NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

HIST 6302 CHRISTIAN DEVOTIONAL CLASSICS

Dr. Daniel Holcomb
Office: Dodd 211

SPRING SEMESTER 2016
Wednesday - 12:30-3:20 PM
B107

SEMINARY MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and Great Commandments through the local church and its
ministries.

SEMINARY CORE VALUES

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity,
Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership.

The course supports the core values of Spiritual Vitality and Doctrinal Integrity by
introducing students to authors whose lives and writing convey a vital and contagious
devotion to God. Connecting with such a company of disciples enlarges and enriches our
understanding of the doctrine of the communion of saints and requires that our
theological reflections engage the light drenched environment of the Spirit of God where
abundant life is generated and nurtured. Mission Focus is the core value focus for
NOBTS this year.

SEMINARY BASIC COMEPETENCIES

The seven basic competencies that guide the NOBTS curriculum are Biblical Exposition,
Christian Theological Heritage, Disciple Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant
Leadership, Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. It could be
argued that a solid and comprehensive exposure to the devotional classics contributes to
the development of all these competencies. Fundamentally, however, the seminar
supports Christian Theological Heritage and Spiritual and Character Formation. The
rudiments of spiritual formation are identified and elucidated as they are perceived and
practiced across the broad range of Christian history. The seminar could be described as
an exercise in heritage based praxis: learning from spiritual mentors past and present how
to walk with God and why this is the most crucial task of the church.



COURSE DESCRIPTION

Devotion and worship are wellsprings of Christian experience, the inspirational and
motivational forces of pilgrimage and ministry. The history of Christian devotion is rich
a diverse. It encompasses a wide variety of communions and perspectives and is
preserved in an extensive body of literature. This course is an introduction to the heritage
of Christian mystical and devotional literature. Works such as Augustine’s Confessions,
Bernard’s The Love of God, Thomas a Kempis’ Imitation of Christ, Pascal’s Pensees,
Brother Lawrence’s The Practice of the Presence of God, Jeremy Taylor’s Holy Living
and Holy Dying, Kierkegaard’s Purity of Heart, and Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of
Discipleship are studies in their historical context and analyzed for their spiritual content
and influence.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students successfully completing the seminar will demonstrate:

* General knowledge of the history of Christian devotion and of selected
devotional classics;

* Understanding of central insights and emphases of the devotional classics and
their impact on the heritage of Christian spirituality;

* Capacity to evaluate contemporary popular religion in the light of
fundamental accents of the devotional classics;

* Knowledge of the spiritual disciplines of Christian faith and their
contemporary applications;

* Disciplined commitment to course assignments and faithful participation in
class discussions;

* Intention to use devotional classics for personal nurture and church ministry.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Textbook. The textbook for the course is E. Glenn Hinson, Seekers After Mature
Faith (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1968). Photocopies of the text are
provided without charge to students.

Readings. Additional readings are provided in Foundations, a volume prepared
by the instructor as a resource for seminar discussions. All reading assignments
are indicated in the seminar schedule and should be completed by May 11, 2016.



Group Reports. Study groups will be formed. Each will be assigned a devotional
classic to read and discuss with the class. Each group member will present an oral
report with accompanying written outline on the salient information in the
assigned section of the book. The reports will be followed by class discussion. In
light of the discussion and further reading, the reports will be developed into more
detailed and written summaries and critiques and submitted no later than May 11,
2016.

Book Review. Read and review a book listed in the course syllabus. Indicate
your choice to the instructor before proceeding with the assignment. The text of
the review should be composed of 10-12 double-spaced typewritten pages. It
should be written in an acceptable style, reflect serious study and analysis, and
include the following sections: 1) biographical sketch of the author, 2) historical
context of the work, 3) author’s purpose, 4) basic insights or teachings,

5) quotable passages, 6) relevancy of the book for the seminar, 7) concluding
evaluation. As you develop your review you will have opportunity to share your
findings and insights with the class. The completed review is due April 27, 2016.

Examinations. The mid-semester and final exams are take home projects
consisting of questions on the textbook, readings, lectures, and class discussion.
The mid-semester exam is due no later than April 6, 2016. The final examination
should be submitted on May 11, 2016.

Class Attendance. Students are expected to attend class regularly and participate
in class discussions. According to Seminary regulations, the maximum number of
absences without failure for a three hour course is nine classroom hours. Please
consult the current graduate catalog for information about absences, late arrivals,
and early departures.

COURSE EVALUATION

The final grade will be calculated as follows:

* BOOK REVIEW.....cuuueeeiiiiiiieeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeenaans 20% A: 93-100
* Group Reports........cocueeeveeecneenceeenceeecineenne 20% B: 85-92
* Reading Assignments/ C:. 77-84
Class DISCUSSIONS........ccoevveerrvrennnnceeeeeenennnnens 15%
D: 70-76
* Mid-semester EXam.........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnn. 20%

F: 69 or below
® FINAI EXAMueueenniiiiiiiiiieietiiceieeeeeeeeennnnieeeees 25%



SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Andrewes, Lancelot. Private Devotions. 1883.

Anon., The Cloud of Unknowing. c. 1380.

Anon., The German Theology. c. 1516.

Arndt, Johann. True Christianity. 1605.

Athanasius, Saint. Life of Anthony. 357.

Augustine, Saint. The Confessions of St. Augustine. c. 398.
Baillie, John. A Diary of Private Prayer. 1936.

Barrett, William. The Illusion of Technigue: A Search for Meaning in a Technological
Civilization. Garden City, NY: Anchor Press, 1979.

Baxter, Richard. The Saints Everlasting Rest. 1650.
. The Word Became Flesh. 1964.

Bell, Richard H. The Grammar of the Heart: New Essays in Moral Philosophy and
Theology. New York, NY: Harper & Row Publishers, Inc., 1988.

Bennett, Dennis. Nine O ’Clock in the Morning. 1970.

Bernard of Clairvaux. The Steps of Humility and Pride. c. 1120.
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. The Cost of Discipleship. 1937; rev. ed., 1963.
. Letters and Papers from Prison. 1953, 1967.

Bunyan, John. Grace Abounding. 1666.

. Pilgrim’s Progress. 1678, 1684.

Buttrick, George A. Prayer. 1935.

Catherine of Genoa. Spiritual Dialogues. c. 1473-1510.

Chan, Simon. Spiritual Theology: A Systematic Study of the Christian Life. Downer’s
Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1998.



Chase, Steven. The Tree of Life: Models of Christian Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic, 2005.

Clément, Oliver. Roots of Christian Mysticism: Texts from the Patristic Era with
Commentary. Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 1995.

Cox, Harvey. On Not Leaving It to the Snake. 1969.

Crump, David. Knocking on Heaven'’s Door: A New Testament Theology of Petitionary
Prayer, 2006.

Dawn, Marva, and Eugene Peterson. The Unnecessary Pastor: Rediscovering the Call.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2000.

Ellul, Jacques. Money and Power. LaVonne Neff, trans. Dowers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 1984.

. The New Demons. C. Edward Hopkins, trans. New York: Seabury Press, 1975.

. The Subversion of Christianity. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, trans. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986.

. The Technological Society. John Wilkinson, trans. New York: Vintage Books,
1964.

Forbes, Cheryl. Women of Devotion through the Centuries. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books, 2001.

Foster, Richard J. Streams of Living Water: Celebrating the Great Traditions of Christian
Faith. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers, 1998.

Fox, George. The Journal of George Fox. 1694.
Francis of Assisi. Little Flowers. c. 1200-1226.
______. Mirror of Perfection. c. 1200-1226.
Friedrich von Higel. Selected Letters. c. 1920.

George, Timothy, and Alister McGrath, eds. For All The Saints: Evangelical Theology
and Christian Spirituality. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003.

Gordon, Arthur. A Touch of Wonder. 1974.

Grant, Patrick. A Dazzling Darkness: An Anthology of Western Mysticism. Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985.



Graves, Stephen R., and Thomas G. Addington. The Fourth Frontier: Exploring the New
World of Work. La Porte, IN: Thomas Nelson, 2000.

Groothuis, Douglas. The Soul in Cyberspace. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997.

Grounds, Vernon. Radical Commitment: Getting Serious About Christian Growth.
Colorado Spring, CO: Multnomah Publishers, 1984.

Hallesby. O. Prayer. 1931.

Hengel, Martin. Christ and Power. Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1977.

Hildegard of Bingen. Scivias. 1142.

Hinson, E. Glenn. Seekers After Mature Faith. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1968.

Hunter, James Davison. To Change the World: The Irony, Tragedy, and Possibility of
Christianity in the Late Modern World. New York, NY: Oxford University Press,
2010.

Ignatius of Loyola. Spiritual Exercises. 1548.

Jean-Pierre de Caussade. The Sacrament of the Present Moment. 1966.

Jewett, Paul. Man as Male and Female. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1990.

John of the Cross, The Dark Night of the Soul. 1578.
Jones, E. Stanley. Christian Maturity. 1957.

Julian of Norwich. Revelations of Divine Love . 1413.
Kelly, Thomas R. A Testament of Devotion. 1941.
Kierkegaard, Sgren. Purity of Heart. 1948, 1956.

Kimball, Charles. When Religion Becomes Evil. New York, NY: HarperCollins
Publishers, Inc., 2002.

Law, William. A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life. 1728.
Lawrence, Brother. The Practice of the Presence of God. 1692.

Laubach, Frank. Prayer: The Mightiest Force in the World. 1946.



. Letters by a Modern Mystic. 1956.

L’Engle, Madeleine. Glimpses of Grace: Daily Thoughts and Reflections. New York:
NY': Harper One, 1997.

Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. 1952.
. Surprised by Joy. 1955.

Louth, Andrew. Discerning the Mystery: An Essay on the Nature of Theology. New York,
NY': Oxford University Press, 1983.

Luther, Martin. Table Talk: A Simple Way to Pray.1566.

Magill, Frank N., and lan P. McGreal eds. Christian Spirituality: The Essential Guide to
the Most Influential Spiritual Writings of the Christian Tradition. New York: NY:
Harper Collins, 1988.

McLaren, Brian, Elisa Padilla, and Ashley Bunting Seeber, eds. The Justice Project.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2008.

Miller, Donald E. The Wing-Footed Wanderer: Conscience and Transcendence.
Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1977.

Packer, J.I. Rediscovering Holiness. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2009.
Pascal, Blaise. Pensees. 1670.

Peters, James R. The Logic of the Heart: Augustine, Pascal, and the Rationality of Faith.
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2009.

Peterson, Eugene H. Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 2005.

Plantinga, Jr., Cornelius. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin. Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1995.

Rolle, Richard. The Fire of Love. c. 1330.
Rutenber, Culbert. The Price and the Prize. 1953.

Scorgie, Glen G. A Little Guide to Christian Spirituality. Grand Rapids: MI, Zondervan,
2007.

., gen. ed. Dictionary of Christian Spirituality. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2011.



Shames, Laurence. The Hunger For More: Searching for Values in an Age of Greed.
New York, NY: Random House, Inc., 1989.

Shuster, Marguerite. Power, Pathology, Paradox: The Dynamics of Evil and Good.
Grand Rapids, MI: Academic Books/Zondervan Publishing House, 1987.

Singh Sundar. At the Master’s Feet. 1922

Slouka, Mark. War of the Worlds: Cyberspace and the High-Tech Assault of Reality.
York, NY: Basic Books/HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 1995.

Spener, Philip Jacob. Pia Desideria. 1675.

Stagg, Frank. Polarities of Human Existence in Biblical Perspective. Macon, GA: Smyth
& Helwys Publishing, Inc., 1994.

Taylor, Jeremy. The Rule and Exercise of Holy Living and Holy Dying. 1650.
Teresa of Avila. Life. c. 1567

__ . Way of Perfection. c. 1567.

_____ . Interior Castle. 1577.

Thomas a Kempis. The Imitation of Christ. c¢. 1418.

Thurman, Howard. Jesus and the Disinherited. 1949.

Tozer, AW. The Pursuit of God. 1948.

Underhill, Evelyn. Mysticism. 1911.

_____.The Ways of the Spirit. c. 1930.

. Abba. 1940.

Willard, Dallas. The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God. New
York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers, 1998.

Wink, Walter. Naming the Powers: The Language of Power in the New Testament.
Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1984.

. Unmasking the Powers: The Invisible Forces That Determine Human Existence.
Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1986.



. Engaging the Powers: Discernment and Resistance in a World of Domination.
Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1992.

Woolman, John, The Journal of John Woolman. 1774.

Yancey, Philip. Reaching for the Invisible God: What Can We Expect to Find? Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000.



