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Mission Statement
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Course Description

This seminar is an investigation into the major movements that have impacted Christian
evangelical worship in America from the 1970s to the present. Postmodernity and other
influences, such as the ecumenical movement, the charismatic movement, contemporary
Christian music, the church growth movement, and the emerging church will be examined in
light of their effect on current worship practice. Additionally, specific worship leadership needs in
an increasingly post-Christian cultural context will be studied.

Student Learning Outcomes

The past few decades have witnessed what some have referred to as a sea-change in the way
evangelicals in the American Christian church view and practice corporate worship. This course
will investigate some of the major movements from the 1970s to the present day that have
shaped the way leaders think about the ministry of corporate worship in evangelical contexts
today. At the conclusion of the course, the student will:

1. Be able to demonstrate an understanding of how shifts in worldview from modernity to
postmodernity and technological innovation have continued to shape worship
expectations and practices in the twenty-first century American evangelical church.

2. Be equipped to evaluate various worship renewal streams, such as liturgical renewal
initiatives (Vatican I, Nairobi Statement, etc.), the expansion of charismatic church
practice, and convergence worship. The student will acquire a framework for examining
these renewal trends that have influenced evangelical worship theologically in regard to
service structure, song lyrics, and the role of the Third Person of the Godhead (the Holy
Spirit) in worship.

3. Be able to identify the connection between worship and cultural relevance as evidenced
in the rise of attractional models for worship services, through the influence of the
Church Growth Movement, as well as the rise of megachurches and the seeker-service
movement. Included in this focus, students will be able to understand the history and
dynamics of intergenerational and multicultural worship trends, including the use of
divergent musical styles in worship.

4. Become more aware of how the arts and technology have played an expanding role in
corporate worship (music, visual arts, media, etc.).

5. Be able to analyze cultural factors that have impacted a shift from formal to increasing
informality in corporate worship environments, such as architecture, furnishings,
participants’ expectations, communication styles, etc.
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6. Become acquainted with important writings regarding the contemporary context of
American evangelical worship.

Embedded Assignment
This course does not have an embedded assignment.

Course Textbooks
Required

Seminar Meeting 1

Ross, Melanie C. Evangelical Worship: An American Mosaic. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2021.

Plantinga,Cornelius, Jr. and Sue A. Rozeboom. Discerning the Spirits: A Guide to
Thinking about Christian Worship Today. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing,
2003.

Seminar Meeting 2

Ingalls, Monique and Amos Young. The Spirit of Praise: Music and Worship in Global
Pentecostal-Charismatic Christianity. University Park: Pennsylvania State
University Press, 2015.

Pinson, J. Matthew (ed.). Perspectives on Christian Worship: 5 Views. Nashville: B & H
Academic, 2009.

Seminar Meeting 3

Hong, Lim Swee & Lester Ruth. Lovin' on Jesus: A Concise History of Contemporary
Worship. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2017.

York, Terry W. America's Worship Wars. Peabody, MS: Hendrickson Publishers, 2003.

Liesch, Barry. The New Worship: Straight Talk on Music and the Church (expanded
version). Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001.

Optional:
Redman, Robb. The Great Worship Awakening: Singing a New Song in the Postmodern
Church (Jossey-Bass, 2002)
Aniol. Scott. By the Waters of Babylon: Worship in a Post-Christian Culture. Grand
Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2015.

Course Teaching Methodology

The course will involve the following methodologies: Three seminar meetings during the
Spring 2022 semester, convening on the following dates: Feb 10-11; March 24-25; and April
28-29; (Thursdays 1-9 p.m., Fridays 8-10:15 a.m.) Additionally, a Bluejeans web meeting will
be held during the first week of the semester to overview the content of the course and
assignments (Thursday, Jan 20, 7 pm CST). Course content will be engaged through
assigned reading/discussion, student research presentations and a final synthesis reflection

paper.

Course Requirements

1. Course Reading/Discussion. Required textbooks as listed above. Each seminar
participant should read thoroughly each of the assigned materials. For each
assigned text, the student should prepare a written annotation, and four to five
substantial questions for discussion in seminar meetings. More specific information
will be given for this assignment in the course overview meeting.

2. Research papers. Each student will prepare three research papers and present these
to the seminar (one for each seminar meeting). Research paper topics should align
with the specific focus related to seminar meetings. Papers should provide




specialized information beyond the seminar assigned reading. The student’s
research should be reported in a formal paper, according to Turabian style guide,
with copies of the paper being made available to the professor and each student at
the time of the presentation. The presentation should be an overview of the paper,
including the research question, the data informing the argument, and the
conclusion. Presentations should be 30-40 minutes plus time for student discussion
and reaction afterward. Due dates: each student will present at each of the seminar
meetings.
1) Seminar meeting 1 (Feb 10-11): Worship and culture; evangelical worship
in North America
2) Seminar Meeting 2 (Mar 24-25): Church growth movement; technological
innovation in worship; worship renewal; Pentecostal-charismatic worship
3) Seminar Meeting 3 (Apr 28-29): contemporary worship movement; praise
and worship movement
3. As a final assignment, each student will write a 2000-word reflection paper on the
topic: “Worship Ministry Challenges for the Twenty-first Century American
Evangelical Church.” This paper should address the various challenges American
evangelical churches may continue to face in light of historical developments since
the 1970s to present. As an analytical and synthesis assignment, the student should
reflect on how the major movements covered in the seminar have contributed
positively and negatively to how North American evangelical worship is understood
and practiced today. The student should use Turabian guidelines for this formal
paper.
4. The course shell in Blackboard (from the NOBTS homepage) will serve as a
clearinghouse for the seminar. All written assignments should be submitted through
Blackboard. No email submissions will be accepted.

Evaluation of Grade
Required reading with annotations and seminar discussion of required

textbooks 20%
Individual research presentations (3; 20% each) 60%
Final reflection paper 20%

Technical Assistance

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript,
etc.)

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edul/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.

Writing Style Guide

A copy of the approved NOBTS Style Guide can be found in the course Blackboard shell, or can
be located online at the Writing Center’s page on the seminary website at:
https://www.nobts.edu/ resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf
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Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and
policies associated with plagiarism.

Course Schedule

Syllabus Overview Web Meeting (Thu, Jan 20, 2022 7pm CST)
Seminar Mtg 1: Feb 10-11

Seminar Mtg 2: Mar 24-25

Seminar Mtg 3: Apr 28-29
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