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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Course Purpose, Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies 
 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual 

Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. This course addresses 

Doctrinal Integrity in that the course is designed to prepare the student to grow in the understanding 

of the Word of God in the context of Ancient and Modern Israel. Characteristic Excellence is also 

addressed in that the student should be as prepared as possible in knowledge and spiritual walk to be 

ministers for Christ. This course addresses the competency of Biblical Exposition by preparing the 

student to interpret and communicate the Bible accurately utilizing tools and resources in the history, 

archaeology, and geography of the Ancient Near East. The 2015-16 emphasis is on Mission Focus – 

we are dedicated to changing the world through a missional focus in all of our personal and ministry 

endeavors. 

Catalog Description:  

This course will acquaint students with the history and geography of ancient Israel and early Judaism 

as it is known from biblical texts, ancient historical sources, early Jewish writings and archaeological 

finds and will expose students to the way history was written in the ancient world. This will be 

accomplished through reading and comparison of historical sources and several study tours 

throughout the land of ancient Israel. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

 The student will recognize the physical elements of the land of Israel and the ancient Near 

East -- the geography, topography, geology, climate, etc. -- via slide, book and map study.  

 The student will read excerpts from the Old and New Testaments with an archaeological and 

geographical perspective.  

 The student will examine materials related to cultural and religious practices among the 

ancient Israelites and other ethnic cultures of the Ancient Near East.  

 The student will probe the interrelationship between geography, politics, economics, cultural 

mores, and religion in the development of the nation of Israel.  

 The student will become conversant in the historical, geographical, and cultural materials of 

the Old and New Testaments.  
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Procedures  

 Students will have all reading assignments read before the lecture (the student will have to 

complete most of the readings before the start of the course).  

 Students will participate in four weekend study tours. Some tours to nearby sites and regions 

will also take place during some week-day afternoons.  

 The student should read all assigned materials prior to the lectures and be prepared to verbally 

interact during discussion. Slide and artifact illustrated lectures will supplement the field 

instruction.  

 The student is encouraged to read outside the required readings list.  

 Students will attend all lectures.  

Textbooks 

1. English Bible 

2. Ancient Israel: From Abraham to the Romans Destruction of Jerusalem, Hershel Shanks (ed.). 

(Prentice-Hall Publishers, 1999). 

2. Holman Bible Atlas by Thomas Brisco (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998) 

Course Evaluation 

Undergraduate students will be graded on participation in the fieldwork, and a final exam  

Field attendance and participation 30 % 

Final Exam 30% 

Research Paper  40% 

Research Paper 

Each student is required to produce a formal research paper (acc. to Turabian). Papers will be due by 

July 25, 2014. The research paper should be approximately 14-20 pages in length, inclusive of 

bibliography. Topics may be chosen after consultation with the professor. 

Israel Tour Component                      Tentative Schedule:  

May 21  Jerusalem Intro Tour   

May 27  Qumran, En Gedi, Masada 

  May 28  Galilee: Nazareth/Sepphoris, Arbela, Capernaum, Kursi 

  June 3  Jerusalem 2 

June 4 Caesarea Martima, Megiddo, Mt. Carmel 

  June 9  Philistine Coastal Plain & Shephelah  

 



 SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Aharoni, Y. The Archaeology of the Land of Israel. Trans. Anson Rainey. Philadelphia:  

Westminster, 1982. 

          . The Land of the Bible: A Historical Geography. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1979. 

Aharoni, Y. and Avi-Yonah, M. The Macmillan Bible Atlas. NY: Macmillan, 1968,  

rev. 1977. 3rd  Revised Edition, A. Rainey, Z. Safrai, 1991. 

Albright, William F. The Archaeology of Palestine. Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1949, rev.  1960, 

reprinted by Peter Smith Publishers, 1971. 

Avi-Yonah, Michael. The Holy Land: From the Persian to the Arab Conquest (536 BC-AD  

640). Grand Rapids: Baker, 1966. 

Avi-Yonah, Michael and Stern, Ephraim ed. Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavation in  

the Holy Land, 4 vols, Jerusalem:  Massada Press, 1975. 

Baez Camargo, Gonzalo. Archaeological Commentary on the Bible. Garden City, NY:  

Doubleday, 1984. 

Baly, Dennis. The Geography of the Bible. NY: Harper, 1957. 

Ben-Tor, Amnon, ed. The Archaeology of Ancient Israel. NY: Yale, 1991. 

Biran, Abraham, ed. Temples and High Places in Biblical Times. Jerusalem: Nelson Glueck  

School of Biblical Archaeology, 1981. 

Bright, John. A History of Israel. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1981. 

Bruce, F.F. Israel and the Nations. Grand Rapids: W.B.Eerdmans, 1969. Rev 1998. 

Cleave, Richard. Pictorial Archive: ANE History; Student Map Manual. Jerusalem, 1975. 

Craigie, Peter. Ugarit and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983. 

DeVries, LaMoine. Cities of the Biblical World. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1997. 

Dever, William and H. Darrell Lance, eds. Manual of Field Excavation: Handbook for Field  

Archaeologists. Jerusalem: Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Archeaology, 1982. 

Dothan, Trude. The Philistines and Their Material Culture. NY: Yale, 1981. 

Dothan, M. and T. The Sea Peoples. Jerusalem: IES, 1992. 

The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary. (rev. ed.) Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987. Rev. 1999. 

Finegan, Jack. Archaeological History of the Ancient Middle East. Boulder, CO:  

Westview Press, 1979. 

            . The Archaeology of the New Testament:  The Life of Jesus and the Beginning of  

the Early Church. Princeton: University Press, 1969, 

            . The Archaeology of the New Testament:  The Mediterranean World of the Early  

Christian Apostles. Boulder, COL  Westview Press, 1981. 

Finkelstein, Israel. The Archaeology of the Israelite Settlement. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration  

Society, 1989. 

Gardiner, Sir Alan. Egypt of the Pharaohs. Oxford:  University Press, 1961. 

Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times. Chicago: Moody Press, 1987. 

Hallo, W.W. and Simpson, W.K. The Ancient Near East:  A History. NY: Harcourt Brace  

Jovanovich, 1971. 

Harrison,, R.K., ed. Major Cities of the Biblical World. Nashville: Nelson, 1985. 

Hoerth, A. Archaeology and the Old Testament. Baker, 1998. 

Hoerth, A.; G. Mattingly; and E. Yamauchi; eds. Peoples of the Old Testament World, Grand  

Rapids: Baker, 1994. 

The Illustrated Bible Dictionary. NY, London:  Tyndale Publishers, 1980, 1986. 

Joukowsky, Martha. A Complete Manual of Field Archaeology. New York: Prentice-Hall, 1980. 

Kenyon, Kathleen. Archaeology in the Holy Lands. NY: Nelson (reprinted), 1960, 1985. 



Kramer, Samuel Noah, ed. Mythologies of the Ancient World. Garden City: Doubleday, 1961. 

Lloyd, Seton. The Archaeology of Mesopotamia:  From the Stone Age to the Persian  

Conquest. London: Thames & Hudson, 1978. 

McRay, John.  Archaeology and the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1991. 

Mazar, Amihai. Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, 10,000 - 586 B.C.E. Anchor Bible  

Reference Library. New York: Doubleday, 1990. 

Moorey, Roger. Excavation in Palestine. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981. 

Negev, Avraham, ed. Archaeological Encyclopedia of the Holy Lands. Jerusalem: Weidenfeld  

& Nicholson, 1972. 

Olmstead, A.T. History of the Assyrian Empire. Chicago: University Press, 1960 

            . History of the Persian Empire. Chicago:  University Press, 1959. 

Pfeiffer, Charles, ed. The Bible Atlas. (rev. ed.) Nashville: Broadman, 1979. 

Pritchard, James, ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts:  Relating to the Old Testament, 2nd ed.,  

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1955.  

            . The Ancient Near East, vols 1 and 2: Anthology of Texts and Pictures, 1958, 1975. 

Rainey, Anson and Steven Notley. The Sacred Bridge: Carta’s Atlas of the Biblical World.  

 Jerusalem: Carta, 2006. 

Redford, Donald. Egypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Times. Princeton: Princeton Univ.  

Press, 1992. 

Stern, Ephraim, Editor. The New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in  

the Holy Land, 5 vols, Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 1993-2008. 

Stiebing, William.  Uncovering the Past: A History of Archaeology. Buffalo: Prometheus  

Books, 1993. 

Unger, Merrill, Archaeology of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962. 

          . Archaeology of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954. 

Vanderkam, James. The Dead Sea Scrolls Today. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 

Van Der Woude, A.S., gen. ed. The World of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 

Vaux, Roland de. Ancient Israel. vol. 1: Social Institutions: vol. 2: Religious Institutions. NY:  

McGraw-Hill, 1961. 

Vermes, Geza. The Dead Sea Scrolls: Qumran in Perspective. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,  

1977, 1981. 

Wilson, John A. The Culture of Ancient Egypt. Chicago: University Press, 1951. 

Wiseman, Donald J. ed. Peoples of Old Testament Times. Oxford: University Press, 1973. 

Wright, G. Ernest. Biblical Archaeology. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1962, 1974. 

Yamauchi, Edwin. Persia and the Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990. 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
 

The New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land  
 --eds. E. Stern, et al. Simon and Schuster, 1992. Vol. 5 Supplementary, 2008. 

The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Archaeology in the Near East.  
      --eds. E. Meyers, et al.  Oxford, 1997. 

Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids:  

     Zondervan, 2004. 

Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Commentary on the Old Testament. Grand Rapids:  

     Zondervan, 2009. 

 

 

 


