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 I. MISSION STATEMENT 

  The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill 

the Great Commission and the Great Commandment through the local church and its 

ministries. 

 II. CORE VALUE FOCUS 
  New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, 

Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. 

This course supports these five core values of the seminary. 

1. Doctrinal Integrity: We believe, teach, proclaim, and submit to the Bible as the Word 

of God. This course addresses Doctrinal Integrity specifically by equipping students 

to understand and gain ability to articulate biblical, theological, and historical truths.  

2. Spiritual Vitality: We emphasize both personal spirituality as a worshipping seminary 

family gathering together for the praise and adoration of God and instruction in his 

Word. Spiritual Vitality is addressed by challenging students to grow in spiritual and 

moral integrity through biblical study and spiritual and ethical practices. 

3. Mission Focus: We purpose to change the world by fulfilling the Great Commission 

and the Great Commandment through the local church and its ministries. This course 

addresses Mission Focus by helping students understand the biblical foundations for 

fulfilling the Great Commission and Great Commandment. 

4. Characteristic Excellence: We aim for characteristic excellence to the utmost of our 

abilities and resources as a testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Characteristic Excellence is addressed by preparing students to excel in their ability to 

understand and interpret Scripture, which is foundational to effective ministry.  

5. Servant Leadership: We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and influence 

through the nurture and encouragement of those around us. Servant Leadership is 

modeled by classroom deportment and lifestyle patterns. 

  The core value emphasis for this academic year is: Doctrinal Integrity.  

 III. COURSE PURPOSE 

  This purpose for this course is to introduce the letters of 1–2 Thessalonians for purposes 

of teaching and preaching. 

 IV. CURRICULUM COMPETENCIES 
  All ministers need to develop specific competencies to have effective ministries. The 

seminary has developed a competency-based curriculum centered on seven essential 

competencies for effective ministry: Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, 
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Discipleship Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership, Spiritual and Character 

Formation, and Worship Leadership. This course addresses six competencies directly.  

1. Biblical Exposition: by preparing students to understand, interpret, and communicate 

the Bible accurately.  

2. Christian and Theological Heritage: by reminding students of the Christian 

theological heritage of the Old and New Testament and Baptist polity for the church 

3. Discipleship Making: by stimulating church health through mobilizing the church for 

missions, evangelism, discipleship, and church growth through modeling the 

principles of discipleship through classroom deportment. 

4. Interpersonal Skills: by performing pastoral care effectively with skills in 

communication and conflict management through interaction among students in the 

class and in small group activities. 

5. Servant Leadership: by serving churches effectively in team ministry through 

modeling and reflecting the attitude of Christ in the life of a disciple. 

6. Spiritual and Character Formation: by providing moral leadership and modeling and 

mentoring Christian character and devotion through discussion and modeling of 

spiritual disciplines as a normal part of class discussion and activity. 

 V. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course consists of a thorough study of 1–2 Thessalonians through Greek translation, 

verse-by-verse and paragraph-by-paragraph analysis, comparison of various English 

versions, consideration of pertinent historical and cultural issues, and consultation with 

major literature and commentaries. The course emphasizes proper methods for 

discovering the meaning of a text and applying it in teaching and preaching. Prerequisites 

are Introductory Greek Grammar and Intermediate Greek Grammar. A video describing 

the course is here: 

  https://drkoine.com/classes/exegesis/1-2thess/index.html 

 VI. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
  Knowledge 

  Students who complete this course successfully should: 

• Know the general historical, political, social, and cultural background to the letters of 

1–2 Thessalonians in their first-century context 

• Know the major hermeneutical and exegetical issues in the critical study of 1–2 

Thessalonians as these impact an interpretation of the letters 

• Know the structural outline of 1–2 Thessalonians as presented in class in order to 

contextualize passages within the letter 

  Attitudes 

  Students who complete this course successfully should: 

• Appreciate the richness of 1–2 Thessalonians for Christian doctrine over the 

centuries, especially as codified in the crucial passages throughout the document 

• Recognize the importance of original language for sound exegesis and application of 

a biblical text 

• Be more confident in interpreting 1–2 Thessalonians in the context of teaching and 

preaching in the local church 

https://drkoine.com/classes/exegesis/1-2thess/index.html
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  Skills 

  Students who complete this course successfully should be able to: 

• Produce a bible study or sermon outline based upon a passage in 1–2 Thessalonians 

that builds on historical exegesis and demonstrates practical application. 

• Provide critical commentary of any section of 1–2 Thessalonians demonstrating 

interaction with the text, class lecture, and commentary reading 

• Articulate a biographical outline of Paul’s life and mission using Acts as a basis that 

situates 1–2 Thessalonians within this framework 

VII. REQUIRED TEXTS:  

• Aland, Barbara, Kurt Aland, Johannes Karavidopoulos, Carlo M. Martini, and Bruce 

Metzger, eds. The Greek New Testament. Fifth rev. ed. United Bible Societies, 2014 

• Weima, Jeffrey A. D. 1–2 Thessalonians. BECNT. Baker Academic, 2014 

• Martin, D. Michael. 1, 2 Thessalonians. NAC. Broadman & Holman, 1995 

• Richards, E. Randolph. Paul and First-Century Letter Writing: Secretaries, 

Composition and Collection. InterVarsity, 2004 

• Donfried, Karl P. and Johannes Beutler, eds. The Thessalonians Debate: 

Methodological Discord or Methodological Synthesis? Eerdmans, 2000 

VIII. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  

• Ernest Best, A Commentary on the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians in 

Black's New Testament Commentary (England) and Harper's New Testament 

Commentaries (United States), 1972. This is a highly regarded but older volume. 

• Charles A. Wanamaker, The Epistles to the Thessalonians: A Commentary on the 

Greek Text, in the International Greek Text Commentary, eds. I. Howard Marshall 

and W. Ward Gasque (Grand Rapids: William. B. Eerdmans, Publishing Co., 1990). 

Revives the old sequence hypothesis that 2 Thessalonians is written first. 

• Robert Jewett, The Thessalonian Correspondence: Pauline Rhetoric and Millenarian 

Piety in Foundations and Facets, ed. Robert W. Funk (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 

1986). A rich resource for rhetorical analysis. Jewett hypothesizes a millenarian 

radicalism in Thessalonica misunderstood the first letter, requiring a second letter to 

defuse the situation. Good bibliography divided into exegetical and historical studies, 

rhetorical and linguistic studies, and social-scientific studies. Lays out the structure of 

the epistles in charts according to proposed outlines of 1, 2 Thessalonians. 

• InterVarsity Press’s Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (IVP-DPL). One always 

should consult these articles as a great quick start to any investigation into Paul. 

Video Resources 

• Dr. Stevens’s on-location videos of Paul’s journeys are on his Paul website. 

 Home page: https://drkoine.com/paul/ 

 2MJ: https://drkoine.com/paul/journeys/2mj/index.html 

• The Bible Project (YouTube) offers helpful Bible book summaries using line art: 

 1 Thessalonians: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No7Nq6IX23c 

 2 Thessalonians: https://thebibleproject.com/videos/2-thessalonians/ 

• The Visual Bible (YouTube) reenacts the NIV text of Acts: 

 Beginning at Acts 15:36: https://youtu.be/tRXNp6K5-JI?t=6196 

 Beginning at Acts 17:1: https://youtu.be/tRXNp6K5-JI?t=6797 

https://drkoine.com/paul/
https://drkoine.com/paul/journeys/2mj/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No7Nq6IX23c
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/2-thessalonians/
https://youtu.be/tRXNp6K5-JI?t=6196
https://youtu.be/tRXNp6K5-JI?t=6797
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Dictionary Articles and Books 

• Betz, Hans Dieter. “Paul,” in The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary (AYBD), David Noel 

Freedman, ed., 5:186–201. Doubleday, 1992. 

• Stegner, W. R. “Jew, Paul the,” in Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (IVP-PL), pp. 

503–511, Gerald F. Hawthorne and Ralph P. Martin, eds. InterVarsity Press, 1993 

• DrKoine Website: 

http://www.drkoine.com 

This website is for students in classes taught by Dr. Stevens. The site has a three-fold 

purpose: (1) to provide personal information to get to know the professor beyond the 

classroom in the areas of background, family, music and photography, (2) to provide 

professional information to get to know the professor within the academic guild in the 

areas of publications, presentations, and sermons, and (3) to provide educational 

information in support of his teaching career in the areas of classes, travel, and 

museums. 

• To go straight to the Classes page for information about any of Dr. Stevens’s classes, 

use the following link: 

http://drkoine.com/classes/index.html 

• To go straight to the Romans course page with a brief course description, introductory 

video, syllabus, textbooks used, and related course files, use this link: 

https://drkoine.com/classes/exegesis/1-2thess/index.html 

 IX. TEACHING METHODLOGY:  

• Class sessions will consist of presentations overviewing units of study followed by 

general discussion. Students occasionally will lead in panel discussions as assigned. 

• Class preparation will consist of textbook readings according to the syllabus schedule, 

book reports, panel discussions, and exams. 

• Class units presented are: three units on Paul’s life, mission, and message, three units 

on historical setting, integrity, and outline of Romans, and remaining units on 

exegesis of the text of Romans. 

 X. COURSE EVALUATION:  

• Reading Quizzes on the assigned syllabus readings, with the lowest dropped up to 

the maximum number of cuts for the class. The reading quiz has no makeup. 

• Greek Translations on assigned verses according to the syllabus schedule will be 

turned in by the student on each day as assigned in the syllabus schedule. 

• Class Presentations by teams as assigned according to the syllabus schedule with 

handouts including (1) commentary summary and (2) any helpful additional 

materials. Use of computers, PowerPoint, and video/audio media is encouraged. 

• Book Reviews will be submitted on the Donfried/Buetler and Richards books. These 

are brief reports that simply document that the student read the book assigned. The 

report should be one full page, single-spaced, 12 point Times, one-inch margins. 

Header information should look like the example at the end of this syllabus, but with 

correct margins. 

http://www.drkoine.com/
http://drkoine.com/classes/index.html
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• Background Study. Compile a background study about the historical and cultural 

context for any topic the student decides related to the term paper passage the student 

chooses from 1–2 Thess (see below on the term paper). The study should include 

primary and secondary sources and the student’s own evaluation of the subject in light 

of the sources. The study should be two to three pages, single-spaced, 12 point Times, 

one-inch margins. The header information should look like the example at the end of 

this syllabus, but with correct margins. Information on how to do a background study 

and a sample background study is on Dr. Stevens’s 1–2 Thess class webpage. 

• Word Study. Compile a word study using the tools discussed in the Hermeneutics 

course for any word the student will decide related to the term paper passage the 

student chooses from 1–2 Thess (see below on the term paper). The study should be 

three to four pages, single-spaced, 12 point Times, one-inch margins, using the format 

presented in the Hermeneutics class. The header information should look like the 

example at the end of this syllabus, but with correct margins. Information on how to 

do a word study and a sample word study is on Dr. Stevens’s 1–2 Thess webpage. 

• Term Paper. The paper will be based upon a passage in 1–2 Thess chosen by the 

student and approved by the professor. The paper should be Turabian style, 20–22 

double-spaced pages, plus preliminaries (title, blank, contents) and a bibliography of 

a minimum of 15 modern, critical, academic resources. A penalty of 5 points/day 

will be assessed for late papers. Note that an example of a properly formatted paper 

with bookmarks to discussions of Turabian form can be downloaded from Dr. 

Stevens’s homepage: http://www.drkoine.com. 

• Final Average 

book reviews = 10% background study = 05% 

reading quizzes = 10% word study = 05% 

translations = 15% term paper = 25% 

presentations = 25%  

 

 XI. TERM PAPER OUTLINE:  

The paper’s required outline is given in detail below: 

Introduction—build interest; indicate the purpose for the paper, the general nature of 

the passage being studied, and the exegetical promise of the passage 

Chapter 1: Text and Historical Background 
(1) Text—provide your translation with verse numbers and paragraph divisions, 

including a summary of the results (not the entire word study) of one 

theologically or historically significant term in the passage 

(2) Historical Background—give historical background material pertinent to the 

specific book and author and the particular passage being studied; include a 

summary of the results (not the entire background study) of one background 

topic that assists in exegesis of the passage 

Chapter 2: Exegetical Analysis 

(1) Literary Context—overview the literary context in terms of placement of the 

passage in the immediate and larger outline of the letter 

(2) Literary Analysis—indicate the internal structure of the logic and argument of 

the passage and an exegetical outline, with critical commentary of the verses 

http://www.drkoine.com/
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(3) Central Theme—state the central theme of passage in one concise sentence as 

supported by the exegetical analysis and then expand on the idea; indicate a 

central biblical truth supported by the passage to guide teaching and preaching 

Chapter 3: Practical Application 

(1) Title—give a title for the practical application that either invokes a key idea or 

teases the audience with an interesting angle (not cutesy or trite, though, such 

as silly puns or simplistic play on words) 

(2) Truth—the central bible truth or Christian living key to come from studying or 

preaching this passage, derived directly from the theme indicated above 

(3) Objective—a clear, concise, short statement of a.) desired lesson or sermon 

outcome and b.) appropriate audience response 

(4) Outline—not the same as the exegetical outline, which follows grammar and 

logic flow, this outline is based upon the exegetical work but is developed 

topically or logically for teaching or preaching the passage 

(5) Development—if a bible study, this would include your opening attention 

getter or illustration or activity, and a fleshing out of the outline with points 

and appropriate illustrations; if a sermon, this would be your opening attention 

getter or audience rapport device, and a fleshing out of your sermon outline 

with points and appropriate illustrations 

(6) Conclusion—if a bible study, this would include your final illustration, 

activity, or teaching aid that reinforces the focal truth; if a sermon, this would 

be your specific conclusion and challenge for response (illustration, story, etc.) 

 

XII. ASSIGNMENTS:  

 

WEEK Tuesday Thursday 

Week 1: 

Aug. 21, 23 
Class Introduction, Paul 

• Staff and Syllabus 

• Paul: Life, Letters, Apostleship 

Paul: Life, Letters, Apostleship 

• IVP-DPL: 679–92 (“Paul in Acts and 

Letters,” F. F. Bruce) 

Week 2: 

Aug. 28, 30 

2MJ: Background, Video Resources 

• Weima: 1–23 (Thessalonica) 

• Visual Bible (Acts 15:36–16:40) 

• Bible Project: 1 Thessalonians 

• Stevens Videos: Asia to Berea 

2MJ: Background, Video Resources 

• Weima: 23–40 (Church) 

• Visual Bible (Acts 17:1–18:22) 

• Bible Project: 2 Thessalonians 

• Stevens Videos: Vergina to Cenchreae 

Week 3: 

Sept. 4, 6 

BOOK REVIEW DUE—RICHARDS  

Authorship, Integrity 
• Martin:25–30; Weima: 40–54 

• Discussion: Authorship, Integrity 

Sequence, Chronology, Outline 

• Martin:30–34; Weima: 55–59 

• Discussion: Sequence, Chron., Outl. 

Week 4: 

Sept. 11, 13 
Greek Study (1 Thess. 1:1–10) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Prescript, Thanksgiving (1:1–10) 

• Martin:47–66; Weima: 63-118 

• Discussion: 1:1–10 

Week 5: 

Sept. 18, 20 
Greek Study (1 Thess. 2:1—3:13) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Greek Study (continued) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 
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Week 6: 

Sept. 25, 27 
Defense, Thanksgiving (2:1–16) 

• Martin: 67–95; Weima: 119–87 

• Discussion: 2:1–16 

Second Visit Plans (2:17–3:13) 

• Martin: 96–114; Weima: 188–244 

• Discussion: 2:17–3:13 

Week 7 

Oct. 2, 4 
Greek Study (1 Thess. 4:1–18) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Parenesis: Holiness, Love (4:1–12) 

• Martin: 115–40; Weima: 245–302 

• Discussion: 4:1–12 

Week 8 

Oct. 9, 11 

BOOK REVIEW DUE—DONFRIED/BUET.  

Parenesis: Parousia 1 (4:13–18) 

• Martin:140–56; Weima: 303–37 

• Discussion: 4:13–18 

Greek Study (1 Thess. 5:1–28) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Break 

Oct. 15–19 
FALL BREAK 

Week 9 

Oct. 23, 25 
Parenesis: Parousia 2 (5:1–11) 

• Martin: 156–69; Weima: 338–75 

• Discussion: 5:1–11 

General Discussion: Eschatology 

• Anchor, IVP, Eerdmans, etc. 

• Discussion: Pauline Eschatology 

Week 10 

Oct. 30, 

Nov. 1 

BACKGROUND STUDY DUE  

General Discussion: Eschatology 

• Anchor, IVP, Eerdmans, etc. 

• Discussion: Pauline Eschatology 

Parenesis: Leaders, Closing (5:12–28) 

• Martin: 170–93; Weima: 376–432 

• Discussion: 5:12–28 

Week 11 

Nov. 6, 8 
Greek Study (2 Thess. 1:1—2:17) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Greek Study (continued) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Week 12 

Nov. 13, 15 

WORD STUDY DUE  

Prescript, Opening (2 Thess. 1:1–12) 
• Martin: 195–220; Weima: 435–88 

• Discussion: 2 Thess. 1:1–12 

Parenesis: D/Lord (2 Thess. 2:1–17) 
• Martin: 221–60; Weima: 489–577 

• Discussion: 2 Thess. 2:1–17 

Break 

Nov. 19–23 
THANKSGIVING 

Week 13 

Nov. 27, 29 

General Discussion: Antichrist 

•  Stevens (Revelation): 237–39 

• Weima: 567–77, Bruce: 179–88 

Greek Study (2 Thess. 3:1–18) 
• Translation 

• Grammar Discussion 

Week 14 

Dec. 4, 6 
Rebellious Idlers, Closing (3:1–18) 
• Martin: 261–93; Weima: 578–639 

• Discussion: 2 Thess. 3:1–18 
PAPER DUE 

Week 15 

Dec. 11–13 FINAL EXAM WEEK 
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XIII. EXAMPLE FORMATS:  

A. Example Format—Book Review: 

 

 

Your Name 1–2 Thess (Greek) 

Book Review Fall 2018 

Date Dr. Gerald L. Stevens 

 

 

Bibliographical entry of book for review here. 

1. About the Author 

Find the book jacket and give biographical information about the author. Google the 

author’s name, or check Amazon.com, and update the jacket information with additional material 

you discover about the author. 

 

2. Book Report 

Summarize the book in terms of the major sections of the table of contents. Then, give a 

brief critique of the book in terms of the expressed purpose of the author. 
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B. Example Format—Background Study: 

 

 

Your Name 1–2 Thess (Greek) 

Background Study Fall 2018 

Date Dr. Gerald L. Stevens 

 

“Your Background Topic Title” 

Your Text Reference 

 

1. General Historical Background 

This would be a discussion of the general background of that topic. If the student were 

doing a background on the topic of slavery, for example, one would overview the history of 

slavery in the ancient world, then in the Roman empire in particular. 

 

2. Immediate Background 

This would be the more specific background of the book of Romans, its author, date, and 

composition. Other issues would be that one could overview the Edict of Claudius and its impact 

on the social makeup of the church in Rome. Again, one could cover the background of the 

sociology of house churches in early Christianity, particularly in Rome. One could survey the 

reign of the emperor Nero, particular the early and late stages of this reign. 

 

 

C. Example Format—Word Study: 

 

 

Your Name 1–2 Thess (Greek) 

Word Study Fall 2018 

Date Dr. Gerald L. Stevens 

 

Your Greek Word 

Your Text Reference 

 

1. Diachronic Analysis (Etymology and History) 

This would be a discussion of the use of the word through time. The report outline would 

follow the traditional periods of analysis as given in the Hermeneutics class. 

 

2. Immediate Background (Contemporary and Contextual) 

This would be the analysis of the contextual use of the word within the New Testament. 

The report outline would follow the form suggested in Hermeneutics class. 
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