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NOBTS Mission Statement
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its
ministries.

Core Value Focus and Curriculum Competencies
The seminary has five core values. The core value focus for 2015-2016 is Mission
Focus. This course supports the five core values of the seminary.

Doctrinal Integrity: Knowing that the Bible is the Word of God, we believe it, teach it,
proclaim it, and submit to it. Our confessional commitments are outlined in the “Articles
of Religious Belief” and the “Baptist Faith and Message 2000."

Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping community emphasizing both personal spirituality
and gathering together as a Seminary family for the praise and adoration of God and
instruction in His Word.

Mission Focus: We are not here merely to get an education or to give one. We are here to
change the world by fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great Commandments
through the local church and its ministries.

Characteristic Excellence: What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and resources
as a testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Servant Leadership: We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and influence
through the nurture and encouragement of those around us.

The seminary has seven curriculum competencies: Biblical Exposition, Christian
Theological Heritage, Discipleship Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership,
Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. This course addresses the
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curriculum competencies of Discipleship Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant
Leadership, and Spiritual and Character Formation.

Purpose of the Course
The purpose of this course is to provide quality theological education to students in the
discipline of pastoral ministries in a mentorship environment.

Course Description
This course will aid students to develop competency in gospel ministry in a semester-
length learning experience that involves the student in practical ministry with an
academic professor and an approved on-site mentor. The student will experience a variety
of ministry situations and opportunities in which they will learn and apply principles of
ministry under the guidance of a faculty member and on-site mentor.

Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, the student will:
1. understand selected principles and practices in the area of gospel ministry.
2. value the role and functions of gospel ministry in the context of the local
church and/or parachurch organizations.
3. demonstrate skills and acceptable proficiency in selected functions of gospel
ministry.

Course Methods
The course will emphasize a learning experience through the practical application of
principles of gospel ministry under the guidance of an on-site mentor. Lecture
presentations and online resources will be utilized to teach course concepts and
methodologies. Writing assignments and faculty interaction will be required in addition
to interaction with other students in online forums.

Textbooks
The student will select one of the following required textbooks in the area of mentoring:

Anderson, Keith R., and Randy D. Neese. Spiritual Mentoring: A Guide for Seeking and
Giving Direction. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1999.

Thomas, Scott, and Tom Wood. Gospel Coach: Shepherding Leaders to Glorify God.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012.

The student will select two of the following required textbooks focused more generally in
the area of gospel ministry:

Early, Dave, and Ben Gutierrez. Ministry Is: How to Serve Jesus With Passion and
Confidence. Nashville: B & H Academic, 2010.

Keller, Timothy. Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your
City. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012.



Merida, Tony. Faithful Preaching: Declare Scripture with Responsibility, Passion, and
Authenticity. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2009.

Ogden, Greg, and Daniel Meyer. Leadership Essentials: Shaping Vision, Multiplying
Influence, Defining Character. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007.

The student will select two of the required textbooks from one of the designated
categories focused more specifically in areas of gospel ministry. Designated categories
are: Pastoral/Personal/Corporate Evangelism, Pastoral Ministry and Chaplaincy, Pastoral
Counseling, Pastoral Theology, and Preaching.

Course Requirements

1. Reading Assignments and Book Critiques: The student will select one book from the
first list of books specific to mentoring, two books from the second list of books specific
to gospel ministry, and two books from a category in the third list of books (for a total of
5 books). The books should be books that the student has not previously read. The
student will write a two page single-spaced critique on each book, answering the
following questions:

a. What is a concise summary of the text?

b. What is the significance of this text concerning ministry?

c. What are one or more significant developments in the text concerning ministry?

d. What, if any, criticism can be made of the text’s usefulness in understanding

ministry?

Each analysis should have a cover page and provide a correct bibliographic listing of the
book with its associated annotations.
Students enrolled in the course for the second time must select books that were not
read during the completion of the first course.

The critique of the required textbook in the area of mentoring is due September 8.
The first critique of the required textbooks focused more generally in the area of gospel
ministry is due September 22.

The second critique of the required textbooks focused more generally in the area of
gospel ministry is due October 6.

The first critique of the required textbooks from a category in the third list of books is
due October 13. (See pages 4-6 below for categories.)

The first critique of the required textbooks from a category in the third list of books is
due November 3.

2. Mentorship Hours and Meetings: The student will be required to fulfill the
requirements of the mentorship, including the minimum of 90 hours working in the
ministry setting during the semester. These specified hours do not include the weekly
scheduled times for worship and Bible study. The student will meet with the mentor each
week to discuss personal and ministry issues and hours worked. The student will submit
weekly reports of the mentorship and ministry experiences. The reports should be two



paragraphs with one paragraph devoted to the mentorship experiences of the week and
one paragraph devoted to the ministry experiences of the week.

Weekly Reports from the first 7 weeks are due October 13.
Weekly Reports from the second 7 weeks are due December 8.

3. Ministry Strategy: The student will design a ministry strategy appropriate to the
ministry context in which the student will be serving throughout the semester. The
strategy should be detailed and include a calendar of events as well as a written
description of events accompanied by reasons for the events. The strategy must be 12-15
double-spaced pages. Due December 1.

4. Ministry Journal: The student will keep an updated ministry journal with 2-3
submissions each week. Each submission should be two paragraphs in length. Due
December 8.

5. Reflection Paper: The student will write a reflection paper, reflecting over the
previous semester and noting insights gleaned, positive experiences, and negative
experiences. The paper must be 4-5 single-spaced pages. Due December 8.

6. Online Learning Units and Discussion: The student will complete the online units
according to the schedule provided by the professor. Video, case-studies, PowerPoint
presentations, and group presentations will be utilized. Students will interact with fellow
students and the professor through discussion board on Blackboard.

Evaluation
The student’s final grade will be determined as follows:
Reading and Critiques 15%
Mentorship Hours and Meetings 20%
Ministry Strategy 15%
Journal 20%
Reflection Paper 15%
Online Learning Units and Discussion 15%

Course Schedule
A schedule for the course will be provided in the course shell in Blackboard.
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Pastoral Counseling

Clinton, Timothy, and George Ohlschlager, eds. Competent Christian Counseling,
Volume One: Foundations & Practice of Compassionate Soul Care. Colorado
Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press, 2002.
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Daman, Glenn. Shepherding the Small Church: A Leadership Guide for the Majority of
Today’s Churches. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2002.

Piper, John. Brothers, We Are Not Professionals: A Plea to Pastors for Radical Ministry.
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Preaching

Akin, Daniel L., Bill Curtis and Stephen Rummage. Engaging Exposition. Nashville: B &
H Academic, 2011.

Charles, H. B., Jr. On Preaching: Personal & Pastoral Insights for the Preparation &
Practice of Preaching. Chicago: Mood Publishers, 2014.

Eswine, Zach. Preaching to a Post-Everything World. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2008.

Shaddix, Jim. The Passion Driven Sermon: Changing the Way Pastors Preach and
Congregations Listen. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003.

Spurgeon, Charles. Lectures to My Students. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954.
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