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MISSION STATEMENT
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary prepares servants to walk with Christ,
proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course consists of a thorough study of Mark or Markan passages through verse-by
verse and paragraph-by-paragraph analysis, comparison of various English versions,
consideration of pertinent historical and cultural issues, and consultation with major
literature and commentaries. The course emphasizes proper methods for discovering the
meaning of a text and applying it in teaching and preaching.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students who complete this course successfully will:

Gain an understanding of the historical/theological issues in Mark
Exegete selected passages from the English text of Mark

Develop a broad understanding of the text of Mark

Appreciate the value of Mark for teaching and preaching

TEXTBOOKS:

Stein, Robert. Mark. Baker Exegetical Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008.

Extra Credit Reading:

Witherington 111, Ben. A Week in the Fall of Jerusalem. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic,
2017.

The following textbook is optional:
Rasmussen, Carl G. Zondervan Atlas of the Bible. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010.
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COURSE TEACHING METHODOLOGY
This course will be taught via a combination of pedagogical methods, including but not
limited to the following: lectures, student assignments, small group work, computer
resources, textbook reviews, travel notes and journal, and student presentations. Both
inductive and deductive approaches to learning will be utilized.

WRITING STYLE GUIDE

Writing assignments should follow the NOBTS/Leavell College Manual of Form and Style
(revised August 2019). To access this manual on the seminary website, please use the following
link: https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf .

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Each student will prepare a critical introduction paper for Mark utilizing at least four
critical resources. The papers should be 3-5 pages (single-spaced) and cover authorship,
date, place of writing, audience, purpose, and any critical issues which arise in the
research. The critical introduction is due at the start of the trip Nov. 17, 2022. 25%

2. Each student will keep a travel log (journal) with notes on the sites, lectures, and
personal impressions. This journal or a copy is due by Dec. 5, 2022. 25%

3. Each student will submit a reading log statement regarding the Mark commentary. The
student will provide what percentage of the book was read and the date the reading was
completed. The reading is due by the end of the trip, Nov. 26, 2022. 15%

4. Each student will make a brief presentation to the class regarding site information
related to the sites being visited. Students should be able to present their information in
about five minutes. Assignments for sites will be given at the first meeting of the class. 15%

5. Each student will prepare a background study on one of the topics given below. The
student will select a topic of their choice in consultation with the professor and will write the
study. The background study should be 4-6 pages double-spaced. Students should

consult at least 5-8 critical sources for the topic under consideration. The background study is
due Dec. 31, 2022. 20%

The Role of Sabbath in the 1st Century

The Role of the Synagogue in the 1st Century
Jewish Feasts and Festivals

History of the Samaritans

Farming in the 1st Century

Marriage and Weddings

Slavery in the 1st Century

The Role of Women in 1st Century

Travel in the 1st Century



EVALUATION OF GRADE

Critical Introduction 25%
Travel Log (Journal) 25%
Reading Log 15%
Presentation(s) 15%
Background Study 20%

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Intensive Classes: Students are expected to attend and participate in the class sessions. Because
of the nature of the intensive, students who miss any portion of the class may receive a grade of
“F” for the course.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/- Email for general technical questions/support requests.

2. Selfserve@nobts.edu- Email technical questions/support requests with
the Selfserve.nobts.edu or My.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial
account, online transcript, Faculty portal, etc.)

3. Canvas@nobts.edu Click on the “Help” button for technical questions/support requests
regarding the NOBTS Canvas System. You can also email questions to
Canvas.nobts.edu / nobts.instructure.com.

4. Bluejeanshelpdesk@nobts.edu - Email technical questions/support requests
with Bluejeans and NOBTS Bluejeans classrooms (On and Off-Campus).

5. TelephoneHelpDesk@nobts.edu- Email technical questions/support requests with the
NOBTS Nextiva Phone system.

6. 504.816.8180 - Call for any technical questions/support requests. (Currently available
Mon-Thurs 7:00am-9:00pm & Fri 7:00-7:00pm Central Time).

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and
policies associated with plagiarism.
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COURSE SCHEDULE:

The class will meet after the Bible study on the first night to discuss meeting times for the rest of
the trip. Students should expect to meet nightly during the trip.

Due Dates for Assignments:

Critical Introduction 11/17/22

Travel Log (Journal) 12/5/22

Reading Log 11/26/22

Background Study 12/31/22
Extra Credit Reading

The student may earn a maximum of three (3) points extra credit to be added to the final average
by reading the book A Week in the Fall of Jerusalem by Ben Witherington III and writing a two
page, single spaced critique of the book. The critique is due by January 21, 2023. Points will be
deducted for critiques that are poorly written (bad grammar, etc.). By turning in a critique the
student affirms that he/she has read the entire book.
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