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Seminary Mission Statement

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the
Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Purpose of the Course

The purpose of this course is to provide quality theological education for students in the
discipline of theological and historical studies. Lessons learned from the past inform the
present and provide guidance for the future.

Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies Addressed

The core value focus of the course will emphasize this semester is mission focus. The course
will specifically address the following curriculum competencies:

Theological and Historical Heritage — apply theology to everyday life

Disciple Making — develop devotional strategies to model Christ-like behavior

Servant Leadership — use the people from our past to model servant leadership

Spiritual and Character Formation — model Christian character in relating to those in the

Baptist family with whom we disagree
Biblical Exposition — demonstrate the biblical foundation of spiritual disciplines
Worship Leadership — examine the variety of prayer styles and practices

Course Description

This course is designed to foster personal spiritual growth through an introduction to spiritual
disciplines and participation in a student discipleship group led by a mentoring professor. The
course is also designed to prepare students to lead discipleship groups and a discipleship
ministry in the local Church.

Student Learning Outcomes

In order to provide moral leadership by modeling and mentoring Christian character and
devotion and in order to stimulate church health through mobilizing the church for
discipleship, the student, by the end of the course, should:

1. Comprehend the following concepts:
* The marks of a disciple as something beyond the point of salvation.
» Effective methods of becoming a disciple and of making disciples.
* The relationship between spiritual maturity and spiritual disciplines.
» Christian devotional practices or disciplines.
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2. Have a positive response to the following concepts:
* A life-long intentional devotional discipline for lifelong spiritual growth and benefit
to the kingdom of God.
* A meaningful and maturing relationship with God.
*  Christian community in a small group setting.
* A personal commitment to basic devotional practices.

3. Be able to, with the help of resources, accomplish the following tasks:
* Develop a plan for personal discipleship and assist others to develop a personal
discipleship plan.
* Practice appropriate disciplines of the Christian faith.
* Have an appropriate perception as how to lead small discipleship groups.

Required Texts

Buchanan, Mark. The Holy Wild. Grand Rapids, MI: Multnomah Publishers, 2003.
[Available as an e-book].

Bullock, Harold. Randal Lanthripe, ed. Seven Weeks of Wisdom. Fort Worth, TX: Golden
Oak Publishers, 2005. Available only at www.lifeshapingresources.com under “Books.”

Responsibilities

Complete reading of the textbooks (as required by the professor).

Contribute to discussions.

Lead at least one of the discussion times.

Attend at least one Greer-Heard event, February 12-13, 2016.

Write a 1-3 page self assessment of your spiritual journey this semester. Include
victories and struggles as appropriate. Only the professor will see your assessment.
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NOTE: Because this is a Pass/Fail course, attendance and participation will be extremely
important.

Grading
This experience is a pass/fail course. Grades will be determined by participation in the
sessions and the self assessment of your own personal, spiritual journey. The final grade
decision will be made by the professor.

Typical Session
Sessions will always include discussion of reading assignments and prayer times.

Additional elements may include things like small group worship, accountability questions,
and discussion of issues raised in personal journaling.
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Cellular Phones
The instructor requests that all phones be turned off or adjusted so as not to disturb the
class. If you can wait until after class to attend to calls and pages, that would be greatly
appreciated. Students are also asked to refrain from text messaging, tweeting and checking
Facebook during class.

Discussion Facilitators

Lectures and class discussions generally will adhere to this schedule, but the pace may vary.

Dates Subject Discussion Facilitator
Jan. 19 Introductions and Overview Dr. Harsch
Jan. 26 Holy Wild, Preface, Chapters 1-2

Feb. 2 Holy Wild, Chapters 3-4

Feb. 9 Mardi Gras — No Class

Feb. 16 Holy Wild, Chapters 5-6

Feb. 23 Holy Wild, Chapters 7-8

Mar. 1 Holy Wild, Chapters 9-10

Mar. 8 Holy Wild, Chapters 11-12, Epilogue

Mar. 15 Spring Break — No Class

Mar. 22 Wisdom, Chapter 1

Mar. 29 Wisdom, Chapter 2

Apr. 5 Wisdom, Chapter 3

Apr. 12 Wisdom, Chapter 4

Apr. 19 Wisdom, Chapter 5

Apr. 26 Wisdom, Chapter 6

May 3 Wisdom, Chapter 7
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