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Mission Statement
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Course Description

This seminar is an advanced, comparative, evaluative study of church music history, beginning with
pre-Christian music, moving through music of the early church, and continuing through church
music in twentieth century. Special attention will be given to English hymnody, European and
American.

Student Learning Outcomes
The student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the history of church music throughout history, both congregational.

2. Demonstrate extended knowledge of bibliographic and source materials related to the disciplines
of hymnology.

3. Demonstrate the ability to evaluate current worship and church music trends and practices
based upon historical foundations studied.

4. Understand and facilitate pertinent research ideas, theoretical concepts, and historical
discussions related to the church’s song throughout the ages

Textbooks
Music, David W., and Paul Richardson. | Will Sing the Wondrous Story: A History of Baptist
Hymnody in North America. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2008
Ruth, Lester and Lim Swee Hong. A History of Contemporary Praise & Worship. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic 2021, ISBN-13: 978-0801098284
Powell, Paul R., ed. Hymnology in the Service of the Church: Essays in Honor of Harry
Eskew. St. Louis, MO: Morning Star Publishers, 2008. ISBN: 9780944529478
Young, Robert Hexter. The History of Baptist Hymnody in England from 1612 to 1800. [Los
Angeles] : Young, 1959. [Dissertation]
Optional:
Music, David W., Church Music in the United States : 1760-1901 Fenton, MO: MorningStar
Music Publishers, 2014
Leaver, Robin A. The Whole Church Sings: Congregational Singing in Luther's Wittenberg
(Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies) Eerdmans, 2017. ISBN13:
9780802873750)
Hooper, William L. Congregational Song in the Worship of the Church. Eugene, OR:
Pickwick Publications, 2020. ISBN 978-1-5326-9072-3
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Course Teaching Methodology
The course will involve the following methodologies: reading assignments, class discussion of the
reading, a research paper, personal presentations and research paper critiques.

Course Requirements

1.

2.

Students will read the four required textbooks. In addition, students are expected to read
widely from the works listed in the seminar bibliography.
Teaching Presentations: Students will have a presentation as if they were teaching their
assigned chapter in Music’s: | Will Sing the Wondrous Story in a master level Hymnology
course. Each presentation will use Powerpoint, and musical examples as possible. The
student must discern what is the most essential information in the chapter and how to
present it in the most effective manner. {Help for how to do effective presentations will be
available online in the Blackboard shell.} Each student will share their presentation with
every other member of the course. [45 minutes]
Research Paper: The student will write a research paper in the course of the semester.
These research projects will be presented during the 2" Workshop Seminar. The paper
should be written in acceptable style and be 20-25 double-spaced pages of text, following
the guidelines of the current edition of Turabian. Each student will make a presentation of
their paper [30 minutes in length] and prepare a 2-page critical response of every other
paper submitted. Each student will be selected to present his/her Critical Response of
one of the papers during the Seminar [15 minutes]. The Critical Response must include
commentary on the following: [a] strengths, [b] weaknesses, [c] Turabian format, and [d]
research. Each student will send a copy of their paper to every other student no later than
10 days before the 2"* Seminar in order to have time to write the Critical Response.

Topics: Topics for these papers should be chosen at the beginning of the semester
(January 18), chosen from the following topics: The Development of Contemporary
Hymnody in England, Australia, the United States, or other countries; Traditional Hymnody
since 2000, any historical figure influential in congregational song development, or a topic
of the student’s choosing approved by the professor. The student will submit an electronic
copy of the paper to the professor and each member of the course. The Research Paper
Presentation will include a Powerpoint presentation of the material. A video conference
meeting for all students will occur during the first week of class [January 18, Tuesday
evening 7:00 pm CST] to make chapter assignments and give topics for the research
papers. [45 minutes presentation, 15 for Critical Responses]

QQTP - Questions, Quotations & Talking Points

In response to the assigned chapters in the texts, students will write a one-page paper for
each text including each of the following:

a. Questions: Note the points at which a question comes to mind as you read the
each textbook. For each chapter you are assigned to present, write a thoughtful
guestion that invites analysis, synthesis, or evaluation of the material, or makes
connections between the readings and previous readings.

b. Quotation: For each chapter you are assigned to present, select a quotation that is
especially pertinent or relevant to the main points of the readings. The quotation
should be neither too short (1-2 lines), nor too long (10-12 lines). Cite the source.

c. Talking Points. Write a talking point for each text that show that you have thought
seriously and critically about the readings. You do not need to answer your question
here, but you may talk about it if you wish. Write at least a detailed talking point that
covers a specific topic from the reading. [30-45 minutes]

An example of a QQTP is in Blackboard.



Assignment Summary

First Seminar Teaching Presentations [February 11-12]
Presentations: Music: | Will Sing the Wondrous Story

Second Seminar: [March 25-26]
Research Paper Presentations and Critical Responses
Ruth, Lester and Lim Swee Hong. A History of Contemporary Praise & Worship.

QQTP

Third Seminar QQTP [April 29-30]
Powell, Hymnology in the Service of the Church: Essays in Honor of Harry
Eskew: (Any of the articles, except appendices.)
Young’s The History of Baptist Hymnody in England from 1612 to 1800
(reading assignment)

Evaluation of Grade
The student's grade will be computed as follows:

Music’s | Will Sing Presentations 25%
Formal Paper and Presentation 35%
Critical Response Papers 15%
QQTP and Readings 25%

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week | (January 18-21)
1. Music’s | Will Sing chapter assignments &
2. Get Research Paper topic approved via Blue Jeans video conference meeting [1/18/21]
3. Resources for how to make a better Powerpoint presentation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwpilLm6dFo

Week IV (February 11-12) FIRST ON CAMPUS SEMINAR
Presentations: Music: | Will Sing the Wondrous Story
Chapter 1: The British Background
Chapter 2: Beginnings of Baptist Church Music
Chapter 3: Earliest Hymnals
Chapter 4: Local and Regional Collections
Chapter 5: Sectional, National, Denominational Collections
Chapter 6: Music of British Hymnody
Chapter 7: Sunday School and Gospel Song
Chapter 8: Hymnals of the Late Nineteenth Century

(SPRING BREAK) [March 14-18]
Week IX (March 25-26) SECOND ON CAMPUS SEMINAR
Research Paper Presentations and Critical Responses

[Papers due to everyone by 15™ to give time for writing Critical Response]

Ruth, Lester and Lim Swee Hong. A History of Contemporary Praise & Worship.
QQTP [Students choose which chapter to discuss.]


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iwpi1Lm6dFo

Week XIV (April 29-30)THIRD ON CAMPUS SEMINAR QQTP
Powell, Hymnology in the Service of the Church: Essays in Honor of Harry
Eskew: (Any of the articles, except appendices.)
Young’s The History of Baptist Hymnody in England from 1612 to 1800

Technical Assistance
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:
1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, etc.)
2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.
3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.
4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this website.

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”
NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in expulsion
from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and policies
associated with plagiarism.



Selected Bibliography

Abbington, James. Readings in African American Church Music and Worship. Chicago: GIA
Publications, 2002.

Anderson, Robert and Gail North. Gospel Music Encyclopedia. New York: Sterling Publishing Co.,
Inc., 1979.

Bailey, Albert Edward. The Gospel in Hymns. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1950.

Baxter, Mrs. J. R. and Videt Polk. Gospel Song Writers Biography. Dallas, Texas: Stamps-Baxter
Music & Printing Company, 1971.

Bealle, John. Public Worship, Private Faith: Sacred Harp and American Folksong. Athens, GA:
University of Georgia Press, 1997.

Benson, Louis F. Studies of Familiar Hymns. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: The Westminster Press,
1921.
. The English Hymn. Richmond: John Knox Press, 1962.
. The Hymnody of the Christian Church. Richmond: John Knox Press, 1956.

Belcher, Joseph. Hymns, Their Writers, and Their Influence. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Lindsay &
Blakiston, 1859.

Bailey, Albert Edward. The Gospel in Hymns. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1950.

Blume, Friedrich, (ed.). Protestant Church Music. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1974.

Blumhofer, Edith L., ed. Singing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land: Hymnody in the History of North
American Protestantism, 2008.

Blumhoefer, Edith L. and Noll, Mark A. Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange Land: Hymnody in the
History of North American Protestantism. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2004.

Bohiman, Philip V., Edith Blumhoffer, Maria M. Chow, eds. Music in American Religious Experience.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.

Breed, David R. The History and Use of Hymns and Hymn-Tunes. Fleming H. Revell Company, 1903.

Brown, Theron and Hezekiah Butterworth. The Story of the Hymns and Tunes. New York: American
Tract Society, 1906.

Cecll, Richard. The Life of John Newton. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Bak er Book House, 1978.

Chase, Gilbert. America’s Music. Rev. 34d ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1987.

Christ-Janer, Albert, Charles W. Hughes & Carleton Sprague Smith. American Hymns Old and New.
New York: Columbia University Press, 1980.

Christian Science Publishing Society. Concordance to Christian Science Hymnal and Hymnal Notes.
Boston, Massachusetts: The Christian Science Publishing Society, 1961.

Church, F. Forrester and Terence J. Mulry. The Macmillan Book of Christian Hymns. New York:
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1988.

Cobb, Buell H. The Sacred Harp: A Tradition and Its Music. Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1978; soft cover reprint, 1988.

Colles, H. C., editor. Grove's Dictionary of Music and Musicians, third edition. New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1946.

Collins, Ace. Stories Behind the Hymns That Inspire America. Grand Ra pids, Michigan: Zondervan,
2003.

Davidson, James R. A Dictionary of Protestant Church Music. Metuchen, NJ: The Scarecrow Press,
1975.

Dough, Whitney J. The Hymn Writers: Our Unknown Friends. Frank lin, Tennessee: Providence
House Publishers, 1983, 1995.

Emurian, Ernest Krikor. Famous Stories of Inspiring Hymns Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book
House, 1956.

. Forty Stories of Famous Gospel Songs. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Bak er Book House,
1959.
. Stories of Christmas Carols. re vised and enlarged edition. Grand Rapids, Michigan:

Baker Book House, 1958.

Eskew, Harry, David W. Music, and Paul A Richardson. Singing Baptists: Studies in Baptist Hymnody
in America. Nashville: Church Street Press, 1994.



Erickson, John Irving. Sing It Again! Chicago, lllinois: Covenant Press, 1985.

Foote, Henry Wilder. Three Centuries of American Hymnody. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press, 1940.

Frost, Mau rice, editor. Historic | Companion to Hymns Ancient & Modern. London: William Clowes &
Sons Ltd., 1962.

Grattan, Virginia L. American Women Song Writers: A Biographical Dictionary. Westport,
Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1993.

Gray, Scotty. Hermeneutics of Hymndoy: A Comprehensive and Integrated Approach to
Understanding Hymns. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2015.

Hall, Jacob Henry. Biography of Gospel Song and Hymn Writers. New York: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1914,

Hatfield, Edwin F. Poets of the Church. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Company, 1884.

Houghton, Elsie. Christian Hymn-Writers. Bryntirion, Bridgend, MidGlamorgan, Wales: Evangelical
Press of Wales, 1982.

Hughes, Charles William. American Hymns Old and New: Notes on the Hymns and Biographies of
the Authors and Composers. New York: Columbia University Press, 1980.

Hughes, Rupert. Music Lovers' Encyclopedia. New York: Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc., 1903.

Hulan, Richard H. Camp Meeting Spiritual Folksongs: Legacy of the “Great Revival in the West.”
PhD Dissertation, University of Texas at Austin, 1978.

Hustad, Donald P. Dictionary-Handbook to Hymns for the Living Church. Carol Stream, lllinois: Hope
Publishing Company, 1978.

Jackson, George Pullen. White Spirituals in the Southern Uplands. Reprints of the original 1933 ed.
Hatboro, PA Folklore Associates, 1964; New York: Dover 1965.

Jones, F. O., editor. A Hand book of American Music and Musicians. Canaseraga, New York: F. O.
Jones, 1886.

Julian, John, ed. Dictionary of Hymnology, second edition. London: J. Murray, 1907.

Keith, Edmond D. Christian Hymnody. Nashville, Tennessee: Convention Press, 1956.

Konkel, Wilbur. Living Hymn Stories. Minneapolis, Minnesota: Betha ny House Publishers, 1982.

Laufer, Calvin Weiss. Hymn Lore. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: The Westminster Press, 1932.

Lightwood, James Thomas. Hymn-Tunes and Their Story. London: Charles H. Kelly, 1905.

Loveland, John. Blessed Assurance: The Life and Hymns of Fanny J. Crosby. Nashville, Tennessee:
Broad man Press, 1978.

Ludwig, Charles. Sankey Still Sings. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1947.

Marini, Stephen A. Sacred Song in America: Religion, Music, and Public Culture. Champaigne:
University of Illinois Press, 2003.

Marks, Harvey B. The Rise and Growth of English Hymnody. New York: Fleming H. Revell Company,
1938.

McCutchan, Robert Guy. Our Hymnody: A Manual of the Methodist Hymnal. New York: The

Methodist Book Concern, 1937.

Messenger, Ruth Ellis. Ethical Teachings in the La tin Hymns of Medieval Eng land. New York: AMS
Press, Inc., 1967.

Miller, Basil. Fanny Crosby, God's Singing An gel. Pasadena, California: World-Wide Missions,
1950.

Morgan, Robert J. Then Sings My Soul. Nasville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2003.

Mouw, Richard J. and Mark A Noll, ed. Wonderful Words of Life: Hymns in American
Protestant History and Theology. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004.

Music, David W and Milburn Price and William Reynolds. A Survey of Christian Hymnody. 4th
ed. Rev. Carol Stream, IL: Hope Publishing Co., 1999.

Music, David W., and Paul Richardson. | Will Sing the Wondrous Story: A History of Baptist
Hymnody in North America. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2008.

Music, David W. Hymnology: A Collection of Source Readings. Studies in Liturgical
Musicology, No. 4. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1996.



. Christian Hymnody in Twentieth-Century Britain and America: An Annotated
Bibliography. Bibliographies and Indexes in Religious Studies, ed., G. E. Gormon, no.
52. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2001.

. William J. Reynolds: Church Musician. Macon, GA: Symth & Helwys Publishing, Inc.,
2013

Powell, Paul. Hymnody in Service of the Church: Essays in Honor of Harry Eskew. Saint Louis,
MO: Morning Star Publishers, 2008.

Raley, J. Michael., and Deborah Carlton Loftis. Minds and Hearts in Praise of God: Hymns and
Essay in Church Music in Honor of Hugh T. McElrath. Franklin, TN: Providence House
Publishers, 2006.

Randel, Don Michael. The Harvard Biographical Dictionary of Music. Cambridge, Massachusetts:
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1996.

Reynolds, William Jensen. Companion to Baptist Hymnal. Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman
Press, 1976.

. Hymns of Our Faith. Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman Press, 1964.

. Songs of Glory. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1990.

Robinson, Charles Seymour. Annotations upon Popular Hymns. New York: Hunt & Eaton, 1893.

Rothwell, Hel en F. Fanny Crosby, a Great Poetess. Des Moines, lowa: The Boone Publishing
Company,1944.

Routley, Erik, & Paul A. Richardson, ed. Panorama of Christian Hymnody, 2005.

Ruffin, Bernard. Fanny Crosby. United Church Press (city not given), 1976.

Ruth, Lester. A Little Heaven Below: Worship at Early Methodist Quarterly Meetings. Nashville,
Abingdon, 2000.

Ryden, Ernest Edwin. The Story of Christian Hymnody. Rock Island, lllinois: Augustana Press,
1959.

Sadie, Julie Anne and Rhian Samuel. The Norton/Grove Dictionary of Women Composers. New
York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1995.

Sankey, Ira D. My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns. USA: Harper & Brothers, 1907.

Schreiner, Samuel A., Jr. The Passionate Beechers. Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons,
Inc., 2003

Schwanz, Keith. The Birth of a Hymn. Kansas City, Missouri: Lillenas Publishing Company,
1997.

Soli Dei Gloria Publications. The Psalms and Hymns of Isaac Watts. Morgan, Pennsylvania,
1997.

Sheppard, W. J. Limmer. Great Hymns & Their Stories. Fort Washington, Pennsylvania:
Christian Literature Crusade, 1979.

Smith, H. Augustine. Lyric Religion: The Romance of Immortal Hymns. New York: Fleming H.
Revell Company, 1931.

Smith, Jane Stuart and Betty Carlson. Great Christian Hymn Writers. Wheaton, lllinois: Cross
way Books, 1997.

Spencer, Jon Michael. Black Hymnody: Hymnological History African-American Church, 1992.

Stackhouse, Rochelle A. The Language of the Psalms in Worship: American Revisions of Watts’
Psalter. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 1997.

Stamps, Virgil. Radio Song Album. Dallas, Texas: The Stamps-Baxter Mu sic Co., 1937.

Stapert, Calvin R. A New Song for an Old World: Musical Thought in the Early Church. Calvin
Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies Series. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 2007.

Stulken, Marilyn Kay. Hymnal Companion to the Luthean Book of Worship. Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1981.

Sutherland, Allan. Famous Hymns of the World. New York: Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1905.

Taylor, Gordon. Companion to the Song Book of the Salva tionAr my. St. Albans, Hertfordshire,
United Kingdom: The Camp field Press, 1989.



Telford, John. The Methodist Hymn-Book lllustrated. London: William Clowes and Sons, Limited,
1906, 1909, 1922, 1924.

Tillett, Wilbur F. and Charles S. Nutter. The Hymns and Hymn Writers of the Church. Nashville,
Tennessee: Smith & La mar, 1915.

Warren, Gwendolin Sims. Ev'ry Time | Feel the Spirit. New York: Henry Holt and Company, Inc.,
1997.

Watson, J. R. The English hymn: A Critical and Historical Study. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1999.

Westermeyer, Paul. Let Justice Sing: Hymnody and Justice. American Essays in Liturgy Series.
Collegeville MD: The Liturgical Press, 1998.

Wren, Brian. Praying Twice: The Music and Words of Congregational Song. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2000.

Wright, Thomas. The Lives of British Hymn-Writers, volume I, Augustus M. Toplady and
Contemporary Hymn-Writers. London: Farncombe & Son, 1911.

. The Lives of British Hymn-Writers, volume lll, Isaac Watts and Contemporary

Hymn-Writers. London: C. J. Farbcombe & Sons, Ltd., 1914.

Young, Carlton Raymond. Companion to the United Methodist Hymnal. Nashville, Tennessee:
Abingdon Press, 1993.

Young, Robert H. The History of Baptist Hymnody in England from 1612-1800. DMA
Dissertation, University of Southern California, 1959.



