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NOBTS MISSION STATEMENT:
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the literature of the New Testament by
means of studying both the Biblical text and the historical and cultural factors that shaped it. The
historical background, certain aspects of contemporary scholarship, and especially the themes
and general teachings of the New Testament books will be discussed.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
This course seeks to realize the following in student learning:
1. The student should understand thoroughly New Testament history, background, and canon,
and the NT teachings on selected NT themes.
2. The student should be able to apply adequately New Testament history, background, and
canon, and selected New Testament themes to contemporary church needs.
3. The student should be able to communicate clearly New Testament history, background,
and canon, and selected New Testament themes to a contemporary audience.

COURSE TEACHING METHODS:
1. The primary method of instruction in the course will be by way of class lectures, media
clips, discussions, and other resources that will be mentioned during the class.
2. The readings will be evaluated by quizzes at the beginning of the class periods.
3. Written assignments and tests will also be used to provide students with an opportunity to
assimilate the course material and demonstrate competency in the subject matter.

TEXTBOOKS: The following textbooks are required for the course:

The Bible (any major translation or the Greek NT for NT portions)

Burge, Cohick, and Green, The New Testament in Antiquity

Simon Jones, The World of the Early Church: A Social History

Either Bruce Longenecker, The Lost Letters of Pergamum: A Story from the NT World
Or Scot McKnight, The King Jesus Gospel
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:

1. The assigned readings must be completed. Readings form the core of this course, and so are
considered essential for the successful completion of this course. A quiz may be given at any
class session on the assigned readings for that day. 20%

2. An Embedded Assignment that will be in the form of a take-home research exercise. See
below for more details. The value for this assignment is part of the exam to which it pertains.

3. A two page, double-spaced critique of one of the two listed books (The Lost Letters of
Pergamum or The King Jesus Gospel—your choice on which you read) is due Thurs., Apr 2
(after spring break). The critique should include the following: An affirmation of having read the
entire book, a bibliographic entry, brief info on the author, a two-paragraph summary, and a 2
paragraph critique/reaction. The contents of the books will be discussed on the date on which the
critique is due. 15%

4. First sectional exam, to be given as indicated in the class schedule. 20%

5. Second sectional exam, given as indicated in the class schedule, includes the Embedded
Assignment. 25%

6. A comprehensive final exam, to be given as scheduled by the seminary. 20%

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE:

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript,
etc.)

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help info is provided on this website.

WRITING STYLE GUIDE:

Writing assignments should follow the NOBTS/Leavell College Manual of Form and
Style (revised August 2019). To access this manual on the seminary website, please use the
following link: https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf.

PLAGIARISM ON WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and
policies associated with plagiarism.

HELP FOR WRITING PAPERS AT “THE WRITE STUFF”?

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer.

EMBEDDED ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION: The course includes an embedded
assignment that will be completed by all students for all sections of this course. The rubric for
grading this assignment is given here. Please complete the assignment according to this rubric.


https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf

1. A summative question will be answered thoroughly by the students as a take-home
assignment. The question (or research problem) will require research of the historical
context, genre, theology, and/or interpretive concerns of a selected period, event, or
passage. Answers should be well-developed and provide thorough documentation and
appropriate use of tools and resources. Students should use Times 12 pt. font, 1-inch

margins, single-spaced, approximately two pages in length. (2 pages)

2. The student should show adequate application of the research to a selected need of the
Christian community. (1 page)

3. The student should communicate clearly how the research question answer might impact
the faith & life of Christian believers, focusing on the contemporary audience. (1 page)

ASSIGNMENT EVALUATION AND RUBRIC:

EVALUATION
DOMAIN LEVEL 01 2 3 4
UNDERSTANDING | Understood thoroughly New Testament history, background, and
The Student: canon, and selected themes of the New Testament
APPLICATION Applied adequately New Testament history, background, and canon,
The Student: and selected New Testament themes to contemporary church needs
COMMUNICATION | Communicated clearly New Testament history, background, and
The Student: canon, and selected New Testament themes to a contemporary aud.
0 = Inadequate, 1 = Basic, 2 = Competent, 3 = Good, 4 = Excellent
COURSE EVALUATION
Session Quizzes: 20%
Book review: 15%
First Sectional Exam: 20%
Second Sectional Exam: 25% (includes the Embedded Assignment)
Final Exam: 20%
COURSE SCHEDULE (B = Burge/Cohick/Green; J = Jones)
Week 1: 1. Introduction to the course, The NT Canon
Aug 17,19 2. The New Testament World: History
The New Testament World: Greco-Roman Culture B 15-52; J9-11
Week 2 1. The New Testament World: Hellenistic Judaism B 53-78;J 12-33
Aug 24, 26 2. The New Testament World: Palestinian Judaism B 79-106, J 34-53
Week 3 1. The Ministry of Jesus: The Synoptic Gospels, Mark B 107-124, 179-194
Aug 31, S2 2. The Ministry of Jesus: Matthew and Luke B 165-178; 195-212
Week 4 1. The Ministry of Jesus: Jesus’ Message and Teachings B 147-164
Sep7,9 2. The Ministry of Jesus: John, Overview of Content B 213-228, 125-146
Week 5 1. The Ministry of Jesus: Jesus’ Actions J54-73
Sep 14,16 2. The Ministry of Jesus: Jesus’ Death and Resurrection J74-98




Week 6 1. The Early Church: Acts 1-7 B 229-248

Sep 21,23 2. The Early Church: Acts 8-28 B 249-266

Week 7 1. SECTIONAL EXAM

Sep 28,30 2. Intro to Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: Galatians B 279-292; J 99-118
Week 8 1. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: 1-2 Thes. B 267-278;J 119-125
Oct 12, 14 2. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: 1 Corinthians B 293-310; J 126-142
Week 9 1. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: 2 Corinthians B 311-320

Oct 19, 21 2. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: Romans B 321-336; J 143-165
Week 10 1. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: The Prison Epistles B 337-362

Oct 26,28 2. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: Prison & Pastoral Epistles B 363-374

Critique on “The Lost Letters of Pergamum” or “The King Jesus Gospel” due Apr. 2
Week 11 1. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: The Pastoral Epistles J166-189

Nov 2,4 2. The General Epistles: Hebrews B 385-396

Week 12 1. SECTIONAL EXAM

Nov 9,11 2. The General Epistles: James B 375-384

Week 13 1. The General Epistles: 1 Peter B 397-410

Nov 16, 18 2. The General Epistles: 2 Peter, Jude

Week 14 1. The General Epistles: 1-3 John B 411-424

Nov 30, D2 2. The Book of Revelation B 425-458

Week 15 FINAL EXAMS

Dec 7-9
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