
 

    BBNE6302 Archaeology of the Ancient Near East 

 New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

 Biblical Studies Division 

 Spring 2017  Monday 9:00-11:50a 
 

 

Dr. R. Dennis Cole 

Professor of Old Testament and Archaeology 

Dodd Faculty Bldg. #201  

Phone: ext. 3248 

Email: rdcole@nobts.edu 

     

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

CORE VALUE FOCUS 

The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus,  

Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership.  The core value focus for this academic year 

is Characteristic Excellence. What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and resources as a  

testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Characteristic Excellence is 

addressed by preparing students to excel in their ability to interpret Scripture, which is 

foundational to effective ministry.  

 

CURRICULUM COMPETENCIES 
All graduates of NOBTS are expected to have at least a minimum level of competency in each of 

the following areas: Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Disciple Making, 

Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership, Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship 

Leadership. The curriculum competencies addressed in this course are: Biblical Exposition. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

A survey is made of the historical, cultural, and archaeological evidence of the rise and 

development of the major cultures of the Ancient Near East from the Neolithic through the 

Persian Periods. Particular emphasis is placed upon the impact of these cultures on the pre-

history and history of Israel. Included in the survey are Sumer, Akkad, Canaan, Egypt, Hittite, 

Aram, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia.  

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
1. The student with a historical and cultural overview of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt and 

the Levant. 

2. To expose the student to both primary and secondary sources on the ANE, providing a basis 

for future reference.  

3. To enable the student to evaluate the role and value of archaeology, culture, and history in 

the Ancient Near East in relationship to Old Testament Studies. 

4. To acquaint the student with the physical aspects--topography, geography--of Egypt, 

Anatolia, and Mesopotamia. 

 



COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

Required: 

Marc Van De Mieroop, A History of the Ancient Near East, ca. 3000-323 BC. Blackwell 

History  

 of the Ancient World. NY: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013. HANE 

Donald Redford. Egypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Times. Princeton Univ, 1992.  ECI 

Joan Oates. Babylon. Rev.Ed. London: Thames & Hudson, 1979, 1988. BAB 

Kenneth A. Kitchen, On the Reliability of the Old Testament. Eerdmans, 2006. ROT 

Selected articles are to be read from a multi-volume Bible dictionary, either the Anchor Bible 

Dictionary ABD or the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible ZPEB 

 

Recommended:  
W. W. Hallo and W. K. Simpson. The Ancient Near East: A History. New York: Harcourt 

Brace  

 Jovanovich, 1971. ANEH 

J. G. Macqueen. The Hittites and their Contemporaries in Asia Minor. Rev. London:   

 Thames and Hudson, 1975, 1986, 1996. 

A. T. Olmstead. History of Assyria. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1960. 

A. T. Olmstead. History of the Persian Empire. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago, 1948. 

James Pritchard. The Ancient Near East. Vol. I, II: Anthology of Text and Pictures. Princeton:  

 Princeton University Press, 1958. 

Georges Roux. Ancient Iraq. 3rd ed. NY: Penguin Books, 1964, 1980, 1993. 

Peter C. Craigie. Ugarit and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983. 

Michael Coogan. Stories of Ancient Canaan. Philadelphia: Westminister Press, 1978.  

Seton Lloyd. The Archaeology of Mesopotamia: From the Stone Age to the Persian Conquest.  

 London: Thames & Hudson, 1984. 

John A. Wilson. The Culture of Ancient Egypt. Chicago: Univ. Press, 1951. 

 

Course Procedure and Requirements  
1. The course will be conducted much as a seminar with a maximum of student interaction as 

possible. Students will be expected to have read the assigned materials prior to class time 

(see class schedule) so that one can enter into class discussion. 

2. Lectures will be given in class where necessity of time and information demand. 

3. Each student is expected to complete a research paper on a topic of choice. Papers should be 

approx. 20 pages in length, including bibliography. (Turabian Format).  

 

Suggested Topics:  

Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar 

Babylonian Wisdom Literature 

Mari and Nuzi: Cultural Implications for the Patriarchal Period 

Mesopotamian Law Codes and the Law of Moses 

Royal Correspondence of the Assyrian Empire (or Babylon or Persia) 

The Ebla Tablets and the Old Testament 

Ancient Nineveh 

The Amarna Revolution 

The Edomites and Moabites 

Egyptian View of Afterlife 

The Assyrian War Machine 



Aramaean Merchants: Their Influence Upon Trade and Language in the ANE 

Aramaic Diplomatic Correspondence in the 6th to 5th Centuries BC 

 The Philistines and the Sea Peoples: History, Culture, and Religion 

Canaanite & Ugarit: Religion and Its Influence on Israelite Religion 

The Babylonian Pantheon 

The Assyrian Pantheon 

Treaty Forms of the Ancient Near East and the Old Testament 

The Mycenaean Influence Upon Palestine 

The Role of Women in Ancient Near East Culture 

 Tel Emar and the Old Testament Patriarchs 

 

Others may be chosen in consultation with the instructor. All papers and projects must be typed 

and follow Turabian form and style guidelines. Endnotes may be used in place of footnotes, and 

bibliography must be included in term paper. 

 

Course Evaluation 
 The student's grade will be computed as follows: 

  Class participation 25% 

  Map Quiz  10% 

  Article Reviews 25% 

  Paper & Presentation 40% 

 

Course Schedule 

 Read  K. Kitchens On the Reliability of the OT  where appropriate 

 

January 23 Course Introduction-Geography of Mesopotamia and Egypt  

   ZPEB articles on "Tigris" "Euphrates" "Nile" "Mesopotamia"  

   

  30 Prehistoric and Early Dynastic Egypt & Mesopotamia BAB 1-41 

   Sumer and EB Mesopotamia  HANE 1-62 

   Read articles on Sumer/Sumerians  

 

February  6 Akkad  HANE 63-84 

   Old Kingdom Egypt  ECI 1-55 

 

  13 Sumerian Renaissance BAB 42-52;  Amorites BAB 52-59 

   Amorites and Old Babylon  BAB 60-82 HANE 85-105 

 

  20 Old Assyria & Babylon HANE 106-125, BAB 83-114   

 

  27 Middle Kingdom & Hyksos (2nd Intermed. Period) ABD "Hyksos" 

    ECI 56-122 
   

March   6 New Kingdom Egypt,  ECI 122-213 

   Amarna   ECI 214-237 

 

20 Ramesside Dynasty (19th)   ECI 122-213 

  "Ugarit"  "Phoenicians" 



  "Canaanites and Amorites 

 

27 “Hittites” and “Hurrians” ABD or ZPEB articles 

   HANE 129-170 

 

April   3 ***MAP TEST*** 
    Sea Peoples: "Philistines" and others   ECI 241-56 

   Greece and Mediterranean Sea Lands in Bronze Age   

   Mycenaea, Cyprus, Crete  Read ABD or ZPEB articles 

   "Greece" "Cyprus" "Crete" -- Bronze Age and Iron Age 

     

   10 Israel & Its Neighbors   ECI 257-280, HANE 190-206 

    Read articles on "Ammonites" "Moabites" "Edomites" 

 

 17 Assyria   BAB 115-126, HANE 229-269 

 

  24 Babylon  BAB 126-198, HANE 270-285 

 

May  1 Persia  HANE 286-300 

 

  8 Paper Presentations 

             

 

Technical Assistance 
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites: 

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, 

etc.) 

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com. 

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests. 

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this 

website. 

 

[Other items may be included, such as: expectations for reading assignments, policy on late 

assignments, academic honesty, classroom demeanor, extra credit] 

 

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff” 

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level. 

Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better 

writer. 

 

Plagiarism on Written Assignments 

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in 

expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and 

policies associated with plagiarism. 

  



SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

General Historical Works 
Beyerlin, Walter. Near Eastern Religious Texts Relating to the Old Testament. 

 Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1978. 

Finegan, Jack. Archaeological History of the Ancient Middle East. Reprint. NY: Dorset   

 Press, 1986 (Westview Press, 1979). 

Hallo, William and Simpson, W. The Ancient Near East: A History. NY: Harcourt, Brace  

 Jovanovich, 1971. 
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 Anchor, 1961. 

Liverani, Mario. The Ancient Near East: History, Society, Economy. NY: Routledge, 

2014. 
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 Conquest. London: Thames & Hudson, 1978. 

Mieroop, Marc Van De. A History of the Ancient Near East, ca. 3000-323 B.C. 2nd 

edition.  Malden, MA: Blackwell. 2007. 

Moscati, Sabatino. The Face of the Ancient Orient: A Panorama of Near Eastern  

 Civilization in Pre-Classical Times. Garden City: Doubleday/Anchor, 1962. 

Pritchard, James. ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament. (ANET)  

 Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1955. 

Ringgren, Helmer. Religions of the Ancient Near East. Trans. by John Sturdy. 

 Philadelphia: Westminster, 1973. 

Saggs, H. W. F. Civilization Before Greece and Rome. New Haven: Yale Univiversity 

 Press, 1989. 

Wiseman, D. J., ed. Peoples of Old Testament Times. Oxford: University Press, 1973. 

 

Philistines 
Bierling, Neal. Giving Goliath His Due: New Archaeological Light on the Philistines.  

 Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994. 

Dothan, Trude. The Philistines and Their Material Culture. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration  

 Society, 1967. 

Dothan, Trude & Moshe. People of the Sea: The Search for the Philistines. New York:  

 Macmillan, 1992. 

Hinson, E. E. The Philistines and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1971. 

Israel Exploration Society. The Philistines and the Other Sea Peoples. Jerusalem: 

 Jerusalem Post Press, 1970. 

Macalister, R. A. S. The Philistines, Their History and Civilization. London: Humphrey  

 Milford, 1974.  

 

Ebla 
Gordon, Cyrus; Rendsburg, Gary; Winter, Nathan; eds. Eblaitica: Essays on the Ebla  

 Archives and Eblaite Language. 2 Vols. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1987, 1990. 



Matthiae, Paolo. Ebla: An Empire Rediscovered. Garden City: Doubleday, 1981. 

Pettinato, Giovanni. The Archives of Ebla: An Empire Inscribed in Clay. Garden City:   

 Doubleday, 1981. 

 

Egypt 
Aldred, Cyril. Egypt to the End of the Old Kingdom. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1965. 

          . The Egyptians. New York: Praeger, 1961. 

Aling, Charles F. Egypt and Bible History. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981. 

Budge, E. A. Wallis. Egyptian Magic. NY: Dover Press, 1971 (Rep. from 1901). 

Currid, John D. Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1997. 

David, A. Rosalie. The Egyptian Kingdom. London: Elsevier/Phaidon, 1975. 

Emery, W. Archaic Egypt. Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1962. 

Glanville, S. R. D., ed. The Legacy of Egypt. Oxford: University Press, 1942. 

Grimal, Nicholas. History of Ancient Egypt. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1992. 

Hobson, Christine. The World of the Pharaohs: A Complete Guide to Ancient Egypt. 

 London: Thames & Hudson, 1987. 

James, T. G. H. Ancient Egypt: The Land and Its Legacy. Austin: Univ. of Texas Press,  

 1988. 

Montet, Pierre. Egypt and the Bible. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1968. 

          . Eternal Egypt. New York: New American Library, 1964. 

Moret, Alexandra. The Nile and Egyptian Civilization. New York: Barnes & Noble, 

1972. 

Ruffle, John. The Egyptians: An Introduction to Egyptian Archaeology. New York:  

 Cornell University Press, 1977. 

Ward, William A. Egypt and the East Mediterranean World, 2200-1900 BC. Beirut:  

 American University, 1971. 

White, J. E. M. Ancient Egypt. New York: Crowell, 1953. 

Wilson, John A. The Culture of Ancient Egypt. Chicago: University Press, 1951. 

 

Hittites 
Bittel, Kurt. Hattusha: The Capital of the Hittites. New York: Oxford University Press, 

 1970. 

Campbell, John. The Hittites: Their Inscriptions and their History. London: John Nimmo, 

 1891. 

Contenau, Georges. La Civilization des Hittites et des Mitannieus. Paris: Payot, 1934. 

Cowley, A. E. The Hittites. Oxford: University Press, 1926. 

Garstang, John. The Geography of the Hittite Empire. London: British Inst. of 

 Archaeology at Ankara, 1959. 

          . The Hittite Empire. London: Constable and Company Ltd., 1929. 

Guerney, O. R. The Hittites. Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1952. 

Macqueen, James G. The Hittites and Their Contemporaries in Asia Minor.  London: 

 Thames and Hudson, 1975. 

 

Moab, Edom, Ammon, Midian 
Bartlett, John R. Edom and the Edomites. JSOT Supplement Series #77. Sheffield, 

England:  Sheffield Academic Press, 1989. 



Bennett, W. H. The Moabite Stone. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1911. 

 

Dearman, Andrew. Studies in the Mesha Inscription and Moab. Atlanta: Scholars Press,  

 1989. 

Easterly, Ellis. "The Moabite Rebellion: An Accommodation of II Kings 3:5 and the  

 Mesha Stele Inscription,"  NOBTS Dissertation, 1977. 

Jackson, Kent P. The Ammonite Language of the Iron Age. Chicago: Scholars Press, 

1983.  

Kasher, Aryeh. The Edomites. Stuttgart: J. C. B. Mohr, 1989. 

Rosner, Dov. The Moabites and Their Relationships with the Kingdoms of Israel and 

 Judah in the Military, Political and Cultural Spheres. Jerusalem: Major Press, 

 1976. 

Sawyer, John F. A. and Clines, David J. A. Midian, Moab and Edom: The History and 

Archaeology of Late Bronze and Iron Age Jordan and North-West Arabia. JSOT 

Supplement Series #24. Sheffield: Univ. of Sheffield Press, 1983. 

Zl, A. van. The Moabites. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1960. 

 

Persia  
Heart, Clement. Ancient Persia and Iranian Civilization. New York: Barnes & Nobles,  

 1972. 

Hot, Jean-Louis. Persia I, From the Organs to the Acuminates. Cleveland: World 

 Publishing Co., 1965.  

Matheson, Sylvia A. Persia: An Archaeological Guide. Park Ridge, NJ: Noyes Press,  

 1973.  

Olmstead, A. T. History of the Persian Empire. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1959. 

Yamauchi, Edwin. Persia and the Bible. Grand Rapids  


