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Mission Statement
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great Commission and the
Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Core Value Focus
The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence,
and Servant Leadership. The core value focus for this academic year is Spiritual Vitality.

Curriculum Competencies

All graduates of NOBTS are expected to have at least a minimum level of competency in each of the following
areas: Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Disciple Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant
Leadership, Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. The curriculum competencies addressed
in this course are: Worship Leadership and Servant Leadership. The curriculum competencies addressed in this
course are: worship leadership; and Christian theological heritage

Course Description

The purpose of this seminar is to engage students in an in-depth study of Christian worship from the time of the early
Church to the present. Special emphasis is given to cultural, philosophical, musical, and theological influences that
have shaped the development and practice of worship and liturgy for the Christian community over the past twenty
centuries.

Student Learning QOutcomes
At the conclusion of the course, the student will:

1. Have an increased awareness of what the personal understanding and experience of worship might have
been like for Christians across the ages, from the early Church through the present.

2. Have a thorough knowledge of the development of Christian liturgy and the various influences which
shaped its development throughout the history of the Church.

3. More greatly appreciate the worship ethos surrounding different eras of church history along with
significant theological ideas which have shaped the historical practice of Christian worship in its various
expressions and denominations.

4. Understand and appreciate the historical developments in church music as a part of liturgical expression
throughout church history.

Embedded Assignment

This course does not have an embedded assignment.

Course Textbooks
Required
McGowan, Andrew B. Ancient Christian Worship: Early Church Practices in Social, Historical, and Theological
Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014.



*White, James F. Introduction to Christian Worship (Third Edition). Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000.

Steenwyck, Carrie & Jon D. Witvliet & Lester Ruth. Walking Where Jesus Walked: Worship in Fourth Century
Jerusalem. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2010.

Ray, Walter D. Tasting Heaven on Earth: Worship in Sixth-Century Constantinople. Grand Rapids, MI:

Eerdmans Publishing, 2012.

White, James F. Protestant Worship: Traditions in Transition. Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox Press,
1989.

Maag, Karin. Lifting Hearts to the Lord: Worship with John Calvin in Sixteenth-Century Geneva. Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2016.

Ruth, Lester. Longing for Jesus: Worship at a Black Holiness Church in Mississippi, 1895-1913. Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2013.

Ruth, Lester and Eric L. Mathis. Leaning on the Word: Worship with Argentine Baptists in the Mid-Twentieth
Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2017.

Park, Andy & Lester Ruth & Cindy Rethmeier. Worshiping with the Anaheim Vineyard: The Emergence of
Contemporary Worship. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2017.

No book review required for texts marked with *.

Course Teaching Methodology

The course will involve the following methodologies: Three seminar meetings during the semester convening on the
following dates: Sep 19-20, Oct 24-25, and Nov 21-22; student-led discussion of reading; original research projects;
professor and student seminar presentations; and a final synthesis reflection paper.

Course Assignments

1. Course Reading, Book Reviews.

Each student will acquire the course textbooks and read the assigned reading list prior to each
seminar meeting. For each assigned text, the student will write a formal book review. Guidelines for
the formal book review are included at the end of this syllabus. (See seminar schedule for due
dates.)

2. Discussion-leading during the seminar. From the reading list, each student will be assigned
specific texts (or chapters) for which she or he will be responsible for leading seminar discussion.
Discussion leaders should prepare written questions in advance which cover an in-depth discussion
of the sources. Questions for these assignments should be submitted to Blackboard prior to the
seminar meeting. (See seminar schedule for due dates.)

3. Case studies. Six of the assigned texts are written as case studies related to a particular worship
tradition in a certain place and time in worship history. Each student will be assigned one of the case
studies and will lead the seminar in a detailed discussion related to the subject. Guidelines will be
provided for areas to address in the discussion of the case study.

4. Formal research paper and seminar presentation. Each student will complete a formal research paper
on a topic relevant to the focus of the seminar and present it to the seminar during either session two
or three of the on-campus seminar meetings (depending upon the topic). Papers should be 2500
words in length and should be written using Turabian (latest edition) format for style. Seminar
presentations of the paper should be approximately 30 minutes in length, including discussion. The
student should provide a copy of the paper to the other members of the seminar. Use of media
(Powerpoint, etc.) to aid the presentation is suggested but optional. Topics will be approved by the
professor in advance (at the time of the first seminar meeting). (Due date: Seminar meeting 2 or 3,
as assigned)

5. Synthesis paper. As a final assignment, each student will write a synthesis paper dealing with the
historical elements of corporate worship (Communion, baptism, reading and preaching of Scripture,
visual arts, musical praise, prayer, offerings, liturgical structure, etc.). The paper should seek to
answer the question, What can the evangelical church of today gain from an historical study of
Christian worship? The paper should utilize seminar resources as well as outside reading and apply
historical practice to present day contexts of the local church’s expression of corporate worship.
Seminar discussion in the final seminar meeting will allow students to share insights from their
papers. (Due at time of seminar meeting 3, Nov 21).

Assignment submissions
The course shell in Blackboard (from the NOBTS homepage) will serve as a clearinghouse for the seminar.
All written assignments should be submitted in the appropriate assignment folders. No email submissions



will be accepted.

Evaluation of Grade

Discussion leading, prepared questions 10%
Book reviews 35%
Case Study 10%
Research Paper/ Presentation 25%
Synthesis Paper 20%

Course Schedule:
In Preparation for Seminar Session 1 (Sep 19-20)
e Read the following texts:
—  McGowan, Andrew B. Ancient Christian Worship: Early Church Practices in Social, Historical,
and Theological Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014.
- White, James F. Introduction to Christian Worship (Third Edition). Nashville: Abingdon Press,
2000.
- Steenwyck, Carrie & Jon D. Witvliet & Lester Ruth. Walking Where Jesus Walked: Worship in
Fourth Century Jerusalem. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2010.
— Ray, Walter D. Tasting Heaven on Earth: Worship in Sixth-Century Constantinople. Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2012.
Lead seminar discussion on required readings (McGowan) (as assigned by the professor)
Prepare and lead case study on Walking Where Jesus Walked (if assigned)
Prepare and lead case study on Tasting Heaven on Earth (if assigned)
Book reviews on McGowan; Steenwyck/Witvliet/Ruth; and Ray texts (all)

In Preparation for Seminar Session 2 (Oct 24-25)
e Read the following texts:
—  White, James F. Protestant Worship: Traditions in Transition. Louisville, KY: Westminster/John
Knox Press, 1989.
- Maag, Karin. Lifting Hearts to the Lord: Worship with John Calvin in Sixteenth-Century Geneva.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2016.
Lead seminar discussion on required readings from Protestant Worship (as assigned by the professor)
Prepare and lead case study on Lifting Hearts to the Lord (if assigned)
Book reviews on White (Protestant Worship) and Maag texts (all)
Present formal research paper (if assigned for this session)

In Preparation for Seminar Session 3 (Nov 21-22)
e Read the following texts:
— Ruth, Lester. Longing for Jesus: Worship at a Black Holiness Church in Mississippi, 1895-1913.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2013.
— Ruth, Lester and Eric L. Mathis. Leaning on the Word: Worship with Argentine Baptists in the
Mid-Twentieth Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2017.
- Park, Andy & Lester Ruth & Cindy Rethmeier. Worshiping with the Anaheim Vineyard: The
Emergence of Contemporary Worship. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2017.
e Book reviews Ruth, Longing for Jesus; Ruth/Mathis, Leaning on the Word; Park/Ruth/Rethmeier, Worship
with the Anaheim Vineyard (all)
Prepare and lead case study on Longing for Jesus (if assigned)
Prepare and lead case study on Leaning on the Word (if assigned)
Prepare and lead case study on Worshiping with the Anaheim Vineyard (if assigned)
Present formal research paper (if assigned for this session)
Final synthesis paper due (be prepared to share insights from the paper with the seminar as the group
discusses the question.

Technical Assistance



For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve @nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to
online registration, financial account, online transcript, etc.)

2. BlackboardHelpDesk @nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the NOBTS Blackboard
Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this website.

Late Work
Assignments should be turned in by the due date. Most assignments are due by the time of the seminar meeting. No
credit will be given for assignments turned in past the deadline for the seminar meetings.

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”’
NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level. Students can receive
writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better writer.
Plagiarism on Written Assignments
NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in expulsion from the
seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and policies associated with plagiarism.
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