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SYLLABUS 

 

Mission Statement of the Seminary: The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great Commission and the Great Commandments 

through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Mission Statement of the Division of Church Music:  The mission of the Division of Church 

Music Ministries is to equip leaders for excellence in music ministry among Southern Baptists 

through performance, education, and technology. 

 

From the Catalog:  This course will explore the subject of worship from a biblical perspective, 

emphasizing the major texts of the Old and New Testaments dealing with worship practices. 

Emphasis is given to the Hebrew and Greek words that are translated “worship” and their 

meaning within the biblical context. 

 

Core Value Focus and Key Competencies Addressed in this Course: One of the seminary’s 

core values is Mission Focus and this core value is being highlighted during this academic year: 

“We are not here merely to get an education or to give one. We are here to change the world by 

fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its 

ministries.” (Graduate Catalogue) This is the core value focus for the NOBTS 2015-16 

academic year. This core value will be regularly highlighted in the course by helping students 

see the vital connection between worship, discipleship, and missions ministries in the local 

church. 

The key competencies addressed with the content of this course include firm grounding in 

biblical study regarding worship, a deepening theological understanding regarding the acts of 

corporate and private worship of the Triune God, and a resulting increased effectiveness in the 

ability to plan and lead corporate worship for the gathered church body. 

 

Student Learning Outcome: 

Note: No musical background is required for participation in this course. 
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1. At the conclusion of the course the student should be able to apply his/her knowledge and 

comprehension of the theological foundations of worship and worship practice as 

evidenced in the Old and New Testament scriptures in order to disciple local 

congregations in the area of worship ministry . 

2. At the conclusion of the course, the student should understand the theological context of 

Christian worship as being rooted in the Old Testament covenantal law, but eventually 

centered in the new covenant as authenticated by Jesus Christ. 

3. At the conclusion of the course, the student should understand and value the idea of 

authentic worship as possessing the character of “in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24) 

4. At the conclusion of the course, the student should be able to evaluate the lyric of 

congregational worship songs as to theological content and emphases using resources 

from the class. 

  

Methodology: 

This course will be delivered throughout the semester in two primary environments: internet-

assisted through the use of Blackboard and two short intensive workshops scheduled for 

Thursday, Sep 24 (9:00AM to 5:00PM) and Thursday, Nov 19 (1:00 PM to 5:00 PM) through 

Friday, Nov 20 (9:00AM to Noon). The course will be offered to North Georgia through CIV 

technology at Johnson Ferry Baptist Church, Marietta, GA. 

Additionally, for students attending on the main campus, the first workshop intensive includes 

required attendance at the NOBTS-sponsored worship conference on Saturday, Sep 25 from 9 

AM to 2:00PM.  

During the online portion of the course, the students will engage with course content through 

weekly assigned reading from the textbooks plus additional course materials; through posting 

thoughtful blog entries on assigned course materials; through discussion forums; through 

individually-assigned research topics; and a synchronous overview of the course via web 

conference scheduled for Thursday evening, August 27, 2015 from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

(Central Time). More information will be provided once the course begins. 

  

Course Requirements: 
1. Enrollment in course. Students will be automatically enrolled in the course through 

Blackboard. The course is labeled as HM-MUWM5300MS: Theology of Worship [Master-

Hybrid] (New Orleans).  

2. Class meetings. Although the course will not meet each week in the physical classroom, 

students are expected to attend the course each week through the virtual classroom hosted on 

Blackboard. New material and assignments will be ready every week beginning on Monday 

morning. (For an overview of course content, see the course schedule below.) Keeping up 

with weekly coursework and deadlines is the responsibility of the student. Active 

engagement in the course through forum participation, blog entries, etc. is an integral part of 

the learning process. Additionally, face to face learning opportunities will be provided 

through the two intensive onsite workshops (mandatory attendance required on Thursday, 

Sep 24 (9:00AM to 5:00PM) and Thursday, Nov 19 (1:00 PM to 5:00 PM) through Friday, 

Nov 20 (9:00AM to Noon) as well as the one-hour web conference meeting (Thur, Aug 27, 

2015, 7PM to 8 PM Central). Weekly reading assignments and the corresponding written 

assignments must be completed by the assigned due dates for full credit. Additional Webex 

meetings will be scheduled three or four times throughout the semester. These are designed 



to enhance the learning experience for the students and attendance is highly encouraged but 

optional. 

3. Research paper. For this course, each student will write a paper on a topic of particular 

interest regarding Old Testament or New Testament worship. The paper is to be 2500-3000 

words in length, with a minimum of 8 academic works cited, to include academic books and 

peer-reviewed journal articles. Topics must be approved in advance by the professor. These 

papers will be presented to the class during the last workshop (Nov 19-20). Papers are to be 

typed (Times New Roman 12-point font) and double-spaced with bibliographic entries and a 

title page. Attention is to be given to correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation according to 

the latest edition of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations 

(Turabian). Papers are due by Thur, Nov 21 (submit via Blackboard folder). The papers will 

be made available to each member of the class via Blackboard. The research paper will be 

evaluated according to content value in the area of worship and theology; creativity in 

approach to the subject matter; and clarity and accuracy of writing style. The 15-minute 

presentation made in class may include visual aids, such as PowerPoint, etc. 

4. Individual book assignment. Each student will choose a book from a selected reading list. 

After reading the text, the student will write a book review outlining the theological 

contributions of the book to the field of theology of worship. A summary report will be made 

to the class during the first workshop (Sep 24).   

5. Blog. Each student will maintain a blog dealing with reflections on assigned topics regarding 

worship and theology. The blog will be available through Blackboard. Students are 

encouraged to read the blog posts of their classmates each week. More detailed instructions 

will be provided at the time of the first assignment. 

6. Congregational song lyric analysis project. Each student will complete a doctrinal content 

analysis project of congregational song in the student’s home church over an eight-week 

period of worship services. As a beginning point, the student will be collecting a list of all 

congregational songs used in corporate worship over the eight-week period of time. (This 

will be referred to as the corpus.) If the church has multiple services or time formats, only 

one service per week should be considered. All data should be confined to the same service 

time (for example: 11:00 AM Sunday services for the eight consecutive weeks). More 

information on this assignment will be given in the first few weeks of the course. As a result 

of the project, a written document should report the findings, highlighting particularly the 

significant observations, including high percentages, low percentages, and surprises. The 

student should also offer some commentary and interpretation as a part of the observation 

process. Length as needed (min. expectation would be 2000- 2500 words). The student will 

have the opportunity to report on findings during the final workshop (Nov 19-20). The 

written paper (due in Blackboard on Thur, Nov 19) will provide the informational basis for 

the class presentation but does not need to be read. It is expected that the presentation to the 

class will present the salient findings in ways other than merely reading the paper. Due to the 

scope of this assignment, it is weighted as 20% of the final grade.  

7. Final paper. As a course summary assignment, each student will write a 1500-word 

reflection-integration paper dealing with concepts encountered during the course (course 

texts and discussion, lectures, projects, personal research) which have impacted the student’s 

understanding of theology of worship and how the content may be integrated into the 

student’s life and ministry in the future. This paper will be in lieu of a final exam. The due 

date will be the final day of classes for the semester, Thursday, December 10, 2015. 



Evaluation: 
Course reading, web conference (1 session),  

    and participation in class discussions    10% 

Weekly online forum discussions    15% 

Weekly individual worship theology blog entries   10% 

Paper on OT or NT topic and presentation    20% 

Book Review on selected text    10% 

Lyric content analysis paper (15%) and presentation (5%)  20% 

Final paper    15% 

 

Extra credit will be given for attendance at optional Webex meetings scheduled during 

the semester. 

(Important Note: Attendance at workshop meetings is mandatory. Failure to attend all of 

these sessions will result in failure to pass the course.) 

 

Textbooks: 
Block, Daniel. For the Glory of God: Recovering a Biblical Theology of Worship. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014. 

 

Peterson, David. Engaging with God:A Biblical Theology of Worship. Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1992/2002. 

 

Optional: 

Beale, G.K. We Become What We Worship: A Biblical Theology of Idolatry. Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008. 

 



Course Schedule and Reading Assignments: 
Date 

Week of: 

Course Content Reading Assignment(s) 

 

Aug 24-30 

(Unit 1) 

 Course begins  

 Web meeting- Course Overview (Thur, Aug 22) 

 Introduction to course 

 Worship and Creation 

 A worship word study 

Web meeting, Thur, Aug 27 

(7PM to 8 PM CENTRAL) 

Block, 1-27 (Ch. 1) 

Peterson, 55-79 (Ch. 2) 

Aug 31-

Sep 6 

(Unit 2) 

 Idolatry 

 The Object of our worship 

 Acceptable worship 

Block, 29-80 (Ch. 2-3) 

Peterson, 147-151 (Ch 5) 

Sep 7-13 

(Unit 3) 

 Worship and Covenant in the First Testament 

 Tabernacle/Temple  and Priesthood in First 

Testament 

 Sacrificial System 

 Offerings in worship 

Peterson, 23-54 (Ch. 1) 

Block, 247-263 (Ch.10) 

Sep 14-20 

(Unit 4) 

 Worship and the Ten Commandments 

 Worship and Holy Living in the First Covenant 

 The Dimensions of True Worship of YHWH 

 Worship within the Family Structure 

Block , 81-139 (Ch. 4-5) 

Sep 21-27 

(Unit 5) 

 Sacred Space and Worship  

  Tabernacle/Temple 

 Jesus and the New Temple 

 Worship in Spirit and in Truth 

 WORKSHOP INTENSIVE #1 (Sep 24) 

Block, 297-332 (Ch 12) 

Peterson, 80-102 (Ch 3); and 136-

144 (Ch 5) 

Sep 28-Oct 

4 

(Unit 6) 

 OT priesthood 

 Jesus Christ as our High Priest 

 

Block, 333-360 (Ch 13) 

Peterson, 228-254 (Ch 8) 

Oct 5-11 

(Unit 7) 

 The ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper as 

worship 

 

Block, 141-167 (Ch 6) 

Peterson, 108-130 (Ch 4); and 215-

218 (Ch 7) 

Oct 12-18 

(Unit 8) 

 God’s Word in worship 

 

Block, 169-192 (Ch 7) 

Oct 19-25  No class (FALL BREAK) 

 

 

Oct 26-

Nov 1 

(Unit 9) 

 Prayer as worship Block, 193-220 (Ch 8) 

 

Nov 2-8 

(Unit 10) 

 Music as worship Block, 221-245 (Ch 9) 

 

Nov 9-15 

(Unit 11) 

 Serving God in the corporate gathering Peterson, 194-221 

Nov 16-22 

(Unit 12) 

 Participation in the Enactment (Drama) of Worship  

 WORKSHOP INTENSIVE #2 (Nov 19-20) 

Block, 271-296 (Ch 11) 

Nov 23-29 

 

 No classes (THANKSGIVING) 

 

 

Nov 30-

Dec 6 

(Unit 13) 

 Worship in the heavenly realm Peterson, 261-279 (Ch 9) 

Dec 7-10 

(Unit 14) 

 Worship as life and ministry 

 Final paper due Dec 10 

Peterson, 166-188 (Ch 6) 

Paper due (Dec 10) 
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