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Seminary Mission Statement 

The mission of the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the 

Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Course Purpose, Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual 

Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. This workshop 

addresses Doctrinal Integrity and helps each student understand the essential historic and biblical 

values of the doctrine of God especially in contrast to the Islamic doctrine of God.  Annually, the 

President will designate a core value that will become the focus of pedagogy for the year. For 

2015-2016 academic year that Core Value is Mission Focus. The students in this course have 

opportunity to employ the content of the course in personal witness with a Muslim for extra 

credit.  

 

Course Description 

This course provides students with the context and comparison of Christian/Biblical and 

Islamic/Qur’anic doctrinal presentations of God. The student will be exposed to historical, 

theological and apologetic realities in the contrasts and compatibilities of Christian and Islamic 

doctrines. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completion of the workshop the student will 

 Be familiar with the major historical and contemporary facets of Christian and Muslim 

views of God. 

 Be competent to discuss major trends of changes in the presentation of the doctrine 

within the two faith communities. 

 Appreciate differences between Islamic and Christian doctrines of God. 

 Be better equipped to engage in respectful Christian apologetics with Muslims based on 

the doctrine of God.  



Course Teaching Methods 

The course will involve the following methodologies: 

 Respond to classroom lectures and discussion with coherent interaction.  

 Students will conduct guided research on an aspect of the comparison of Christian and 

Islamic doctrines of God. 

 Students will read and interact with written and electronic resources from Christian and 

Muslim perspectives on the Doctrine of God. Students will synthesis this material into 

coherent discussion and debate.   

 

Textbooks 

Bloesch, Donald G. God the Almighty Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic, 1995 

George, Timothy. Is the Father of Jesus the God of Muhammad? Grand Rapids,  

 Michigan: Zondervan, 2002 

Aslan, Reza. No god but God New York, New York: Random House, 2006. 

http://www.allah.org   

http://www.islamreligion.com/articles/195/  

www.thesabiil.com (Topic 1: The Nature of God) 

 

Requirements 

1. Attendance, Participation and Examination: Individual participation in discussions 

and debates along with reading of required text including Christian and Islamic scriptural 

citations will be evaluated by the Professor. Should written examination be required to 

evaluate student progress towards accomplishing the four student learning outcomes a 3 

week notice and study guide will be issued.  29% 

 

2. BF & M Reflection paper: 15% 

Students will write a one-page reflection paper on Article Two: God, in The Baptist Faith 

and Message 2000. 

 

3. Research Project: 35%  

The student will research a selected theme. Theme topics must be submitted to the 

professor (by email only) by February 1, 2016. No two students will be allowed to 

research the same theme and approval for the theme may be granted after registration for 

the course is completed. The 1-page proposal must contain the following: 

 Student name, course number and date. 

 Subject to be researched and proposed title. 

 One sentence thesis (What are you trying to investigate? What is your theory or 

hypothesis?) 

 One paragraph rationale (Why is this interesting to you? What sources exist for 

this research?) 

http://www.allah.org/
http://www.thesabiil.com/


The rubric for grading research papers: 

Content 35%  

  Coherent and Concise 

  Clearly organized structure of thought 

Sources 35%  

  Appropriate to the topic 

  Major scholars preferred 

Style and Form 10% 

  Word choice and polish 

  Turabian or API alignment, but be consistent 

  

4. Combined Book Review (3 Required Texts): 21% 

Students will write a maximum 2,500 word (10 page) book review including the 3 

required texts of the class. Spend around 500 words (2 pages) per book, followed by 1000 

words (4 pages) of synthesis and personal interaction with the topic of “The Doctrine of 

God in Christianity and Islam”. 

 

NOTE: All deadlines are firm. Missed deadlines will result in 1 lost point per day after the 

assigned date.  

  

Schedule of Course content: 

Week 1 (Begins Jan 21: Orientation and Unit 1: Review of the biblical doctrine of God 

Week 2 (Jan 28): Complete Unit 1: Review of the biblical doctrine of God.  

 BF&M Reflection Paper due (Requirement 3) 

Feb 1 Research Proposal Due 

Week 3 (Feb 4): Unit 2: Ways and Aspects in which Allah of Islam resembles God. 

Week 4 (Feb 11): Complete Unit 2 

Week 5 (Feb 18): Unit 3 Contrasts between the living God and Allah, the god of Islam 

Week 6 (Feb 25): Complete Unit 3 

Week 7 (March 3): Unit 4 God’s relationship with prophets compared and contrasted to Allah’s 

relationship with Muhammad as the seal of Islamic prophesy 

Week 8 (Mar 10): Complete Unit 4 

Spring Break (Mar 14-18) 

Easter Week (Mar 21-25):  

Week 9 (Mar 24): Unit 5 Religious impact in Christianity and Islam of the doctrine of God 

Week 10 (Mar 31): Complete Unit 5 

Week 11 (Apr 7): Unit 6 God’s sovereignty compared and contrasted to Allah’s determinism 



Week 12 (Apr 14): Complete Unit 6. Research project due April 18. 

Week 13 (Apr 21): Unit 7 Apologetic and Missiological challenges and opportunities found in 

the Biblical and Qur’anic doctrines of God. 

Week 14 (Apr 28): Complete Unit 7 

Week 15 (May 5) Finals week. 
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