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NEW ORLEANS New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY Biblical Studies Division
RSRE Y T Fall 2021; Thursday 6:00-8:50 pm (NOLA2U Flex)

Dr. Jonathan Patterson

Adjunct Instructor in Old Testament & Hebrew
HSC 217C

504-816-8171 (office); 251-259-8145 (cell)
jpatterson@nobts.edu

Mission Statement
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Course Description

A thorough study of the book of Exodus through verse-by-verse and paragraph-by-paragraph
analysis, comparison of various English versions, consideration of pertinent historical and
cultural issues, along with consultation of comprehensive commentaries. The course will
emphasize proper methods for discovering the meaning of a text and applying it in teaching and
preaching. This course has two prerequisites: Exploring the Old Testament and Introduction to
Biblical Hermeneutics.

Student Learning Outcomes
In this course, students should:
1. Understand the historical setting, theological themes, and interpretive issues of the
book of Exodus.
2. Value the contribution of Exodus to the theological background of preaching/teaching
in the local church.
3. Explain certain historical, thematic, and literary issues found in the book of Exodus.
4. Be able to supply a summary analysis of any assigned section of Exodus
demonstrating interaction with historical-grammatical exegesis and narrative reading.

Textbooks and Resources
Longman, Tremper, lll. How to Read Exodus. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009.
Sarna, Nahum M. Exploring Exodus: The Origins of Biblical Israel. New York: Schocken,
1996.
Stuart, Douglas K. Exodus. New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman &
Holman, 2006.
Any modern English translation of the Bible (NASB, NIV, ESV, CSB, etc.)

Course Teaching Methodology

This course is primarily lecture-driven, though students are required to participate via regular
interaction with the lecture materials as well as individual presentations and other learning
assignments.



Course Requirements

1. Commentary Reading Summaries (15%): All reading assignments should be completed
prior to the start of each class period so that students may actively participate in all class
discussions. Additionally, students will provide a brief summary of the reading for each week
by way of a narrative outline, highlighting major arguments and supplemental information for
each reading section. (1/2 page each)

2. Discussion Board Posts (20%): Students will participate in weekly discussion boards
addressing a specific topic from the readings in the Sarna and Longman texts. These posts
are designed to engage students in matters of exegesis and application.

3. Book Review (20%): Students will submit a critical book review of one of the books listed
below. The review should be 6-8 pages, double-spaced, consisting of no more than 3-4
pages of summary and at least 3-4 pages of critical evaluation. The book review is due by
October 14.

Dever, William G. Who Were the Early Israelites and Where Did They Come From?
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003.

Hoffmeier, James K. Israel in Egypt: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus
Tradition. New York: Oxford, 1996.

Hoffmeier, James K. Ancient Israel in Sinai: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the
Wilderness Tradition. New York: Oxford, 2005.

Janzen, Mark D., ed. Five Views on the Exodus: Historicity, Chronology, and Theological
Implications. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2021.

4. Research Questions (15%): Students will complete three (3) research questions throughout
the semester related to the book of Exodus and the exodus event itself. Responses to each
guestion should be a minimum of 3-4 pages, double-spaced 12-point Times New Roman
font and include no less than five critical sources (critical commentaries, biblical
dictionaries/encyclopedias, etc.). Students should take care to ensure that their responses
are well-written, adhering to Turabian 8th edition for formatting and footnoting, and well-
developed. Each response should include a bibliography but no title page is necessary.

September 9 Discuss the arguments for the early and late dates of the exodus.
October 21 What is the significance of theophany in the Pentateuch, as a whole,
and theophany in the book of Exodus, specifically?

November 14 What is the Book of the Covenant?

5. Exegetical Paper (30%): Students will select a passage to exegete from the book of Exodus
of no fewer than 10 verses and no more than 25 verses. Exegetical papers should be 18-22
pages, double-spaced 12-point Times New Roman, written in accordance with Turabian 8th
edition and will be submitted no later than December 2. The paper should include the
following:

a. Title page
b. Background Issues
i. Historical context
ii. Impact on the message/understanding of the text
c. A word study
i. Key word from the passage and,
ii. Its importance for the message/understanding of the text
d. Literary analysis
i. Relevant literary features (prose/poetry, parallelism, chiasm, etc.)
ii. How does this passage fit into the broader context of the book?




e. Detailed explanation/interpretation of the text
i. Refrain from using commentaries
ii. Provide your own explanation/interpretation (paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-
by-verse)
f. Conclusion/Implications
i. Summation of your findings
ii. Application for the modern Church
g. Bibliography
i.  Minimum of 20 critical sources

Late Work: Late assignments will be assessed a penalty of ten (10) points each day after the
due date. No assignments will be accepted after December 2.

Evaluation of Grade
The student's grade will be computed as follows:
Commentary Reading Summaries 15%

Discussion Board Posts 20%
Book Review 20%
Research Questions 15%
Exegetical Paper 30%

Technical Assistance

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript,
etc.)

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.

Attendance and Classroom Etiquette

Students are expected to attend all class meetings; however, your professor recognizes that
absences are sometimes necessary and/or unavoidable. NOBTS policy mandates that students
may miss no more than nine hours of class meetings for a 3-hour class. That means that only
three absences are allowed for this class; a student who misses more than three class periods
will not receive credit for this course. Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period,
so students who arrive significantly tardy may be counted absent for the entire class.

Students are also expected to be respectful of their classmates in any online discussion and
interaction. Any student who repeatedly demonstrates a lack of respect for classmates or the
professors may be required to meet with the professors and the Dean of Students and could be
subject to removal from the class.

NOLA2U Flex Students
If you are taking this course as a NOLA2U Flex student, please note the following attendance
policies:

1. You are required to be in class either through viewing the lectures live or viewing the
recorded lectures on Blackboard. When you view the recorded lecture, you will be
considered present for that class. Regardless of if you watch the class live or recorded,
you are only allowed to miss the amount of class time specified in the NOBTS




attendance policy as stated in the graduate catalog. (See "Absences" category in the
website catalog at https://catalog.nobts.edu/generalinfo/academicpolicies.)

2. You will be asked to certify that you have been present for the live session or have
viewed the recorded session. This certification will be done through a brief discussion
guestion after having watched the class live or viewing the recorded session.

3. Allvideo lectures are available for seven (7) days after the video is posted. If you are
unable to view the video within that time frame, you will be considered absent for that
class session.

4. Technical issues will not be considered a valid reason for missing a lecture.

Writing Style Guide
A copy of the approved NOBTS Style Guide can be found in the course Blackboard shell, or can

be located online at the Writing Center’s page on the seminary website at:
https://www.nobts.edu/ resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better

writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments
NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in

expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and

policies associated with plagiarism.

Course Schedule

Date Topic Reading Assignments
Svllabus Overview NAC: 19-52 NAC Reading Summary;
Aug 20 In)':roduction t0 Exodus Sarna: 1-14 Discussion Board
Longman: 1-49 (due Sunday, Aug 23)
Exodus 1:1-2:25
Aug 27 Oppression in Israel and the NAC: 53-104 NAC Reading Summary;
9 Birth of Moses Sarna: 15-37 Discussion Board
Longman: 51-67
The Call of Moses and his First Exod.us 3:1-7:7 NAC Reading Summary;
Sept 2 . : NAC: 105-82 ! .
Audience with Pharaoh ; Discussion Board
Sarna: 38-62
Exodus 7:8-10:29 NAC Reading Summary;
Sept 9 | The First Nine Plagues NAC:183-261 Discussion Board;
Sarna: 63-80 Research Question 1
Exodus 11:1-13:16
Sept 16 The Tenth Plague and the NAC: 261-318 NAC Reading Summary;
P Passover Sarna: 81-102 Discussion Board
Longman: 68-82
Exodus 13:17-17:16
Sept 24 The Exodus Begins . . . and the NAC: 319-401 NAC Reading Summary;
P Complaints Quickly Follow Sarna: 103-29 Discussion Board



https://catalog.nobts.edu/generalinfo/academicpolicies
https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf

Longman: 83-92

Arrival at Sinai and the Ten Exodus 18:1-20:26

NAC Reading Summary;

Sept 30 NAC: 401-73 . i
Commandments Sarna: 130-57 Discussion Board
Longman: 93-119
FALL BREAK (Oct 4-8)
Exodus 21:1-23:33 NAC Reading Summary;
Oct 14 | The Book of the Covenant NAC: 473-551 Discussion Board;
Sarna: 158-89 Book Review
Exodus 24:1-27:21 . ]
How Israel is to Worship: The NAC: 551-601 NAC Re_admg Summary,
Oct 21 ) Discussion Board;
Tabernacle Sarna: 190-215 Research Question 2
Longman: 120-30
How Israel is to Worship: The Exodus 28:1-31:18 .
Oct 28 Priests NAC: 601-56 NAC Reading Summary
A Sign of Things to Come: The Exod.us 32:1-34:35 NAC Reading Summary;
Nov 4 NAC: 657-744 . .
Golden Calf ) Discussion Board
Sarna: 215-20
Exodus 35:1-39:43 . ]
Nov 11 | Construction of the Tabernacle NAC: 744-85 NAC Rgadmg Summary;
i Discussion Board
Longman: 131-142
Exodus 40:1-38 NAC Reading Summary;
Nov 18 $Eg g?:rergﬁgiggmﬂfted and | \AC:785-94 Discussion Board
y Longman: 143-81 Research Question 3
THANKSGIVING BREAK (Nov 22-26)
Dec 2 No Class (Final Exam date) Exegetical Paper




SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Old Testament Introductions

Anderson, Bernhard. Understanding the Old Testament. 4th ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.:
Prentice Hall, 1997.

Anderson, George Wishart. A Critical Introduction to the Old Testament. Studies in Theology.
London: Duckworth, 1959.

Archer, Gleason L., Jr. Survey of Old Testament Introduction. Rev. and expanded. Chicago:
Moody Press, 2007.

Arnold, Bill T. and B. E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey. Dallas:
Baker, 1999.

Atwell, James E. Sources of the Old Testament: A Guide to the Religious Thought of the Old
Testament in Context. London: T. & T. Clark, 2004

Baker, David W. and Bill T. Arnold, eds. The Face of Old Testament Studies: A Survey of
Contemporary Approaches. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1999.

Bandstra, Barry L. Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Belmont,
C.A.: Wadsworth Publishing, 2004.

Benjamin, Don C. The Old Testament Story: An Introduction. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2004.
Bentzen, Aage. Introduction to the Old Testament. 3d ed. Copenhagen: G. E. C. Gads, 1957.

Beyer, Bryan E. and Bill T. Arnold. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1998.

Birch, Bruce C., et al. A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament. Nashville: Abingdon,
1999.

Boadt, Lawrence. Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction. New York: Paulist Press, 1984.
Brettler, Marc Zvi. How to Read the Bible. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2005.
Brevard S. Childs, Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979.

Brueggemann, Walter. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian
Imagination. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2003.

, ed. New Interpreter's Bible Old Testament Survey. New York: Abingdon Press,
2006.

Cartledge, Samuel A. A Conservative Introduction to the Old Testament. Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1944



Childs, Brevard S. Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979.

Coggins, Richard J. Introducing the Old Testament. Oxford Bible. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1990.

Collins, John Joseph. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2004.
. Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Philadelphia: Augsburg Fortress, 2007.

Coogan, Michael D. Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew
Scriptures. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005.

. Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007.

Davies, Philip R. and John W. Rogerson. Old Testament World. Louisville: Westminster John
Knox, 2006.

Dillard, Raymond B. and Tremper Longman. An Introduction to the Old Testament. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

Drane, John W. Introducing the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress, 2001.

Driver, S. R. Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament. 9th ed. Gloucester: Oxford,
1972.

Dyer, Charles H. and Eugene H. Merrill. Nelson's Old Testament Survey. Nashville: Thomas
Nelson, 2001.

Dumbrell, William J. Faith of Israel: A Theological Survey of the Old Testament. Dallas: Baker,
2002.

Eissfeldt, Otto. The Old Testament: An Introduction. New York: Harper & Row, 1965.

Flanders Jr., Henry J., Robert W. Crapps, and David A. Smith. People of the Covenant: An
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Fohrer, Georg. Introduction to the Old Testament. Translated by David Green. London: SPCK,
1970.

Goldingay, John. An Introduction to the Old Testament: Exploring Text, Approaches and Issues.
Downder Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2015.

Gottwald, Norman K. Hebrew Bible: A Socio-Literary Introduction. Philadelphia: Augsburg
Fortress, 2002.

Harrison, R K. Introduction to the Old Testament. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1979.
Hayes, John Haralson. An Introduction to Old Testament Study. New York: Abingdon, 1979.

Hess, Richard S. The Old Testament: A Historical, Theological, and Critical Introduction. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2016.



Hill, Andrew E. and John H. Walton. A Survey of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2000.

Hostetter, Edwin C. Old Testament Introduction. IBR Bibliographies. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1995.

House, Paul R. Old Testament Survey. Nashville: Broadman Holman, 1992.

House, Paul R. and Eric Mitchell. Old Testament Survey. 2d ed. Nashville: Broadman Holman,
2007.

Kaiser, Otto. Introduction to the Old Testament. [S.l.]: Blackwell, 1975.
. The Old Testament Apocrypha: An Introduction. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2004.
LaSor, William Sanford, David Allan Hubbard, and Frederic William Bush. Old Testament
Survey: The Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids:

Eerdmans, 1996.

Matthews, Victor H. and James C. Moyer. The Old Testament: Text and Context. Peabody:
Hendrickson Pubs, 1997.

McKenzie, Steven L. and M Patrick Graham. The Hebrew Bible Today: An Introduction to
Critical Issues. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Pr, 1998.

McKenzie, Steven L. and John Kaltner. Old Testament: Its Background, Growth, and Content.
New York: Abingdon, 2007.

Mendenhall, George E. and Gary A. Herion, eds. Ancient Israel's Faith and History: An
Introduction to the Bible in Context. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001.

Merrill, Eugene H. Historical Survey of the Old Testament. Dallas: Baker, 1992.

Oesterly, W O E., and Theodore Henry Robinson. An Introduction to the Books of the Old
Testament. New York: Meridian, 1958.

Rendtorff, Rolf. The Old Testament: An Introduction. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.

Sandmel, Samuel. Hebrew Scriptures: An Introduction to their Literature and Religious ldeas.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978.

Schmidt, Werner H. Old Testament Introduction. 2d ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox,
2000.

Schultz, Samuel. Old Testament Speaks: A Complete Survey of Old Testament History and
Literature. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1999.

Schultz, Samuel and Gary V. Smith. Exploring the Old Testament. Wheaton, I.L.: Crossway
Books, 2001.



Sellin, Ernst. Introduction to the Old Testament. New York: Abingdon, 1968.

Soggin, J Alberto. Introduction to the Old Testament. Old Testament Library. Louisville:
Westminster/John Knox, 1989.

Steinmann, Andrew E., ed. Called to be God's People: An Introduction to the Old Testament.
Eugene, O.R.: Wipf and Stock, 2006.

Steussy, Marti J. Chalice Introduction to the Old Testament. St. Louis: Chalice, 2003.

Vriezen, T. C. and A. S. van der Woude. Ancient Israelite and Early Jewish Literature. Leiden:
Brill, 2005.

Old Testament History

Albrecht, Alt. Essays on Old Testament History and Religion. Sheffield: Oxford/Sheffield, 1989.

Albertz, Rainer. A History of Israelite Religion in the Old Testament. Old Testament Library. 2
vols. Edited by James L. Mays, Carol A. Newson, and David L. Petersen. Translated by
John Bowden. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1994.

Arnold, Bill T. and Brent A Strawn, eds. The World around the Old Testament: The People and
Places of the Ancient Near East. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2016.

Benjamin, Don C. and Victor H. Matthews. Old Testament Parallels: Laws and Stories from the
Ancient Near East. New York: Paulist Press, 1997.

Briant, Pierre. From Cyrus to Alexander: A History of the Persian Empire. Translated by Peter T.
Daniels. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2002.

Bright, John. A History of Israel. 4th ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2000.

Hayes, John H. and J. M. Miller, eds. Israelite and Judean History. Philadelphia: Westminster,
1977.

Hoffmeier, James K. Israel in Egypt: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus Tradition.
Oxford: Oxford Press, 1997

Kitchen, Kenneth A. On the Reliability of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003.
Merrill, Eugene H. Kingdom of Priests: A History of Old Testament Israel. Dallas: Baker, 1997.

Miller, J. M. and J. H. Hayes. A History of Ancient Israel and Judah. Philadelphia: Westminster,
1986.

Noth, Martin. The History of Israel. London: A. & C. Black, 1965.

Provan, lain, V. Phillips Long, and Tremper Longman Ill. A Biblical History of Israel. Louisville:
Westminster,2003.



10

Wellhausen, Julius. Prolegomena to the History of Ancient Israel. Translated by J. S. Black and
A. Menzies. 1885. Repr., Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2003.

Old Testament Theologies

Anderson, Bernhard W. Contours of Old Testament Theology. Philadelphia: Augsburg Fortress,
1999.

Childs, Brevard S. Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context. Philadelphia: Augsburg
Fortress, 1990.

Dyrness, William A. Themes in Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,
1980.

Eichrodt, Walter. Theology of the Old Testament. 2 vols. Translated by J. A. Baker.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1961-1967.

Goldingay, John E. Old Testament Theology. 2 vols. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,
2003-2006.

Hasel, Gerhard F., Elmer A. Martens, and Ben C. Ollenburger. The Flowering of Old Testament
Theology: A Reader in 20th-Century Old Testament Theology, 1930-1990. Sources for
Biblical and Theological Study 1. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1992.

House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Kaiser, Walter C. Toward an Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991.

Preuss, Horst Dietrich, and Leo G. Perdue. Old Testament Theology. Old Testament Library. 2
vols. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1995.

Rendtorff, Rolf, and Margaret Kohl. Canon and Theology: Overtures to an Old Testament
Theology. Overtures to biblical theology. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1993.

Sailhamer, John. Introduction to Old Testament Theology: A Canonical Approach. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.

Smith, Ralph L. Old Testament Theology: Its History, Method, and Message. Nashville:
Broadman & Holman, 1993.

von Rad, Gerhard. Old Testament Theology. 2 vols. Translated by D. M. G. Stalker. 1962.
Repr., Peabody, Mass.: Prince Press, 2005.

Waltke, Bruce K. and Charles Yu. Old Testament Theology: An Exegetical, Canonical, and
Thematic Approach. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007.

The Exodus and the Book of Exodus

Childs, Brevard. The Book of Exodus. Old Testament Library. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1974.



11
Dever, William. Who Were the Early Israelites and Where Did They Come From? Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2003.

Dozeman, Thomas B. Exodus. Eerdmans Critical Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2009.

Durham, John |. Exodus. Word Biblical Commentary 3. Waco: Word, Inc., 1987.

Finkelstein, Israel and Amihai Mazar. The Quest for the Historical Israel. Atlanta: Society of
Biblical Literature, 2007.

Fretheim, Terence E. Exodus. Interpretation. Louisville: John Knox, 1991.

Hoffmeier, James K. Israel in Egypt: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus Tradition.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.

. Ancient Israel in Sinai: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Wilderness Tradition.
New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.

Janzen, Mark D., ed. Five Views on the Exodus: Historicity, Chronology, and Theological
Implications. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2021.

Kass, Leon R. Founding God's Nation: Reading Exodus. New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 2021.

Longman, Tremper, Ill. How to Read Exodus. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2009.

Propp, William H. C. Exodus 1-18. The Anchor Bible. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,
1999.

. Exodus 19-40. The Anchor Bible. New York: Doubleday, 2006.

Sarna, Nahum. Exodus. JPS Torah Commentary. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society,
1991.

. Exploring Exodus: The Origins of Biblical Israel. New York: Schocken, 1996.

Stuart, Douglas K. Exodus. New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2006.



