecture Attendance  30% 

              100% 

 
Extra Credit Opportunities 

 

1. Book Review 

 

Students may write one additional critical book review of the recommended review texts above. 

Students can earn up to five (5) points on their final grade with a quality critical book review. 

Students may NOT “double-dip” book reviews by reading the same books for multiple classes. 

The books being reviewed must be books never before read or reviewed by the student. 

Extra credit book reviews are due ten weeks after the final day of the conference. 

 

2. Greer-Heard 
 

Students attending the Greer-Heard Forum on March 25, 2017—either on-campus or in person—

may receive up to five points on their final grade with the submission of a 1,000 word critical 

analysis of the event. For more details, see greerheard.com. 
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Class Behavior 

 

As noted above, attendance and class participation are necessary for meeting the requirements of 

this class. Students are expected to be attentive and prepared for each class session. Students who 

are engaged in private conversations or doing work for other classes may be asked to leave the 

class; repeat violations may result in removal from the course. Rude or disruptive behavior is 

also not permitted. 

 
Laptop Guidelines 

 

Laptops are permitted in class as long as they are used for taking notes or accessing Blackboard 

materials related to this particular course. Students using laptops are requested to sit in the front 

of the classroom for accountability purposes. Gaming, e-mail, social networking, and web 

browsing of any kind are strictly prohibited. Failure to heed this policy will result in dismissal 

from the class session; repeat violations may result in removal from the course. Any student 

using Facebook during a class meeting may be asked to leave the class, repeat offenders for the 

remainder of the semester. 

 
Late Work 

 

Because life and ministry happens, late work will be accepted—but not without penalty. For 

every day an assignment is late, five points will be taken off. No assignment over two weeks late 

will be accepted. Failure to submit every assignment will result in failure of the course. 

 
Technical Assistance 
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites: 

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, 

etc.) 

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com. 

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests. 

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this 

website. 
 

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff” 
NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level. 

Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better 

writer. 

 
Plagiarism on Written Assignments 
NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in 

expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and 

policies associated with plagiarism.  

 

Remember the words of the proverb: “Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who 

makes his ways crooked will be found out” (Prov. 10:19). 
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Possible Paper Topics 

 

N. T. Wright 

 

John Dominic Crossan 

 

Albert Schweitzer 

 

John P. Meier 

 

Marcus Borg 

 

Dale Allison 

 

Bruce Chilton 

 

Amy-Jill Levine 

 

Bart Ehrman 

 

William Wrede 

 

James D. G. Dunn 

 

Ben Witherington 

 

Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza 

 

Gerd Theissen 

 

Richard Horsley 

 

E. P. Sanders 

 

Paula Fredriksen 

 

Alan Segal 

 

Robert Funk 

 

Geza Vermes 

 

 

The Historical Jesus 

A Selected Bibliography 

 

Abraham, William J. Divine Revelation and the Limits of Historical Criticism. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1982. 

 

Allison, Dale C. “A Plea for Thoroughgoing Eschatology.” Journal of Biblical Literature 113 

(1994): 651-68. 

 

    . “Jesus and the Victory of Apocalyptic.” In Jesus and the Restoration of Israel: A 

Critical Assessment of N. T. Wright’s Jesus and the Victory of God, ed. Carey C. 

Newman, 126-41. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1999. 

 

    . The End of the Ages Has Come: An Early Interpretation of the Passion and 

Resurrection of Jesus. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985. 

 

Antwi, D. J. “Did Jesus Consider His Death to Be an Atoning Sacrifice?” Interpretation 45 

(1991): 17-28. 

 

Aune, David. “Magic in Early Christianity.” Aufstieg und Niedergang der Römischen Welt, Part 

II, Principat. Edited by Wolfgang Haase and Hildgard Temporini. Vol. 2.23 Religion, ed. 

Wolfgang Haase, 1507-57. Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1980. 
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Avis, Paul, ed. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ. London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1993. 

 

Bailey, Kenneth E. Poet and Peasant/Through Peasant Eyes. Grand Rapids: William B. 

Eerdmans, 1983 [1976, 1980].   

 

Bammel, E.; Moule, C. F. D., eds. Jesus and the Politics of his Day. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1984. 

 

Barnett, Paul W. Jesus and the Logic of History. New Studies in Biblical Theology. Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity,1997. 

 

Barton, Stephen A. The Spirituality of the Gospels. London: SPCK, 1992.  

 

Barton, Stephen A. ; Stanton, Graham, eds. Resurrection: Essays in Honour of Leslie Houlden. 

London: SPCK, 1994.  

 

Bauckham, Richard. “Jesus, Worship of.” Anchor Bible Dictionary, ed. David Noel Freedman, 

3:812-19. New York: Doubleday, 1992. 

 

Beasley-Murray, G. R. Jesus and the Future: An Examination of the Criticism of the 

Eschatological Discourse, Mark 13, with Special Reference to the Little Apocalypse 

Theory. London: Macmillan, 1954.   

 

    . Jesus and the Kingdom of God. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1986.  

 

Betz, Otto. What Do We Know About Jesus? Trans. M. Kohl. London: SCM Press, 1968 [1965]. 

 

Betz, Hans Dieter. “Jesus and the Cynics: Survey and Analysis of a Hypothesis.” Journal of 

Religion 74 (Oct. 1994): 453-75. 

 

    . Jesus der Messias Israels: Aufsiitze zur biblischen Theologie. Wissenschaftliche 

Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament, Vol. 42. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul 

Siebeck), 1987.  

 

Blomberg, Craig L. “Form Criticism.” Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. Joel B. Green 

and Scott McKnight. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1992. 

 

    . “Interpreting the Parables of Jesus: Where Are We and Where Do We Go from 

Here?” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 53 (1991): 50-78. 

 

    . “The Parables of Jesus: Current Trends and Needs in Research.” In Studying the 

Historical Jesus: Evaluations of the State of Current Research, ed. Bruce Chilton and 

Craig A. Evans. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1994. 
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    . “The Wright Stuff: A Critical Overview of Jesus and the Victory of God.” In Jesus 

and the Restoration of Israel: A Critical Assessment of N. T. Wright’s Jesus and the 

Victory of God, ed. Carey C. Newman, 19-39. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1999. 

 

    . “Where Do We Start Studying Jesus?” In Jesus Under Fire: Modern Scholarship 

Reinvents the Historical Jesus, ed. Michael J. Wilkins and J. P. Moreland, 17-50. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

 

Bockmuehl, Markus. This Jesus: Martyr, Lord, Messiah. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1994.   

 

Booth, Roger P. Jesus and the Laws of Purity: Tradition History and Legal History in Mark 7. 

Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series, no. 13. Sheffield: JSOT 

Press, 1986.   

 

Borg, Marcus J. Conflict, Holiness and Politics in the Teachings of Jesus. Studies in the Bible 

and Early Christianity, Vol. 5. New York/Toronto: Edwin Mellen, 1984.  

 

    . Jesus: A New Vision. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1987.  

 

    . Jesus in Contemporary Scholarship. Valley Forge, Pa.: Trinity Press International, 

1994.  

 

    . Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time: The Historical Jesus & the Heart of 

Contemporary Faith. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1994. 

 

Bornkamm, Günther. Jesus of Nazareth. Trans. I. McLuskey, F. McLuskey, and J. M. Robinson. 

Preface by J. M. Robinson. New York: Harper & Row, 1960 [1956]. 

 

Boucher, Madeleine. The Mysterious Parable: A Literary Study. Catholic Biblical Quarterly 

Monograph Series, no.6. Washington: Catholic Biblical Association of America, 1977.  

 

Bowden, John. Jesus: The Unanswered Questions. London: SCM Press, 1988. 

 

Bowker, J. W. Jesus and the Pharisees. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973.  

 

Boyd, Gregory A. Cynic Sage or Son of God? Recovering the Real Jesus in an Age of Revisionist 

Replies. Wheaton, IL: Victor, 1995. 

 

Brandon, S. G. F. Jesus and the Zealots: A Study of the Political Factor in Primitive Christianity. 

Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1967.   

 

Brown, Colin. “Historical Jesus, Quest of.” Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. Joel B. 

Green and Scot McKnight. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1992. 

 

    , ed. History, Criticism and Faith. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1976. 
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    . Miracles and the Critical Mind. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1984.   

 

    . Jesus in European Protestant Thought, 1778-1860. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988 

[1985].   

 

    . “Reimarus, Hermann Samuel.” In Major Biblical Interpreters, ed. Donald K. McKim, 

346-49. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1998.   

 

Brown, Raymond E. The Death of the Messiah: From Gethsemane to the Grave. A Commentary 

on the Passion Narratives in the Four Gospels. Anchor Bible Reference Library. New 

York and London: Doubleday and Geoffrey Chapman, 1994.   

 

Buchanan, George W. Jesus: The King and His Kingdom. Macon, Ga. : Mercer, 1984.   

 

Bultmann, Rudolf. Der Stil der paulinischen Predigt und die Kynisch-Stoische Diatribe. 

Göttingen: Vandernhoeck & Ruprecht, 1910. 

 

    . History and Eschatology: The Presence of Eternity. New York: Harper and Brothers, 

Harper Torchbooks/Cloister Library, 1957.  

 

    . “Is Exegesis Without Presuppositions Possible?” In Existence and Faith: Shorter 
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and Stoughton, 1964. 

 

    . Jesus and the Word. Trans. L. P. Smith and E. H. Lantero. New York: Scribner's, 
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    . Jesus Christ and Mythology. New York: Scribner's, 1958.  

 

    . “New Testament and Mythology.” In Kerygma and Myth: A Theological Debate, ed. 
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    . The History of the Synoptic Tradition. Trans. John Marsh. New York/Oxford: Harper 

and Row/Blackwell, 1968 [1921].  

 

    . “The Study of the Synoptic Gospels.” In Form Criticism: Two Essays on New 

Testament Research, ed. R. Bultmann and Karl Kundsin, 7-76. Translated by Frederick 

C. Grant. N.p.: Willett Clark, 1934; reprint, New York: Harper Torchbook, 1962. 

 

Burridge, Richard A. What are the Gospels? A Comparison with Graeco-Roman Biography. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992.  

 

    . Four Gospels, One Jesus? A Symbolic Reading. London: SPCK, 1994.  

 

Cadbury, Henry J. The Peril of Modernizing Jesus. New York: Scribners, 1962 [1937].  
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