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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Course Purpose, Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies Addressed 

 

The purpose of this course is to carry out the mission of NOBTS as is reflected through 

the core values and the core competencies in the following ways: 

 

Core Values 

 

The core value emphasis this year at NOBTS is Mission Focus. 

1. Doctrinal Integrity- The course will follow the confessional commitments that are outlined in 

the Articles of Religious Belief and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 

2. Spiritual Vitality- The professor will teach that urban missions without spiritual vitality is 

ineffective for the Kingdom of God.  

3. Mission Focus-The course will deal with missions in an urban environment.  

4. Characteristic Excellence- The professor will teach that missions in an urban environment is a 

service to Christ and therefore should be rendered with characteristic excellence.  

5. Servant Leadership- The professor will teach that servant leadership is a crucial aspect of 

those involved in urban missions 

 

Core Competencies- The seminar will address five of the seven competencies. 

 

1.  Biblical Exposition- Biblical principles for missions in urban settings will be examined. 

2.  Disciple Making- Students will consider ways to increase disciple making in the urban 

context. 

3.  Interpersonal Skills- Students will seek to enhance their interpersonal skills for effective 

ministry in the urban context. 

4.  Servant Leadership- Students will examine leadership styles effective in the urban context. 

5. Spiritual and Character Formation-Students will be exposed, through reading and contact, with 

those who model Christian character and devotion in urban settings. 

 

 

mailto:email:kbrown@nobts.edu
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Course Description 

 

 In this course students are introduced to the biblical and theological foundations for 

missions in the city. The historical foundations of urban missions are briefly examined. Trends in 

urbanization are explored along with the implication of those trends for mission and ministry in 

the urban environment. Contemporary strategies for reaching the city, both national and 

international, are studied. 

  
Student Learning Outcomes  

 

1. That students come to an understanding of the place of the city in the Bible and in God’s plan 

for evangelizing the world. 

2. That students become aware of the history of urban missions. 

3. That students understand the urban context of ministry in today’s world. 

4. That students become aware of methods of urban mission and ministry. 

5. That student develop skills to do strategizing, ministry, and missions in an urban environment. 

  

Course Teaching Methodology 

 

 A variety of teaching methods will be utilized such as class presentations by the professor 

using Power Point and handouts.  Other teaching methods include small and large group 

discussion, multi-media presentations, utilization of missions-related websites, and other 

communication mediums. A Blackboard shell for the class will be utilized extensively as a 

resource for students. Students will be expected to be thoroughly prepared for class discussions 

through readings and the Blackboard unit supplements. 

 

Need technical assistance? Contact the ITC today! 

 

Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with 

the Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, 

etc.) 

 

BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com. 

 

ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests. 

 

504.816.8180 - Call for any technical questions/support requests. 

 

www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this website. 

 

Textbook 

 

Conn, Harvie M. And Manuel Ortiz. Urban Ministry: The Kingdom, the City and the People of 

God.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001, 2010. 

mailto:Selfserve@nobts.edu
http://selfserve.nobts.edu/
mailto:Blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.edu
http://nobts.blackboard.com/
mailto:ITCSupport@nobts.edu
tel:504.816.8180
http://www.nobts.edu/itc/
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Course Requirements 

 

1. Textbook Reading and Other Assigned Reading. Students will read the textbook reading 

assignment found in the syllabus. In class quizzes will be given over the reading assignment for 

the week. The lowest two quiz grades will be dropped. At times other readings may be assigned. 

It is essential that the reading be done in preparation for each class.    

 

2. Class Attendance and Participation. Students will be expected to be prepared for class each 

day. Failure to read the textbook will greatly impact classroom performance and overall grade. 

 

3. Book Discussions. Each student will choose two books from a list provided by the professor 

to read and to review. Do a 4-6 page review of each book. Present an oral presentation of the 

book (10-12 minutes) on the date assigned. A list of books to choose from will be given. 

 

4. Volunteer Work. Spend at least 4 hours in volunteer work in an urban ministry site in New 

Orleans. Enter a reflection of the volunteer experience by April 21 in the discussion forum on 

Blackboard. 

 

5. Research/Essay: Develop an Urban Ministry Among _________ (select an ethnic group or 

some other strata of the population of the city, such as age grouping, economic grouping, interest 

grouping, or professional grouping). Write a 10-12 page double-spaced essay based on research 

and thought on reaching the grouping you chose. Include information about the location of the 

group in the city, their culture, and what efforts are being used to reach them. Interview at least 

one person reaching out to this group spiritually. Also interview at least two members of the 

group. Include information from your interviews. Conclude your essay with a proposed strategy 

for a church to reach out to this group. You can use parenthetical references instead of footnotes. 

Include a short selected bibliography at the end of your essay. Students should be prepared to 

make a 10 to 15 minute presentation. Due on April 28. 

 

6.  Blackboard.  Each student must enroll in the Internet assisted part of this course by Jan 21 

and maintain a valid e-mail address recorded in your Blackboard account at all times. The 

class ID is MISS6342KT: Introduction to Urban Missions. The access code is MISS6342 (Note: 

The access code is case sensitive). 

  

Course Evaluation 

  

  Quizzes        20%  

 Book Reviews and Presentations     15% 

 Attendance and Class Preparation, and Participation   10% 

 Volunteer Experience       15% 

 Research/Essay       25% 

 Final Exam         15%  

 

NOTE: All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period unless otherwise noted. 

Late assignments will negatively impact grades. Assignments turned in late will receive an 
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automatic 20 point deduction. There will be an additional 15 point deduction for each 

additional weekday the assignment is late.  

 

ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE. 

 

Professor’s Policy on Late Assignments 

In accordance with seminary policy, a student will automatically fail the course if he or 

she incurs three absences. The student handbook should be consulted regarding further 

information about seminary policies for absences. Late assignments automatically will be 

penalized a letter grade and may receive additional penalties depending on the amount of 

time the assignment is late.  

 

Professor’s Availability and Assignment Feedback 

The student may contact the professor at any time using the email address provided in the 

course syllabus. The professor will make every effort to return answers to emailed 

questions within a 24-hour period of time. Assignments requiring grading will be 

returned to the student within a reasonable period of time. Student feedback on graded 

assignments will be provided through the grading rubric located in the student’s 

Blackboard Grade Book. The student will find comments in the grading rubric, as well as 

on graded paper assignments. The student may also email the course grader with 

questions regarding grading.   

 

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff” 

This is the official NOBTS Writing Center online help site for writing academic papers 

and essays. http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html You will discover writing guides, 

tips, and valuable information to help you become a better writer. Go here for Turabian 

and APA style helps and guidelines. You will also find language fonts for Greek and 

Hebrew. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy 

All graduate and undergraduate NOBTS students, whether on-campus, internet, or 

extension center students, are expected to adhere to the highest Christian standard of 

honesty and integrity when completing academic assignments for all courses in every 

delivery system format. The Bible provides our standard for academic integrity and 

honesty. This standard applies whether a student is taking tests, quizzes, exams, writing 

papers, completing Discussion Boards, or any other course requirement. 

 

Plagiarism on Written Assignments 

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Please be aware that plagiarism in 

certain cases may result in expulsion from the seminary. Refer to the NOBTS Student 

Handbook http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/studentservices/NOBTSHandbook.pdf 

where the definition, penalties and policies associated with plagiarism are clearly defined.  

 

Classroom Parameters 

 Please arrive on time. 

 Turn off cell phones. Utilize laptops and other technology for class purposes only. 

 Respect the professor and other members of the class. 

http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html
http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/studentservices/NOBTSHandbook.pdf
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 Maintain confidentiality when someone shares personal information. 

Participate in class and group discussions.    

 

Netiquette 

Netiquette refers to appropriate online behavior in Blackboard or other online 

discussions.  Each student is expected to demonstrate appropriate Christian behavior 

when working online on Discussion Boards or whenever interaction occurs through web, 

digital, or other electronic medium.  The student is expected to interact with other 

students in a fashion that will promote learning and respect for the opinions of others in 

the course.  A spirit of Christian charity is expected at all times in the online 

environment. 

 

Academic Policies 

Academic policies relater to absences, grading scale, final examination schedules, and 

other topics can be found in the current online catalog:  New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary Academic Catalog. 

 

Policy for Graduating Seniors 

Graduating Seniors are responsible for alerting the professor of your intention to 

graduate. All of your assignments must be completed by noon (12:00 PM) on the 

Wednesday prior to commencement exercises.  

 

Emergency Plan 

In the event of a hurricane or other emergency, go to the seminary web site for 

information: www.nobts.edu. Also, students should use Blackboard to follow any 

announcements that may be posted. Students should ensure their current email address is 

updated on Blackboard.  

 

Outline of Course.   

                                                            

Week 1:   Class Introduction and the Global Urban World    Jan. 19 

Week 2:   Introduction to the Urban Context, pt. 1- Introduction, Chap. 1         Jan. 26 

Week 3:   Introduction to the Urban Context, pt. 2- Chaps. 2, 3       Feb. 2 

Week 4:   Biblical Background for Urban Missions, pt. 1- Chaps. 4, 5        Feb. 16 

Week 5:   Biblical Background for Urban Missions, pt. 2- Chaps. 6, 7        Feb. 23 

Week 6:   Understanding the City, pt. 1- Chaps. 8, 9, 10          Mar. 1 

Week 7:   Understanding the City, pt. 2- Chaps. 11, 12, 13      Mar. 8 

Week 8:   Researching the City, Chaps. 14, 15, 16                       Mar. 22 

Week 9:   Reaching Special Groups in the City- Chap. 17                 Mar. 29 

Week 10: Christian Community Development- Chap. 18    Apr. 5 

Week 11: Spiritual Warfare in the Urban Context- Chap. 19           Apr. 12 

Week 12: Developing Leaders for Urban Ministry, pt. 1- Chaps. 20, 21, 22        Apr. 19 

Week 13: Research/Essay Presentations      Apr. 26 

Week 14: Developing Leaders for Urban Ministry, pt. 2- Chaps.  23, 24      May 3 

 

Final Exam MUST be completed by 5 PM on May 10. 

      

http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/academics/GraduateCatalog.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/academics/GraduateCatalog.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/
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For additional library resources in your state, check http://www.nobts.edu/library/interlibrary-loan.html 

• GALILEO for Georgia students 

• LALINC for Louisiana students 

• Florida Virtual Library (http://www.flelibrary.org/) for Florida students 
• Interact with us online at – 
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504.282.4455 
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www.nobts.edu/registrar/default.html 

#advising  

Advising – 

Undergraduate 

Program 

 
lcadminasst@nobts.edu 

504.816.8590 www.nobts.edu/LeavellCollege  

Church 

Minister 

Relations 

(for ministry 

jobs) 
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504.282.4455 

x3291 
www.nobts.edu/CMR 
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504.282.4455 

x3348 
www.nobts.edu/financialaid 

PREP 

(help to avoid 

student debt) 

Prepassistant1@nobts.edu 504.816.8091 www.nobts.edu/prep  

Gatekeeper 

NOBTS news 
pr@nobts.edu 504.816.8003 nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com 

Information 

Technology 

Center 

itcsupport@nobts.edu 504.816.8180 selfserve.nobts.edu 

Help with 

Blackboard 
blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.edu 504.816.8180 nobts.blackboard.com 

Library 
library@nobts.edu 

 
504.816.8018 www.nobts.edu/Library 

Online library 
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t.html 
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Student 

Counseling 
lmccc@nobts.edu 504.816.8004 

www.nobts.edu/studentservices/counseling
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www.nobts.edu/women 
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