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I hope that you are as excited about the study of church history as | am! If not, | hope that my
enthusiasm will affect you positively. One of the reasons | love teaching is the opportunity to
relate to students. Please feel free to contact me by email or phone or to come by my office. |
want to help you in any way | can. Call me if you have a problem or a question. Do not wait
until it is too late for me to help! This syllabus is subject to minor, necessary, or beneficial
changes during the semester.

|. Mission Statement

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk
with Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Il. Course Description:

This course provides a general historical survey of the Christian movement from the
Protestant Reformation to the present. Attention is given to significant ideas,
individuals, movements, and institutions in the development of Christianity during the
Reformation and modern periods.

I1l. Student Learning Outcomes:

e The student demonstrates an understanding of significant individuals, movements,
institutions, and theological concepts in the history of Christianity.

¢ The student demonstrates an ability to apply principles learned from the study of the
history of Christianity to church and ministry today.

¢ The student demonstrates an ability to communicate understanding and application of
principles learned from the study of the history of Christianity.

IV. Required Texts:

There are two required textbooks for this class:

Justo Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, vol. 2, The Reformation to the Present Day, rev.
ed. (New York: HarperOne, 2010).

Henry Bettensen and Chris Maunder, eds., Documents of the Christian Church. 4th ed.
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2011).

There will be additional required reading from primary sources that are available on the
Internet.
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V. Requirements:

A. Tests: There will be six (6) unit exams, each worth 25 points, given online throughout
the semester. The lowest grade will be dropped. The dates for the tests are:

Unit 1: September 12
Unit 2: October 10
Unit 3: October 24
Unit 4: November 7
Unit 5: November 14
Unit 6: December 5

B. Assigned Reading: Students are expected to read the assigned pages listed for each
unit. Your reading will be reported online. You will report the percentage completed (in
20% increments) of the assigned reading for each unit. Each report is worth up to 5
points.

An additional 5 point bonus will be awarded to students who have completed all the
assigned reading by December 5. This allows you to catch up on reading you have
missed during the semester. You will have an opportunity to report your bonus reading
online.

C. Book Review of a Biography: Each student will read and review a biography of a
subject located within the parameters of the Reformation and modern eras of the
church. Suggested subjects are listed below, and suggested biographies are included
in the Selected Bibliography. Other books are allowed with the permission of the
professor.

The Book Review should be between six to eight double-spaced typewritten pages in
length and contain:

(1) a bibliographical entry at the top of the first text page of the review;

(2) a brief biographical sketch of the author;

(3) a summary of the contents of the entire book;

(4) an evaluation of the impact of this person’s life and ministry on the student’s
personal life and ministry.

All quotations and direct references to sections in the book should be indicated by
page numbers within parentheses. Citations or paraphrases from other sources should
be noted and documented using either footnotes or endnotes. Book Review of the
Biography is due on September 26.

Suggested subjects are:

Martin Luther Henry VIII
Ulrich Zwingli Thomas More
John Calvin Thomas Cranmer

Michael Servetus
Martin Bucer
Michael Sattler
Balthasar Hubmaier
Menno Simons
William Tyndale
John Knox

Jacob Arminius

Teresa of Avila
Ignatius Loyola
Francis Xavier
Matteo Ricci
Blaise Pascal
René Descartes
John Locke
Immanuel Kant



Philipp Jakob Spener
August Hermann Francke
Count Zinzendorf

The Tennant Family
Theodore Frelinghuysen
Jonathan Edwards
David Brainerd

George Whitefield

John Wesley

Charles Wesley

Barton Stone

Charles Finney

Joseph Smith

Lott Carey

David Livingstone

C.T. Studd

Hudson Taylor
Frederick Douglass
Harriet Tubman

Booker T. Washington

George Washington Carver
Friedrich Schleiermacher
Albert Schweitzer

Soren Kierkegaard

Karl Barth

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
William and Catherine Booth
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
C.S. Lewis

D. L. Moody

Billy Sunday

Eric Liddell

William Seymour

Aimee Semple McPherson
Billy Graham

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Mother Theresa

Pope John Paul Il

Richard Wurmbrand

The Auca missionaries

Book Review of a Movement or Event: Each student will read and review a book
written about a movement or event located within the parameters of the Reformation
and modern eras of the church. Suggested books are included in the Selected
Bibliography. Other books are allowed with the permission of the professor.

See above for instructions about this Book Review of a Movement or Event, which is

due on October 31.

VI. Writing Assistance

NOBTS Writing Center: Students have access to Write Stuff, the NOBTS Writing Center.
Information about the Writing Center and the process for submitting papers can be found at
http://www.nobts.edu/writing. The writing center staff will review the paper and work with the
student as necessary to improve it before the final paper is submitted. Working with the
writing center should help you in all of your academic writing, as well as help you produce

an excellent biography for this course.

NOBTS Style Guide: A copy of the approved NOBTS Style Guide can be found in the
course Canvas shell, or can be located online at the Writing Center’s page on the seminary
website at: https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf

VII. Submission of Assignments

1.

The Unit Exams, Reading Reports, and Discussion Threads will be conducted on
Canvas. Unit Tests and Reading Reports are under each respective unit. The
Discussion Question is located in its assigned week.

You will submit the Book Reviews under Assignments.


http://www.nobts.edu/writing
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3. Please do not send your assignments to me as email attachments unless | request you
to do so or unless there is a compelling reason. My Inbox fills up pretty quickly with
attachments, and then | have to shift them over to the proper location.

VIII. Attendance

Traditional and NOLA2U Classes: Students are expected to attend and participate in the
class sessions. Any student missing more than nine hours may receive an automatic grade
of “F” for the course. Three tardies will count as one absence.

IX. Penalties:

Unit Exams & Reading Reports: Unit Exams and Reading Reports must be submitted by
the date of the unit completion. After the deadline, Unit Exams and Reading Reports will
NOT be re-opened. One unit exam grade will be dropped.

Discussions: Failure to participate adequately in the Discussion Board and to do so in a
timely manner will affect the amount of points awarded.

Tardiness: A late written assignment will be assessed a 10 percent penalty if it is
submitted after the deadline and a 20 percent penalty after five days. After one week
past the deadline, the penalties become very severe.

Plagiarism: New Orleans Baptist Seminary maintains high academic standards and
is not tolerant of plagiarism. If you copy another author’s work and present it as
your own, you will be caught, and the penalty could be failure on that assignment or
the course or expulsion from the Seminary.

X. Possible Points & Grading Scale:

Possible Points Grading Scale

Reading: 30 pts. A = 237-255 pts.
Tests (5 x 25): 125 pts. B = 217-236 pts.
1% Book Review: 60 pts. C = 196-216 pts.
2" Book Review: 60 pts. D = 178-195 pts.

F =177- 0 pts.
255 pts.

XI. NOLA2U FLEX

If you are taking this course as a NOLA2U Flex student, please note the following
attendance policies:

1. You are required to be in class either through viewing the lectures live or viewing the
recorded lectures on Canvas. When you view the recorded lecture, you will be considered
present for that class. Regardless of if you watch the class live or recorded, you are only
allowed to miss the amount of class time specified in the NOBTS attendance policy as
stated in this syllabus.

2. You will be asked to certify that you have been present for the live session or have viewed
the recorded session. This certification will be done through [assignment by professor]
after having watched the class live or viewing the recorded session.



3. Allvideo lectures are available for 7 days after the video is posted. If you are unable to view
the video within that time frame, you will be considered absent for that class session.

4. Technical issues will not be considered a valid reason for missing a lecture.

XIl. Emergency Plan

In case of hurricane or any other emergency, go to the seminary web site for
information: www.nobts.edu

The administration will communicate information that relates to the seminary: the
nature of the emergency, instructions for responses, evacuation, contingency plans,
duration of the emergency, and plans to return to campus and/or resume the schedule.

Also, check Canvas for instructions related to this class. Because this class is
available on Canvas as well as in the classroom, there should be minimal disruption
unless the emergency affects electrical power and connection to the Internet.

In any emergency, communication is important, and our best means of staying
connected is through the seminary’s web site and Canvas.

Xlll. Need technical assistance? Contact the ITC today!

Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with
the Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online
transcript, etc.)

Canvas@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests to this email.

ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.
504.816.8180 - Call for any technical questions/support requests.

www.NOBTS.edul/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.
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XIV. COURSE SCHEDULE

Week Date Daily Topics Assignments Due
Week 1 Aug Background to G: Chapters 1-3
15 Reformation B: Ninety-five Theses, Leipzig Disputation,
Martin Luther Diet of Worms
(begin)
Week 2 Aug Martin Luther G: Chapter 4
22 (conclude) B: Two Treatises,
Short Catechism,
The Confession of Augsburg
Week 3 Aug Ulrich Zwingli G: Chapters 5-6
29
Anabaptists
(begin)
LABOR Sept 5
DAY
Week 4 Sept Anabaptists Unit One Assignments
12 (conclude) Schleitheim Confession
http://baptiststudiesonline.com/wp-
content/uploads/2007/02/the-schleitheim-confession-
2.pdf
Week 5 Sept John Calvin G: Chapter 7
19 B: Institutes of the Christian Religion
Week 6 Sept English Book Review of the Biography
26 Reformation & G: Chapters 8, 18
Dissent B: Supremacy Act 1534,
Supremacy Act 1559,
Scottish Act of Uniformity
Reformation B: Westminster Confession of Faith, The Clarendon
Code
FALL Oct 3
BREAK
Week 7 Oct 10 | Catholic Unit Two Assighments
Reformation G: Chapter 12, 19
B: The Jesuits,
Thirty Years War | The Council of Trent,
The Tridentine Profession
Jacob Arminius | G: Chapters 9-11, 13, 14-17, 20-21
B: Peace of Augsburg,
Edict of Nantes,
Peace of Westphalia
B: Arminianism
Week 8 Oct 17 | God’s Election & | G: Chapter 22
Human Free Will | B: Deistic Controversy
Age of
Enlightenment
Week 9 Oct 24 | Pietism Unit Three Assignments

John Wesley

G: Chapters 23-24
John Wesley’s Conversion
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/journal.vi.ii.xvi.html
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Week 10 | Oct 31 Christianity in | Book Review of a Movement or Event
Early America | G: Chapter 25
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”
First Great http://www.ccel.org/ccel/ledwards/sermons.sinners.htmi
Awakening
Week 11 | Nov 7 Religious Unit Four Assignments
Liberty G: Chapters 26-27, 33
2nd & 3rd
Great
Awakenings
New
Religions
Global
Expansion
Week 12 | Nov 14 Modern Unit Five Assignments
European G: Chapters 28, 31, 35
Christianity B: Resistance in Nazi Germany
THANKS | Nov. 21
GIVING
BREAK
Week 13 | Nov 28 Modern G: Chapter 36
American ‘I Have a Dream”
Christianity Martin Luther King | Have a Dream Speech -
American Rhetoric
Billy Graham, New York, 1957 (Optional)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aZoqlwHsdM
FINALS | Dec 5 Unit Six Assighments
WEEK
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Teems, David. Tyndale: The Man Who Gave God an English Voice.

Kyle, Richard. The Ministry of John Knox Pastor, Preacher, and Prophet.

Reid, W. Stanford. Trumpeter of God : a biography of John Knox.

MacGregor, Geddes. The Thundering Scot.

Bangs, Carl. Arminius: A Study in the Dutch Reformation.

Bowle, John. Henry VIII: A Biography.

Routh, Enid M.G. Thomas More and His Friends: 1477-1535.



Pollard, A.F. Thomas Cranmer and the English Reformation : 1489-1556.
David Loades, Mary Tudor (2006)

John Guy, ed., The Reign of Elizabeth | (1995)

Wallace MacCaffrey, Elizabeth | (1993)

Teresa of Avila. The Autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila.

Ignaius of Loyola. A Pilgrim's Journey: The Autobiography of St. Ignatius of Loyola.
Kelly, M.T. A Life of Saint Francis Xavier.

McLean, Mary. Life of Francis Xavier, Apostle of the Indies.

Hsia, R. Po-chia. A Jesuit in the Forbidden City : Matteo Ricci 1552-1610.
Bishop, Morris. Pascal: The Life of a Genius.

Mortimer, Ernest. Blaise Pascal : the life and work of a realist.

Hazelton, Roger. Blaise Pascal : the genius of his thought.

Vrooman, Jack Rochford. René Descartes : a biography.

Mabbott, J. D. John Locke.

Aaron, Richard I. John Locke.

Goldmann, Lucien. Immanuel Kant.

Yoder, Peter James. Pietism and the sacraments : the life and theology of August Hermann
Francke.

Weinlick, John Rudolf. Count Zinzendorf : the story of his life and leadership in the Renewed
Moravian Church.

Piper, John. Captive to glory : celebrating the vision and influence of Jonathan Edwards.

Brainerd, David and Jonathan Edwards. The Life and Diary of David Brainerd: With Notes and
Reflections.

Schwenk, James L. George Whitefield : a guided tour of his life and thought.
Pollock, John. George Whitefield and the Great Awakening.
Tomkins, Stephen. John Wesley: A Biography.

Dallimore, Arnold A. A heart set free : the life of Charles Wesley.



Williams, D. Newell. Barton Stone : a spiritual biography.

Drummond, Lewis A. Charles Grandison Finney and the birth of modern evangelism.

Edman, V. Raymond. Finney lives on : the man, his revival methods, and his message.

Wright, G. Frederick. Charles Grandison Finney.

Brodie, Fawn McKay. No man knows my history : the life of Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet.
Fitts, Leroy. Lott Carey.

Anstruther, lan. Dr. Livingstone, | presume?

Grubb, Norman P. C. T. Studd : athlete and pioneer.

Pollock, John. Hudson Taylor and Maria : pioneers in China.

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass.

Sojourner Truth. The Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A Northern Slave.
Booker T. Washington. Up from Slavery.

William Federer. George Washington Carver: His Life & Faith in His Own Words

Linda McMurry Edwards, George Washington Carver, Scientist and Symbol (1989)

Andre E. Johnson, The Forgotten Prophet: Bishop Henry McNeal Turner and the African
American Prophetic Tradition

Daniel Alexander Payne. Recollection of Seventy Years.

Thabiti Anyabwile, The Faithful Preacher: Recapturing the Vision of Three Pioneering African-
American Pastors

William Seymour, The Great Azusa Street Revival: The Life and Sermons of William Seymour
Synan Vinson, William J. Seymour: Pioneer of the Azusa Street Revival
Adam Clayton Powell Sr., Against the Tide: An Autobiography

Adam Clayton Powell Jr., Adam by Adam: The Autobiography of Adam Clayton Powell Jr.

Clements, K. W. Friedrich Schleiermacher : pioneer of modern theology.

Evans, C. Stephen. Kierkegaard : an introduction.

Galli, Mark. Karl Barth: An Introductory Biography for Evangelicals

Metaxas, Eric. Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2010.

Craig Slane, Bonhoeffer as Martyr (2004)



Collier, Richard. The general next to God / the story of William Booth and the Salvation Army.
Dallimore, Arnold A. Spurgeon.

Fullerton, W.Y. Charles Spurgeon: A Biography.

McGrath, Alister. C.S. Lewis: Eccentric Genius, Reluctant Prophet.

Downing, David. C.S. Lewis: The Most Reluctant Convert.

Poe, Harry. The Making of C. S. Lewis.

Sayer, George. Jack, C.S. Lewis and his times.

Moody, William R. The Life of Dwight L. Moody.

Gundry, Stanley N. Love them in : the life and theology of D. L. Moody.

Pollock, John. Moody.

Thomas, Lee. The Billy Sunday story.

Ellis, William T. "Billy" Sunday : the man and his message.

Keddie, John W. Running the race : Eric Liddell-- Olympic champion and missionary.
Magnusson, Sally. The flying Scotsman.

Bahr, Robert. Least of all saints : the story of Aimee Semple McPherson.

Grant Wacker, America’s Pastor (2014)

Grant Wacker, One Soul at a Time: The Story of Billy Graham (2019)

Martin, William. A prophet with honor : the Billy Grahman story.

Graham, Billy. Just as | am : the autobiography of Billy Graham.

Howard Thurman, With Head and Heart: The Autobiography of Howard Thurman
Paul Harvey, Howard Thurman and the Disinherited: A Religious Biography
Martin Luther King Jr., The Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr.

Lincoln, C. Eric. Martin Luther King, Jr. : a profile.

John R. Lewis, Across that Bridge: Life Lessons and a Vision for Change

John R. Lewis, Walking with the Wind: Memoir of a Movement

John M. Perkins, Let Justice Roll Down



Le Joly, Edward. Mother Teresa of Calcutta : a biography.

Perry, Tim, ed. The legacy of John Paul Il : an evangelical assessment.
Wurmbrand, Richard. Tortured for Christ.

MacKenzie, Catherine. A voice in the dark : the story of Richard Wurmbrand.
Elliot, Elisabeth. Shadow of the Almighty : the life & testament of Jim Elliot.

Saint, Steve. End of the Spear.

Reformation & Modern Movements & Events

McGrath, Alister. Reformation Thought.

Estep, William R. Renaissance & Reformation.

Steinmetz, David C. Reformers in the Wings: From Geiler von Kaysersberg to Theodore Beza.
Estep, William R. The Anabaptist Story.

Gordon, Bruce. John Calvin’s “Institutes of the Christian Religion”: A Biography.

McNeill, John T. The History and Character of Calvinism.

Dickens, Arthur G. The English Reformation.

Rebecca VanDoodewaard, Reformation Women.

O’Malley, John. The First Jesuits.

O’Malley, John. Trent and All That: Renaming Catholicism in the Early Modern Era.

Byrne, James M. Religion and the Enlightenment: From Descartes to Kant.

Witham, Larry. City Upon a Hill: How Sermons Changed the Course of American History.
Chadwick, Owen. The Church in the Cold War.

Cragg, Gerald R. The Church and the Age of Reason, 1648-1749.

Vidler, Alec R. The Church in an Age of Revolution.

McLeod, Hugh. The Decline of Christendom in Western Europe, 1750-2000.

Paul Harvey. Through the storm, through the night a history of African American Christianity.
Gates, Henry Gates, Jr. The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This Is Our Song.

Marsden, George M. Fundamentalism and American Culture.

Marty, Martin E. Pilgrims in Their Own Land: 500 Years of Religion in America. 1984.



Raboteau, Albert J. Slave Religion: The ‘Invisible Institution’ in the Antebellum South.

Synan, Vinson. The Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition: Charismatic Movements in the Twentieth
Century.



