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Seminary Mission Statement 

 
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Course Description 
 

The course introduces students to basic principles of epistemology and how to apply them as part 

of a Christian intellectual life.  Attention will be given to epistemology in religious experience, 

theological construction, philosophical explanation, and apologetic and evangelistic presentation. 
 

Course Purpose 

 

The purpose of this course is to challenge students to think through issues related to knowledge and to 

come to their own preliminary conclusions as to what it means to know, how knowledge is best arrived at, 

and why. 

 

Core Values Addressed 

 

The course will address the core value of Doctrinal Integrity directly and Spiritual Vitality 

indirectly.  Reflection on what it means to know is intimately related to the knowledge of God, 

Scripture, and the nature and purpose of Creation and indeed all of life.  For the Christian, 

philosophy is ultimately a matter of loving God with the mind (Matthew 22:37-40)—and to love 

God one must know God.  The core value for the 2015-2016 academic year is Mission Focus. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 

 

1. Students will be introduced to the basic principles of epistemology by attending class 

lectures. 

2. Students will be introduced to the basic principles of epistemology by reading the primary 

text and assigned readings. 

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of basic principles of epistemology when tested 

through quizzes and exams. 

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of basic principles of epistemology by 

identifying examples of epistemic theories and practices they encounter in the reading. 

 

Methodology 

 

The course will utilize classroom lectures and discussion, reading assignments, and 

quizzes/exams.   

 



Grading  

 

Grades will be assigned on the basis of the NOBTS grading scale. 

 

Evaluation 

 

Reading Report 1  20% 

Reading Report 2  20% 

Midterm Exam  20% 

Final Exam   30% 

Personal Perspective  10% 

              100% 

 

Texts 

 

REQUIRED 

 

Cullison, Andrew. The Bloomsbury Companion to Epistemology. London and New York: 

Bloomsbury, 2015. 

 

Pojman, Louis P. The Theory of Knowledge: Classical and Contemporary Readings. Belmont: 

Wadsworth/Thomson, 2001. 

 

Pojman, Louis P. What Can We Know? An Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge. Second 

Edition. Wadsworth/Thomson, 2001. 

 

OPTIONAL 

 

Pojman, Louis P. What Can We Know? An Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge. Belmont: 

Wadsworth/Thomson, 2001. 

 

Plantinga, Alvin. Warrant, The Current Debate. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993. 

 

———. Warrant and Proper Function. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993. 

 

Plantinga, Alvin. Warranted Christian Belief. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

 

Alston, William. A Realist Conception of Truth. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1997. 

 

———. Perceiving God: The Epistemology of Religious Experience. Ithaca, NY: Cornell 

University Press, 1991. 

 



 

EPISTEMOLOGY SCHEDULE 
8/26  Introduce Course, Assign Reading Reviews 

8/26  Epistemology 101 

9/2  Epistemology 101 

9/2 Kevin Cox What Can We Know, Chapter 1; Cullison 1-19 

9/9 Trey Norsworthy What Can We Know, Chapter 2 & 3 

9/9 Patrick Cochran Theory of Knowledge, 49-70 Moore, Lehrer, Malcolm 

9/16 Chris Loy What Can We Know, Chapter 4 

9/16 Eli Price Theory of Knowledge, 71-120 

9/23 Josh Hagans What Can We Know, Chapter 5 

9/23 Kevin Cox Theory of Knowledge, 125-55 

9/30 Richie Clark What Can We Know, Chapters 6 and 7 

9/30 Trey Norsworthy Theory of Knowledge, 157-206 

10/7 Josh Hagans Theory of Knowledge, 206-56 

10/7 Eli Price What Can We Know, Chapters 8 and 9 

10/14 Chris Loy Theory of Knowledge, 310-63 

10/14 Patrick Cochran What Can We Know, Chapter 12 

10/21 FALL BREAK 

10/28  Midterm Exam 
10/28  What Can We Know, Chapter 15 

11/4 Richie Clark Theory of Knowledge, 507-54 

11/4  Selected Readings 

11/11  Miscellaneous 

11/18 ETS/EPS/SBL/AAR 

11/25 THANKSGIVING BREAK 

12/2  Personal Perspectives 

12/9  Personal Perspectives 

12/16 FINAL EXAM 

 

 

Bibliography 

Alston, William. 1989. Epistemic Justification. Essays in the Theory of Knowledge. Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press. 

——. 1991. Perceiving God. The Epistemology of Religious Experience. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press. 

——.1993. The Reliability of Sense Perception. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

——.1999. “Perceptual Knowledge.” In: Greco and Sosa 1999, 223–242. 

Armstrong, D.M. 1973. Belief, Truth, and Knowledge. Cambrdidge: Cambridge University Press. 



Axtell, Guy (ed.). 1997. Knowledge, Belief, and Character. Readings in Virtue Epistemology. 

New York: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Audi, Robert. 1993. The Structure of Justification. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

——.1997a. Religion in the Public Square: The Place of Religious Conviction in Political 

Debate. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield 

——.1997b. Moral Knowledge and Ethical Character. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

——.1998. Epistemology: A Contemporary Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

——.1999. Moral Knowledge and Ethical Pluralism. In: Greco and Sosa 1999, 271–302. 

——.2000. Religious Committment and Secular Reason. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

——.2004. The Good in the Right: A Theory of Intuition and Intrinsic Value. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press. 

Boghossian, Paul and Peacocke, Christopher (eds.). 2000. New Essays on the A Priori. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

BonJour, Laurence. 1985. The Structure of Empirical Knowledge. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press. 

——.1998. In Defense of Pure Reason. London: Cambridge University Press. 

——.1999. “The Dialectic of Foundationalism and Coherentism.” In Greco and Sosa 1999, 117–

142. 

——.2001. “Towards a Defense of Empirical Foundationalism.” In DePaul 2001, 21–38. 

——.2002. Epistemology. Classic Problems and Contemporary Responses. Lanham: Rowman 

and Littlefield. 

——.2005. “In Defense of the A Priori.” In Steup and Sosa (eds.) 2005, 98–105. 

BonJour, Laurence and Sosa, Ernest. 2003. Epistemic Justification. Internalism vs. Externalism, 

Foundations vs. Virtues. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Brady, Michael and Pritchard, Duncan. 2003. Moral and Epistemic Virtues. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Brewer, Bill. 1999. Perception and Reason. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



——.2005. “Perceptual Experience Has Perceptual Content.” In: Steup and Sosa 2005, 217–230. 

Byrne, Alex. 2005. “Perception and Conceptual Content.” In Steup and Sosa 2005, 231–250. 

Casullo, Albert. 2003. A Priori Justification. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Chisholm, Roderick. 1982. The Foundations of Knowing. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press. 

——.1977. Theory of Knowledge, 2nd. ed., Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall. 

——.1989. Theory of Knowledge, 3rd. ed., Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall. 

Cohen, Stewart. 1988. “How to be a Fallibilist.” Philosophical Perspectives, 2: 91–123. 

——.1999. "Contextualism, Skepticism, and the Structure of Reasons." Philosophical 

Perspectives, 13: 57–90. 

——.2001. “Contextualism Defended: Comments on Richard Feldman's ‘Skeptical Problems, 

Contextualists Solutions’.” Philosophical Studies, 103(1): 87–98. 

——.2005. “Contextualism Defended.” In Steup and Sosa (eds.) 2005, 56–62. 

Conee, Earl. 2004. “The Truth Connection.” In Conee and Feldman 2004, 242–258. 

——.2005. “Contextualism Contested.” In Steup and Sosa (eds.) 2005, 47–56. 

Conee, Earl and Feldman, Richard. 1985. “Evidentialism.” Philosophical Studies, 48: 15–35. 

——.2001. “Internalism Defended.” In: Kornblith (ed.) 2001, 231–60. Reprinted in Conee and 

Feldman 2004, 53–82. 

——.2004. Evidentialism. Essays in Epistemology. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Dancy, Jonathan. 1985. Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology. Oxford: Blackwell. 

David, Marian. 2001. “Truth and the Epistemic Goal.” In: Steup 2001a. 

Devitt, Michael. 2005. “There is no A Priori.” In: Steup and Sosa (eds) 2005, 105–115. 

DePaul, Michael (ed.). 2001. Resurrecting Old-Fashioned Foundationalism. New York: 

Rowman and Littlefield. 

DeRose, Keith. 1995. “Solving the Skeptical Problem.” The Philosophical Review, 104: 1–52. 



——.1992. “Contextualism and Knowledge Attributions.” Philosophy and Phenomenological 

Research, 52: 913–929. 

——.1999. “Contextualism: An Explanation and Defense.” In: Greco and Sosa 1999, 187. 

DeRose, Keith, and Warfield, Ted. 1999. Skepticism. A Contemporary Reader. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Devitt, Michael. 2005. “There is No A Priori.” In: Steup and Sosa 2005, 105–115. 

Dretske, Fred. 1970. “Epistemic Operators.” The Journal of Philosophy, 67: 1007–23. 

——.1971. “Conclusive Reasons.” Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 49: 1–22. 

——.1981. Knowledge and the Flow of Information. Oxford: Blackwell. 

——.2005. “The Case Against Closure.” In: Steup and Sosa 2005, 1–26. 

Elgin, Catherine. 1996. Considered Judgement. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

——.2005. “Non-Foundationalist Epistemology: Holism, Coherence, and Tenability.” In: Steup 

and Sosa 2005, 156–167. 

Engel, Mylan. 1992. “Is Epistemic Luck Compatible With Knowledge?” Southern Journal of 

Philosophy, 30: 59–75. 

——.2003. “What's Wrong With Contextualism, and a Noncontextualist Resolution of the 

Skeptical Paradox.” Erkenntnis, 61: 203–231. 

Feldman, Fred. 1986. A Cartesian Introduction to Philosophy. New York: McGraw Hill. 

Feldman, Richard. 1988. “Epistemic Obligations,” in Philosophical Perspectives, 2: 235–56. 

——.1999a. “Methodological Naturalism in Epistemology.” In: Greco 1999. 

——.1999b. “Contextualism and Skepticism.” Philosophical Perspectives, 13: 91–114. 

——.2001a. “Voluntary Belief and Epistemic Evaluation.” In: Steup 2001a, 77–92. 

——.2001b. “Skeptical Problems, Contextualist Solutions.” Philosophical Studies, 103: 61–85. 

——.2003. Epistemology. Upper Saddle River (NJ): Prentice Hall. Philosophical Studies, 103: 

61–85. 

——.2005. “Justification is Internal.” In Steup and Sosa 2005, 270–284. 



Fumerton, Richard. 1995. Metaepistemology and Skepticism. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. 

——.2001. “Classical Foundationalism.” In: DePaul 2001, 3–20. 

Gettier, Edmund. 1963. “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?” Analysis, 23: 121–123.  

Ginet, Carl. 1975. Knowledge, Perception, and Memory. Dordrecht: Reidel. 

——.2005. “Infinitism is not the Solution to the Regress Problem.” In: Steup and Sosa (eds.), 

140–149. 

Goldman, Alvin. 1976. “Discrimination and Perceptual Knowledge.” The Journal of Philosophy, 

73: 771–791. 

——.1979. “What is Justified Belief?” In: Justification and Knowledge, ed. George S. Pappas. 

Dordrecht: Reidel. 

——.1986. Epistemology and Cognition. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

——.1991. “Epistemic Folkways and Scientific Epistemology.” In: Liaisons: Philosophy Meets 

the Cognitive and Social Sciences. (Cambridge: MIT Press.) 

——.1999a. “Internalism Exposed.” The Journal of Philosophy, 96: 271–293. 

——.1999b. Knowledge in a Social World. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Greco, John. 1993. “Virtues and Vices of Virtue Epistemology,” Canadian Journal of 

Philosophy, 23: 413–433. 

——.1999. “Agent Reliabilism,” Philosophical Perspectives, 19: 273–96. 

——.2000. Putting Skeptics in Their Place: The Nature of Skeptical Arguments and Their Role 

in Philosophical Inquiry. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

——.2005. “Justification is Not Internal,” in Steup and Sosa 2005, 257–270. 

Greco, John and Sosa, Ernest (eds.). 1999. The Blackwell Guide to Epistemology. Oxford: 

Blackwell. 

Haack, Susan. 1993. Evidence and Inquiry. Towards Reconstruction in Epistemology.. Oxford: 

Blackwell. 

——.2001. “‘The Ethics of Belief’ Reconsidered.” In Steup 2001a, 21–33. 

Harman, Gilbert. 1986. Change in View. Cambridge: MIT Press. 



Hawthorne, John. 2005. “The Case for Closure”. In Steup and Sosa (eds.) 2005, 26–43. 

——.2004. Knowledge and Lotteries. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

Huemer, Michael. 2000. Skepticism and the Veil of Perception. New York: Rowman and 

Littlefield. 

Klein, Peter. 1999. “Human Knowledge and the Infinite Regress of Reasons.” Philosophical 

Perspectives, 13: 297–332. 

——.2005. “Infinitism is the Solution to the Regress Problem.” In Steup and Sosa (eds.) 2005, 

131–140. 

Kornblith, Hilary. 1999. “In Defense of a Naturalized Epistemology.” In: Greco 1999. 

——.2001. Epistemology: Internalism and Externalism. Malden (MA): Blackwell. Oxford 

University Press. 

——.2002. Knowledge and its Place in Nature. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Kvanvig, Jonathan. 1996a. The Intellectual Virtues and the Life of the Mind. Lanham: Rowman 

and Littlefield. 

——.1996b. Warrant in Contemporary Epistemology. Essays in Honor of Plantinga's Theory of 

Knowledge. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Lackey, Jennifer. 2003. “A Minimal Expression of Non-Reductionism in the Epistemology of 

Testimony.” Noûs, 37: 706–723. 

Lewis, David. 1996. “Elusive Knowledge.” Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 74: 549–567. 

Lehrer, Keith. 1990. Theory of Knowledge. Boulder: Westview Press. 

Longino, Helen E. “Feminist Epistemology.” In Greco and Sosa 1999, 325–353. 

Lycan, William G. 1996. “Plantinga and Coherentisms.” In Kvanvig 1996b, 3–24. 

Moore, G.E.. 1959. Philosophical Papers. London: Allen and Unwin. 

Montmarquet, James. 1993. Epistemic Virtue and Doxastic Responsibility. Lanham: Rowman 

and Littlefield. 

Nozick, Robert. 1981. Philosophical Explanations. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Plantinga, Alvin. 1993. Warrant: The Current Debate. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



——.2000. Warranted Christian Belief. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Pollock, John. 1986. Contemporary Theories of Knowledge. Totowa: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Pritchard, Duncan. 2004. “Some Recent Work in Epistemology. The Philosophical Quarterly, 

54: 605–613.  

——.2005. Epistemic Luck. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Pryor, James. 2000. “The Skeptic and the Dogmatist,” Noûs, 34: 517–49.  

——.2004. “What's Wrong with Moore's Argument?” Philosophical Issues, 15: 349–378.  

——.2005. “There is Immediate Justification.” In: Steup and Sosa 2005, 181–202. 

Quine, W. V. 1969. “Epistemology Naturalized.” In: Ontological Relativity and Other Essays. 

New York: Columbia Press, 69–90. 

Ryan, Sharon. 2003. “Doxastic Compatibilism and the Ethics of Belief.” Philosophical Studies, 

114: 47–79. 

Russell, Bruce. 2001 “Epistemic and Moral Duty.” In: Steup (ed.) 2001 a. 

——.2004. “How to be an Anti-Skeptic and a Noncontextualist.” Erkenntnis, 61: 245–255. 

Schiffer, Stephen. 1996. “Contextualist Solutions to Skepticism.” Proceedings of the Aristotelian 

Society, 96: 317–333. 

Schmitt, Frederick (ed.). 1994. Socializing Epistemology. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. 

——.1999. “Social Epistemology.” In: Greco and Sosa 1999, chapter 15. 

Sellars, Wilfrid. 1963. “Empiricisim and the Philosophy of Mind.” In: Science, Perception, and 

Reality. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. 

Shope, Robert K. 1983. The Analysis of Knowing. A Decade of Research. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press. 

Sosa, Ernest. 1991. Knowledge in Perspective. Selected Essays in Epistemology. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

——.1997. “Reflective Knowledge in the Best Circles.” The Journal of Philosophy, 96: 410–30. 

——.1999a. “Skepticism and the Internal/External Divide.” In: Greco and Sosa (eds.) 1999, 

145–157. 



——.1999b. “How to Defeat Opposition to Moore.” Philosophical Perspectives, 13: 141–153. 

——.2003. “Relevant Alternatives, Contextualism Included.” Philosophical Studies, 119: 3–15. 

Steup, Matthias. 1996. An Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology. Upper Saddle River: 

Prentice Hall. 

——.1999. “A Defense of Internalism.” In: Louis P. Pojman (ed.). The Theory of Knowledge. 

Classical and Contemporary Readings. Belmont: Wadsworth, 373–384. 

——.2000. “Doxastic Voluntarism and Epistemic Deontology.” Acta Analytica, 15: 25–56.  

----- (ed). 2001a. Knowledge, Truth, and Duty. Essays on Epistemic Justification, Responsibility, 

and Virtue. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

——.2001b. “Epistemic Duty, Evidence, and Internality.” In: Steup 2001a. 

——.2004. “Internalist Reliabilism.” Philosophical Issues, 14: 401–425  

——.2005. “Contextualism and Conceptual Disambiguation.” Acta Analytica, 20: 3–15  

Steup, Matthias and Sosa, Ernest (eds). 2005. Contemporary Debates in Epistemology. Malden 

(MA): Blackwell. 

Stine, Gail. 1976. “Skepticism, Relevant Alternatives, and Deductive Closure.” Philosophical 

Studies, 29: 249–61. 

Stroud, Barry. 1984. The Significance of Skepticism. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

Swain, Marshall. 1981. Reasons and Knowledge. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

Van Cleve, James. 1985. “Epistemic Supervenience and the Circle of Beliefs,” Monist, 68: 90–

104. 

——.2005. “Why Coherence Is Not Enough: A Defense of Moderate Foundationalism.” In: 

Steup and Sosa 2005, 168–180. 

Williams, Michael. 1999a. Groundless Belief. Pinceton: Princeton University Press (first 

published 1977). 

——.1999b. “Skepticism.” In: Greco and Sosa 1999, 35–69. 2005, 202–216. 

——.2005. “Doing Without Immediate Justification.” In: Steup and Sosa 2005, 202–216. 

Williamson, Timothy. 2000. Knowledge and its Limits. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



Zagzebski, Linda Trinkaus. 1996. Virtues of the Mind. An Inquiry Into the Nature of Virtue and 

the Ethical Foundations of Knowledge. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

——.1999. "What is Knowledge?" In: Greco and Sosa 1999, 92–116. 

Wolterstorff, Nicholas. 1999. Epistemology of Religion. In: Greco and Sosa 1999, 303–324. 

Internet Resources 

Epistemology Page, maintained by Keith De Rose (Yale University). 

The Epistemology Research Guide, maintained by Keith Korcz (University of 

Lousiana/Lafayette). 

"Direct Warrant Realism", an online manuscript, by Keith De Rose (Yale University). 

"Foundationalism, Sense-Experiential Content, and Sellars's Dilemma", colloquium paper by M. 

Steup (St. Cloud State University), delivered at the 2001 APA/Pacific meetings. 
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